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ARCHITECTURAL / HISTORICAL SURVEY

DAVENPORT, IOWA

The Architects Office
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SITE $82-10-_M4-605 MAP #___3
HIST. DIST.
NAME _St. Joseph's Catholic Church (H )9_
ADDRES »6th & Marquette St*}."eeﬁs p
LEGAL DES. Mitchell's 2nd Add. 12 _lots 1l and 7
. SUB-DIVISION BLOCK . PARCEL SUB-PARCEL

UTM{ 15 11010, 7,0 1415194 7301 ACREAGE =1 ZONE_C-2

EASTING NORTHING
OWNER St. Joseph's Catholic Church
605 Marquette St., Davenport, IA
TITLE H. -
(IF DIFF)

DAVENPORT COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT DEPARTMENT
Wehner, Nounsz, Pottschullond Pfiffrer IOWA DIVISION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION
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DESCRIPTION

ALTERATIONS
SITE 8 RELATED STR.

FORM Basilica plan church, entrance at base of gable-end tower %%'ﬂrsg 1881
maTeriaLs _Brick, stone foundation g?gﬁe Cothic Revival

FENESTRATION __Gothic arch predominates

oisT. FEATURes _Corbel table at eaves, elaborate brickwork on tower

Corner lot in mid-scale residential area

STATEMENT

Architect Victor Huot made good use of local brickmasons' skills in this
high Victorian and Gothic church. Its form is basically that of Huot's
earlier Romanesque St. Mary's (1867-69), but employs decorative brickwork
to a much greater and more emphatic degree, A pronounced verticality is
achieved through exaggerated pendant corbelling; tall pointed-arch windows
whose hoodmolds, being almost the same color as the walls, do nothing

to stop the upward movement; and tower with tall, slender steeple rising
above sharply-drawn gables on the bellchamber.

SOURCES

Oszuscik, p. 291
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A/1ICANCE _
¢his building is associated with one of two west.end Catholic parishes.
Together, these two churches - one English speaking and the other German
speaking - illustrate the importance of ethnic neighborhoods and centers in
the community. Significance is derived under the theme of settlement.

DESCRIPTION

St. Joseph's Catholic Church was .<73riginally established in 1854 under the name

St. Kunigunda." A small stone church was erected the following year by the
German speaking priest and parishoners, The church located in the west end
where the German-American community was the largest, The present church was
constructed in 1881. Other buildings in the St. Joseph's complex include a
school and convent (possibly the original stone church radically modified).
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SOURCES

Crane, Florence, The Catholic History of the Tri-Cities, Dubuque, Iowa; Florence

Crane Publisher, 1905.

Duncan, Francis, St. Joseph's Parish 1855-1956.

Davenport,

1956.
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ST. JOSEPH'S CHURCH — DAVENPORT.
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