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Hayfield is situated on a hill overlooking the south fork of Beargrass
Creek, about five miles east of downtown Louisville. The house sits on
a lot of approximately two acres. As with so many early country estates,
the land around Hayfield has been subdivided and developed for private

r esidences during the last two decades.

Hayfield is a two-story brick residence of Greek Revival design, with a
long, narrow, two-story portion extending back at right angles from the
rear ¢f the main block. The present appearance is remarkably similar

to that of a painting executed in the 1850s, about twenty years after

the construction of Hayfield. The facade consists of three bays, each
containing a rectanguldr, sash window capped by a geometric, carved
lintel. The windows are shuttered, multi-light, and have additional
narrow panes around their borders. K Pilasters rising to a simple entabu- -
lature separate the w1ndows in the second story. -The: Greek Rev1va1 ’
doorway - ‘is central and framed by 51de11ghts and transom with tracery

A one-story, Greek Revival porch extending across the facade is supported
by columns with simple bases and capitals. The corner piers are square
and slightly tapered, while pairs of similar piers flank the central
steps leading to the entry. Between these square piers are two, round
columns on each side. A decorative iron railing encloses the porch

roof. The main roof is very low- pltched and contains four interior
chimneys.

Single-story, brick-columned galleries run the length of the rear section
on either side. This rear structure, which predates the construction

of the main house, terminates in an ell which has a crenellated parapet.
The two structures are connected by a second-story passageway

Major alteratlons were made to Hayfleld in 1940. The pqrch columns
were rebuilt, though their original shape and configuration were re-
spected. At the same time, the entrance, which once projected out to
porch's edge forming an enclosed vestibule with side doors, was moved
to its present location.

The original, interior plan of the main floor combined a central hallway

with four rooms of about equal size. The 1940 alterations divided one

of the rear rooms in order to create a kitchen, enlarged the hall, con-

structed a curving stairway, and added a large Palladian window in the

rear wall. Emenah;mohdmngowa§1al§o added to the interior walls. However,
many original details remain to this day: marble fireplaces, oak- and
maple-leaf carved woodwork, and round ceiling moldings.

Slave quarters, a stone springhouse, and a stone wall were destroyed
during suburban development of the estate in the 1960s. The nominated
area encompasses Lot 146 of Block 80-K of the city of Louisville. The
main house is the only building extant on the lot.
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Built as a country heme in the mid-1830s, Hayfield remains as one of the finest
examples of CGreek Revival architecture in Louisville. It has also been the residence
of some of the community's most prominent citizens. -

The main houSe was constructed by Colonel George Hancock, a Virginian by
birth who cate to Kentucky in 1819, He first married Eliza Croghan, a niece
of William and George Rogers Clark, and lived with her at Locust Grove. Upon
her death in 1833, he married Mary Davidson the following year, and shortly
thereafter built a new home which he named Hayfield. Hancock was a gentleman
+of taste and refinement, educated at Yale, and elected to the Virginia legis-
lature. He was also @ knowledgable and respected farmer who served as first
president of the Jefferson County Agricultural and Mechanical Association.

There are several indications that Hayfield may be an early work of the English
architect, Major Thomas Lewinski, who is best known for his work in Lexington,
Kentucky in the 1840s and 50s. At least two later articles about Hayfield
mention that Hancock brought one or more architects from England for the pur-
pose of building his house. It is also known that Lewinski first lived in
Louisville before moving to Lexington in 1842. Finally, Hayfield bears a striking
resemblance to Lewinski's James B. Clay villa in Lexington (1845-46) in its

floor plan, the pattern of window lights, and its use of interior chimneys.
However, no conc¢lusive &vidence linking Lewinski to Hayfield has been found.

Mystery and contradiction are also connected with the older, rear portion of

the house. It has been dated, by various accounts, to 1796, 1804, and 1806. The
surrounding land was originally part of a 1787 military land grant to William
Byrd. In 1790, the property was sold to Colonel John Thruston, an early trustee
of the town of Louisvillé ‘who'camé west at: age ‘16 to'fight with George Rogers
Clark's regiment. Thruston bullt a retreat which he named "Sans Souci" and

which may be the rear section’ ‘of Hayfleld. “Othér sources, however, attribute

it to David L. Ward, one of the wealthiest men of his day. Ward is sald to have
built a ten-room mansion about’ 1804, though deeds show that Ward did" ‘nbt purchase
the land from Thruston's heirs until 1812.

From 1847 to 1863, Hayfield was the home of Dr. Charles Wilkins Shoxt, a
world-reknowned botanist and a founder and dean of the Louisville Medical
Institute, forerunner of the University of Louisville School of Medicine.
Other prominent residents of Hayfield include George Danforth, whe operated

a large cattle farm in the late l9th century, Robert Tyler, a business tycoon
and civic leader,
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The unanswered questions surrounding Hélyfield‘_s construction do not detract
from its importance as a significant link to Louisville's architectural and
historical past. Despite suburban development, ‘it retains all the grace
and character that make it one of the finest of Louisville's early homes.
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northwesterly 45 feet, thence northeasterly 150 feet, Tthence east 253 feef,
thence northeasterly 52 feet, thence southeasterly 45 feet fo the beginning;
being Lot 146 of Block 80-K of the city of Louisville.
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