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As one of the key factors in the growmth of Newton and Newton Upper Falls/
as well as for the important technological role the conpany played inthe
growth of the textile industry; the Saco-Pettee Machi ne Shops neet
criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Inportant architectural features and evaluate In tems of
other buildings within the coMwnlity*

The Saco-Pettee Machine Shops in Newton Upper Falls is a conplex of
approximately thirteen connected one-to-threestory/ turn-of-the-century,
brick structures. (Though the site was initially developed in the 1830s,
no structures remain fromthis earlier time period. The earliest
bui l dings were located adjacent to the South Meadow Brook, where water
was utilized as a source of power.) The conplex is |located on a 13-acre
parcel of land situated between Needham Street, a major thoroughfare, and
the former Charles River Railroad. The factory buildings are given a
sense of unity by their similar desidgn, attributed to Lockwood, G eene &
G. of Boston, and their common building material, red brick. The
proportions of the buildings are long and narrow. Further cohesionfor

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the developnent of the coMwnlty.

The Saco-Pettee Mchi ne Shops, manufacturers of cotton textile machinery,
was established by Otis Pettee in 1831. Pettee (1795-1853) had cone to
Upper Falls in 1823 to oversee the construction of the Elliot

Manuf -acturing Conpany cotton mill (Area A) and then to take charge of its

machi ne shop. Once the Elliot mill had been conpleted and equi pped with
\ machinery nade in large part inits basement machi ne shop, Pettee turned
" his attention to filling machinery orders for other mlls inthe region.

AThe success of this business ledhimin 1831 to start his ow nachine
shop not far distant on South Meadow Brook, a Charles River tributary a
halt mle upstream fromthe Elliot mill. H built a 25-foot dam a shop,
and a forge. Mich of the original equipment was Purchased fromhisold
enpl oyer, as the conpany discontinued machine building after Pettee's
departure. The busi ness expanded rapidly, as contracts were filled for
several mills inNw England, as well as a nunber of mills in Mexico.
Mich of his success was as a result of the nmany innovations and
inventions which Pettee nmade in textile machinery.

\
B B GI3FHY and/ or REFERENES

N George Swett G bb, The Saco-Lowel|l Shops. Textile Machinery Building
In New England (Cambridge, 1950) . _ _ _
Sanmuel B Lincoln, Lockwood Greene; The History of an Engineering
Busi ness, 1832-1958 (Brattleboro. VI. 1960K
Peter H Stott, A Guide to the Industrial Archeology of Eastern
Massachusetts (tobe published in 1987).
Newt on Graphi c~23 October 1931, p.l; 18 Decenber 1931, p. 1. & 65
Henry K Rowe, Tercentenary History of Newton (Newton, 1930).
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ARCHI TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

the group derives from the fact that almst al | have deep, overshot eaves
whi ch have bracket supports and |arge segnental masonry openings detailed
with radiating voussoir arches. Buildings 1-5 form an inposing row along
(Gak Street and are architecturally significant.

HI STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

After Pettee's death in 1853, the business was continued under the
nane of Otis Pettee and Conpany by his sons George & Otis, and Henry
Billings, a son-in-I|aw. Billings |ater bought out the others' interests
and the business was incorporated as the Pettee Machine Wrks in 1880.
During this period, the firmachieved great success in manufacturing the

English flat card, and it began to specialize in itsconstruction. In
1893, a new brick foundry was constructed, building 13, now the ol dest
part of the present conplex. Designer was the promnent mill engineering

firm of Lockwood, Greene & Conpany, which maintained close ties with the
firm throughout its subsequent history. Two years later, an additional
three-storied brick mlIl. N. 2, was erected.

Wth increasing specialization, the firmcould not supply all the
different types of machinery necessary to the manufacture of cotton
cloth. But in 1897 a nmerger with the Saco Water Power Machi ne Shop nade

possible a situation where the conpany could completely equip a mll wth
everything but the | oons.

The shops were expanded still further between 1910 and 1913,
including a new steam generating plant. The plant's last expansion in
1920 was for a new foundry to expand still further the production of

cards. Throughout the 1920s, the Newton foundry was reputed the best in
New England for this type of machinery.

The conpany had nerged with the Lowell Machine Shops in 1912. I n an
effort to contain expenses, Lowell operations were shifted to Newton in
1927. By the early 1930s, however, the Newton plant was running at only
6 percent of capacity. There were no buyers for cards, and in a further
effort to consolidate the conpany, the Newton plant was closed in the
Spring of 1932, its operations shifted to York, Maine.

The former mllpond is now a parking |ot, but nost of the brick
buildings, constructed between 1893 and 1920, remain intact.
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NATI ONAL REG STER CR TER A STATEMENT (| appl i cabl e)

As one of the key factors i nthegrowth of Newton and Newton Upper Falls,

as well as fortheimportant technological role the conpany played i n the
growth of thetextile industry/ the Saco-Pettee Machi ne Shops neet

criteria A and C of the National Register of Historic Places.

ARCHTECTURAL SIGNIFICANCE Describe Important architectural features and evaluate In tems of
other buildings within the connunity.

The Saco-Pettee Machine Shops i nNewton Upper Falls i sa conplex of
approximately thirteen connected one-to-threestory, turn-of-the-century,
brick structures. (Though thesite was initially developed i nthe 1830s,
no structures remain fromthis earlier time period. The earliest
buildings were located adjacent t othe South Meadow Brook, where water
was utilized as a source of power.) The conplex i slocated on a 13-acre
parcel of land situated between Needham Street, a major thoroughfare, and
the former Charles River Railroad. The factory buildings aregiven a
sense of unity by their similar design, attributed t oLockwood, G eene &
Co. of Boston, and their common building material, redbrick. The
proportions of the buildings arelong and narrow. Further cohesionf or

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE Explain the role owners played In local or state history and how the
building relates to the development of the comunity*

The Saco-Pettee Machine Shops, manufacturers of cotton textile machinery,
was established by Otis Pettee i n1831. Pettee (1795-1853) had conmet o
Upper Falls i n1823t ooversee theconstruction of the Elliot

Manufacturing Conpany cotton mill (Area A) andthen t otake charge of its
machi ne shop. Once the€Elliot mill had been completed and equi pped with
\ machinery nade i nlarge part i nit sbasement machine shop, Pettee turned
"his attention tofilling machinery orders forother mlls i nthe region.

MThe success of this business | edhimi n1831 t ostart hi s own machine
shop not far distant on South Meadow Brook, a Charles River tributary a
half mile upstream fromthe€Elliot mll. He built a 25-foot dam a shop,
and a forge. Mich of theoriginal equipment was purchased from his ol d
empl oyer, as the conmpany discontinued machine building after Pettee's
departure. The business expanded rapidly, as contracts were filledfor
several mills i nNew England, as well as a nunber of mills i n Mexico.
Mich of hi ssuccess was as a result of the many innovations and
inventions which Pettee nade i ntextile machinery.

B BLI G3APHY and/ or REHFERENES

* George Swett G bb, The Saco-Lowell Shops. Textile Machinery Building
In New England (Cambridge, 1950).

Sanuel B. Lincoln, Lockwood Greene: The History of anEngineering
Busi ness, 1832-1958 (Brattleboro, VT, 1960).

Peter H Stott, A CGuide tothelndustrial Archeology of Eastern
Massachusetts (to be published i n1987).

Newt on Graphic 23 October 1931, p.|: 18 Decenber 1931, p. 1.

Henry K Rowe, Tercentenary History of Newton (Newton, 1930).
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ARCH TECTURAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

the group derives from thefact that almost al | have deep, overshot eaves
which have bracket supports and |large segmental masonry openings detailed
with radiating voussoir arches. Buildings 1-5 form an imposing row along
Gk Street and arearchitecturally significant.

H STORI CAL SI GNI FI CANCE, cont.

After Pettee's death i n1853, thebusiness was continued under t he
nane of Otis Pettee and Conpany by hi s sons George & Otis, and Henry
Billings, a son-in-|aw. Billings later bought out theothers' interests
and t hebusiness was incorporated as t hePettee Machine Wrks i n 1880.
During this period, thefirm achieved great success i nmanufacturing the
English flat card, and i t began t ospecializeinitsconstruction. In
1893, a new brick foundry was constructed, building 13, now t heol dest
part of thepresent complex. Designer was thepromnent mill engineering
firm of Lockwood, Greene & Conpany, which maintained close ties withthe
firm throughout i ts subsequent history. Two years later, an additional
three-storied brick mill. No. 2, was erected.

Wth increasing specialization, thefirm could not supply all the
different types of machinery necessary tothemanufacture of cotton
cloth. But i n1897 a merger with t he Saco Water Power Machi ne Shop nade

possible a situation where t heconpany could completely equip a mll with
everything but t he |l oomns.

The shops were expanded still further between 1910 and 1913,
including a new steam generating plant. The plant's last expansioni n
1920 was for a new foundry toexpand still further theproduction of

cards. Throughout t he1920s, t heNewton foundry was reputed thebest i n
New England for this type of machinery.

The conpany had nmerged with t helLowell Machine Shops i n1912. | nan
effort tocontain expenses, Lowell operations were shifted toNewtoni n
1927. By theearly 1930s, however, theNewton plant was running at only
6 percent of capacity. There were no buyers for cards, and i na further
effort toconsolidate t heconpany, theNewton plant was closed i n the
Spring of 1932, it s operations shifted t oYork, Maine.

The former millpond i snowa parking | ot, but nost of the brick
buildings, constructed between 1893 and 1920, remain intact.
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