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The Memorial Library in Boothbay Harbor , Maine, exemplifies Greek 
Revival architecture in its grandest form. Shaped as^an ancient temple, 
the form is clear effort to reproduce classical architecture. The 
structure's design encompasses many of the elements typical of this revival 
style: a rectangular block structure, an extended triangular pediment supported 
by a classical order of columns forming a portico the width of the building, 
and a large entablature.

Under the prostyle portico supported by four Doric columns on the east 
front facade is a large door, framed by sidelights and pilasters. The door 
is; capp'ed by a wide" lintel. Each side of this door is framed by two shuttered 
windows, six panes onver six. The triangular pediment has a large louvered 
fan placed directly in its center. This- feature constitutes a noldover 
detail from the preceding Federal style.

The one story structure's south side is punctured by four full-size 
shuttered windows of eight panes over eight over eight. In the wide 
entablature above each of these windows appears a small oval window.

An ell has been added to the west end, as well as a larger extension 
to the rear north wall of the main structure. A chimney straddles the 
roof ridge at the west end of the building.

Obvious in its Greek Revival intentions, the Library is a credit to 
its honest allegience to that theme. Built with few compromises, its 
design serves as' a pleasing expression of this architectural style.
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The noble and impressively sited Greek Revival Temple Style structure 
which houses the Boothbay Harbor Memorial Library was built as a private 
home in 1842 by Cyrus McKown. Inheriting a commercial fishing business 
in Townsend Gut from his father, McKown developed a highly successful 
shipping and shipbuilding enterprise in Boothbay Harbor . By the middle 
of the 19th century he had become one of the most important entrepreneurs 
in the community and built a home befitting his station. In 1873 he sold 
his house to Chapman Reed, member of a prominent Boothbay family, whose 
heirs sold the building to the town in 1923 to be used for the Free Memorial 
Library dedicated to those who gave their lives in the World War.

A free library, founded by vote of the town in 1906, had occupied 
various rented quarters until 1922 when a bond issue was authorized to 
purchase the Reed House. Remodelling of the building for use as a 
library was carried out by Stanley Parker, a Boston architect, whose son, 
Stanley Parker, Jr., designed the addition built in 1966.

Apart from its obvious architectural merit and its ties with the maritime 
history of this famous seaport, the Memorial Library is a logical and 
appropriate example of preservation through adaptive re-use.
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