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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

This Dutch house 1s composed of several different
periods of construction. The early 18th century section
is 40 feet by "0 feet. A 19th century kitchen wing extend
to the north 38 feet snd 26 fzet de=p,

The 18th century sectlon appears to have be=n built
in two sections. This one and e helf story structure with
a gable roof hes 2 swept overhang projecting five feet
scross the ezst elevation (front) of both sections. This
front fecade has the original split shingles with round
butts, The attic wes probsbly originally unfinished. It
hss been more recently remodeled for bedroom space. Thils
section fronts to the ezst, originally having two large
rooms to the front with smeller rooms to the rear. As
indicated by the differences in ceiling lsvels, this pert
of the house was probsbly built in two sections, each
section having one front room s#nd smaller rooms to the
resr, These sections both messure 20 by 30 fest, together
4O by 30 feet,

The present living room 1s mede from the two origlnel
front rooms. The exposed messive post snd besm constructlo
i8 typlcel of 18th century Dutch houses, The lesrge becns,
spproximetely 12 inches in depth, sre scusred snd plained.
There sre five freming bents in both sections. The windows
sre 12/12. The doors hsve strsp hinges on pintels,

The 19th century extension consists of the present
dining room, kitchen, end reer rooms. Thls one story geble
section 1s lower then the 18th century section. The sashes
sre 6/6 end 9/6.

This 1s & 1% story freme house with s stone foundeatlol
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Architecture,

The Ven Wickle House is &n excellent exsmple of early
18th century colonisl erchitecture unique to the New Jersey-
New York srea, Commonly called the 'Dutch Style' this form
of construction is actuslly & combination of Dutch, Flemish,
end English influences,

The Ven Wickle House, & frame construction with brick
111, still hes the originel split shingles with round butts
on the esst, or front, fecede. The esst facade the Delawsre
end Rzritan Canal, formerly en eazrly New Jersey hichway.

This early Dutch house hes 1% stories 2nd # stone
foundations It has a cherscteristic wide swept overhanging
roof #nd 2 messive open beesm ceiling.

The house is one of the oldest buildings in Somerset
County, #nd probsbly the oldest in Frenklin Township.

Settlement, : ' '

In 1703 Evert Ven Wickle, Gerardus Beskmen, and
Leffert Pieterse, 2ll of Long Island, bought a 450 scre
trect of lend from Thomes Cesrdsle of Jamaicea., Van Wickle
po=sibly bought out the others e#nd sdded 800 more =zcres to
his.holdings. There 1s no evidence, however, to suggest thst
Evert lived in the rres,

Ven Wickle, 2 csrpenter, emigreted to Flstbush, Long
Islend saround 1664, msrried in 1690, and fethered six
children, One of these, Symen Ven Wick'!e, probably settled
on his fether's trect of lsnd nesr New Brunswick snd built
the house in guestion =2t the time of his marrisge in about
1722, Symen died #bout 1755 and his will mentions his
homestead slong the Raritan River.

From 1755 to 1795 little is known of the owners, However,
in 1795 the property was sold to Robert T. Kemble., In 1797

Hendrick Suydem purchssed the lot on which the house stood from

Kemble, Suydem died around 1838 lesving the house to his three
deughters, one of whom had married Nicholas Van Wickle,
probably the grsndson of Symen Ven Wickle.,

Then, in 1862, Nicholss e#nd his wife, having previously
purchesed the two other dsughter's shares of the house, sold

the homestesad t ohn B ks, m this date onwerd the
prepeg%y cﬁangea gengs ?ggquemgfg end is gresently to be =o0ld




Bailey, Rosslie F. Pre-Revolutionsry Dutch Houses and
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Cook, Winifred., "America's Heritsge is in'The Meadows'”
The Home News, April 20, 1973.
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As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), 1 hereby nominate this property for inclusion

in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set
forfh by the National Park Service. The recommended
level of significance of this nomination is:

National [ State [ Local [ (ho

Na

Richard J. Sulliven
Commissioner, Depsrtment of

Title R 1 t=t—Protsctionm —

September 18, 1973

Date

Historic Sites Office, Dept. of Envirnmentsl Prot. July, 1973
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P.0. Box 1420
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I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register.

il Lz,

DATRORL IO, LLICS, Jv&rﬁ.&&&ﬁb&%’r‘.
sociate Director, Pro

Sy

ATTEST:
Q%Keepet of The gational égister
Date //-30-22
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Symen Ven Wickle House
Frenklin Township

Somerset County, Code: 035
New Jersey, Code:34

8., Significence (cont,)
sageln e8 psrt of the Estete of R.T. Bogen,
There is en 18th century fsmily cemetery on the premises

The Ven Wickles were smong the first settlers in the

Somarset County eres, especislly sround the township of
Frenklin.
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