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The group of buildings koown &5 the Ephrats Clolster, erected baituwean
1740 and 1746, is the most markedly Cermen and wedieval of all the
Butek Colomial architecture in Pennsvivania, Ephrata, founded in 1732
by Conrad Beissel, a German Pletist mystic, was one of the sarlieet of
rhe numerous :gligigus and secular comunities established in ﬁwariaﬁe
At ite peak svound 1750, the colony numbered some 300 members and was
a prosperous and selfneufficient community with its cwn grietmiil,
bakaery, pottery, oil and fulling wmills, barns, and stables, iﬁ% Q-
ramity declined after the Revolution and by 1800 the celibate orders
ware p:scgigally extinct, In 1814 the vemalning householders incorpo-
rated the Seventh Day German Baptist Church, which cortinuved ae 2
copgregation uasing the 18th cemtury buildings until 1934, In 1941 the
State of Panneylvenia acquired the vemaining buildings, which fncluds
the Ssal (chapel), Saxon (Sisiers’ house), Alwonry {Alms and bake hounse
ﬁ@iséazgs iog house, & , & householders® cabin, three cottagas, aﬁ& the
837 Academy, |

0f specinl interest ave the Saal (1740) and the Saron €i?@2&1€é3§
Sgzal, or ﬁhﬁg&is recalls the §ﬁ3§§*ruﬁé§ﬁ houses of medisval A
The | haﬁ* cak frawme of this half-timbered, five-story building ha
£11iing of stones and is protected outside by split and shaved :aé ok
clapboards. Two vows of ehad dormers iight the ¢wo storles within
capacious roof, and the east slide hes 2 still higher doxmer neer the
vidge. *ka Saron is & fourestory log house of even more yﬁ?migigg oy
structic Tte walls are compriged of osk logs dovetailed at fhe cornins,
Lhigkaé @itn wood splings amd clay, and covered om i%@ %3*@*2@; by

sopular clapboards. Samall casemsnt windows, steep gable roof, ‘3?5
*égié rowe of shed dormers contribute to the m&&i&vai sppearance.
sgrrow central chimseys of both the Saron and the Sasl ave built ﬁﬁ
uood and lined with clay.

“z!i‘g;i.;,

yaintsined in excellest condition, The Cleisters ave open to wluitors,
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The group of ou1¢dlrns known as the Ephrate Cloister, erecied
between 1TLC and 17h6 is the most markedly German and medieval ¢f all
the Duteh Colonisl architecture in Pemnsylvania.

Bphy abq founded in 1732 by Conrad Beissel, a German Pietist
mysilic, was cue of the earliest of the numercus religiocus and secular
comunal scolebies established in America, In 1735 he crganized the
Society of the Bolitary, a sect practleing a mixture of mystic religious

: obsefvencom, celibacy, handicrafts, and social and economic activities.
At dts pesk, around 1750, this colony of "Seventh Day Dunkers" mubered
some 300 mexmbers and was a proaperous and: selfwsufficient community wite
its own gristmill, bakery, potﬁery, oil and fulling mills, barns, end
stables. It manufactured paper and had one of the earliest (3743) priniing
nresses in the colonies, The conmunity declined after the Revolution end
by 1800 the celibabe after the Revolution and by 1800 the celibete orders
were practically cxtinet., In 1814 the remaining householders incorporsied
the Seventh Day CGerman Beptist Church, which continued as a cougrogat;og
using the 18th century buildings il 1934, -

The {hree moin buildings of the Cloister were the Saagl or chapel,
built in 1740; the Saron or Sisters' House, constructed in 1?4?~LJ;«an¢
: henia or Brothers' House, erected about 17h6.

R e S ——

The Seal; or chapel, recalls the steep-roofed houses of medicval

Germsny. The hevn~cak Frame of this half-timbered, f¢ve-stcr" vullding
has a £11ling of stones and clay, protected outs;de by spllt and shaved
&

'(

- -

red-ogk © .aﬁbOarQ~ Two rows of shed dormers llght the two stordes within
—— (Continned)
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STATE

BAME(S) OF 172
Penngyivaniz Ephrate Cloister (The Cloister)

7. Conbinued:; :
the capacious roof, and the cust side has a still higher dormer near the
ridge. Of particular interest are the shingles: oak shakes, side-lapped
as well as end-lapped, in the menner of certein parts of the Rhine Valley
and Bavaris. A small hood sholters the entrance on the west, and ab the
.eash side is a small sbone kitcaen, which was added gbout 1780, Inside,
the heavy ceiling beams, grest fireplaces, and winding stalrs are eloguent -
of the medieval traditicu. Typical is the chapel with its white plasterved
valls and its plain ard simple furniture, The building also conbaing a
meeting hall and commnity dining room, Ths pléiinness of the interior is
relieved ‘somewhat by the hahd-illuminated German scripbs hanging on bhe
whitewashed walls, |

The faron wes originally built for use as s double conviunt for
both the celibate orders «f Rrothers and Sisters, who vere comprised of
voluntarily divorced coumnies, The fdea, however, did not work out in
practice and within a year the strucbure was reserved for the Sisters, while
a separate Brothers' Heouse vags added shortly aftervard. The g%ron ic a
four-story log house of even more primitive construction than that of the
Baal. The walls of the Saron are comprised of oak logs dovatailed at the
corners, chinked with wood splints and clay, and covered on the exterior
by poplar clapboards. &mall casement windows, sveep gable roof, and
multipie rows of shed dormers contribute to the medieval appearance. Tie
nareov central chimneys ¢of both the Saron and Szsal are built of wood and
lined with clay. Each of the first three floors of the Saron is occupied
by 12 narrow cell-like sleeping rooms and by three common rooms that were
used for working and prayer. The fourth floor contained a loft. The walls
are hand-plastercd avd the ceilinss ere supported by massive exposed beams.,
The sleeping rocms are furnished with handmade wooden sleeping benches that
have blocks of wool for pillovs, and with small tables and chairs.

The third large structure, the 3Bethania or Brothers' House, was
demolished about 1520 and ne longer exists.
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STATE . -] NAME(S) OF SITE . ‘
Permsylvania Ephrata Cloister (The Cloister)
, Condition
In 1941 the S“tate of Penn ania acquired The ClOlS'b"‘I‘
The urw.vine, buildings, extens wvfﬂy restored, wcluﬁc the Szal \Cﬂup )
Saron (Sisters! hous e), Almonry (Alms and. bake house) Y, Beissel's log

house, a houscholders' cabin, three cottages, and the 1837 Acadew.

. Maintained in excellent condition, The Clcisters Is open to vigltors daily:
on veekdays from 8:30 a.m. to 5:00 p.m, and on weekends from 1 to § p.m.
The admission fee is 50 cents.
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Visiting Hour.;
DaYLIGHT SAVING TIME: 8:30 A.M. to 5:00P.M.
weekdays; 1:00 to 5:00 P.M. Sunday.

WiNTER: 9:00 AM. to 4:30 P.M. weckdays;
1:00 to 4:30 P.M. Sunday.

Hours subject to change.
Telephone: Ephrata, Code 717, 733-6600
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