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The cost of the tower was $37,600. In
oeen responsivle for the laendscaping, an

THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (1f known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

lianctononi lMcemorizal Parlh comprises 32 acres around HMicntomoni Hill

N -

o< TIicuport.

Tne tall memorial Tower on the top of the Hill wos dedicocted in
192% to the fifty six men of Newpor®t who died in the service of their
covq*"y or in the service of an ally in VWorld War I. Built of rough
Tield stone after designs by Willism Mitchell Kendall then senior partner
in the New York firm of lMcKim, Mead and White, it is based upon the

aunmcrous circuley woetchtovei's or beacons of fieldstone which are to be

along the coasts of' the 0id World. Around the basc of Newport's

tower, however, is an arcadcd terrace insplch By h“UpO”u s 01d Stone
ill, caliled America's most controversial strucuour This tower is also

crovwned with a lentern reminiscent of the Pba ros, the lighthouse av

Alerendria, Lgypt.
The tower rises 78 feet sixt inches above the 150-foot hill. The
Al

L to the parapet of the first terrace is 10 feet, nine inches, and
the height to the parapet of the second terrace, 58 fect, nine inches.
A circuler staircase rises almos

sherv,
splendia view of countryside and ocean.

U |

t to this level. From this point, a
nerrovw gteirwey gives access to tne terrace, which provides a

and picaic facilities
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Antinomian lecders (after conferring with the local Sechem Wonnumentonomef
from une Chief Sachems, Canonicus and Miantonomi by dced\dated Mzrch 2,
1637/8 This hill was the seat of power of lMiantonomi and its Indian
name veriously Wonnumentonomey . Micntonomi or Tomany, has ocen kept.

-
.

The colonial settlers used the hill for & lookout, Tor public
execuitions, and for beacons. By ooT a veacon ha a been established
on "Wonomitonomo" Hill which, when fired, was the "directory to the
rest of the beacons to be forthwith fired through out the whole coloney.”
In 1776 another UCuCOﬂ was crected here "to give the country an alorm
in case of invesion' and Colonel Israel Putnem built fortifications at
this Ttime. After the fall of the Island of Rhode Island to the British,
Tortifications, including the forts on Tomony Hill werc utrcngunencd.
Remzins of the powder megazine and other works used as part of the
British lines of defensc are suvill v¢s1ole.l The French later used the
works a&s part of their inner lines. In 1795 the Secre uuf" of Var
reported to the Congress that a citadel for the protection of the in-
habitents had been crected on Tomony Hill.
{ATter the wor, the entire avea coout Miantonomi Hill reverted
Tarm land and remzined as such until 182).. During This vine at 7e
two observetion towers were ouilt here, one having blcwn dowi.

©O
ST

In 1921 the City of Newport purchesed the site for & park. The
acvelopmc ¢ and operation of wiich were entrusted Lo the Miantonomi
Memoriel Pork Commission. In 1823 & bronAe DluCQd wes installed
dedicating the park as a memorisl to the "Great Wer' and in 1929 +the
present memorial tower was dediceted. !

0

Thus the site has historic importance from thne Colonial,
Revolutionary Wer, and World Wer I periods.

President James Monroe, on an inspection tour of military
and naval installations, visited Miant@nomi Hill in 1817.

The memorial park and the tower, dedicated in 1929, had
among official attendants, Rear Adm. William S. Sims, USN;
Gen. James Parker, USA (ret), Congressional Medal of Honor
winner, and Mrs., Maude Howe Elliott (Pulitzer Prize winner)
and daughter of Julia Ward Howe, In August of 1927 Admiral

. T, USh, nd 1t
vwas here the famous World War I were photographed together
fAar the first time.
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NATIONAL REGISTER!VERIFICATION

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na-
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion
in the National Register and certify that it has been
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended

level of significance of this nomination is:

4/ (. '
- \ ‘—. / -"’
Name/(/k cﬂjc\_, VAP S AN & S5

Titte State Liaison Officer

I herebv certify that this property is included in the

National Register.
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Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preserv,

JUN 2 31963
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CITY OF NEWPORT
Plets kot 12

1017597 sq .

RO

CITY OF
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Plats lot 9 |
HOUSING AUTHORITY MIANTONOM HILL - pa CITY OF NEWPORT

OF CITY OF NEWPORT
472,000 sq fr.

AND TOWER 270,397 sq.ft.

SUNSET HILL

—
\’ | HOUSING AUTHORITY OF CITY OF NEWPORT
363764 Sq.ft. PLAT-4 LOT |
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