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The Fort Collins Post <Dffice, constructed in 1911, is a two 

story rectangular-shaped building with a red tile hipped roof and 
is located at the southwest corner of College and Oak Streets. 

The structure is built of reinforced concrete faced on the College 

and Oak Street facades with regular coursed limestone blocks. 

With its treatment of the window openings on the main floor and 

the panelled frieze on the second, coupled with the careful balance 

of visual elements and its, simple, almost elegant lines, the building 
is a stylized example of Second Renaissance Revival architecture 

and is unique in Fort Collins.

The Oak Street facade is dominated by two pairs of large arched 

windows which flank the main entrance. The windows are composed 
of a large rectangular 1x1 double hung sash and two smaller 1x1 

double hung sash windows. The entire group is topped by a tran­ 

som which is defined by a semi-circular mullion with two members 

radiating from the arch. A similiar transom is located over the 

doorway above a limestone pendiment featuring volute supports. A 

large ornamental medallion with the letters " US" in the center flanked by 
two horns filled with fruit is centered above the words "Post Office" which

appear in the, pediment.
The overall design is brought to a satisfying conclusion by 

a large rectangular window which is located at each end of the 

facade, a balance to the central group. The window is topped by an 

entablature consisting of a limestone pediment with a volute design 

supporting the frieze. Directly above the windows is an ornamental 

medallion reminiscent of the large one over the entrance, that further 

reinforces the overall unity.

The College Street facade is similiar to the north side except 

there is one less pair of arched and double casement windows. 

There is a secondary entrance to which, like the main entrance, 

access is gained by a plain concrete step.
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A horizontal ornament runs along the north and east facades 

of the building, dividing it into two parts. Above this is a series 

of windows that reinforce the rhythm established by those of the 
lower section. Double casement windows are located at both ends 

of the facade, directly above the rectangular windows. Over each 

of the large arched windows and door is located a group of three 

windows made up of a square sash flanked by narrow rectangular 
sashes, and defined by limestone mullions. The total impression is 

of a panelled frieze with decorative shields in bas relief located in 

the "panels" or spaces between the windows.
The south and west sides of the building, not a public area, lack 

the limestone blocks or any ornamentation. A large covered loading 

area is on the south side of the building.
Withh the exception of the doors, which have been modernized, 

the Fort Collins Post Office is unchanged. With its careful blend 
of architectural elements, it remains a fine example of an architectural 

stjke unique to the town.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Fort Collins Post Office possesses architectural signi­ 

ficance because it is an excellent stylized expression of Second 

Renaissance Revival architecture, a style unique in the town of Ft 
Collins.

The Fort Collins Post Office was completed and occupied by October 
5, 1912. The contractor was J.H. Weise and the supervising architect was 

James Knox Taylor. The first postmaster was Marshall Moore and 

John L. Nightingale was the Assistant Postmaster.

The Post Office, with its careful attention to scale and 

juxtaposition of architectural elements, is a stylized expression 

of Second Renaissance Revival Architecture, a syle unique in Ft. Collins 
The overall impression is one of grace and grandeur due to its treatment 

of arched windows, the facade of the building and careful attention to 
detail. It reminds one of a Washington monument transported to the 
plains and cow country of Colorado.

The building is currently empty, however, there are plans under­ 

way to remodel the interior into a comfortable and convenient office 
space while retaining its unique exterior. Upon completion the 

building will once again play an important role in the life of 
Ft. Collins.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Located on parts of lots 12,13,14,15,16 on block 112 of the 
town of Fort Collins.
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As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89-665), I 
hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated according to the 
criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.
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