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Straightsmouth Island Light, Rockport

SITE DESCRIPTION: Straightsmouth is an island located southeast of the
entrance to Rockport Harbor. The east end of the island consists of flat
meadow with shrub, wildflowers, and poison ivy, strewn with rocks and jetsam.
The shoreline is made up of granite boulders and fissured ledge which is
heavily populated by nesting seagulls. Below the high tide line, the rock is
covered with slippery seaweed.
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MAICR HBEVENTS DESCRIPTION: The site includes a lighthouse (1835) with entry,
pilings for a granite walkway, a Keeper's House (1835), oil house (1835), and
two outbuildings (18 ?).

EXTERIOR:

INTERIOR:
Lamp Room:

Lens Room:
Balcony:

Walkway:

A white cylindrical tower 37" high with a standard octagonal cast
iron lens room and attached gabled entry house. A base of five
visible strings of granite blocks 8' high supports the brick
tower and entry. Access to the entry is up a six rung iron
ladder. The door is modem and a window on the left side is
closed up. The roof is surmounted by a ball vent and lightning
rod.

The interior is brick with traces of whitewash remaining.

A single window with granite sill and lintel directly above the
entry house in the Lamp Room has been bricked up. An iron ladder
leads from below up through a trap door opening into the lens
room.

Standard octagonal cast iron structure. The lower portion is
cast iron with a scuttle hatch door opening to the balcony.
Railing is composed of three horizontal rails with vertical 30"
balusters between the bottom and middle ones.

An almost intact series of granite posts which supported a
covered walkway leads from the house to the light.

Light Characteristics:

Oil House:

Keeper's
Dwelling:

Side Facade:

Rear Facade:

Automated 1ADC flasher, 12c6PI, plastic lens

Standard gable roofed, brick structure. Small louvre in gable
for ventilation.

Outstanding example with intact 1 1/2 story wood frame, cross
gabled plan. Red with white trim. All windows retain their
Gothic hoods.

Facing light - contain series of triple windows: LI (Level 1)
same height, L2 sidelights lower. At the corner junction with
the main body of the house is a one story porch, 1 bay by 2 bays;
its decorative elements are intact and elaborate; junction of
post and cornice contains spandrels formed of an open circle
flanked by concave scrolls. Porch posts have pierced
guatrefoils, framed by right angled chamfered posts and flanked
by elaborate scroll patterns of a different pattern than those at
the roof of the porch. At L2 is a small wall dormer with 2/2
window; gables throughout exterior are ornamented with original
and elaborate designs.

This facade is balanced by a one bay porch on the right and on
the left by a projecting one story rear ell.

similar treatment. 1 bay X 1 bay rear porch has elaborate
ornamentation. A single window at LI has a Gothic tab hood. The
L2 gable is flush with the wall area contains a single window.
Other elevations contain one window on each floor.

Chimney is located at intersection of gables.

Lighthouse #37
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INTERIOR: Not accessible, windows boarded.

OUTBUILDINGS
1) small brick gable structure attached to side of house
alongside the small rear porch.
2) small frame gable structure with window, rear chimney, asphalt
shingle roof. Simple cross piece with board acting as kingpost
(as on Keeper's Dwelling).
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CHRONOLOGICAL HISTORY:

SL?!
age H

11/28/1834 - Aaron and Solomon Poole sold land to federal government for $600.

1835 -
1835 -

1835 -
18?77 -
18?7 -
6/7/1941 -
1977 -

1982 -
1985 -

brick tower erected.

standard Gothic Revival L-shaped keeper's house built, 1 1/2
stories with Italianate trim.

oil house built, stone with slate roof (10' X 12")

storage house (attached to house)

frame shed behind house built.

Glenn Wilson purchases all but Lighthouse, ~3050.

island acquired by Massachusetts Audubon Society as a sanctuary;
Coast Guard retains tower.

light tower painted; new windows and door installed.

light converted to solar power.
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LEVEL OF SIGNIFICANCE

Straightsmouth Island Light possesses integrity of location, design, setting,
materials and workmanship as well as associations with the development of aids
to navigation in Massachusetts. Dating from the 1830s, it provides an early
example of a lighthouse complex preserving many unique elements such as the
Gothic Revival trim of the Keeper's house and the granite piers which
supported the original walkway. Although the outbuildings are in poor
condition, the complex meets criteria A and C of the NRP on the state level
as well as survey criteria la, le, 2c.
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