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1. Name of Property

hisloric name
other names/site number

2. Location

street & number

city, town

gsate M assachusetts

3. Classification
Ownership of Property

The E.N. Jenckes Store

Main Street
Douglas fEast Douglas)
code 025 county Worrester

Category of Property

I not (or publication
N/LJ vicinity ~
code (77 zip code 01516

Number of Resources within Property

H private Y1 building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
n  public-local I ldistrict - buildings
n  public-State I Isite sites
| 1public-Federal | | structure structures
I lobject _ _ _ _ objects
JL n Total
Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
liM listed in the National Register n

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
[X] nomination request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Pari 60.
In my opinion, _the property [XI|meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.
VaxXXfKx A i dJdMAacf? IXii .18, \'!>’9_

Signature of certifying official n Dale
Executive Director, Massachusetts Historical Commission;

Seae or Fedad agacy ad bueau State Historic Preservation Officer

In my opinion, the property meets does not meet the National Register criteria. See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

Stale or Federal agency and bureau

5. Nationi-\l Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Qj.entered in the National Register.
Q~"See continuation sheet.

O determined eligible for the National
Register. | | See continuation sheet,

n determined not eligible for the
National Register.

removed from the National Register,
other, (explain:)

Signature of lhe Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use E.N. Jenckes Store, Douglas, Massachusetts

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Commer ce/ general store Recreation and Cul ture/ nuseum

Domestic/single dwelling

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)

(enter categories from instructions)

foundation stone

Greek Revival walls wood
foo' asphalt
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.
The E N Jenckes Store (MHC# 20), located onMin Street i n East Douglas,
was erected ca. 1825. The building i s set back 20 feet fromeast-west Route
16 (Main Street) and a simlar distance fromDepot Street with a northerly
orientation and has 60 feet of frontage. The main store and its nany
addi tions occupies half of the.275acre lot, while twodriveways and | awn
conprise the remainder.

The surrounding area i s alargely intact cluster of commercial, institutional
and residential buildings that would |ikely neet National Register criteria
for adistrict nomnation. Across Miain Street tothe north are anearly
20th-century library and vacant | ot on which stood the early 19th-century Hunt
House (which burned a fewyears ago), whilet othe east, across Depot Street
stands the 1834 Second Congregational Church. Residential buildings in the
nei ghbor hood include Federal and Geek Revival style structures.

The Jenckes general store i s aremarkably intact early Geek Revival

2 1/2-story comercial building. The store was i nactive use for alnost 150
years and during the first 75years had several additions built ontotheca.
1825 structure

The main bl ock of the Jenckes Store i s a Geek Revival style, 2 1/2-story,
frame building with gable roof. Twointerior center chimeys pierce the roof
and athird chirmey i sbuilt onthe easternpide. The front (north) facade
contains seven irregularly spaced bays (on the second story), whilethe sides
are two bays deep. The roof extends over the second story toforma full,
two-story porch. The second story porch has a sinple entablature supportedby
seven roiond wood col urms that areconnected by spindle oalusters. O the
first story the porch i s supported by seven round iron colums. Qeek Revival
elements include incised pilasters, period surrounds onthe three first-floor
doors and t he one second-floor door, and encl osed pedi nents on both ends of

the building. Wndows onthe second story facade ar e & 6 sash, except for the
thin, single-pane windows oneither side of the door, while on the first floor
there arelarge pane display windows. Astaircase extends fromthe first
floor of the porch tothe second.

[xjsee continuation sheet
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VWiile the Jenckes Store appeared inthis form by 1845 the original

structure, built ca. 1825, included only the five bays tothe east. It is
likely that the porch and all Geek Revival features date tothe time of the
1845 two-bay addition onthe west end of the store.

The Additions

At the sane time that the main block was |engthened, a one story ell was added
to the rear onthe west side. Also aframe structure, the ell wasoriginally

one-story with aflat roof. 1n1860, this ell was|engthened, thus connecting
the main block and the tall 1 1/2-story barn erected in 1858.

In 1885, the 1845¢l|l was expanded t otwostories with aflat roof, and

wi dened as well. Three years later, in 18388, another wooden el|l was addedt o
the eastern rear of the store. This one story structure has a very slightly
pitched roof with anonitor atop it. The last addition tothe E N Jenckes
Store was nmade, in 1892, when a small one story frame building was added on

the western (front) end of the structure. The addition has aflat roof and i s
just wi de enough t ohave a window and a door init. The door provides access
to the rear 1845el|.

Ar chaeol ogy

Wiile noprehistoric sites arecurrently recorded onthe property, it is
possible that sites are present. At |east twosites have been reported in the
general area (within onemle). This factor, and the close proximty of the
property tothe Minford River, indicatesfavorable conditions and a reasonabl e
basis t oexpect prehistoric sites. MNunerous prehistoric sites have al so been
recorded along the Route 146 corridor, about 1 1/2-mles east of the store.

In general, however, the potential for prehistoric sites seens | owas a result

of the constructionof the store (which has afull basenent) and progressive
additions, and the small size of the parcel (less than oneacre).

There i s also apotential for significant historic remains on the property.
Archaeol ogi cal survey and testing could help |ocate and define structural

remai ns of out buil di ngs and sheds, of which nany survive, as well as
occupation related features (trash pits, privies) fromthe early 19th century
to present. At |east twowells are also reported t obeonthe property, one
of which is saidtobehand day analysis. These remains could provide
detailed economc, social and cultural informationrelating tothe store
owners and patrons from the local popul ation.



8. Statement of Significance E.N. Jenckes Store. Douglas, Massachusetts
Corlilying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I Inationally Q statewide [X] locally
Applicable National Register Criteria [XJA [XIC | |D
Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) QC HHD NF | |G
Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Gonmer ce 1825- 1957 1885

Architecture

Cultural Affiliation

N/A
Significant Person Architect/Builder
N/A N/A

State significance ol properly, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The EN Jenckes Store i n East Douglas, Mssachusetts, anearly 19th century
general store, possesses integrity of location, design, setting, feeling,
materials, workmanshi p and association. The general storeishistorically
significant for itsassociationswith the commercial |ife of East Dougl as
during the store's nmore than a century of continuous activity. Likewse, the
Jenckes Store i sarchitecturally significant because i t i s one of veryfew

| ate Federal period commercial structures tosurvive m Mssachusetts and,
indeed, i s aremarkaoly intact Geek Revival store. Theperiod of
significance spans the years fromthe general store's construction ca. 1825,
to 1937. The Jenckes Store neets criteria Aand Cof the National Register of
Historic Places onthe local Ievel.

The EN Jenckes Store was probably the first store establishedi n East

Dougl as, (thefirst in Douglas being the Benjamn Cragin Store, established
prior t o1800). Naned after the third owner of the general store, EN
Jenckes, who owned and operated the business from 1885 until his death m
1924, the Jenckes Store was established (and probably built) by Elias Bal com
ca. 1825. Bal comestablishedthe business along the Ninth Massachusetts
Turnpi ke, the former east-west colonial road inproved in 1800, andthe general
store certainly served the needs of those travelling along the turnpike. East
Dougl as was already hone t oa tavern andinn, theCaleb Hill Tavern, |ocated
slightly west of the storeonthe turnpike and datingt othe Col onial

period. 1n1833, the Douglas Hotel was erected east of the store, also on the
Turnpi ke. These twoestablishments undoubtedly contributed tothe early
success of the Jenckes Store.

While Turnpike travellers were undoubtedly crucial tothe viability of the
general store, the growing popul ation ot East Dougl as provided a solid
financial base. Douglas' popul ationnore than doubled during the Federal
period (1776-1830) t o1, 742residents. Mich 'of the grow ng popul ationresided
in East Douglas where industrial devel opnent along the MiMford River began i n
the late 1700's. The axe manufacturing firm of Joseph and O iver Hunt was
established in 1798, andthe first textilemill was establishea m 1808.

IK] See continuation sheet



9 Myjor Bbliographical References E. N Jenckes Store, Dnnglas, Massarhnsptt”

Brown, Adol phus F., "History of Douglas, 1889" i n The History of Vtorcester
County, Massachusetts, J.MJ. Lewis and (., Philaueiphia Pennsyivannia, 1889

Emerson, WliiamA, History of the Tom of Douglas, Massachusetts, printedby
Frank W Bird, G a Book Shop, 37 Cormul |, 32 Brattle Street, ana Oor mul |
Steps, 18709

Marsh, Lucius J., Tne History of Places, Hones of People m the Town of
Dougl as, 1959, bound copy of unpublished manuscripts at S non Fairfield
Public Library, Dougl as, Massachusetts.

Q See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

[U preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested State historic preservation office
Q previously listed in the National Register 0 Other State agency
[*previously determined eligible by the National Register [*"Federal agency
designated a National Historic Landmark 1 ILocal government
n recorded by Historic American Buildings I I'University
Survey # H Othe
| Irecorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repogdtory:
Record # Douglas Historical Society

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property | €SS than one acre

Quad- Uxbridge Scal e- 1: 25000
UTM References
AUin™ 1217,514,6,0 4,6|6i1]1,00 B J L
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing
cL1JIl o ;¢ JoL DLu LIl 45 ¢

Q See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

See Assessors Mp

[USee continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The nom nated property includes al |l theland historically associated
with the EN Jenckes Store.

Q See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftittePavid R. Zarowin (MHC) with Anthony Coppola S Merritt Tetrault (Douglas Historical
oganization Massachusetts Historical Commission dae August 7, 1987

dregt & numbar 80 Boylston Street tdephone  (617) 727-8470

city or town Boston StateM assachusetts Zip code 02116

CommissioE
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The Jenckes Store was built directly across the street fromtne Hint residence
(ddestroye? by.Hre Ineariy 1980's) and about 1/4-mle fromthe axe factory
and textile mlls.

In 1839, Balcomsold the general store toits second owner, Gardner driase, who
enlarged the store in 1845 During Qase's tenure tne Boston and New York
Railroad was established with a depot m Douylas. Wuie the railroad reduced
turnpike travel, it naae foe speediec transportation for goods, thus perhaps
of f-setting sone | oss of passing travexiers. Ttiat the business did not suffer
greatly i s suggesteu uy the fact that Chase added t othe store i n 1858 and
1860. Chase, and later hiswife, ran the business until 1859 and then rented
It out t oothers who continuedthe ousiness, until 1883, when Edward N
Jenckes purchased the property, [line produces JencKes sold included dry and
rancy goods, staple and fancy groceries, flour, grain, and animal feed,
clotning, boots and shoes, carpets ana other nousehold goods. Soon after he
took control of the business Jenckes expanded the store: m 1885, adding a
furniture room in 1888, enlarging the dry goods area; and i n 1892, enlarging
the grocery area. During his half-century m business EN Jenckes
estaoiished the general store as the nost successful and prom nent business i n
the growi ng conmercial ana residential area of East Douglas. Hi ssuccess was
owng inpart, nodoubt, tothe loyalty of his customers, a dedication that
was enhanced by Jenckes' practice of bartering with his custoners ana allowing
themt obuy on credit. He accepted potatoes, butter, eggs and ot her

commodi ties as paynent for drygoods and groceries, and had an account book
(surviving) i nwhich credit purchases were noted.

Wil e Jenckes' store remained i nbusiness after his death m 1924, business
slowed with the decline of local industry andthe rise of the autonooile,

whi ch enabl ed Dougl as residents t osnop i nlarger (less expensive) comrercial
centers. The store finally ceasea business i nthe iS50s, after whichi t
becane a thrift shop. 1 n1972the thrift snop closed and t he property was
turned over t othe Douglas Historical Society.

G special significance isthe fact that tne Jenckes Store has nany of the
items once available for sale still on tne shelves. The nerchandising area of
the store isan 'L shaped continuous open space which containsthe followi ng:

It must be noted here that tlie store ceased operating about 25 years ago and
for another 25years or soprior totnat time the stock slowy awi ndled aue t o
a state of decline. Therefore it should be realized that tne anount of goods
and wares onthe shelves and el sewhere arenow a great deal |ess m nunber.

conti nued
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Dy ods Section (Vertical part of 'L' fromfront torear) This '"U shaped
area has ail of the original counters ana shelves which are |ocated onthe
three sides. The counters total 78feet inlengthwth drawers underneatn and
five glass show cases appropriately placed. The paint onthe shelves is
original and is nowm a faded gray condition. This entire sectionis
original and intact.

O the shelves at the left wall one can view threads of cottonand silk intact
m the original v/ooden cabinets given to the store bythe thread conpany.
Alongside there are trimmngs, |acings, bindings, ribbons and enbroideries.
There are |adies cuffs, hosiery, undergarments and a few handbags. Next are
sanpl es of carpeting, colored prints, linens, linings and sheeting material
for beds and pillow cases, several unbrellas, plumes, brushes and glass |anp
shades.

The rear shelves of this sectionare mainly devoted to nen's wear suchas
hose, paper and linen collars ana cuffs, snirts, straw hats, derbies, beavers,
tall silk hats and original period hat boxes. Also cotton gloves, black
shopwor k caps, underwear, ties and bowties, nair-brushes, razors and shaving
soap are on display.

O the right wall are to oe found rubbers, ooots, snoes, gaiosnes, |aces and
soles. Mst of these items are intheir original boxes. Further along are
nany m scel | aneous goods pens, inks, nucilage, writing tablets, envel opes
and ot her wares.

Center Section

This part of the horizontal 'L lies oetween the dry goods and grocery
sections. The front wall shelves hold pots, pans, pails, |anmps, w cks, wash
boards and other various tinware. Opposite this front wall is adesk which is
4 feet high, 8feet long and has a slopingwriting area where accounts were
kept. Each transaction was carefully recorded and hand written m huge

day/l edger booKS. Qustoners were issued account books sothat they too could
keep records of purchases and paynents. The |edger books of the store ace
intact and date back to 1877. Ahigh stool is here and under the desk isa
safe dated 1877 which was used for cash and inportant papers.

Afew of the entries inthe |ledger book of 1886 are 2 yds cotton 15%2% pr
rubbers AQYdoz eggs 3X; | b coffee B2, doz buttons 05?2 bag of wheat 1.85;
2 | bs Dutter 66X; yeast 0xX; bbl flour 575 pr shoes 1.30; tobacco B2
undershirt 508% spool thread 08%; gal of vinegar 20%.

continued
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G ocery Section

Thi s enconpasses the bal ance of the horizontal 'L, the remaining part of the
front store. I nfront of the (shelved) back wall is the counter, 18 feet m
length and very much worn - telltale signs of the many decades of usage.

Qh the counter arethree glass cases with shelves, a tobacco cutter, paper
rack anda | arge coffee grinder.

Qh the wall tothe left of the grocery counter areshelves for patent

medi ci nes andextracts. Sone of these arestill there. Under this partare
nany smal | drawers where spices andherbs were kept. Adjoining thisare
several shelves which held tobaccos, snuff and natches.

The wall shelves Denno the counter were used tor canned goods. @ndisplay
now m this area areoriginal enpty tins ana wooaen boxes which once cont anea
chesses, lard, codfish, soaps, nustard, nuts, teas, coffees, cocoa, cereals,
biscuits, baking powder, nolasses, mnceneat andoriginal fiour and sugar
sackKs.

At the furthest endof the grocery section, which isthe right front end of
the store, shelves which still hold jugs, crockery, earthenware, cast iron ana
old canning jars, carryingbaskets of various sizes and original boxes which
once viere filled with dried peas and beans.

h the floor at this endis alarge gramscale usefor nany purposes,
especially toweigh upsmaller bags of flour, salt, sugar, wheat and ot her
items, all taken from 100 | b bags and barrels. Sone of the original oarrels
are still here andalso original crates which were used for fruitsand
vegetables. There is also a punp for kerosene, the barrel containing the
liquid being inthe cellar.

The el | adjoiningthe rear of the grocery section, at right angles tothe nmain
building, 1sthe back store which was used for supplies, itenms not frequently
called for, and oarrel s of pickles andsalt £XrK

Next, m the sane |ine of this ell, isthe granary where bulk grains were

stored m bins. Abutting the granary, andat right angles thereto, is the
barn, with stalls, blanket andharness roomana tne upper floor for hay.

continued

‘024711
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Above the entire eil between the mam store anu the barn is anotner story
which | Scalled the furniture room |his was useu t ostore and display
various pieces of furniture as well as |adders, rakes, wheel barrows and
broons. At present, this roomcontains nateriat owed by the tustorical
society.

The second floor of the mam store building was used for living quarters.



A Pl cley
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This is a true copy.

ATTEST: _
BettyA?in McCallum, Town Clerk

Douglas, Massachusetts

ft A \Ir-
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Jenckes, E. N., Store
Worcester County

MASSACHUSETTS Working No.  LEC 29 1987
Fed. Reg. Date: T-H[AA
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Action: «..CEPT /9 " A
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owner objection Federal Agency:
n appeal
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Reviewer's comments:

Recom./Criteria.
Reviewer
Discipline
Date
see continuation sheet

Nomination returned for: .technical corrections cited below
.substantive reasons discussed below

1. Name

2. Location

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use
Public Acquisition Accessible

4. Owner of Property

5. Location of Legal Description

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

Has this prop>erty been determined eligible? * yes * no

7. Description

Condition Check one Check one
excellent | | deteriorated una ltered ¢ original site
good I Iruins altered moved date.
e fair I I unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

e summary paragraph
CH completeness

e cClarity

| | alterations/integrity
| ldates

I I boundary selection



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

Specific dates Builder/Architect
Statement of Significance (irt one paragraph)

CD summary paragraph

cn completeness

CD clarity

cn applicable criteria

cn justification of areas checked

cn relating significance to the resource

e context

cn relationship of integrity to significance
cn justification of exception

cn other

9. Major Bibliographical References

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property
Quadrangle nanmw
UTM References

Verbal boundary description and justification

11. Form Prepared By

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

national state local
State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title date

13. Other

cn Maps
cn Photographs
cn Other

Questions concerning this nomination may be directed to.

Signed Date Phone:.

GPO 91 8-450

Comments for any item may be continued on an attached sheet














































































The Commonwedlth of M assachusetts

Office of the Searetay of Sae
Michad .Josgoh Connolly. Secrdary

Massadhusetts Higtoricd Commisson
Vdeie A. Tdmege

F.xeculive t)irecl(jr

.Sale Hidloric Preservation  Officer

Decamber 18,1987
Carol Shull
National .Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior
National Park Service
P.O. Box 37127
Washington, DC 20013-7127
Dear Ms. Shull:
Enclosed you will find the nomination forms for the following properties:
Danvers, Fox Hill School, 81 Water Street, HTCA #10212 VA
Douglas, E.N. Jenckes Store, Man Street
Maiden, Odd Fellows Building, 442 Main Street
Winchendon, Murdock School, Murdock Avenue
They have been voted eligible by the State Review Board and have been signed
by the State Historic Preservation Officer. Ownes were notified of pending
State Review Board consideration 30-75 days before the meeting and were
afforded the opportunity to comment. No commets have been received to date.

Sincerely,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Gonm ssion
B es

Encl osure

8) Boyldon Sredt. Bodon, Massadhusdts 116 (617) 727840 29 1M



The Commonwealth of M assachusetts

Office of the Secretary of State
Michael Joseph Connolly, Secretary

Massachusdtts Historical Commission
Vaerie A. Tamage

E.xeculive Director

Sale Historic Preservation Officer

FEB2\
JUL

Febiuaiy 25 1988

Ms. Carol Shull

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

Departnment of Interior

P.Q Box 37127

Washi ngton, DC 20013-7127

Dear M.MJMHIIS

Pl ease correct the following National Register listing entered in the
February 5, 1988 National Register of Historic Places.

MASSACHCEETTS, Worcester County, East Douglas, Jenckes, E N Store,
Main Street (01/28/88).

Shoul d read:

MASSACQUSETTS, Worcester County, Douglas, Jenckes, E. N Store,
Main Street (01/28/88).

[ hank you for attending t othis matter.

Sincerely,

Valerie A Tal mage
Executive Director
State Historic Preservation Officer
Massachusetts Historical Conrnission

VAT/ AT/ dr

80 Boylston Street, Boston, Massachusetts 02116 (617) 727-8470



