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The 0ld Higgins Farm Windmill is a 30 feet high, shingled structure with a
fixed octagonal base 20 feet across, and a revolving shingled cap constructed
of framing members curved like the hull of a ship. The windshaft, 20 feet
long and 16 inches in diameter, is original. A L8 feet tail pale, used

to move the cap around, travels in a circle 110 feet in diameter, but due

to its rotted condition it will have to be replaced. The sails have been lost
and will have to be reconstructed, but 85% of the rest of the structure is
original.

The windmill has three levels and contains remarkably engineered wooden
moving parts. The moveable cap, whose shaft is turned by windpower,

contains a large wooden gear called the bread wheel, which turns the upright
shaft in the middle of the tower. This shaft turns the upper and lower
grindstones in the middle level of the windmill. A hopper and trough above
the grindstones are filled with corn, which feeds out to be ground by the

two grindstones. The ground meal is forced down a long shute to the meal trough
on the first level. The first level contains a sturdy wooden frame to support
the weight of the stones above, as well as a corn cob cracker which grinds
cobs into animal feed. The wooden moving parts of the windmill are still
extant, and with the planned restoration work the mill will be able to
function again very soon.

As well as containing remarkable moving parts, the windmill has some

unusual carvings and decorations, reminiscent of scrimshaw. These

decorations, as well as the boat-like construction methods (curved cap,

mast-like windshaft, pegged floor and all wooden materials), gave rise to the local
belief that the mill was constructed by ship builders. This has never

been authenticated, but it adds to the local importance of the windmill.

The windmill was moved in December, 1974 from its location in Brewster off
Route 6A to a site nearby. The windmill, located on private property,

was given to the Brewster Historical Society on the condition that it be
moved. Its present site is much like its original one, being placed on a
flat, open, and scenic area near Cape Cod Bay. The mill is being restored to
its original working condition with the enthusiastic support of local citizens
of all ages. The mill will be open to the public and will serve as an
education and recreational resource for the community.
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Old Higgins Farm Windmill (accepted NR 6-10-75)
Off Lower Road

Brewster, Massachusetts

Barnstable County

The address for the Old Higgins Farm Windmill should be changed from
Off Lower Road, to Off 0ld King's Highway. The location.on the UseS.G.S.
map is correcte
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The 0ld Higgins Farm Windmill is significant as one of the few remaining
windmills of the type once so numerous on Cape Cod, and as the only extant
one in Brewster. The design, common in 17th century England, has a fixed

base.-and moveable cap.

Because the base is not permanently attached to a

foundation, but rests on top of the ground, it, and others of its type, were
often moved around. The mill was used to grind corn, the main export crop
of Cape Cod in the 19th century, and after the Civil War, when the demand
for corn diminished, this mill, and others like it on the Cape, were used

with less frequency. The mill is in remarkable condition, with all of its
moving parts extant except for the arms and sails. The interior 'scrimshawe’
carvings also add to the windmill's significance. The windmill is now

being restored to its original working condition.

The windmill has been in the same general location since the late eighteenth

.century. In_1795 there were three mills in the area, one of which stood

on land belonging to the Crosby family. By 1845, Assessor records show that
the Crosby's windmill was the only one in Brewster. At that time, % of it
was owned jointly by "Higgins and Crosby", + by Nathan Crosby and 1 by Isaac
Hopkins. Interest in the mill passed through many hands, but the property never
passed entirely out of Crosby ownership. The windmill was probably moved
several times during the nineteenth century, but never far from its original
location.. Around 1890 it was moved to the nearby estate of Roland Crosby
Nickerson, where it<served for many years as a club house at the ninth hole
of his private golf course. In November, 1973, Mrs. Samuel Nickerson gave
the windmill to the Brewster Historical Society, on the condition that it be
moved. The move was completed in December, 1974, and the Windmill is in

the process of restoration. The mill will be used as an educational resource
for the children of Brewster, and an recreational and learning facility for
the whole Cape.

The importance of the Windmill's function to the community cannot be under-
estimated. It housed one of the main industries in Brewster, grinding all-the
corn grown in the community and exporting this crop to the rest of the
country. Corn was particularly important to the country in time of war, as
corn meal was the staple of the soldiers' diet. After the Civil War, the
nation-wide demand for corn diminished, but the local citizens still took

the corn they used for their own consumption to the mill to be ground. The
corn grinding was celebrated by the Johnny Cake Festival, a local tradition
which is carried on to this day.
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The interior engineering of the mill also adds to its significance. Its

all wood construction and its ship-like forms, make it a valuable educational
source for architectural historians, as well as for interested laymen.

When it is restored to working condition it will be a substantial

contribution to the American heritage.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 26, 2012

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8" floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or
assigning a precise addresses where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have
notified us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in
the National Register records for the following:

Bedford (Middlesex County)
Page, Christopher House, First Period Buildings of E. Mass NRTRA/IND—new address is 2

Meyers Lane (formerly 50 Old Billerica Road) q Do ,6 3 W f

L

Brewster (Barnstable County)
Old Higgins Farm Windmill, NRIND 6/10/1975—new address is 5)- Drummer Boy Road

(formerly, off Lower Road " $ o0 R i) Vs / /

Brookline (Norfolk County)
Brookline Town Stable, Brookline MRA 10/17/1985—new address i is. 235 Cypress Street

(formerly 237) R30I 2@ /o

Orrock, Rev. John House, Brookline MRA/IND 10/17/1985—new add;ess is 64 Winchester
Street (formerly 68) 6 & DA’ 3 2 & % Pz

Haverhill (Essex County) \.l, A Se . N ! 4 P

John Greenleaf Whittier Homestead, NRIND 7/3 0/ 1975—correct address is 305 Whittier Road

(had been incorrectly reported as 105 Whittier Road) & 4 G oy 75(&“* N Hi-
WS TG Capag B »

Oak Bluffs (Dukes County) Pook ¢

Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage, NRIND 10/22/1990—new address is 61"Ocean Avenue

(formerly 61 Circuit Avenue) ﬁ(’) OO0 g y c{‘j _,/J,

Wellesley (Norfolk County)
Eaton Moulton Mill, NRIND 5/13/76—new address is 35 Walnut Strec}gformprfy 37)
fn‘

V6000 20 4
220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125

(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state.ma.us/sec/mhc




Westborough (Worcester County)
Fisher, Nathan A. House, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/ 1994—new address is 34 West

Main Street (formerly Turnpike Road) 6@% l€ 7q
Maples Cottage, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/1994—new address is 155 Qak Street

(formerly Oak Street) %@ o | 6 & ( ﬂ/{

Sincerely,

%w@] W/L ,
Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission




National Register of Historic Places
Memo to File

Correspondence

The Correspondence consists of communications from (and possibly to) the nominating authority, notes
from the staff of the National Register of Historic Places, and/or other material the National Register of
Historic Places received associated with the property.

Correspondence may also include information from other sources, drafts of the nomination, letters of
support or objection, memorandums, and ephemera which document the efforts to recognize the
property.
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ieo of the Sooretary

./%zaaacﬁme/[) Historioad Commnission

Paul Guzzi 140 DBeacon Slrect Boston, Massachusolts 02108’ Z>"
Sorotary of ths Commonsontth N

727-8470

May 22, 1975

Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief
Registration

National Register of Historic Places
National Park Service

US Department of the Interior

18th and C Streets, NW

Washington, D.C. 20240

Dear Charles:

Enclosed please find two National Register submissions for the
following properties:

1. Brewster, 0ld Higgins Farm Windmill
2. New Salem, Whitaker-Clary House

These properties have been voted eligible for submission by the
Massachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review Board) and

have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Officer, Elizabeth
R. Amadon.

Sincgrely,

Eilrieen A litor Lo 14

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PIW:pw
Encl.



ENTRIES IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

Name

Lomum-mmn

Salisbury House

Also Notified

Hon. Edward M. Kennedy
Hon. Edward W. Brooke

Hon. Gexry E. Studds
Hon, Joseph D. Early
Regional Director, North Atlantic

Region
ljfi. MMott/row

6/12/75

Location

Brewster
Barnstable County

Worcester
Worcester County

State Historic Preservation Officer
Mrs. Elizabeth R. Amadon

Executive Director

Massachusetts Historical Conmission
40 Beacon Street

Boston, Massachusetts 02108
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Mr. Charles Herrington, Chief s AU g
Registration \x:"‘,; nAaT '\Q\_f Sy e
National Register of Historic Places 'f;>_ iQEGED‘*“_‘“f
US Department of the Interior N B LR

18th and C Streets, NW
Washington, DC 20240

Dear Charles:

Enclosed please find two National Register nomination forms and two
continuzation sheets for the following properties:

1. Newburyport: Bartlett Mall Historic District

2. Stockbridge: Naumkeag §

3. .[Brewster: Old Higgins Farm Windmill (Continuation Sheet) (4. SRpE 75}
4. Medford: Charles Brooks House (Continuation Sheet) (70"7

The Bartlett Mall Historic District is being submitted in advance of

a larger High Street District. The Superior Court House in the Bartlett
Mall District is currently in need of recognition and funding to insure
its preservation.

The continuation sheets for the 0ld Higgins Farm Windmill and Charles
Brooks House contain corrections which should be incorporated into the
forms. :

The Newburyport and Stockbridge properties have been voted eligible for
submission by the llassachusetts Historical Commission (the State Review

Board) and have been signed by the State Historic Preservation Oi'ficer,
Elizabeth R. Amadon.

Sincerely yours,

Vit  UWeslowsbe:

Patricia L. Weslowski
Survey Director
Massachusetts Historical Commission

PLW: jd
Enclosures




. R | - v et iy Bt
DATE: 3\\6lz=+

NR Data Sheet S BRJ N

\/ NR DOE June 10, 1975

v

01ld Higgins Farm Windmill

NAME AS IT APPEARS IN FEDERAL REGISTER:

OTHER NAMES: Windmill —RLL_.

LOCATION:
V' hower Rd.

STREET & NUMBER

: ff

\/E CONGRESSIUNAL DISTRICT

QY. TOWN rewster / it

A / viciiTy o hover
SIATE COUNTY .

A . Moyaschseaccs / > /Barnstable 001

OWNER OF PROPERTY. (circle) 'm'rs LOCAL GOV'T MUNICIPAL COUNTY OTHER

ADMINISTRATOR (underline) FEDERAL (AGENCY NAME) 1

NPS REGION: (CIRCLE) MID ATLANTIC SOUTHEAST  MIDWEST

SOUTHWEST ROCKY MOUNTAIN WEST PACIFIC NORTHWEST

.
FEATURES . NTERIOR EXTERIOR ENVIRONS
”_Substantially intact-1 -~_ Substantially intact-2 - Substantially intact-3
— unknown - 4 ___unknown.-5 ~.unknown -6
— not applicable - 7 _ not applicable - 8 __Nct applicakle-9
~Interior, exterior{ cnvirons not intact-
CONDITION =  —EXCELLENT __DETERIORATED ) C::?u»ﬁso C:wsu‘—
—GOOD —RUINS ERED L-IGVED
L,mn/ —UNEXPOSED —Reconstructed ~Unkncwn
~Unexcavated ~Excavated
: ACCESS —~ Yes-unrestricted No access Unknown
f historic district ? YES %o
WITHIN NATIONAL REGISTER HISTORIC DISTRICT? YES @
IF YES, NAME:
WITHIN NATIONAL HISTORIC LANDMARK? YES
IF YES, NAME:
-
ADAPTIVE USE,; @ NO Saved ? YES %o :

FUNCTION (S): (use vdcabulary words)
then’ M' e ! \‘LL :

now- V‘MCA-O-DUAM -;f Cgad:akwé,
SIGNIFICANCE: ﬁu L-:%

v

—ARCHEULUGY-PREHISTORIC __LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE  _RELIGION . —entertainment
Zaon{oiocv-msromc __CONSERVATION —1aw/Gov't/politics _science _—health

GRICULTURE  — 3 __ECONOMICS __LITERATURE __recreation
__ARCHITECTURE __EDWCATION __MILITARY _SOCIAUHUMANITARIAN  __settlement
—ART \zézlcussamc - // —MusIC : —socio/cultural
—COMMERCE __EXPLORATION __PHILOSOPHY _TRANSPORTATION —urban & commun
—_COMMUNICATIONS —INDUSTRY —_POLITICS/GOVERNMENT __OTHER (SPECIFY) planning

—INVENTION =
Claims

tep:
first? yes o teoldest?? ves o *tonly?? ves o



ARCHITECTURAL STYLE:
architect/m.builders: engincer:
landscape/garden designer: artist/artisan:

Interior decorator; builder/contractor:

ETHNIC GROUP:

NAMES: personal
(label role
&
appropriate date)
events
institutional

DATES, DATE OF CONSTRUCTION (Specific date or 1/4 of century): &~ , |\ =<

DATE(S) OF "MAJOR" ALTERATIONS:’i%Q.

HISTORICALLY SIGNIFICANT DATE(S) :

]
SOU RC E ¢ (OF NOMINATION) PRIVATE LOCAL GOV"T MUNICIPAL COUNTY

B OTHER FEDERAL 'AGENCY:

x ACREAGEo (to nearest tenth of an acre) ( ) Zf / ‘pou.n‘.&'h’“-.) "
MASONRY FBN. N g 20T

>
COMMENTS: (include architectural information here) FMM& ﬂﬁﬂwﬂé -
OCTDGONOL Zi.\lot_\llﬂe éuﬁ«:—.o GABED cap jNOODEN MALCHNERY

Oﬂz‘
WTACLT , wMo& w}sja / ARN\NG mnr.m, MoVED ,m‘
FLW VW NG na\wnils i ,;4« onee ndmé 0 oy Of’/ 8
Yio doedinaa, !

USED Tdo GRIND (ORN : :
wmmuuzwm nbeos@ Muswn.

S IGNI FI CA NC E : (maximum two sentences)

Ul

' " ;





