FORM B - BUILDING In Area no. Form no.

MASSACHUSETTS HISTORICAL COMMISSION 102-M
Office of the Secretary, State House, Boston

1. Town Worcester
Address 1 John lvinr; noad
Name Aldus Higgins House

Present use neecin-roons

2. Photo (3x3" or 3x5")
Staple to left side of form

Photo number wWoVceed fir polytechnic
Present owner Institute

o Institute Road
Description: Worcester, Ilass.

Date 1921-1923

Source Sunda® Teleu,rain

Expos.13A,14A, 1SA Roll 31 Style f'-eo-Tudor - "Period House"

iirosvenor Atteroury 01'
4. Map. Draw sketch of building location Architect ""ork

in relation to nearest cross streets and stone,—Di'i'tik arc
other buildings. Indicate north. Exterior wall fabric stucco

Outbuildings (describe) stable/garage
seni-octa-:onal enli-v

Other features to'wer v;itn crenellations
cax'ved screen over entry, carved v
stone crest on toi"/er, half-timberln.a
with brickK stucco in-i'ill, leaded
casement 'windo'VJs, pilastered and
panelled chiraneys

Altered no Date

Moved no Date

Assessors' Book 20, p.39
Lot size; 2 50,000 sq.ft, (house)

One acre or less 5’00%ve?rqo'nfet élchal -axrage)
) 300’
Approximate frontage

Approximate distance of building from street

o0

6. Recorded by 3.h. Pfeiffer

L. Wore, derita®e Pres, Soc,
Organization

i-‘ebruarv 197*
Date

(over)

*30M-5-77



7. Original owner (if known) Aldus Chapin Higgins
Original use residence
Subsequent uses (if any) and dates meeting rooins (present)

8. Themes (check as many as applicable)

Aboriginal Conservation Recreation
Agricultural Education Religion
Architectural IT Exploration/ Science/

The Arts settlement invention
Commerce Industry Social/
Communication Military humanitarian
Community development Political Transportation

9. Historical significance (include explanation of themes checked above)

Begun i n 1921 and conpleted in 1923, the Aldus Higgins liouse i s the
nost el aborate of V/orcester's early twentieth century "period" houses.
Al t hough plans for the house were prepared by G osvenor Atterbury of New™'o
York, Aldus Higgins is believed t ohave spent a nunber of years making
sketches and ﬂatheringmaterials for tiie house prior tohiring Atterbury,
Unli ke twoother major "period" houses i n Worcester (Knollwood - €orm
75-A - and the Paul Mdrgan House - in Lincoln Estate xam 116-L) t he
Hi ggins House i s knovm t o contain sone anti que European building materials.
The house's entry facade consists of two wings (set perpendicularlyto
each other) containing a sem -octagonal entr?/ tov,er (with crenellations)
at the wings' junction. Throughout, the building is constructed of
various materials, following the general pattern of stone (1st storey),
hal f-timbering vrith brick panels (2d storeyc?and hal f-tiin.bering ™*"th stucco
panels (gables). Thebuilding's garden facade (south) also is nade up r
of twovrings, joined at right angles by a two-storey gabled pavilion
which contains a two-storey window with ornate tracery. Set behind this,
windovj i s the house's "Great Hall", a two-and-one-half storey room con="
taining Panelllng, ornately carved woodwork and a mantel pi ece which was
originally part of the roof of an Italian nmonastery. At the hall"'s
second storey is a balcon;;, andorgan loft. My of the house's |eaded
casemsnts and stai ned- gl assrindows were bought i n Europe and shipped
to the United States after Viorld Mar |, Oher features of the house's
exterior include ornate chimmey pots and el aborate foliate decoration
in the stucco of the half-timbering. O much smaller scale, the garage
bears t hesane design elements as the house, Connect.ing thetwo

10. Bibliography and/or references (such as local histories, deeds, assessor's records, cont,)

early maps, etc.)

Country Life inAmerica, liarch 1926, pp, 57-59.
' Sunday~Tel egrara, My 7, 1972 (article and photos.) _
"'Nutt / O. istory of VIorcester, vol. I Il ,pl|-l (Higgins biography)



INVENTORY FORM CONTINUATION SHEET CoMiunity: Form No:

MASSAQUSETTS HISTORICAL CCMASSION V/orcester 102-11

Office of the Secretary, Boston
Property Name Aldus Higgins
Yo/ se

Indicate each item on inventory formwhidi is being continued below.

structures and surrounding the house are original garden walls, gates
and terraces. Shortl after its completion, the Higgins House was the
sub-‘ect of an article in Country Life in Am.erica (March 1926, p, 57-59)

Aldus Higgins (born 16 J2) was son of Milton Prince Higgins,
fugtdrr g %a% WP&W&H’W ShopS &d YCS”%S?E&[ PRI XTBER MG | ASELHie %‘3

a four|der of several nmtajor local industries, including Norton Gonpany,
the Plunger Elevator Conpany and the Norton Grinding Gonpany, The
younger T11G8MS attended V/orcester Polytechnic Institute, from whi”h
he graduated i nl093, ?rom 1793 until [c9& Aldus Higgins St“défzgnhaﬁ’er

in Viashington, DC, also serving at this tjme, @Elﬁ‘?\ﬁ‘éé'ﬁamtttedto
in the United States Patent OFfi¢fip bgh&d a laxv office in Viorcester

the bar, andafter angextefsi¥eve up his private practice t oserve as
généﬁgV‘co'éYl%F Ul t e %rton Gonpany dut ng a pgu od of growth and
re-organiz-ation of thefirm. [liiggins eventually becane t he conpany'

president, also sgfyimyp as treaswrer of t heSanford .Alley Stoker
Cor apany”

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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Please refer to the map Iin the
Multiple Property Cover Sheet
for this property

Multiple Property Cover Sheet Reference Number: 64000304



