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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (if known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Located in Court Avenue in Sevierville, at the forks of
the Little Pigeon River, the Sevier County Courthouse commands an
outstanding view of the surrounding valley. Due to the Amposing
height of its tower, it can be viewed from a great distance by the
approaching visitor,

Begun in 1895 and completed a year later, the building is
of the style of Beaux-Arts Classicism, a ‘style used frequently in
public and quasi-public buildings in the United States at that
time. The New York Public Library and the New York Grand Central
Terminal are examples of the Beaux-Arts Classicism style.

The architect for the Sevier County Courthouse utilized the
typical feature of arches, with massive brick arches over the
front entrance and the windows on either side of the entrance, as
well as a system of arches over a second-floor balcony by the main
courtroom. At each corner is a decorative mass with a central
cupola surrounded by three smaller minaret- -type structures. A
system of arches and columns, combining the Greek and Roman influ-
ences, is repeated in the tower, which is the dominating feature.
The tower, measuring seventy- five feet, rises to a height of one
hundred and thirty feet from the ground, and is crowned by a metal-
clad dome. Midway up the tower is a large clock. A rectangular
bulldlng measurlng eighty-five feet by seventy feet, the courthouse
is built upon a limestone foundation with a thlckness of twenty-four
to thirty inches, similar to the basement walls. The exterior walls
up to the main floor are of hand-shapéd  limestone. From the _main
floor up, the exterior walls are brick, with those on the first floor
being rusticated. A slate roof covers the building.

~ .The floor construction is of wood joists, .and the roof
construction is of wood trusses made of heart pine ten-inch by
sixteen-inch members, some hand-hewn. The massive tower construc-
tion, a masterpiece of design, is of wood columns ten-inch by ten-
inch rising from wood trusses.

The floor in the lobby is of native white marble, and
has stood well the wear of many years. Other floors throughout the
building are wood.
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STATEMENT OF SiGNlFICANCE Lo e

It is very 31gn1f1cant that such an excellent example of
Beaux-Arts Classicism architecture should be found in a rural
county such as Sevier County. The only building in the town with
distinctive désign, its value to the town is inestimable. Since

tion would be hard to fill. Realizing the uniqueness of the
building in the area, the citizens of the county exhibit pride in
it, and are determined that it be preserved.

At the present time plans are being made to remodel the
courthouse and build an addition to it.
ior of the existing courthouse to be modernized, but the exterior

it is so impressive in its appearance, a void left by its destruc-

Plans call for the inter-

will not be changed.

Repairs to the tower will be made, retaining

its distinctive appearance.

The design of the addition will be

compatible with the existing courthouse.

The courthouse is the fifth one in the history of Sevier
County, but is the first to be built on the present site. It was
built to replace an earlier one which had been destroyed- by fire.

The building committee appointed by the County Court selec-

v ted the firm of McDonald Brothers of Louisville, Kentucky, to be
the architects for the new building. A contract was awarded to
C. W. Brown for construction of the courthouse. With changes
that were made during construction, the total contract price came
to just over Twenty-one Thousand Dollars. It was reported that
Brown lost so much money on the project that he was forced into
bankruptcy. The huge clock in the tower was not included in
Brown's contract, but was bought from Seth Thomas Clock Company
for Thirteen Hundred Ninety-six Dollars, a sizeable sum in com-
parison to the cost of the building.
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71000831. Buckingham House, Sevier County. NR3/18/71. The
correct significant date should be 1796 only.

71000832. Sevier County Courthouse, Sevier County.
NR3/24/71. Romanesque Revival should be added as another

style.

73001822. Collier-Crichlow House, Rutherford County.
NR7/16/73. Delete the term Chateauesque as a style.

77001264. Riverwood, Davidson County. NR7/20/77. Delete
the terms Adamesque and Colonial as styles,

82003982. Louisville and Nashville Passenger Station, Knox
County. NR3/25/82. Delete the term Chateauesque as a
style.

83003024. U.S. Post Office, Elizabethton, Carter County.
NR8/9/83. There is no style mentioned in the data base.

The nomination mentions Beaux Arts as a style, but Classical
Revival is probably more correct.

83003026. Gladstone Apartments, Davidson County.
NR6/16/83. Delete the term Elizabethan Revival and add
Classical Revival as the style.

83004256. Knoxville YMCA, Knox County. NR11/17/83. Add
the term Renaissance Revival as a style.



