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COND!ITION

(Check One)
[} Exceilent [J Good [ Fair [X] Deteriorated [J Ruins ] Unexposed

(Check One) (Check One)
Altered [ Unaltered [ Moved X Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The entire Fort Henry complex originally consisted of a solidly
constructed earth work fortification of five bastions supplemented
with sandbags and a series of outer rifle pits. The inner fort
contained fourteen guns, nine bore on the Tennessee River it was

built to defend, and five were mounted on the land side. The outer fort

consisted of a series of infantry entrenchments.

At the present time due to the impoundment of Kentucky Lake, the

site of inner Fort Henry is under water. The only portion of the

Tort which survives in recognizable form is a series of rifle pits
which originally constltuted part of the outer breast works. Three
Sections remain. One is approximately one-fourth of a mile in length,
and the other two sections form -a semi-circle with a combined total of

approximately one-third of a mile inm-length.

_ The earth works are somewhat lower than their original height,
ranging at present from three to perhaps eight feet. Those sections
of the fortification which are not under water are unaltered except
by natural forms of weathering.
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v

The Union capture of Fort Henry gave them access to the Tennessee
River, and after the fall of Fort Donelson elght days later the rlver
was open into the heart of the Confederate states. This cut the
Confederate states off from the old northwest and pushed their

forces back further into the south. Capture of Fort Henry by the
Union forces also led indirectly to the sinking, or capture by
Federal forces, of all but one of the Confederate steamboats operating
in the area. The value of the ironclad as a river weapon was proven
by the fact that Fort Henry surrendered to a naval force and not an
army force. The action also cost the Confederates seventeen pieces
of artillery, five dead, eleven wounded, five missing, and seventy-
eight prisoners.

Fort Henry was named for Gustavus A, Henry who represented the State
of Tennessee in the Confederate senate at Richmond from 1861 to 1865,
but it was Major General Bushrod Johnson who selected the site for
the fort. Work on the construction of Fort Henry began on June 14,
1861. The Confederacy was trying to avoid violating the proclaimed
neutrality of Kentucky and thus the fort was placed in Tennessee
when actually the west bank of the river, or Kentucky, would have
been a much better choice. As it was the fort was constructed on the
east bank of the river at a place so low that when the river rose
water would overflow into the lower parts of the works. . .

From the beginning of January 1862, the fort was subject to occasional
shellings by Union gunboats, but on February 6, Flag Officer Andrew H.
Foote and his gunboats began their attack in ernest. After a fairly
hot engagement of some 75 minutes, the fort surrendered.

A Union camp was then established outside the fort following the
surrender and the Union forces then went on to capture Fort Donelson.
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32 Pounder Barbette Gun (12)

2Lk Pounder Barbette Rifled Gun (Burst)
10 Inch Columbiad

2L Pounder Seige Gun

12 pPounder Seige Gun (2)
Flagstaff

Drawbridge

Well

Magazine

Ordnance Stores

Quarters

Adjutants @uarters
Officers Quarters

Harper's Weekly
Vol. IV No. 270



. mile 62 6, mile 63.0 and mile 64.4. 9-/8-70
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