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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The proposed Aberdeen Highlands Historic District is a rectangular three block area 
north of the Milwaukee Road tracks and the main commercial district. It extends from 
12th to 15th Avenue on North Main Street and is comprised of six partial blocks.

Each house in the district was given a grade from "A" to "F" depending upon its 
affect on the whole district. "A" houses are exceptional period examples and "B's" 
are good period houses. Those buildings which blended into the district were given a 
"C" rating. Distracting and very distracting homes were classified as "D" and "F" 
elements, respectively. Twelve "A,".one "B," two "C," three "D," and one "F" ratings 
were given to the seventeen homes and two carriage houses in the district. The 
grading system was based upon architectural and/or historical qualities associated 
with the area.

Other elements which were not graded, but enhanced the area's appeal included 
two grassy boulevards anchoring the district on 12th Avenue and groups of trees form­ 
ing an arch over the street and sidewalks. The trees were transplanted from the banks 
of the James River in the early part of this century. A hitching post in front of 
1201 North Main Street is a reminder of those pioneers who settled and built up the 
neighborhood.

The district has many unifying characteristics, for example, the small number of 
houses per block. Two of the six partial blocks have two houses each, three have three 
houses and one has four houses on it. Another common trait is the distance each house 
is set back from the street. Most homes have ample lawns surrounding them. All of 
the exceptional period examples of homes are two or two and one-half stories tall in a 
rectangular design. However, the most outstanding feature of the district is the com­ 
mon use of the Neo-Uolonial style of architecture in the Eclectic Revival period. 
Variations of this style are incorporated in numerous homes built between. 1907 and 
1929 in this 'area.

Two of the architecturally outstanding houses are described below:

1206 Nortn Main Street. This 2h story Georgian Revival style home was built in 
1909 by W.D. Swain and remodeled in 1956, 1965 and 1967. However, it retained its 
resemblence to the Henry Wadsworth Longfellow house in Cambridge upon which it was 
patterned. The fenestration is symmetrically placed throughout the design. Pilasters 
run the heighth of the front (west) facade and are surmounted by a pediment. Balus­ 
trades crown the truncated hip main roof and the single story wing roofs.

1216 North Main Street. Built in 1909 and remodeled in 1956 and 1972, this 2h 
story home was influenced by the Prairie style of architecture. The first story is 
covered with bricks, but the second story and dormers are stuccoed. A single story 
wing on the south wall has a flat roof and ribbon windows. The hip roof has substan­ 
tially projecting eaves and dormers to the north and south. Wooden trim appears between 
tne first and second stories, around the windows and beneath the eaves. The front 
(west) entrance is decorated with a porch reminescent of the airplane Bungalows. The 
carriage house in the northeast corner of the property used the same design as the 
house complete with dormers and extending eaves.
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1201 North Main: 2% story Neo-Colonial style house built in 1907.
1201 North Main carriage house: 1% story carriage house converted into a garage
with wood and brick siding and a cupola.
1206 North Main: 2% story Georgian Revival style home built in 1909 for W. D.
Swain.
1216 North Main: 2% story Prairie style house built in 1909.
1216 North Main carriage house: 1% story carriage house converted into a garage.
It is built in the Prairie style tradition.
1306 North Main: 2% story brick house built in 1913.

2% story English Medieval style house built in 1911.
2 story Tudor style house.
2 story Prairie style house built in 1914.
2^ story house built in 1916 of brick and stucco.
2% story Neo-Colonial style house built in 1929.

1306 North Main
1314 North Main
1323 North Main
1403 North Main
1404 North Main
1410 North Main: 2 story Neo-Colonial style house.

Legal Descriptions 

1201 North Main:

1215 North 
1206 North 
1216 North 
1307 North 
1313 North 
1323 North 
1306 North 
1310 North 
1322 North 
1403 North 
1411 North 
1419 North 
1404 North 
1410 North 
1420 North

Main: 
Main; 
Ma i n: 
Ma i n; 
Ma i n: 
Main: 
Main: 
Ma i n; 
Main: 
Ma i n: 
Main: 
Main: 
Main; 
Main; 
Main:

E 13' of lot 16, all lot 17-24 inc. & S 8' of E 75.17' of lot 7,
block 12, Highlands Addition
Lots 1-6 incl, block 12, Highlands Addition
Lots 13-18, block 11, Highlands Addition
Lots 7^12 inc., block 11, Highlands Addition
Lots 7, 8, 9, 10, 11, 12, block 11, Highlands Addition 

block 19, Highlands Addition 
block 19, Highlands Addition 

14, 15, 16, block 20, Highlands Addition 
18, and S 2' of Lot 19, block 20, Highlands Addition 

24, block 20, Highlands Addition
Lots 9, 10, 11, 12, block 24, Highlands Addition
Lots 5-8, block 24, Highlands Addition
Lots 1-4, block 24, Highlands Addition
Lots 13, 14, 15, 16, block 23, Highlands Addition
Lots 17, 18, 19, 20, and S 10' lot 21, block 23, Highlands Addition
N 15' of lots 21 and all 22, 23, 24, block 23, Highlands Addition

Lots 4, 5, 6
Lots 1, 2, 3
Lots 13
Lots 17
Lots 22, 23,
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Aberdeen Highlands Historic District has a high concentration of architecturally 
significant private residences. The neighborhood was developed through the efforts 
and ingenuity of two of Aberdeen's early realtors, who foresaw its growth. Major 
Charles A. Howard, Sr. and Samuel C. Hedger began development when the area was two 
blocks out in the country covered with prairie grass. Trees were seen only along the 
James River. Many of these saplings were transplanted to the Highlands and resulted 
.in the present tree-lined streets and sidewalks.

The Highlands quickly became a popular residential area for successful Aberdeen 
business and professional men. The homes they built are among the most outstanding 
structures in the state.

Heading the list of prominent residents in the Highlands is Major Howard. He 
was the first South Dakota soldier mustered into the service -during the Spanish-American 
War, when he commanded the Second Battalion. After the war, Major Howard returned to 
Aberdeen to resume his successful real estate business and to actively participate in 
local and state politics.

With the help of men like Howard and Hedger, Aberdeen became the largest city in 
the northern half of South Dakota. Nicknamed the "Hub City" for the number of railroad 
lines planned or completed through town, Aberdeen was a key point in the development of 
the transportation network and social fabric in the state. It housed commercially, 
socially, and politically active families important to state growth.

The town lies atop a natural slough at 1229 feet above sea level. The area along 
North Main Street euphemistically is referred to as the "Highlands" because it is three 
feet higher above sea level than the commercial center.

The Chicago, Milwaukee, and St. Paul Railroad chose the location of Aberdeen to 
coincide with the point at which the railroad's north/south and east/west lines met. 
In 1881 Charles H. Prior platted the town to lie south of the junction not thinking 
that the area north of the junction would ever be settled. The railroad and businessmen 
with establishments south of the tracks waged a bitter and involved battle with citi­ 
zens who wanted to develop the Highlands. Railroad employees were held at bay with a 
fire hose by angry citizens, who demanded that the crossing be opened. The railroad 
coal shed was moved to allow completion of the passage, but employees moved it back 
when their opponents were preoccupied. After railroad officials ignored a court order 
to open the crossing, an angry crowd stopped traffic by anchoring a locomotive on the 
tracks. Finally, an agreement was reached and settlement was permitted north of the 
Milwaukee Road's east/west line. The Highlands was quickly settled by prominent families


