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CONDITION
Good Ruins

Ownby, John^-Cabin
Building #604
Reccoramended level of Treatment*
Cost Estimate: N/A

Preservation

This is a rectangular building 19'6"xl7'BM . It is one story, with hewn, 
split log walls. The logs are white pine and poplar, some 25" in width. 
There is some rot present, but the logs are generally in good shape. 
The cracks between the logs are chinked in some cases and in others there 
are split board battens covering the openings. In a few instances vandals 
have removed both battens and mud from the wall cracks.

The corners of the building are dove-tail notched. They exhibit excellent 
workmanship in the notching, and many Tdgs'show both broad axe-and adze 
marks. The gable ends of the cabin are split poplar and pine weather 
board.

There is a porch across the front of the building. It is 4* wide, and 
floored with sawn boards, random-width, over a hewn sill. There are two 
split poplar log steps leading from the ground to the porch. The porch 
is covered by a roof which butts into the wall six inches below the eaves 
of the roof of the house. The porch roof is shingled, and supported by 
four hardwood posts resting on the porch floor. The roof of the structure 
is gable, covered with split oak shingles.

Chimney* The chimney is located on the north end of the cabin. It is 
rubble ffltgonry. The mortaj• JLe,red clay from the nearby spring branch. 
It exhibits' fifne workmanship,' and although the rest of" the building has 
been repairsd.Ar rejiabilitated over the years, ljftLtle has be^en done to 
the chimney, which still appears much as it rausiPliave when it and the 
cabin were new.

Interiors The interior is one room, unceiled, with no loft or attic. The 
floor is random width, sawn board, with large cracks in places. Many of 
the boards exhibit considerable wear, especially in front of the doorways. 
The walls are hewn log, unpainted, with battens. The fireplace is in the 
north end of the c'abin, and hearth, firebox, and chimney piece are all 
rubble limestone masonry.
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Ownby, John Cabin—Order of Significance: 3rd

Prior to the establishment of Great Smoky Mountains National Park, there 
were over 25 families in A(«hat was .cabled the Forks of the Rivej community. 
In 1935 the area was included in the Park and the people moved away.

Today, the only building remaining in what was Forks of the River is 
the Ownby Cabin.

The Ownby family was one of the earliest to settle in the area of White 
Oak Flats, now Gatlinburg, Tennessee. The exact date of Jhe family's 
arrival is uncertain but predates the Civil War. They along with a 
handful of other families settled the area in the mountain valleys along 
the forks of the Little Pigeon River.

One of the* neighboring families of the Ownbys were the Regans. John 
H. Regan left the area for Texas, and. later served as the Postmaster 
General or1 the Confederacy.' 'it is somewhat Ironic that a inari originating 
in tj}e rmquntains of Ea$t Tennessee should have held, such high position 
in the Confederacy stfice the people of the region were lo^al to the Union 
almost to a man.

The Forks of the River community grew over the years. A school, churches, 
and a store were addled. Grist mills dotted the creek banks, and moonshine 
stills were located in'the most inaccessible places.

People made their living by farming small fields of corn, beans, and 
vegetables. Cattle were herded in the high meadows or "balds" of the 
Smokies. There were small sawmills in connection with some of the 
grist mills, and chestnut bark was stripped and sold to tanneries. The 
woods and streams were hunted and fished, and the forests 
herbs and plants useful in many ways. /^\>>""""""**</Q"



Campbell, John C., The Southern Highlander and His Hone. 
University of Kentucky Press? 1921.
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Doors: There are two doorways into the cabin. Both are rectangular 
openings, 6'6"x3'. One is located in the east wall, and there is a stone 
serving as a step. The other in the west wall opens onto the porch. The 
doors are built of split boards with battens. Both are hung on butt 
hinges, and the west door has a manufactured lock and knob. The door on 
the east has no latch of any sort.

General Location: The cabin is located on the Sugarlands Nature Trail, 
in Great Smoky Mountains National Park.
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The mountain communities were characterized by extreme isolation, and 
the consequences of this were seen in a certain amount of social 
stagnation and little exposure to or acceptance to change. However, 
the outside world crowded in on the mountain people, first by the 
logging industry cutting the timber from the mountains, and then the 
National Park movement resulting in a total disappearance of a number 
of communities.

Today the people of Forks of the River are. gone, although many of them 
and their descendants still live in nearby communities. The fields have 
grown over and disappeared, and the fences, roads, and gates are gone. 
Of all the buildings that once made up the community only the John 
Ownby cabin remains, a reminder of a time and way of life gone by.

The cabin was originally built in 1860. Some 104 years later, in 
1964, the structure was rehabilitated. Most original material was 
used, except the front porch which was deteriorated to the point where 
it had to be completely replaced. Care was taken to preserve the 
integrity of workmanship and architecture of the cabin.
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