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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL ("If known.) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Physical appearance much the same as when erected. 
This 120 year old structure has had necessary repairs 
carefully made and was refurbished in 1950.

The two-story frame building is 32 f x 56' in plan dimensions and about 
22' to the eaves. The foundations are brick and lap siding covers the 
exterior walls. Masonic history states the edifice cost $18,000 to 
erect, with lumber donated by Robert Semple (a Benicia founder) and the 
lot donated by A. Riddel 1.

By 1887 Benicia Lodge #5, with twenty*two Master Masons in the charter 
membership, had outgrown this hall. A new temple was erected in 
Benicia and dedicated December 27, 1888. The subject building then 
was used as a public hall and was sold by the lodge for that purpose.

In 1950, one hundred years after erection, Benicia Lodge #5 repurchased 
this property. Necessary repairs were made and the hall was refurbished 
to closely resemble the original Benicia Masonic Hall.
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The first Masonic hall built in California
stands as State Historical Landmark #174 at 106 West "J" St. 
City of Benicia, California. It was formally dedicated on 
December 27 10§0, about three months after California became 
a State. Many of California ! s prominent pioneers received theii 
Masonic degrees in this two story modest building. Among them 
was George Yount, a noted early settler in Napa County.

Solano was one of the 27 original counties in 
the State, with Benicia named as the County seat. The lower 
floor of the Masonic hall was used by the- Court of Sessions 
for two years until the pretentious "city hall" was completed 
(This latter building became the third State Capitol.) The 
Masons sold their hall about 1888; for community purposes.But 
they re-acquired it in 1950, and refurbished the old building 
Still in use, it is one of the three places in California 
where any Masonic lodge may hold meetings to confer degrees.



"Historic Spots in California" 5rd Edition (1966), by 
Hoover & Renach and W, N, Abeloe. Page 515
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tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
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