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1. Name of Property
historic name METHODIST EPISCOPAL SOCIETY OF TYRINGHAM

other names/site number Union Church and parsonage (preferred)

2. Location

street & number 128-130 Main Road . hot for publication
city or town TYRINGHAM vicinity

state MASSACHUSETTS code MA county BERKSHIRE .code 003 zip code 01264

3. state/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1986, as amended, | hereby certify that this fe“omination
» request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
(S"meets « does not meetlhe National Register Criteria. | recommend that this property be considered significant

* nationally » statewide (THocally. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional comments.)

Sirirture of certifying official/Title Judithvfi/McDonough, Executive Director Date 2-000
assBchusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

Stale or Federal agency and bureau

in my opinion, the property « meets « does not meet the National Register criteria. (¢ See continuation sheet for additional Comments.)

Signature of certifying official/Title Judith B. McDonough, Executive Director Date
Massachusetts Historical Commission, State Historic Preservation Officer

State or Federal agency and bureau

4. Natipnal Park Service Certification
hereK” certify that this property is: nature of the Keeper Date of Action
iS'entered in the National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» determined eligible for the
National Register
» See continuation sheet.
» detennined not eligible for the
National Register
» removed from the
National Register
 other (explain):



UNION CHURCH AND PARSONAGE
Name of Property

5. Classification

Ownership of Property

(Check as many boxes as apply) (Check only one box)

i< prit\)/lateI | _xdbuilding(s)

_ public-loca __district

_ public-State _ site

_ public-Federal _ structure
_ Object

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter "N/A" if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)
N/A

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility
RELIGION: church-related residence
SOCIAL: meeting hall

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

MID 19" CENTURY: Greek Revival

Narrative Description

BERKSHIRE,MA
County and State

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing
2 1

Noncontributing

.building
sites

, structures
objects
Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed

in the National Register
N/A

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

RELIGION: religious facility
RELIGION: church-related residence
SOCIAL: meeting hall

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)
foundation STONE: marble
walls WOOD: weatherboard

roof  ASPHALT

other

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

See continuation sheets.
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Description:

ThisNational Regiser nomination condgsof three buildings (one non-contributing, abam) and
one object (non-contributing, a church sign). The buildings are the Union Church (MHC: TYR-
67), the parsonage next door (MHC: TY R-54), acariage bam behind the parsonage, and one
object, awooden sign infront of the church. The property islocated & 128 and 130 Main Road,
Tyringham.

Setting:

The property islocated on ahill west of Main Road, just south of the center of Tyringham, a
smal community in southem Berkshire county. It condgsof lega parces, the church property
and the parsonage property to the southeast (Photo #3). The church faces northeest over ameple
sheded lawn which dopesdown to the Main Road (Photo #1). Church Road mns dose to the
outheest Sde of the building (Photo #2). The parsonage lies southeest of the church. Between
the two is Church Road which tums to the south behind the church and pardlels Main Road to
the eedt a short digance to the crossroeds of Main Road and Jemsalem Road whichjoins Main
Road from the southwest lessthan a quarter mile to the northeest of the church. Both thefront
facades of the church and parsonage face northeest on Main Road. The church is set back from
the road on arise gpproximatdy 130 feet while the parsonage, much doser to the road, is st
back approximatdy 40 feet. The front yard of the church contains two old sugar maple trees to
the southeedt of the front yard and two younger sugar maple treesto the northeest of the front
yard doser to the road. The church sgn islocated west of the younger sugar maples of f-set to
the northeest of the front of the church building (Photo #7). The church is dose to the adjacent
resdentia property a 3 Church Road and isvisually separated by bushes and a garagewhich
faces southwest on Church Road.  Between the church and parsonege is adirt portion of Church
Road. The areabetween the two buildingsis devoid of plantings. Behind the church isa grave
parking areaassessable to Church Road. Behind the parsonegeis the carriage bam. The
outheest boundary of the parsonage property hes some high untrimmed bushes. Thefront yard
of the parsonage is narrow and the current road cut Stesthe parsonage consderably abovethe
road. There are three sugar maplesin the front yard, o that aface-on view of the front faBade of
the parsonage isimpossible to sse, except as one waks up to the front door. To the southwest
behind both properties is Church Road, across which lie open fieldsand aview of mountains and
hillswest beyond Tyringham valley. Thisaeaimmediately behind the parcdsis open and
tredess. A splitrail fence onthe west Sde of Church Road surrounds a meadow which was
recently purchased as an addition and fiiture expangon of the town cemetery (Photo # 3), which

(continued)
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isnot part of thisnomination. The old cemetery lies southwest of the property on the west Sde
of Church Road two feet southwest of the church. Northwest of the church looms the Tyringham
Cobble, the scenic centerpiece of the village.

The pastora setting of the Union Church isinextricably linked to the visual experience within
the building. The sanctuary islit by eight massve double hung windows. The views through
thesewindowsare virtually unchanged since the 1840sand include glimpses of houses that
predate or are contemporary with the church. The Gregk Reviva housea 3 Church Road was
the home of EnosNorthrup who sold the land on which the church was built, and #5 Church
Road is sad to have been built with materids sdvaged fromthe earlier church which sood a
mile further south on the Main Road.

Exterior Features of the church:

Rectangular in plan and measuring 38' by 57," the church gands on ahigh dressed-mearble
foundation. One curious sone on the north facade gopears to have been taken or mede for
another building. Itissat upsde down and bears the inscription "built by John Hulet." Theridge
of the pitched roof rises40 feet from grade, and the squaretiered tower dands 70 feet tall.

The front northeast facade is clad with flush flat boardsinsde afour columned Ionic portico
(Photo #1). Thisportico isgoproached by 9de stepsof granite from Church Road which were
rebuilt in 1999 replacing rough granite depsin 1968, and by ancther st of granite gegpsfrom the
front lawn, dso installed in 1968 as replacements of the original front Seps. The wide centra
doorway isframedby massve ante or pilagters and a huge entablature decorated with bands of
egg and dart molding. The broad four-foot widefront door hes three vertical pands st withina
largerfronti spiececomposed of ten pandsin two tiers. This, in tum, isframedby two antes and
an entablatvire. On all ddesof the building, the degp entablature is decorated with aband of
dentils (Photo #5). At the comersare broad ante. The front and rear pediments repest the
detailing and proportions of the dentilled entablature. The three Sdes, other than the front
facade, are clad in westherboard. On the laterad Sdesof the building are four huge double-hung,
windowswith 25 over 25 dear glasslights (Photo #8). The squeare tower isin two dages with a
pair of Doric columns in antis on each facade. Louvered pands are located between the columns
a the lower level. Atop the tower alow pargpet is decorated with fretwork. The origina
acroteria atop the tower are mostly missing, but are sored forfiiturereinstallation.

Interior featuresof the church:
The floor plan conggs of a narrow vestibule with two doors leading into the sanctuary. At the

(continued)
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north comer of the vestibule isa dosat door containing choir robes. Itfimctionsas a closet
today. At onetime, it contained agtairway leading upgairsto the bacony above, long Snce
blocked off. Themain floor and the basement do not communicate by interior stairs, D that it is
necessaty to leave through the front portico in order to enter the basement through wooden
covered shdters located on each Sde of the building toward the front.

The sanctuary hes two Sde aides flanked by rows of angled box pews dong thewalls, and
sfraight-facing boxed pewsin the center (Photo#6). The pulpit areaand the choir andfrontarea
was originally raised about 10 inches ebove the floor of the sanctuary. Now, in the west comer
near the pulpit on the origina raised flooring, the choir pews face southeest toward the pulpit and
not northeast toward the seeted congregation. The corresponding pews in the opposite south
comer have been removed, as well astheraised floor. This areais now occupied by a grand
piano. Theupper walls are plagter with awainscot of broad horizontal beeded flush boards
below the window sills. Thevag windows, four on the lateral northwest and southeest Sdes of
the building, have fluted trim. Around theraised pulpit, installed in 1954 together with three
Gothic chairs behind the pulpit, isabdudrade with pedestas a the comers. Behind the pulpit
on the southwest rear wall are two ante supporting an entablature similar to that of thefront door,
adominant feature of the southvwest wall of the sanctuary. Thedossd, or red curtain, behind the
pulpit on the southwest wall was donated to the church and ingtalled in 1955. Floorboardsin the
sanctuary are wide and vary from around 10inchesto 15inches. Theades are carpeted inred
carpet over wide pinefloorboards. The boxed pews, originally stained dark, have been painted
white, except for the scrolled trim & the backrests.

The cenfral chanddier, which hangsfrom the ceiling in the sanctuary, isatwo-tier, twelve-arm
slver-plated fixture desgned by Rambusch Decorating Company of New York, ingalled in
1971. Tum-of-the-century photos show the interior cluttered by stovepipes which have been
long snceremoved. The ceiling has been clad with acoudic tile, within the last 30 years

An endosaed stairway leeds from the enfrance vestibule upstairsto the bacony. Thebell in the
tower was cadt by the Clinton Menedly Foundry in Troy, NY and isdated 1880.

The basamant isautilitarian goacelighted by above-grade foundation windows which aign with
the large windows in the sanctuary above. The basamant floor isconcrete with vinyl tiles, and
walls are painted plagter or concrete, the ceiling isacousticd tile with metd overheaed heating

(continued)
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ducts. Most of the basement areacongsts of alarge meeting room intermpted by five metd
podgs supporting the floor Of the sanctuary above. A kitchen islocated a the southeest reer of the
building and asmallfiimaceroom is a the southwest read of the building. The kitchen hes
wooden cupboards and modem gppliances.

Alterations to the church:

Church records gppear to have been kept in different members housesand mogt of them are lost,
according to the Church Clerk. Consequently, itisdifficult to date many of the dterations with
accurecy. Altogether, the dterations have been few and have not unduly marred the gppearance
or higtoric fabric of the building, nor its present fimctions. Essentidly, the dterations, teken
together, are minimal and not intrasive or very visible from the road. They do not detract from
the architectura significance of the church building.

On the exterior, until recently four-fluted fan-shaped flat acroteria located on the center of our
Sdesof the tower, and four 90-degree comer acroteria originaly located a each comer aop the
tower, crovraed itstop. The restoration of these acroteriaisagod of the church and they are
safely sored inthe bam behind the parsonage. The only modem dterations on the exterior are
two besement enfrances on the southeest and northwest facades, which have been there as long es
anyone alive remembers. They are in poor condition and gppeer to have been constmcted
possibly early in the twentieth century in the first decede or two. Physcad evidence from the
building doesnot suggest that an interior Sairway or acocess from the sanctuary to the besament
ever existed. It does not today. The front stairs leading down from the porch were ingtaled in
1968 when dde gairsto the southeedt of the porch were dso installed. The southeest sairswere
replaced in 1999 and are of cut granite. Also, the origina foundation of the front portico of the
church has gpplied wooden sheething below the porch floor and handicgpped rails and metd
baustrade. The wooden deck of the portico hes recently been replaced.

The exterior of the church has two shed dightly gabled wooden entrances on the northwest and
outheest Sdesof the basement which cover half-flights of concrete stairs leading to the
basament. Constmction is poorly done and these covered entrances, half above grade, ae
necessary to shelter the basement enfrances. The date of these smctures is not mentioned in the
existing church records, but they gppear to date from the 1920s or 1930s

The current bell in the belfry tower isa replacament datingfrom1830 after thefirst church bell cracked.

(continued)
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Onthe interior, on the main floor, the Sairway in the north comer of the vestibule leading up to
the balcony hes been closed of f, but the door remains and contains robesfor the choir. The floor
abovein the balcony has been paiched showing where this stairway oncewas located. This
darcase matched the one on the et Sde of the vestibule. The upgtairs bacony is no longer
used during church fimctions. Mogt of the origina upgairs pewsin the balcony areahave been
removed. Again, noneof thesedterations can be dated from the church records.

In the sanctuary, the floor hes been lowered in the south comer where the grand piano isnow
located and the pewsfacing the pulpit have been removed. Thisisacommon ateration in
churchesof this age

Alterationsto the church gte are few. Basad on historic mgp evidence, the property included L-
shaped wagon sheds behind the church in 1904, which have been removed long ago.

Church sign:

The church sign (non-contributing) iswooden and supported by two wooden 6" x 6" posts sunk
into the ground. The signislighted with a floodlight. Itislocated infront of Union Church and
isdightly offset to the north of the church's principal facade. It dands gpproximeately 4 feet tall.
The signisinfair condition and may date from gpproximately 25-30 yearsago. It istoo recent to
be a contributing object in this nomination. Itisframedin flat lumber and hes abroken pediment
for the top horizontal frame. It has abroken pediment top above a glass-enclosed front with,
dgnage poded behind the glass.

The Parsonage:

Southeedt of the church building acrass Church Road sands the parsonage perched abovethe
Main Road, which it faces. Built ca 1842-1844 for aprivate citizen, this one-and-ahdf story
weetherboard dwelling isbuilt in Greek Reviva style, now somewha obscured by alater
bracketed porch added after 1893, according to ahistoric photograph in Picturesque Berkshire.
The houseisfront gabled. Thefront facade consassof three bayswith an off-center trabiated
doorwayflankedby sddights and fluted pilasters. Wideplain pilagters ddlinegie the comers of
the front fatade. Onthe lateral Sdesof the house under the eaves are three rectangular triple-light
windows to agde which pimctuate the wide plain wooden frieze. In thefiilly-pedimentedfront
gable of the house abovethe porch roof isahorizonta attic light decorated with a rectilinear
pattern of muntins, typical of many attic windowsin the town. A one story sSde-gabled kitchen

(continued) ,
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ell onthe south sdeisalater addition, possibly ca the 1920sor 1930s Church records do not
exist by which to datethis wing addition. Itis s back from thefront fagede of the house some
15feet. Unlike the main portion of the house, thiswing hes no basament. At the southeest end
of the wing isanewer kitchen and apicture window, neither of which isvisible or intmsivefrom
Main Road.

The barn behind the parsonage:

Behind the parsonage to the west dandsa one and ahalf soryframebam. 1t isnon-contributing
in this nomination becauseit hes lost mogt of its historic fabric (Photo #9). Whilethisbuilding is
in excelent condition, very little of the historic architectural fabricremains. Thisbam is shown
vagudy inan 1893 photograph in the book Ficturesque Berkshire. The photogrgph isdifficult to
make out, but this bam might have been approximatdly athird larger with a doping roof toward
the parsonage, which doesnot exist today. Thisbam istoday asmal carriage bam with new
shiplgp siding, new windows and doors, and new garage doors pimched through the wall on the
northeest Sde facing the parsonage. Today, this bam has been fitted out with new overheed
plastic cormgeted white garage doors on the northeest Sde of the bam which face the reer of the
parsonage. Onthe interior, the attic with knee-walls have been sheat rocked upgairs and mede
into aroom with an exterior pressure-freated wooden starway on the southeast Sde of the bam
leading to an upstairsdoor. The interior of the ground floor of bam is post and beam with
replacement podts, suggesting that only some 50% of the originalframingof the origina bam
remans. All of these dterations were mede to the bam in 1978. The arrangement of the ground
level indicates that this bam a one time accommodated gdls for two horses, hay storage, ad
probably acarriage. Thisoutbuilding isindicated on a 1904 mep, as well as in the 1893

photograph.
Archaeological Description

While no prehistoric sStesare currently recorded on the church property, it ispossble that Stes
are present. Four Stes have been recorded in the generd area(within one mile). Environmental
characterigtics for the areainclude severd locationd criteria(dope, soil drainage, proximity to
wetlands) that are favorable indicators for many typesof prehistoric gtes. The nominated
property includes well drained, level to moderatdly doping topography on ahill west of Main
Road. Hop Brook lies dong the eestem Sde of the road. The entire town of Tyringham lies with
the Housatonic River drainage. Given the above information, known pattemsof prehistoric
stlement inthe region, the Szeof the nominated parcd (1.2 acres) and impeacts from historic

(continued)
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8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark "x"in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

X_A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

X C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and

distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history.

Criteria Considerations
(Mark "x"in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

> A owned by religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

B removed from its original location.

C abirthplace or grave.

D acemetery.

E areconstructed building, object, or structure.
F acommemorative property.

G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years.

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property onone or more continuation sheets.)

9. Major Bibliographical References

BERKSHIRE. MA
County and State
Areas of Significance
(Enter categories from instructions)

ARCHITECTURE
RELIGION

POLITICS/IGOVERNMENT

Period of Significance
1844-1950

Significant Dates
1844. 1848-1907.

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is mari*ed above)

N/A
Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Porter. Carter & Crittenden (builders)

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

_ preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

_ previously listed in the National Register

_ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

_ designated a National Historic Landmark

_ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

_ recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #

Primary location of additional data:
x_ State Historic Preservation Office

_ Other State agency
Federal agency
Local government
University
x_Other
Name of repository:
Union Church in Tyringham
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period land use, amoderate potentia exigts for the recovery of prehistoric resources on the
property.

There isahigh potential for the recovery of historic archaeologica resources on the nominated
property. Structura evidence may survive from an"L" shaped wagon shed originally located
behind the church. That structure, which isno longer extant, is shown on local mgpsas late as
1904. Structura evidence could dso exist from other outbuildingsincluding earlier bams
assocdiated with both the church and parsonage. Archaeologica evidence from occupationa
related features (trash pits, privies, wells) should dso exist assodated with both the church and

personage.
(end)

SIGNIFICANCE:

Statement of Significance:

Tyringham Union Church, congtructed in 1844, is an outstanding example of the Gresk Revival
syle, as well as awell-preserved example of its Syle and type in Berkshire County. Together
with its Greek Revival style parsonage, ca 1842-44, and assodiated bam, next door to the church,
this st of buildings reflects Tyringham's religious, social, and political development during the
19* century. Thiscollection of buildings and one object are eligible under National Register
criteria A and C on alocal level. Under criterion A, itisasignificant early public buildingin
town dating from 1844 which played amajor rolein the religious, socia and political life of
Tyringham. It was the setting for all town mestings between 1848 and 1907, which atown hall
was finally built. The church building iseligible on aregiond level under National Register
criterion C. Regiondly, itisthe premiere architectura example among three surviving
Methodist Episcopd church buildingsin Berkshire County representing the Greek Reviva style,
the other two being the small Gresk Reviva temple-style Methodist Episcopa Church building
in West Stockbridge, buih in 1838 (MHC C#47) and entered on the National Regider in 1999 es
the West Stockbridge Grange, and the 1844 Greek Reviva syle Methodist Church in Sheffield-
Village of Ashley Falls. The Tyringham church and the Ashley Fals church were both builtin
1844 a the time of the great religiousrevival of 1843-1844 and are the last two of three remnants
of this early revival which represent Methodism in Berkshire County.

/ . n

(continued)
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The areasuri-ounding the church has potentia for aNational Regiser Higtoric District in the
future. Thispotential district would include many of the buildings which comprise Tyringham
center today, including the town hall, library and post office, the old Tyringham Center Schooal,
and many fine residences, mogt dating to the Federd period.

Tyringham history:

Tyringham was first settled in 1739 and originally included the area encompassad to day by the
towns of Tyringham and Monterey. The earliest settlersbuilt and farmed in what became known
a South Tyringham, now Monterey. 1n 1762, Descon Thomas Orton built alog houseon Hop
Brook, becoming the first settler in the northern part of town & what is now Tyringham center.
A dzeable Shaeker community settled in Tyringham in 1792. From apopulation of 326 in 1765,
Tyringham reached apesk in number of resdentsin 1800, settled back to 1443 in 1820, and
congsted of only 780 by 1850. The drop in population is attributable to two causes  the coming
of the railroad to the Town of Lee, bypassing Tyringham and causng severd manufacturers to
moveto Lee, and the lossto the south part of Tyringham and subssguent incorporation into the
town of Monterey in 1847. The cregtion of Monterey cost Tyringham agpproximately half of its
population and half of itsland area.

Since 1900, Tyringham's population hes varied only dightly from aroimd 380 in the past century.
Inits

first century and continuing to the past 50 years, the economy of Tyringham was largely
agricultural, with livestock, cows, and shep thriving on its mesdows around the valley in which
thetown islocated. In addition, waterpower was harnessed and saverd mills gorang up. One
wes apaper mill, run partly by water power and partly by seam, which manufactured fine
writing paper. Run by two partners. Plainer and Smith, this company began in the mid-1830s,
and by 1855 employed 60 people. Another busnesswas owned by George West, who had amill
for manufacturing wallpaper. But undoubtedly the most famous busnessin Tyringham was the
Sedmen rake busness.

Around 1900, Tyringham became known as a summer resort for the famous and neer famous in
politics, art, and literature. Richard Watson Gilder, editor of the Century Magazine (formerly
Scribners) was coimted among its Smimer resdentsin & the tum of the century. He attracted
such notable visitors to Tyringham as actor Joseph Jefferson, naturaist John Burrough, sculptors
Daniel Chester French and Augudius Saint-Gaudens, pianist Ossp Gabrilowitch, artist Cecdia

(continued)
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Beaux, and authors Henry James and Mark Twain. Samud Clemens, whose nom de plume was
Mark Twain, and histwo daughters summered a Tyringham during this period becausehe
vaued itsremoteness. Robb de Peyder Tytus, anoted Egyptian scholar, built avast edtate on
over 600 acresand alarge house known as Ashintully, which has bumed down. Sculptor Henry
Hudson Kitson built afancifiil cottage on Main Road north of the Union Church and the town's
center. Kitson isknown for having sculpted the Pilgrim Maiden a Plymouth, Massachusts, the
Minute Man datue a L exington, the Continental Soldier a& Newburg, and the Coolidge Portrait-
Relief a South Mountain in Pittsfield, Massachusits.

Built during the pesk yearsof 19" century prosperity in Tyringham, the Methodist Episcopd
Union Church wes, a the same time, achild of the early 1840sreviva in Methodism in
Hampshire County. In addition to the Union Church in Tyringham, the other two oldest
Methodist Episcopa churchesin Berkshire County are the 1838 West Stockbridge church
building (MHC: C-#47), listed on the National Regider in 1998, and the 1844 Methodist Church
in Sheffield—Village of Ashley Fdls—erected in 1844. Together with the Tyringham church
building, al three are designed in Gresk Reviva style, reflecting not only this architectura style
in its greatest national ascendancy and popularity, but aso corresponding to aresurgence in
religious interest, during the great religiousreviva of 1843 and 1844.

Since the mid-nineteenth century, the Tyringham church hes played acentrd rolein the religious,
socid and political life of the village. Predating the town hall by over sixty years, the church
smcture provided communa goecefor avariety of town meetings and socid fimctionsasde
from regular worship sarvices: Tyringham town meetings began to be held in the basament of
the church on March 31, 1848, and continued to be held thereuntil 1907 when aformer mill was
converted to use as the present Town Hall. The basament roomin the church hes aso been ussd
for over 150 yearsfor church suppers mid-winter church services, Sunday School dasses and
other community events.

Local church sgnificance:

Union Church was the fourth of the flve church smctures built wdthin the bounds of what isnow
the Town of Tyringham, and the only one in town left anding today. The first church was
located about one hundred and fifty yards southwest of the present church, approximatdy in the
middle of the cemetery. Begun in 1779, it was used dtemately by Congregationd, Baptist, and
Methodist preachers. The second church building was a small, plain ssmcture measuring 26' by

(continued)
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36 and erected by the Reformed Methodists in 1826, and demolished in 1844. It was located on
the north sde of Main Road eedt of the road to Monterey. Thethird church was aBaptist
Church, built in 1844on the northeest Sde of Main Road north of the current Town Hall. This
Baptist Church bumed on Thanksgiving Day, 1873. The Union Church, the subject of this
nomination, was a0 built by the Reformed Methodists in 1844 and replaced their first church
building. The Baptists built a sscond church, Tyringham's fifth and last church, when theirs
bumed in 1873. This 1874 smcture has aso been tom down, leaving the Union Church theonly
one presently in the town.

Tyringham's church is part of this body of notable landmarks, but it was not built without years
of smggle and preparation. The first Methodist servicesin Tyringham were conducted a
irregular intervas by circuit riders. According, to an undated note in achurch record book from
the 1870s "bush meetings' were held on™ land adjoining Mr. H. Clark'sfarm.” Thiswas
probably Hiram Clark's place, later J. L. Breckenridge's and now the Gamers a the eest end of
Church Road a number 16. The famous preecher, Jes=e Leg, is said to have sooken to rapt
gatherings here. The old Congregationaist meeting house beside the cametery was used from
timeto time by the grovsang Methodist and Baptist congregations, but in 1825 the Methodist
undertook to build their own church. Thefirst building sood amile avay from the present one
on Nathan Rowley's land on the southem fiinges of town a a goot commemorated by a marker

today.

In 1825, thirty-two Methodist families, including the Haes, Millers, Garfields, Clarks, Swedts,
Rowleys, Hegths, and others, raised aovmd $600 in cash and pledges of materids and labor to
build their first meeting house. Inless than twenty years, this smcture became inadequate for
the growing congregation which, beginning in 1840, was sarved by aregular clergyrnan after
yearsof occasond preachers. Tyringham was athriving commimity of rake and pgper makers,
and the Methodists were ready to build an impressve smcture. Because of the transitionin the
town and the impending split off of Monterey, the Methodist proprietors chosenot to rebuild on
their remote Site, but bought a strategically-located parce centra to the "Hop Brook™ section of
town. The new church building was oriented toward the "new county road", known today as
Main Road, which by-passad the more meanderirig older road which followed the ridge pedt the
cemetery behind the present church. The Methodists purchased ahalf acre of land from Encs
Northmp, an aging Congregationdist farmer who lived next door a present-day 3 Church Road.
Northmp sold aportion of his houselot for the new church. Two yearsearlier, he had sold
another small parcdl to Benjamin Johnson, who built the housewhich would become the present

(continued)
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Methodist parsonage. The desd of May 13, 1844 between Northmp and the proprietors of the
"Methodist Episcopa Meeting Houss' sipulates that the proprietors were obligated to constmct
"a good and subgtantid fence" between the church and Northrop's house. Thisprovision hes not
been followed inliving memory and perhapswas not enforced after the old Congregationaist's
death. When Northmp died in 1850 his Methodist son-in-law, Dr. John Wilson, became heed of
the household. Wilson gpparently dtered the commodious Northmp family housein the
prevailing Gresk Revival style and hosted the church's annud "donation visits' to raisefunds for
the clergyman.

The meeting house building committee conssted of Hiram Clark, John Sweet, Fred Cone and
Hemen Cargill. According to two loca sources the builder was named Porter or the firm Porter,
Carter, and Crittenden. The names Porter and Carter are not local and do not gopeer in ether the
1840 or 1850 Tyringham cenaus. The Crittendens were aprominent Methodist.family who
moved to Tyringham in the late 1830sfrom Wethersfield, Connecticut. The Baptists a0 built a
church in town that same year of 1844. Unfortunately, it bumed on Thanksgiving Day, 1873, and
no photos of thisfirst Baptist church exist, 20 itisnot known whether it was designed in Gregk
Reviva syle as well.

With the constmction of the church, the Methodist ascendancy in mid-nineteenth century
Tyringham was accepted. 1n 1849 the proprietors of the old Congregationa Society, including
the elderly Enos Northmp, desded the land where the Congregationad Church stood to the
Methodists. Thisdte isnow part of the cemetery and is marked by astone.

The first clergymen gpopear to have been rdatively short term and were not housed in church-
owned accommodations. The one-and-a-haf story Gresk Revival dwelling now known &s the
parsonage, actualy predatesthe church, and its early history was gpparently sgparate. The house
was constmcted by Benjamin F. Johnson, aMethodist Society tmstee and sometime rake maker.
He bought the land for $100 from Enos Northmp in 1842. By 1844 the desd between Northmp
and the Methodists implies that Johnson had built the house In 1845 Johnson sold the house on
its 80" wide strip of land for $700. Although the house had a succession of private owners imtil
1901, it ssams to have begun to be usad as a parsonage during the last quarter of the nineteenth
centtiry. The 1858 map shows it occupied by aJ. Reardon. The Bearsmgp of 1876 indicates this
house as a"'parsonage’ to the church next door. 1n 1903 Cynthia Heath, wife of Francis Heeth of
Monterey, sold the houseto the Tmgiees of the Methodist Society, whose memberswere Charles
H. Hae, George W. Garfield, and George Gibson. The house hes served as the parsonage
continuoudy since 1903.

(continued)
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The survival of Tyringharri's two churches became an issue in the second decede of the twentieth
century. A first attempt a a so-cdled federationin 1912 failed under the Methodist leadership of
The Rev. H. G. Wells. But in 1919 The Rev. Harold Gould, a Congregationdist, succesded in
uniting the congregation in aUnion Church. Under The Rev. David W. Kerr, the property was
legdly transferred in 1926 from the N.Y. Conference of the Methodist Episcopa Church to the
Union Church in Tyringham. From 1961 to 1975, under The Rev. Franklin Couch, the church
joined the United Church of Chrigt, but snce that timeit has been affiliated with the National
Association of Congregational Christian Churches

Architectural Significance:

Built by the firm of Porter, Carter, and Crittenden, builders, a& acost of $6,000, the Tyringham
Union Church isthefinest example of Greek Revival ecclesagtica architecture in Berkshire
County. The desgnersof the church were well-versed in the Gresk Revival styleidiom. The
design for Tyringham church gppears to have been taken from two or three noted 19" century
Builders manuds including The American Builders Companion (1827) by Asher Benjamin, the
Modern Builders Guide (1833) by Minard Lafever, and Lafever's Beauties of Modern
Architecture published in 1835, especidly plate 22 entitled "ante and entablature’ and plate 24
entitled "ante, entablature and details,” in the latter book.

The architectural antecedentsof thisfine Gresk Revival smcture are found not in Berkshire
County, but rather in northwestem Cormecticut, possibly indicating the Connecticut influence on
the areaof southwestern Massachusettswhere Tyringham islocated. At lesst two surviving
Connecticut Congregationa churchesin Colebrook Center (1842) and Barkhamated Center
(1844-45) are remarkably ssimilar in design to the Tyringham church. However the porticos of
both these churches have more audiere Doric columns rather than Tyringham'srich fluted lonic
ones. Also the front pediments are undecorated and the two Sage squaretowers terminate with a
pargpet but no eye-catching acroteria. Writing in 1944 in his grest work The Greek Reviva in
America, Tabot Hamlin lauds "the firm design” and "appropriate detail” of Connecticut's Greek
Reviva churches from "the amplest ones- meare small gebled rectangles, perhgpswith pandled
pilagters a the comers and asquare belfiy - as well as therichestand most complex.”

Certainly the Gresk Reviva syle left its mark on many Tyringham housssin thisperiod. A
nimiber of these Gresk Reviva-style housssin Tyringham were owned by Methodists involved
in the church's constmction, perhgps atestament not only to the national popularity of the Greek
Reviva style, but testament to the influence the architecture of Union Church had on the humbler

(continued)
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and more profane village architecture. New pilasters were gpplied to front facades, handsome
doorways with transoms and siddlights and other wood trim gave Grecian gravity to the older
more atenuated Colonial and Federad syle housesin the valley. A number of housesin town are
sad to have been dtered by the church builders. Porter, Carter and Crittenden, themsdves.
Thesxeinclude Hickory Farm (59 Main Road), the Saer House (189 Main Road), the Gamer
House (16 Church Road), and the Rambusch House (207 Main Road). Members of the
Methodist Church building committee owned saverd of these houses

The reuse of afoimdation sone bearing the name"John Hulet" refersto aleading Lee builder of
an earlier generation. Hulet is credited with Leds Congregationa Church of 1800 and Lenox's
Church-on-the-Hill of 1805 (with Benjamin Goodrich). The sone s&t upside downin north
foundation of the 1844 Tyringham Church may have come from one of the earlier church
smctures in town.

Archaeological Significance:

Since pattems of prehistoric occupation in Tyringham are poorly undersood, any surviving Stes
could be significant. Prehigtoric dtesin this areahave the potentia to contribute information
towards a better understanding of Native American settlement and subsstence paitemsin the
Berkshire uplands of Westem Massachusattsand locally in the Tyringham Valley. These Stes
a0 havethe potential to contribute information that documents the importance of the
Housatonic River drainage basin to Native peoplesin the areaand their socio/political/economic
relationship with other Native groups to the south in the Connecticut areg, to the west towards
the Hudson River drainage in New Y ork and eesward to the Connecticut River locae.

Historic archaeologica resources described above havethe potential to provide detailed
information on the lives of individual resdentsof Tyringham and the community during the 19"
and early " centuries.  Archaeol ogical resources may aso provide additional information on
the location and fimction of outbuildings associated with both the Church and parsonage.
Additional historical ressarch combined with archaeologica survey and testing can document the
locations and fimctionsof outbuildings associated with both the Chiuch and parsonege. Potentia
archaeologica resources associated with the "L" shgped wagon sheds originally located behind
the Church may contribute information relating to trangportation technologies in the 19* century
and the extent to which thesefacilities were provided for the Church parishioners. Outbuilding

(continued)
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remains may aso be preserit on property associated with the parsonage. In thisingance,
outbuildings associated with resdential use might contain information related to cottage
industries, maintenance or subsgencerdated activities. Detalled andyssof the contents from
occupationd related features (trash pits, privies, wells) assocated with both the Church and
parsonage can aso contribute information relating to the activities conducted in both sstmctures
and the membersof the Tyringham community. The Church, an early public building inthe
town, played amajor role in community activities and may contribute information on the 19*'
century religious, socid and political life in Tyringham. Detailed andyss of occupationd related
features can dso provide information on the lives of Methodist Episcopdians for whom little
information survives. The parsonage, a private resdence until the late 19 century, may
contribute information relating to individual resdents and familiesin the town and changesthat
occurred as the property was used as a parsonage.

(end)
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10. Geographical Data
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See continuation sheet
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(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)
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nameftitle Norene Roberts, historical consultant, with Betsv Friedberg. NR Director, MHC

organization Massachusetts Historical Commission .date July 2000
street & number 220 Morrissey Boulevard . telephone 617-727-8470
city or town Boston state MA . Zip code 02125

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets

Maps
A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property's location.
A sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.

Photographs
Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items {Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of the SHPO or FPO.)

name Union Church in Tyringham, do Cornelia Brooke Gilder, Clerk
street & number 128 Main Road telephone 413-243-9848

city or town Tyringham state MA . Zip code_ 01264

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
properties for listing or determine eligibility for listing, to list properties, and to amend existing listings. Response to this request is required to obtain a
benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this fomn is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including the time for reviewing
instnjctions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect of
this fonn to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Parte Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Papenworie Reductions Project (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION:

The boundary of the nominated property is shown as lots 3-38-0 (church property) and 3-39-
(parsonage property) on the Tyringham Assessor'smigps, sheet 6.3. The nominated property is
described in desdsfiled with the Centrd Berkshire Registry of Deadsin Pittsfield Book 112,

page 435 (parsonage property) and Book 176, page 323 (church property).

VERBAL BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION:

The church, church sign, parsonage, and bam are Stuated on the properties whose boundaries
include the legal descriptions historically associated with the nominated properties. These
include the parcel, historically desded to the church in 1844 for the church structure and sign, and
the parcd desded in 1903 for the parsonage and carriage bam.

(end)
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PHOTOGRAPHS

Photographer: Norene Roberts (August 1999)/Comdia Gilder (May 1998), as noted
Negative locations. Roberts (MHC, Boston)/ Gilder (Tyringham)

Front faBade of church, from front lawn. Facing SW (Roberts photo)

SE (right) and SW reer Sdes. Facing N (Roberts photo)

Rear view of church, parsonage and bam. Facing NE (Gilder photo)
Parsonage and bam, facing SE. Church Rd. in foreground (Roberts photo)
Detail of column and entablature on front portico. Looking E (Gilder photo)
Interior, looking SW toward pulpit. (Gilder photo)

Church sign on front lawn facing SW. (Roberts photo)

Detail of southernmost window on SE sdeof building. (Roberts photo)
Facing Sbehind parsonage. (Roberts photo)
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The Commonwealth of M assachusetts
William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
M assachusetts Historical Commission

July 11,2000

Ms. Carol Shull

National Regigter of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

Mail Stop 2280, Suite 400

1849 C Street, NW

Washington, DC 20240

Dear Ms. Shull:
Encdlosed pleese find the following nomination form

Union Church, Main Road, Tyringham (Berkshire), MA

The nomination hes been voted digible by the State Review Board and hes been Sgned by the
Sate Historic Presarvation Officer. The ownersof the property were notified of pending State
Review Board condderation 30 to 45 days before the meeting and were afforded the opportunity

to comment.

Sincerdly,

Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director
Massachusatts Historical Commission

enclosure

CC: ClintonElliott, Chair, Tyringham Historical Commission
Norene Roberts, Preservation Consultant
Peter Curtin, Chair, Board of Selectmen
Donald Puntin, Planning Director
Comelia Brooke Gilder, Clerk, Union Church

220 Morrissey Boulevard. Boston, .Massachusetts 02125 « (617) 727-8470

www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc



