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The Old Bank of Louisville is built on a narrow rectangular 
downtown city lot flanked on either side by post-Civil War 
commercial buildings somewhat taller than the bank. The 
importance .of the exterior of the bank is in the dramatic front 
elevation. It is, in brief, a Greek Revival distyle-in-antis 
doorway increased to the scale of an entire building. The effect 
is monumental. The facade is stone. The two fluted columns-in- 
antis are in the Ionic Order, and the flanking antae are battered, 
giving the whole building a tremendous visual focus. Above the 
columns and antae is a simple entablature carrying a superbly 
scaled cast iron parapet with bold anthenion cresting. This 
cresting is very similar to that shown in Plate 26 in Minard 
Lafever's Beauties of Modern Architecture.

Behind the columns-in-antis is a recessed entrance porch. 
There are three very tall, thin rectangular window bays in the 
stone wall that separates the porch from the banking room. The 
bottom half of the center bay serves as the entrance doorway. 
Early photographs show a simple pair of entrance doors and no 
surrounding architrave. (The present Lafeversque wooden frontis­ 
piece is a modern addition and completely out of scale and out 
of spirit with the rest of the facade.) The entrance gives access 
to the large rectangular banking room which occupies three quarters 
of the space of the original bank. Behind the banking room is an 
office, the original vault, and a corridor. What was an open 
yard behind the bank has since been filled in by an addition to the 
bank.

The banking room is three bays wide and six bays deep. On 
the long axis the first and last bays have flat ceilings at 
cornice height. These bays are divided from the four central 
bays by pairs of Ionic columns corresponding in design with the 
engaged pilasters along the side walls which mark the bays. The 
ceiling of the central four bays is a magnificent oval coffered 
dome with a central oval skylight. This oval dome, with the 
coffering graduating in size as it rises toward the oculus gives 
great dramatic impact to the interior space of the bank. Another 
extremely fine detail is the three identical doorways at the end 
of the banking room. They too are very much in the spirit of 
the Lafever plates. They have anthemion cresting and rows of 
rosettes set in the face of the architrave. The foundations 
and supporting piers in the basement are partly brick and partly 
stone. The floor joists are wooden and support a modern sub- 
floor covered with linoleum.
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The Old Bank of Louisville was built at 320 West Main 
Street ca. 1836. Traditionally thought to be the work of 
Gideon Shryock, recent research would seem to indicate that 
the building was designed by James H. Dakin, a New Orleans 
architect and that the construction was supervised by Shryock.

The bank is built on a narrow street front city lot, 
between two warehouse commercial buildings. The street 
facade is a single, monumental, stone distyle-in-antis screen 
rising to a cast iron parapet with anthemion cresting. 
Behind the columns-in-antis and flanking battered antae is 
an open recessed entrance porch which gives access to the 
large rectangular banking room which is covered by a beauti­ 
fully executed oval dome with graduated coffering. In the 
center of the dome is an oval skylight.

James H. Dakin, and James Gallier, Sr., his New Orleans 
partner at this time, were both originally from New York 
and both had worked closely with the architect Minard Lafever 
and prepared illustrations for Lafever's architectural style 
books, The Modern Builders Guide (1833), and The Beauties of 
Modern Architecture (1835).

The design of the facade of the old Bank of Louisville 
is in essence a distyle-in-antis doorway design similar to 
Plates 25 and 26 in The Beauties of Modern Architecture 
magnified to the scale of an entire building. Much of the 
interior detailing is also closely based on the Lafever plates. 
The old Bank of Louisville combines superbly executed Greek 
Revival architectural detail with an unexpected and bold design 
brilliantly adapted to a narrow, restricted city site. The ; 
result is one of the most sophisticated and original examples 
of small scale commercial architecture ever built in the United 
States.
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8. Significance (1) Louisville Credit Mens Assoc. 
(Old Bank of Louisville)

HISTORY

In 1833, Minard Lafever published The Modern Builders Guide; 
in 1835, he published The Beauties of Modern Architecture, both were 
style books of Greek Revival architectural detail and building 
techniques. The books enjoyed a wide popularity and influenced count­ 
less Greek Revival buildings across the nation. Plates 25 and 26 in 
the latter book illustrate a design for distyle-in-antis motif sliding 
doors between two rooms. The entire composition and especially the 
anthenion cresting appears to be the design source for the facade of 
the Old Bank of Louisville.

Very little is known about the history of this building. 
Tradition places the date of construction at 1837 and identifies the 
architect as Gideon Shryock, the architect of the Jefferson County 
Courthouse. However some recent research has cast doubt on this 
tradition. In the Jefferson County Courthouse records are the notes 
of the meetings in 1836 at which the plans for the Courthouse were 
accepted. In describing the specifications for the masonry the 
request is made for stonework just like the bank. This would suggest 
that the bank was at least partially under construction in 1836 based 
perhaps on the Lafever illustrations published in 1835.

Another interesting combination of coincidences revolves 
around a letter from the Board of the Bank of Louisville to the 
architect James H. Dakin in New Orleans asking him to bring to Louis­ 
ville the plans for the skylight of the new bank building. James H. 
Dakin had worked for Lafever and executed names of the plates in 
The Modern Builders Guide. He moved to New Orleans to join his 
architect brother Charles B. Dakin and the architect James Gallier, Sr, 
Both the Dakins and Gallier were originally from New York and Gallier 
had been a partner of Minard Lafever for one year and had also 
designed some of the plates for Lafever's books.

A third piece to the puzzle is a deposition filed in Jefferson 
County Courthouse by Gideon Shryock stating that he was the 
superintendent in charge of construction of the Bank of Louisville. 
Shryock does not mention being the architect. He was both the 
architect and superintendent for the Jefferson County Courthouse. 
Further research should be done to sort out the degree to which 
Shryock, Dakin, and Gallier, together or separately, were responsi­ 
ble for the design of the building.

For some time the Old Bank of Louisville has served as the 
Headquarters of the Louisville Credit Mens Association, however it 
is soon to be used as part of a performing arts center currently 
taking shape in Louisville.
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from Minard Lafever, The Beauties of Modern Architecture, 
(New York, 183$), plate 257

Probable design source for Old Bank of Louisville facade.
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