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The group of five row houses sets on the westerly side
of Decatur Street on the northwesterly corner of Fulton
Street, in the third block north of Baltimore Avenue in
Cumberland, Allegany County, Maryland. The properties
are known as numbers 200, 202, 204, 206, and 208 Decatur
Street.

The row consists of five adjoining brick structures
with a common facade and a brick cornice. The bond of the
brick is American Common (7 streachers to 1 header ).

Each house is two and a half stories high with a cut stone
foundation and three bays across the Decatur Street facade.
The southerly end building (200) has four bays along the
Fulton Street side. Each bay has brick flat arches. The
common walls between the units and the northerly and westerly
end walls extend above the roof line. Each of these walls
contain double interior chimneys except the wall between
200 and 202 which appears to have had only one chimney
originally. 208 was covered in recent years with modern
siding. The roofs of 200, 202, and 204 have asbestos
coverings. 206 and 208 have tin roofs. Each unit has a
masonry stoop.

206 and 208 have large modern windows in the center
bays with doorways in the outer bays. The first floor of
208 houses a dry cleaning establishment (Ray the Reliable
Cleaner). The entrances for 200, 202, 204 are in the southerly
bay with windows in the other bays. 206 has a transom with
three lights above the main entrances. The transoms above
the entrance at 202 and 204 is closed off but visible. The
door sills of 202, 204, and 206 project out slightly.

There is evidence that the Decatur Street entrance
for 200 may have originally been in the center bay. The
flat arch above the center bay, now a window, extends
beyond the width of the window on both sides. The top
foundation stone immediately below the window projects out
similar to the door sills of the other sections. The present
door sill is flush with the foundation wall. There is
a flat arch above the present doorway, however, it is about
a foot above and there is no transom. The southerly wall
of 200 has a doorway in the third bay west of Decatur Street.
This doorway also shows signs of alteration, possibly a
window opening originally. The cut stone foundation
extends west only to the second bay, the rest of the foundation
is made of rubble stone.

Most of the windows of the row have double-hung,
wooden sashes with six over six lights. The bottom sashes
of the first floor windows on the facade and first two
windows along Fulton Street of 200 and the upper level
windows of 206 have one light. The external ends of the
window frames are flat--200 through 208 Decatur Street--and
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

This group of mid nineteenth century row houses is
important for its architecture. It represents an urban
form of domestic architecture that is not commonly found in
Cumberland, Maryland. The_row house, a major tool for defin-
ing urban scale and space,® was overshadowed in popularity
in this Western Maryland town by the detached and semi-
detached house, even after late nineteenth century industrial-
ism created the pressure for more housing and denser land
occupation.

The Decatur Street group is one of the oldest rows
remaining in the city. It was built in the 1840's or
early 1850's. Decatur Street is a part of Smith's Addition
to Cumberland and was laid out about the mid 1840's. The
row house group is shown on the 1853 Map of Cumberland.

Decatur Street was a fahsionable residential neighborhood
well into the twentieth century. It was named in honor of
Commodore Stephen Decatur, hero of the American expeditions
against the Barbary pirates. The street never attained the
"upper class" status that was associated with the Washington
Street area although various professional families resided
along it. This group of row houses is indicative of the
atmosphere that once characterized the street. Neither
pretentious or massive, the building has a refined and intimate
quality showing the scale of human use. Its classically
lined facade creates a rhythm that is carried along the
street in the facades of other mid nineteenth century classical
buildings. 1In recent years the area has begun to decline
and urban blight threatens to destroy this important part
of Cumberland's heritage.
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Tri-County Council for Western

Maryland, Inc.

STREET AND NUMBER:

Suite 510, Algonguin Motor Inn

CITY OR TOWN:

Cumberland

STATE CODE

24

Marvland

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been

evaluated according to the c-iteria and procedures set

forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

National [] State [ﬁ\ Local [
Name ‘r)
John N. Peaéce EE
Actin . _ )
Title (btate Historic Preservation
Officer
pDate June 6, 1975

I hereby certify that this property is included in the

National Register. .

Director, Oftice of Archeology and Historic Preservation

ATTEST:

M’

%Keeper of The National R€gister
2085

Date

GPO 931.894
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4. OWNER OF PROPERTY, continued
200 A. L. Beall, Owner 432-263
208 Decatur Street 20' x 72!
Cumberland, Maryland
202 Chester C. King 435-573
Route 4, Brice Hallow Road 20' x 72"
Cumberland, Maryland
204 Chester C. King 295-179
Route 4, Brice Hallow Road 20' x 72"
Cumberland, Maryland
206 A. L. Beall 412-207
206 Decatur Street v 19' x 72!
Cumberland, Maryland
208 W. Raymond Beall 438-653
208 Decatur Street 19' x 72°

Cumberland, Maryland

7. DESCRIPTION, continued

the sills are of wood. None of the exterior doors appear
to be original. The outer edge of the window frames are
flat with a bead.
Renovations have been made to the interiors, however,
bits of the original fabric remain. Some of the woodwork
in the front room of 202 is simple in design and characteristic
of the late Neo-Classical period.
The general condition of the structures is fair to good.
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