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Built in Iflfi7-1 ftfift) the Steuben County Courthouse is a two-story brick structure that 
generally reflects a New England influence. It illustrates a transitional phase between 
Greek Revival and Italianate architecture. The proportions and roof line are clearly 
derived from the Greek Revival while the decoration reflects a combination of Romanesque 
and Italianate.

The main facade of the building is the gable end facing the square and in this case 
the columns that would appear in a Greek Revival style building are represented by low 
relief pilasters joined at the top with semicircular arches. This pilaster and arch 
pattern is also used on the sides of the courthouse. The voids are filled with very 
tall (12 over 12 - three wide) windows on the second floor and a small simple (six over 
six) sash windows on the first. An unimpos ing double central door is located in the 
center void and is topped by a small balcony with an iron railing.

The gable end has a small sectioned circular window surrounded by a circle of relief 
brick work. The line of the gable roof is also emphasized by a line of relief running 
parallel to the gables. This creates a pair of interesting triangular shaped patterns 
in the gable end.

The eaves are graced by wildly spaced paired and carved brackets and the roof is topped 
by a octagonal cupola with a square base, captains walk, and dome.

The Steuben County Courthouse is constructed of brick made at nearby Lake James by Holms 
and Miles of LaPorte, Indiana with Hiram A. Wakefieltt as the superintendent of construc 
tion. The foundation is field s tone" ancT the roof is still the original tile.

The interior has been altered to some extent to accommodate the changing role of the 
courthouse. An unobtrusive addition was put on the back in 1937. This structure is in 
good condition and continues to serve its original purpose.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The significance of the Steuben County Courthouse is in its development as an important 
functional structure housing the offices essential to the operation of Steuben County 
and as a well executed example of courthouse architecture.

In Indiana, courthouses become community centers for many reasons. Nearly everyone 
has some reason for coming to the courthouse — if only to pay taxes. Because of the 
emphasis on county politics in Indiana it also becomes a center for political activity. 
This highly visible courthouse, like many others, has become a building that is fa 
miliar to the entire community. The Steuben County Courthouse has been serving this 
purpose for over a century.

It is not only the age of the Steuben County Courthouse that makes it significant,
but also its architectural interest. Obviously based on a Greek temple format the ?
detailing such as th^p"a^ej?lVpaired brackets and rounded arches over the voids bring \.fc.D>,. ..
an Italianate or Romanesque flavor to the building. Its simple, uncluttered look, A
especially exemplified by the first floor windows and door have made people notice
its Federal characteristics. It is at least partly because of these fine architectural
features that the Steuben County Courthouse has become a landmark in Angola.
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