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The tall memorial tower on the top of the Hill was dedicated in 
1929 to the fifty six men of Newport who died in the service of their 
country or in the service of an ally in World War I. Built of rough 
field stone after designs by William Mitchell Kendall then senior partner 
in the New York firm of McKirn, Mead and White, it is "based upon the 
numerous circular watchtowers or beacons of fieldstone which are to be 
found along the coasts of the Old World. Around the base of Newport's 
tower, however, is an arcaded terrace inspired by Newport's Old Stone 
Mill, called America's most controversial structure. This tower is also 
crowned with a lantern reminiscent of the Pharos, the lighthouse at 
Ale::andr ia, Egypt.

The tower rises 78 feet six inches above the 150-foot hill. The 
height to the parapet of the first terrace is lo feet, nine inches, and 
the height to the parapet of the second terrace, 58 feet, nine inches. 
A circular staircase rises almost to this level. From this point, a 
short, narrow stairway gives access to the terrace, which provides a 
splendid view of countryside and ocean.

The cost of the tower was $37;>600. In addition, the commission 
has been responsible for the landscaping, and the construction of boundary 
walls and picnic facilities.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE (Tnc/ude Personages, Dates, Events, Etc.)

'•-* The site was part of Acquidneck, purchased by the Committee of 
Antinomian leaders (after conferring with the local Sachem Wonnumentonorae, 
from the Chief Sachems, Canonicus and Miantonomi by ".-deed \ dated March 2h } 
1637/8J This hill was the seat of power of Miantonomi and its Indian 
name variously Wonnurnentonomey. Miantonomi or Tomany, has been kept.

The colonial settlers used the hill for a lookout, for public 
executions, and for beacons. By 1667 a beacon had been established 
on "Wonomitonorno" Hill which, when fired, was the "directory to the 
rest of the beacons to be forthwith fired through out the whole coloney." 
In 1776 another beacon was erected, here "to give the country an alarm 
in case of invasion" and Colonel Israel Putnarn built fortifications at 
this time. After the fall of the Island of Rhode Island to the British, 
fortifications, including the forts on Tornony Hill were strengthened. 
Remains of the powder magazine and other works used as part of the 
British lines of defense are still visible.{ The French later used the 
works as part of their inner lines. In 179o the Secretary of War 
reported to the Congress that a citadel for the protection of the in­ 
habitants had been erected on Tornony Hill.

the war

two observation towers were built here, one having blown down.

In 1921 the City of Newport purchased the site for a park. The 
development and operation of which were entrusted to the Miantonomi 
Memorial Park Commission. In 1923 a bronze placque was installed 
dedicating the park as a memorial to the "Great War" and in 1929 the 
present memorial tower was dedicated./

Thus the site has historic importance from the Colonial, 
Revolutionary War, and World War I periods.

President James Monroe, on an inspection tour of military 
and naval installations, visited Miantonomi Hill in 181?.

The memorial park and the tower, dedicated in 1929, had 
among official attendants, Rear Adm. William S. Sims, USN; 
Gen. James Parker, USA (ret), Congressional Medal of Honor 
winner, and Mrs. Maude Howe Elliott (Pulitzer Prize winner) 
and daughter of Julia Ward Howe. In August of 192? Admiral
Sims and Gen. J ohn Per8hi 11^,, USA, visited btrehill and itr 
was here the famous World War I were photographed together 
fo-n the first time,,



Ho major reference, but there has been an extensive file 
of source .materials coraplle.dc.by James G. Edward 

Newport Dailv News 
Date: 195k » 1955, 1969. llj.0 Thames Street 

Newport, R.I 
Copies of all this material are on file: State Historical 
Preservation Commission, Office, Sta^:te Wide Comprehensive 
Land Use and Transportation Program, State House, Providence 
Rhode Island. }
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CORNER LATITUDE LONGITUDE

Degrees Minutes Seconds Degrees Minutes Seconds
NW — ° 30 • s-2 - 71 o 16 '• );>;. - 
NE kl ° 30 • -'-I-? - 71 o ;L Q , og „

SE 'M ° 30-29 • 71 o 18 • 33 • 
sw i:-l * 30 • 26 - 71 o 18 • 42 "
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' DEFINING THE CENTER POINT OF A PROPERTY 
1 OF LESS THAN ONE ACRE
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NAME AND TITLE:

Antoinette F. Downing, Chairman
ORGANIZATION DATE

H. I. State Historical Preservation Commission
STREET AND NUMBER:

2k Meeting Street
CITY OR TOWN:

Providence
Mll$$«

As the designated State Liaison Officer for the Na­ 
tional Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 
89-665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion 
in the National Register and certify that it has been 
evaluated according to the criteria and procedures set 
forth by the National Park Service. The recommended 
level of significance of this nomination is: 

National •" "j State Q Local gj

Name ( c~^—J- -c- ^ ̂ -^ ' ' — ^ »^~-T.-~~«— -

Title State Liaison Officer

Bate //e^^^. (^ / </ (^ <?/ .
s*

STATE CODE

R. I.

I hereby certify that this property is included in the 

National Register.

y /'/'

(/L(rfji(f> r( ISA l/M~s' C /$ SA flfl fi \ ( \t
Chief, Office of Archeology and Historic Preservatnoq^

JUN 2 3 1969
Date

ATTEST:

fr vLfjfsfaiUtf. ^t /,£fa&t(jL{/ f/1
Keeper of Th4 National Register

JUN 2 2 1969
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NEWPORT
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