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The orginial building is an archetypal example of Supervising Architect's Taylor's Renais­ 
sance Revival design. The building is decorated with extensive terracotta ornament, 
and has a red terracotta tile roof. The lobby has a groin-vaulted ceiling and drop lights 
dating from the 1936 remodeling. The addition completed in the 1930s was sympathetic to 
the orginial design, but the 1966 addition is a stucco box that does not relate to the 
structure's dominant Italianate detailing.

LOCAL CONTEXT

Santa Cruz is the Santa Cruz County Seat, and is located in the north shore of Monterey 
Bay, approxiamtely 25 miles southwest of San Jose. Mission Santa Cruz was established 
in 1971 on a mesa overlooking the Bay and the present-day town. The post office is 
within the downtown business district at the southeast corner of Front and Water Streets. 
The surrounding uses are primarily retail and commercial. Directly across Front Street, 
to the west of the post office, is a shopping area of restored retail/commercial buildings 
containing three properties currently listed on the National Register.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The architectural style of the building is Renaissance Revival. The symmetric front 
facade is articulated with an arcade, carried by unfluted granite Doric columns, and 
circular marble plaques are placed in the spandrels of each arch. A molded terracotta 
belt course runs the length of the arcade, and an eagle is placed in each of the pro­ 
jecting wings of the front elevation, and is decorated with an elaborate egg-and-dart 
molding, and floral bosses are placed in the coffers between the modillions.

The north and south elevations are identical, each containing ten light casement 
windows. The facades project slightly, roughly 15 feet from the elevation, and 
contain windows identical to those found on the end wings of the front elevation.

The public lobby has a 20-foot vaulted ceiling, visually supported by marble pilasters 
and Corninthian capitals. The green terrazzo floor is separated with strips of white 
marble, and bordered with a rose marble baseboard.

ALTERATIONS

A 30-foot by 97-foot addition to the workroom was completed in 1936 in the style of the 
orginial building. A second addition was made to the workroom in 1966, and was not 
sensitive to the orginial style. Drop lights and bronze post office boxes were added 
to the lobby during the 1936 remodeling.
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The building's architectural significance is based on its considerable aesthic merit, and 
its usefulness as an example of the changing remodeling policies of the federal government, 
The murals, painted as part of the New Deal art program of the 1930s, are important 
documents of the social and artistic milieu of the 1930s , and testify to the building's 
continued importance as a focus of small-town life.

ARCHITECTURE
The 1936 addition remained faithful to the orginial style and feeling of the building, and 
did not impair its intergrity. While the 1966 additions are inconsistent with the Italian 
Renaissance Revival styling of the rest of the building, it is not visible from the front 
elevation where most of the building's significance resides. Therefore, the structure 
retains substantial architectural integrity.

Taylor's tenure as Supervising Architect was marked by a devotion to "the classical 
style of architecture", by which he meant Beaux-Arts Classicism. The Santa Cruz Main 
Office provides an example of a blending of Italian Renaissance Revival motifs with 
Beaux-Arts notions of planning and symmetry. The proportions of the front arcade are 
directly derivative of the 15th century Florentine buildings, such as Brunelleschi's 
Ospidale degli Innocent!. The rich ornament on the eaves, however, reflects late 19th 
century Beaux-Arts decorative motifs.

The building is important on the state level as the earliest post office surveyed still 
serving as a post office and under Postal Service control. It also provides evidence that 
the characteristic style of federal construction during his tenure as Supervising Archi­ 
tect. The structure is locally significant as an example of its type and style, and as an 
integral part of the historic downtown area.



aJMAJOR BIBLIOGRAPHICAL REFERENCES

Gebhard, D., Winter, R., "A Guide to Architecture in San Francisco and 
Northern California". Peregrine Smith, Inc., Santa Barbara and Salt Lake 
City, 1973.

JGEOGRAPHICAL DATA
ACREAGE OF NOMINATED PROPERTY I6SS than 1 . 0

UTM REFERENCES

A[L_OJ I 5| 8.6 |6.9 t 6| 14,019.2151301 ei . I M . I , . I I.I.I,,
ZONE EASTING NORTHING ZONE EASTING NORTHING

1 1 . I , . I I , I , I , . I oLJ I I . I . , I 1,1,1,,
VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 7, Lots 2,3, 4,7,21, Town of Santa Cruz Subdivision, Santa Cruz County 
Assessor. The irregular site has a frontage of approximately 270" on Water 
Street and 275' on Front Street, with the post office building located adjacent 
this intersection.
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Item 7 

ART

Four murals, completed in 1936 by Henrietta Shore and Clarence Flagg, are placed 
in arches in the lobby. The murals, entitled "Artichoke Pickers", "Brussels Sprout 
Pickers", "Fishermen", and "Limestone Quarriers", depict working people engaged 
in the basic industries of the area. The murals were commissioned by the Treasury 
Department's Section of Fine Arts.

Item 8 

ART

Like many murals painted during the 1930s, the four murals contained in the Santa 
Cruz Post Office derive most of their meaning from the context of Santa Cruz and 
the surrounding area. The murals depict common working people engaged in a com­ 
bination of economic activities unique to the Monterey Bay area. Stylistically, the 
murals conform to the requisite representationalism of Section of Fine Arts painting, 
but use an unusual expressionistic distortion of color and form. This expressionism 
adds an element of emotional intensity not commonly found in post office murals. Their 
placement in the 1912 lobby is aesthetically pleasing, and gives evidence of a long, 
continuous use of the post office as a vital part of the area's economy and public con­ 
sciousness.
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