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Fort Conde-Charlotte House
ji HISTORIC:

Kirkbride House
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OWNERSH.P STATUS ACCESS.BLE 
TO THE PUBLIC

Q District fTj Building

D Site Q Structure

a Object

D Public 

S Private 

Both

Public Acquisition: 

D In Process 

a Being Considered

jjjT] Occupied 

r-j Unoccupied 

r-j PreservQt(On work 

in progress

Yes: 

*3 Restricted

D Unrestricted 

' — ' ^°

PRESENT USE (Check One or More as Appropriate)

O Agricultural

Q Commercial

jj[] Educational

E Entertainment

Q Government 

Q Industrial 

Q Military 

CH Museum

Park

Private Residence

Religious

Scientific

1 1 Transportation [~1 Comments

iXj Other (Specify) _____________

Headquarters Mobile Center 
Colonial Damp.s of Americ.q _ji

OWNER'S NAME:

Colonial Dames of America in the State of Alabama
STREET AND NUMBER:

104 Theater Street
Cl TY OR TOWN:

_L^; „ Mobile

COURTHOUSE, REGISTRY OF DEEDS, ETC

Probate Court, Mobile County Courthouse
STREET AND NUMBER:

S. Royal Street
l TY OR TOWN:

Mobile

iiliiilillliilliliilillli|iiliiiiii
TITLE OF SURVEY:

Historic American Buildings Survey
DATE OF SURVEY:

DEPOSITORY FOR SURVEY RECORDS:

Library of Congress
STREET AND NUMBER:

CITY OR TOWN:

Washington



CONDITION
[~] Excellent

® Altered

|jj{ Good D Fair

(Check One) 

[~~| Deteriorated

(Check One) 

O Unaltered

D Ru

I!) Moved

ins P Unexposed

(Check One) 

£jj; Original Site

DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (it known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Conde Charlotte House is a twjsjtojrg; ^ed^ral^style structure 
constructed of bricjk which has been JlEuccbed over. A two story Greek 
Revival portico and rear dependencies were added in the iJBSO's.

The structure has a gable roof and parapeted gable end walls with 
two end interior chimneys on each end.

The front entrance consists of a single wooden door topped by a 
three light transom and flanked by two long side lites with wooden 
panels below. Pilasters separate the door from the sidelites. This 
entrance is repeated on the second level, where a similar door gives
access to the second level of the portico.

I .! 'j_r^o':! i :inj.j'i.3;.

Windows, of which there are four per floor, are double hung with 
12 lites per sash and have simple wooden sills and shutters.

The portico consists of four heavy Doric columns on the first level. 
These columns are made of brick and stuccoed over. The -"architrave above 
has two fascia courses and a dentate course. On the second level fluted 
wooden Corinthian Columns have a bottom layer of water leaves below 
the acanthus. The cornice is an architrave with three fascia layers and 
dentals. The wooden balustrade is in a crow^ foot pattern.

The plan of the house follows that of the standard Mobile town house. 
A Qentraljtiall_runs through the building and a stair rises from the front 
of this hall to the second floor. On the west side are double parlors 
with identical white marble mantels in each room. These mantels are 
not original. Windows are recessed with a deep sill; walls are plastered 
with no cornice; woodwork which frames the sliding doors is in Greek 
Revival style with the characteristic eared jamb. In the rear parlor 
bricks of an under floor are exposed.

The report of Nicholas H. Holmes, Sr., the restoration architect in 
1947 says, "in the west end of the main building were the outlines 
of four cells, about 6 f x 8' in size. Anchored into the two (foot thick 
brick floor were bare wrought steel eye-bolts.'' Mr. Holmes further states 
that two of the old cell doors and frames were reused on the jrgarwing 
which was added j/hen the house became a residence. A crude hand made lead 
knuckle was found under a loose brick in one of the cells. Brick was 
laid in a lime mortor made from local oyster shells.

On the East side of the hall the square front parlor opens into 
a rectangular room now furnished as a dining room but thought to have 
been where court was held. The wooden mantel in the front room is of the 
early 19th century but not original to the house. Random width pine floors 
are throughout the house. The second floor follows the same plan with 
a central hall with two rooms on each side of the hallway. Each room 
upstairs contains a simple wooden mantle. An open porch connects with 
the two story wing, which was added when Kirkbride altered the house 
for his residence.
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7. Description (continued)

Over the kitchen are three small rooms probably servants quarters. The 
original foundations were pine logs running parallel to the length of walls 
which were Replaced by concrete foundations in the 1940's restoration. 
Hand wrought nails used in construction and rough ceiling beams and 
framing of "whip sawn" lumber were also found.
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Abor iginol

[~1 Prehistoric

D Historic 

[ | Agriculture 

£] Architecture 

D Art 

I I Commerce 

I I Communications 

|~~) Conservation

I I Education

l~1 Engineering

I 1 Industry

l~"l Invention

f~l Landscape

	Architecture 

f~| Literature

Q Military 
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losophy 

[U Science 

I I Sculpture 

[~1 Sociat/Human-

itarian 

|~1 Theater 

O Transportation

£3 Urban Planning 
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Kirkbride or Conde-Charlotte House is one of Mobile's older standing 
structures and is one of the more architecturally interesting homes in 
the city. The federal period house with it f s sophisticated Greek Revival 
portico, added fn tfte1840 f s, was constructed in the 1820 f s on the site 
of the old Fort Conde, later Fort Charlotte.

In 1820 the land on which the fort stood was sold to the Mobile Lot 
Company and in 1821 the fort itself was razed, and streets were run 
through the cleared space.

The present structure was built some time later, possible as early 
as 1822 by Peter Hobart and reputedly served as the cities first jail 
and courthouse. . ( , -....-_•

Tn i§49 the house was purchased by Jonathan Kirkbride who adapted 
the building for residential use. Kirkbride moved to Mobile from Mt. Holly 
N.J. in 1843 and established a construction business in Mobile.

The home remained in private hands until 1940 when it became the 
property of the Mobile Historic Preservation Society. During World War 
II it served as U.S. Navy Officer's Club.

In 1957 it was acquired by the Colonial Dames of America in the 
State of Alabama and was restored and opened to the public as Fort 
Conde-Charlotte Museum. The house was recently closed during the con 
struction of Interstate 10, but will be reopened to the public soon.

NAT/ON
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see attached

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
DEFINING A RECTANGLE LOCATING THE PROPERTY '

-..........'..., ... fl
CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds 
NW ° ° 
NE ° ° 
SE ° ot. 
SW o . . o

LATITUDE AND LONGITUDE COORDINATES 
1 DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
, OF LESS THAN TEN ACRES
i - ———————— 

LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
30 ° 41 • 17 • 88 o 02 ' 23 "

APPROXIMATE A C RE AGE O F NOMIN ATED PROPERTY: 85»4*X 119 65' /^ ̂  S ̂ C^\ ITfiV^^i
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STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

STATE: CODE

COUNTY /^HV fv. •"^ ""'"'! '^i CODE

MOBILE W -."ftUVtO '-'^097
COUNTY: 1 r* * / *HJV j[ O 1(jy» '.. -*toDE

1 * '•••- • ** Htf-f ' ju \

COUNTY: \ •, NAT''ni\'/1 f 'i&pODE

\ \ R EG I s T r vi • i^_ /
COUNTY: \ A;^ .-^&/ CODE

^ /7f rr rTcV^ \^

f;!t£

NAME AND Tl TLE:

W. Warner Floyd, Executive Director
ORGANIZATION DATE

Alabama Historical Commission — - - - - .November 2, 1973
STREET AND NUMBER:

305 South Lawrence Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Montgomery

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National d State C5/ Local O

Name C/rLtjLt AC/. 9*y-z3LS^J/&f d- jfa '

_ Mfr _ ^^__1

„% ____ ̂ s.,,*

STATE 1 CODE

Alabama iQl

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 
National Register. s\<J» \ _ /I // )

Associate Director, Professional 
Services ^

Date n£C 1 2 B73

ATTEST:

{/\sW^// l/lt^^^A ~ / (
Keeper of Tt^ National Register 

Date ( 1^ ' 1 / " ~) ^

rn 
rn
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