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The manually operated turntable was built in 1901 at the western end of 
the Chicago and Northwestern Branch Line that ran from Bingham Lake to Currie, 
Minnesota.

The turntable is constructed of stone, wood and steel. A pit, varying in 
depth from 4 feet at the outside edge to 7 feet at the center, is lined with 
Mankato limestone. These stones are carefully fitted and piled, requiring no 
cement to hold them in place. A massive undercarriage supports the moveable 
turntable and measures 70 feet in length by 6 feet 2 inches in width. This 
undercarriage of steel supports the 7% inch square by 16 feet oak timbers on 
which the rail is laid. Plank walkways flank the rails and are enclosed by 
4 by 6 inch railing to prevent falls into the pit. Eleven foot pine poles 
extend from each end of the turntable and are pushed by walkers to move the 
table. The entire turntable is balanced exactly on a "sow in a saddle" and 
moves with ease so quietly that a rider is unaware at first that he is moving. 
An engine placed on the turntable can be turned clockwise or counter-clockwise 
to align with the track leading either to the roundhouse or back to the main 
line.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Currie is located in the north east quarter of Murray County. In 1901 
the Chicago and North Western Railroad came to Currie on a branch line that ran 
from Bingham Lake where a junction was made with a larger segment of the rail­ 
road line. Since Currie was the terminus of this branch line the American 
Bridge Company of Chicago, Illinois built a hand-operated turntable that was 
used to turn the locomotives around for: the return trip to Bingham Lake. In 
1922 the turntable was expanded to accommodate the larger steam engines.

When passenger trains were replaced by automobiles, railroad service in 
Currie became erratic and the turntable was rarely used. In 1973, the now 
deteriorated turntable was offered for sale and the community through the efforts 
of the 4-H Club purchased the turntable for $1.00.

Today the triangle of land has been incorporated into the Murray County 
Park System. The turntable has been restored and is in working order. A 
railroad depot and water tower have been moved into the area. Further public 
improvements are planned to improve the recreational park area.
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NOTE: The acreage of nominated property should be changed from 2.8 acres 
to less than 1

The acreage of the End-0-Line Railroad Park is 2.8 acres. The railroad 
turntable is located on the western edge of this park. The depot and the 
water tower were not intended to be part of the nomination. Therefore 
only the turntable is to be part of the nomination and is located on less 
than JL acre of property.
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Note: These changes apply to 
Currie Railroad Turntable in 
Murray County, Minnesota.

REFERENCE NUMBER: 7700075S

STATE: MINNESOTA

COUNTY: Murray

RESOURCE NAME (HISTORIC): Chicago Saint Paul Minneapolis and 
Omaha Turntable

CITY:

VICINITY OF: 

ADDRESS: co. Hwy.38

CERTIFICATION DATE: 

REMOVED DATE: 

COMMENTS:

JUN17
Nina M. Archabal Date 
State Historic Preservation Officer
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Currie Railroad Turntable Murray County, MN

Name Change Approval Keeper 
to Chicago Saint Paul Minneapolis 

and Omaha Turntable
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Note: This change applies to the Currie Railroad Turntable in Murray County, Minnesota

Reference Number: 77000758

State: Minnesota

County: Murray

Resource Name (Historic): Chicago Saint Paul Minneapolis and Omaha Turntable

Comments: The Chicago Saint Paul Minneapolis and Omaha Railway Company ran
a branch line to Curry in 1901. The turntable was constructed at 
that time, and historically, the name should reflect that ownership. 
In 1904 this line was acquired by the Chicago and North Western 
Railway Company.

(Prosser, Richard S. RAILS TO THE NORTH STAR. Minneapolis: Billion 
Press, 1966.)
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Nina M. Archabal Date 
State Historic Preservation Officer


