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7. description

CONDITION
D Excellent

:Q; Alte
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D Foir

Unaltered

(Check One) 
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D Moved gjj Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (It known) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE
_^i. four-story red mill on ^.93 acres, the land, making a long configuration 
along the just 'banks of the South Braich of the itaritan River and. the Spruce 
Hun. A picturesque limestone cliff forms a ba-kdrop along the western line 
of property, providing beauty ana protection for the site. The four-story 
wood frame mill stands beside the river at the southerly end of the proper 
ty. A dam about 16?' long spans the river at the mill site. The aporoach 
and spillway of the aam drop the Wo.ter about 12', in an even sheet across 
the length of the aam, and the flow is cons bait throughout the year. The 
mill ./heel has been restored aad is operable. The tail race is in good 
co.iaition as are the other stone-foundation, sections of the mill,
A description and conveyance dated I?o3 describes the property beginning 

at a point "below the lowermost part of the square fr?me of J. McKioney's 
mill dam", etc. A firm of professional civil engineers ? :u Isnd surveyors 
has plotted the full description in this old conveyance and compared it 
with contemporary surveys. Their conclusion is that the contemporary 
acreage "is without question meant to be the sair.e tract of lana" as that 
described in the I?o3 conveyance. This firm has supplied our museum with 
several maps that make their conclusion obvious. (Firm is otuder au. 
Ilcolaowney, P.A., Clinton, New Jersey)
An advertisement GO sell the iid.ll property, in 1760, describes it as "5 

miles from ?itts-town, and about 12 idles from &he iielaw^re iiiver, 28 from 
Brunswick landing, and 30 from Trenton". Also "the situation is remarkably 
healthy a id pleasant, ana in a 11 le art of the country11 . The mill was 
aescribed as "36x-UU feet" (s&Lie neinsure as old section of prese it foundatior) 
"Jith b/jo pair ji stone ana two ,/c,ter wheels, the merciia it aid country 
ooults, hoistinj; ./or^s «u rolling screen are all in good order ?. id go by 
water. Also an oil mill built last suinmer, " etc. Eighty-fiva years later, 
when the town of Clinton took lc,.ia across the river from Union Township, it 
took "a mill once famed ior .ria^ing flaxseja (linseed) oil".

The j ; .ill wa^ enlarged beyona t1 :^ original 36'xlil]. 1 section to the present 
approximate ^S'xUU 1 stona wrll foi?;iiat>ion. This addition is probably late 
18 th or early l^uh century as indicate a by the hewn oak framing. The mill 
is frame const uction for the 2% stories above trie ground floor stone walls. 
Changes have been maae to the mill through out the 19th century for the 
various changes in milling operations. Much of the mill equipment is still 
intact.

The skeletal beans are original as is the 36»xUU» stone foundation . 
The original peak or top remains inside the mill. (The point where the 
original mill was.) The westerly «ide of the front door to end of «m 
is an addition. (Direction corresponds to photo.) This is easily de 
tected on the interior of the mill.
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6. pigLiificance
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I t Urban Planning 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Deed searches by Mr. D. S. Hammond show the following mill lot title 
chain: Mahlon Kirkbrudem 1751 — David McKinney, 1761 — Mahlon Taylor, 
1776 — Daniel Hunt, 1778 — David Miller, 1806. David McKinney was a 
Miller, as was his father Mordecai and Brother William at the north branch. 
The unts were also Millers and thus the earlier name for Clinton of Hunts 
Mills. The mill stands at the junction of the south branch of the Raritan 
and the Old Easton Turnpike. Millers shipped some of their finished pro 
ducts east by wagon to Raritan landing. Other products went west to the 
Delaware. The "Great Road" running north and south joined the Philadelphia- 
Trenton area with the northerly sections of the state. Although in a semi- 
widerness, the mill was centrally located. Goods wereialso shipped by boat 
on the Raritan itself, but this was generally limited to the time of spring 
freshets.

Commerce
Early in its history it was an-oil mill, grinding flax seed oil. ^ 

Since diversification was necessary for survival this mill was also 
a grist mill and salt mill.

Architecture
The original skeletal square frame remains while the siding is new. 

The mill has been restored and an addition constructed on the most westerly 
end of the building. The 36 'xM*' original foundation is intact and the 
aoint or peak where the original mill was remains inside the mill.

Until it became a museum,the building has always been a mill. Now 
.t stands as a symbol of New Jersey's heritage . Through its unique set 
ting, its architecture, and the many exhibits it houses, it expresses the 
qualities of inventiveness, determination and independence that became 
synonymous with the American spirit.
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Deed searches, Trenton, Flemington 
Newspaper extracts and microfilm - Trenton, Phila., N.T. 
Tax records, N.J. State Archives, Trenton 
Will records, N.J. State Archives, Trenton 
Map research, Rutgers, N.Y. Public Library, N.T. Historical Society 
Descendants of Mordecai McKinney, Gerald Petty
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 

89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 
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