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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL. (It known) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

Excerpts from Newark Jaily Advertiser arts, "It stands in a promi 
position commanding a view of the broad expanse of country for m 
in every direction, and the approach to it gives a pleasant effect 
solidity and symmetrical proportions. It is a florid Gothic struct 
the pointed style of the lUth century, built wholly dfjstpne with a square 
tower in front 100 feet high, surmounted by pinnacles, consists of a nave 
and aisles, chancel, tower and south porch. The body of the church is 86 
feet long and 86 feet wide: chancel 1|3 feet by 23: tower 21 feet square, 
and 100 feet high making a total length of about 1^0 feet, built of Little 
Falls stone. The interior presents a spacious and cheerful room, without 
galleries, relieved of any sepulchral effect by the unobtrusively rich 
stained glass windows, which temper the atmosphere into a soft mellow 
tone, without excluding too much light. The pews are invitingly arranged 
and cushioned with red, the carpets being of the same general tone. The 
pulpit is of elaborately carved oak, the wood work of the organ loft over 
the front vestibule and seats being of the same material. In the evening 
it is lighted with gas from side brackets, and gilt candelabra, with five 
burners each, rising at convenient intervals between the pews". 
The following is a description by Kenneth B. Schnall, in his 1965 Thesis, 
"19th Century Churches of Newark".' "The church is designed as a rectangular 
shape with the placement of the tower, piers and chancel in a style similar 
to the jSnglish fourteenth century decorative period. The building is con­ 
structed entirely of a ^and-cut stone in an approximate facsimile of a 
Flemish bond. A centrally located tower on the facade is Norman in style 
with some early English elements.yThe building is on an east-west axis 
and has its front doors on a level with the sidewalk. The nave and rear 
addition reach back and down the steep hill so that the building appears 
to be quite large. The interior of the church is not very large". The 
noted John «/elch's fine original squared "east end" was eliminated, unfor­ 
tunately, by "the also noted Carrere a.id Hastings. "The rear lecture hall 
built in 1890, begins at the end of the side walls. 'Even though the rear 
building appears to be a large transept, it is in fact a separate building. 
The original part of the building extends from the front tower to the rear 
wall of the nave which serves as a central pulpit area. / The entire rear of 
the builoing is in effect a separate building and contains rooms used for 
offices with a large lecture room in the upper stories that run at a high 
angle to the church nave. This building is constructed of brick and is 
faced with a brownstone^similar to those found in the facade. Entrance to 
the building is^rovided from the nave and through separate outside doors. 
A cornersto.ie on the southeast corner bears the date 1890. A real attempt 
was made to use a facing stone like that found in the facade so that no real 
contrast exists. /The center tower fully dominates the entire facade. It i 
large in relation to the width of the church but some compensation is made 
for this through the use of various architectural elements. The addition 
has an enormous rose window with thick stone tracery that adds distinction 
to the long exposed side of the church which fully covers its corner lot. 
The set-offs on the long buttresses at each corner have sharp weather plate 
These buttresses taper at the ends and continue on up to pinnacles which end 
in crocketed finials. The flat areas of the tower wv-lls are broken on all 
sides in the belfry by a deep-set window with a steep sill.I The windows 
have heavy mullions, hood moldings, and are lined with crockets. An open (Con't.)

n



PERIOD fCftecJr One or More a* Appropriate)

D Pre-Columbian! D 16th Century 

n 15th Century D ^tK Century

Q 18th Century 

19th, Century

20th Century

SPECIFIC PATEts> g/Applicab/e p-ari fth Hmiflft 1 ftOH

AREAS OF SIGNIFICANCE fCheck One or More a« Appropriate)

Abor iginal

Q Prehistoric

Q Historic 

F~l Agriculture 

CTj Architecture 

D Art 

f~l Commerce 

{""I Communications 

1 | Conservation

[~1 Education

t~l Engineering

Q Industry

|~1 Invention

(~1 Landscape

	Architecture 

[~| Literature

D Military 

Q Music

Q Political

[3 Religion/Phi­ 

losophy

Q Science

[ I Sculpture

Q] Social/Human­ 

itarian

Q Theater

Q Transportation

D

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The chief significance, among many factjrs, is architectural as an extra­ 
ordinarily artistic work of two nationally know architects; 4oha wfelch 
of Newark, 1850-52 and addition of 1890 by Carrere & Hastings. In additior 
the church has served a valuable religious and other varied outreach role 
for different congregations. [.The original High Street Presbyterian Church 
which reportedly ceased in 1926, another congregation, believed to be Germ4n 
Lutheran, according to a clergyman, and since sometime after itforld ^ar II 
has been the St. James' A.M.JS. Churctuj The latter, a black congregation 
essentially, is an influential church in the city and a key church within 
its denomination. Important denominational conferences have been held in 
the church on various occasions. St. James' community outreach includes 
active counselling, diversified music, a credit union and housing spon­ 
sorship.

/The church is strategically situated on a hill overlooking donate an Newark1 
diagonally opposite another great landmark, the turreted Krueger-Scott 
Mansion.
The Newark Daily Advertiser, May 19, 1852, regarding the previous day's 
dedication, commented, excerpts, " an important monument of architectural 
skill. Its distinguishing merit is perhaps the completeness of the minute 
details, a merit seldom if ever fully carried out in specimens of the 
more elaborate styles adopted in this country, where these necessary little 
adjuncts to a harmonious whole, are often sacrificed to economy. It is 
on the whole, the most complete specimen of its style we have seen in the 
state. The architect is Mr. John iflfelch of this city, who has certainly 
dona himself great credit." Many works by sjpjomi, dills, .Lafever, etc., 
had been completed very nearby within the preceding five years. It cost 
$UO,300., all costs, including land. The church is probably the first (U. 
work and a masterpiece of O-ie of America's foremost architects, John Jelch 
182U-1U9U, skilled and imaginative in masterpieces of many styles, whose 
national reputation is now being revived. »felch came to Newark from Scot­ 
land in 1850 and began the High Street Church in that year. Within several 
years, he had completed U-5 other exceptionally notable Newark works before 
achieving additional nationwide fame else .mere. Ordinarily working separ­ 
ately, he, nonetheless was related to Richard Upjohn on 2 Newark subjects 
in the l850's, as told in the biography of Richard Upjohn by Svsrard 
Upjohn, a source also of the fact that tfelch was 1 of the 13 charter A.I.A. 
Members at the Institute's founding meeting in UpJohn's office. 
Carrere and Hastings, H.Z.C., who designed the 1890 addition also did the 
noted New York Public Library, the U.S. Senate and House Office Buildings, 
The National Amphitheater of Arlington Memorial Cemetery, (Continued)
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Section 7: Continued
lattice of reticulated tracery fills the louvered window which indicates the 
bell chamber. Above a stringcourse of stone which separates the upper section 
of the tower about where the organ is located is a small square dripstone cap­ 
ped window. The church tower is Norman in style but has some late English 
characteristics. A large window -with a thick dripstone and sill opens the 
lower front wall of the tower from about the point of the gable to a short dis­ 
tance above the central door. Both windows and door fill the distance be­ 
tween the corner buttressing. The central window is a horizontal shape which 
is broken by a reticulated tracery at the point of the window and has a plate 
tracery between the mullions. A lowar central door is made of wood and is 
banded with metal. It is set very deep within a recessed round molding. The 
thickness of the wall at the base of the tower is clearly indicated while a 
clear distinction is made between the stone walls and the stone of the arched 
doorway. Smaller windows similar in style to the central windows are set at 
the front walls of the siae aisles and fill the wall area between the tower 
and the building's corner buttressing. The fenestration of the windows in the 
wall above the nave is set in an even row. The windows are set shallow in the 
wall and are close to a carved parapet wall which runs along the eaves* This 
wall, which breaks the line of the long roof, is repeated on the lower side 
aisle roof and, in fact, continues round to the rear lecture hall. A porched 
side entrance at the wast end of the south aisle wall is made of stone and has 
small front buttressing. It has a deep door and a wide stone cornice. The 
buttresses in the side walls are off-set with long weather-plates. They ex­ 
tend almost the full length of the wall. Windows in the lower wall are wide 
and have dripstone coverings. They are set on a long stringcourse and are sai 
between the side wall buttressings. The long stringcourse indicates the level 
of the church's lower wall against the sloping ground level. A side stair 
turret is located on the northwest corner of the tower and runs from the 
ground to the bell chamber. The turret provides antraice to the organ loft. 
A carved parapet wall of trefoil shape breaks the line of the cornice at the 
side aisle roof between the side of the building and the corner buttressing. 
A similar parapet with a low battlement opens the space at the top of the 
tower between the corner pinnacles. The nave is short and has a central aisl«. 
Side aisles are located under the lower side aisle roofs. The ceiling is 
wood with a low span in the form of a depressed arch and is built over a 
set of seven small arched braces.. This wooden ceiling is located under the 
cockloft which has a much steeper pitch. The aisle roofs have small ceiling 
braces that rest on the side walls. Main beams and principal raftars are 
separated by green painted panels against the lighter buff color of the 
ceiling board. Windows in the upper have walls are set deep in the wall so 
that they suggest the wall depth. These windows provide a soft light 
against the low arched span of the ceiling. The windows in the walls of the 
side aisles are set within those areas defined by the places in which the 
ceiling braces grip the walls. These large arched windows extend down to (CoJi't)
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the wooden wainscotting. The piers in the nave open the bays into wide sharp 
pointed spans. Jilach arch in the nave arcaaes are heavily se-& with ball and 
flower moldings which is in sharp contrast to the flat siae walls. A sense of 
width is provided in the short narrow nave by the wide bay openings. *tells in 
th-3 nave are plastered and have been painted to look like an even cut stone in 
a plumb bond. The focal point of the nave is the front chancel wall. A large 
recessed arch rests within a large low arch which is the shape of the wall. A 
heavily carved reredos covers a. good portion of the recess and rests on a ma 
sive pulpit stage with a central lectern. The pulpit stage covers most of the; 
space in the chancel area but allows some room for flanking amen pews. A 
bench-like seat follows around the inside walls of the side aisles and pro­ 
vides more seating room in the nave. A side door located in the southwest 
wall opens into a small stone porch. The arched double wooden doors are set 
within an arched molding carved in a floral pattern. The front vestibule is 
within the square tower and pro/ides entrance to the main aisle in the nave. 
This small room has a stone floor and ceiling that is the floor of the organ 
loft. A low doorway in ths vestibule pro vides entrance to the stair turret. 
The heavy choir loft with a carved front overhangs the front entrance door 
and rests on two carved pillars that flank the center aisle." 
The architectural interest of the church is heightened by the oddities and 
ironies such as the fact, discovered upon closer re-examination, that Carrere 
& Hastings' great but false tra isept of 1890 replaced John Welch's great but 
false "east End" of 1850-52; that is, the "east end" of /felch which appears 
from the extarior as a superb Anglican chaicel, was actually (as the congre­ 
gation was Presbyterian aid not Episcopal) used: "In the extension of the 
building, behind the pulpit, are the lecture and Sabbath School rooms con­ 
veniently arranged." This quote was in the Newark Daily Advertiser, 5/19/1852 
The same reference, in addition to various above quotations, also states: 
"The entrances are through vestibules paved with .figured encaustic tiles, 
a raatarial recently introduced here." Perhaps by Frank //ilia, arrived in 
N.I.C. in 18U8, from Fredericton, IM.B., who completed two Newark churches 
in 18U9-50 (Christ, & House of Prayer) who used tiles in his noted St. Anne's 
Chapel and Christ Church Cathedral, both Fredericton, (the latter with Jm. 
Butterfield, noted Briton who proceeded much farther eventually into polychroiiy). 
See The Gothic Revival and American Church Architecture, pages ljli-li|0 & 152 
bjf Stanton.

Section 8; Continued
the McKinley Monument in Buffalo, the Flagler buildings of St. Augustine, 
Florida, Richmond (Staten Island) Boro Hall, the City Halls of Patterson and 
Portland, Mai.ie, and the Ballantine Gates of Newark's Branch Brook Park, 
(Lake Street).

did another masterpiece of some definite Comparability to (Continued)
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High Street Presbyterian Church, Newark, the great St. John's Episcopal 
Church on Broao. Street in the heart of downtown, Elizabeth, completed in i860, 
reflecting further progression from his "encaustic tiles" of the floor of the 
Newark church to other use of color variation or alternation (polychromy) to 
become more Victorian in a gradual manner paralleling the gradual transition 
of the great British architect, //illiam Butterfield. Among Welch's other 
known works of great distinction are as follows: Halsey Street Methodist 
Episcopal Church l8£l-52, Greek Revival, demolished, Newark, New Jersey, 
South Park Presbyterian Church 185>5£, Greek Revival, Newark, New Jersey. 
Old St. Paul's Broad Street Methodist Episcopal Church l85U-£6, Gothic, 
after King's College Chapel, Cambridge, England, (consulted R. Upjohn, dem­ 
olished). Newark Orphan Asylum, now Eberhardt Hall, Newark Coll. of England 
1857, Tudor-Elizabethan-Flemish. Newark National Banking Co. l8£6-f?7, in. 
association with R. Upjohn, demolished. Brooklyn Tabernacle, Dr. Talmage's 
Tabernacle, 18?2, famous Romanesque destroyed by fire in 18 9U, Brooklyn, New 
York. First Baptist, //illiamsburg, Lee Ave. now Congregational, 18?U (?), 
Victorian Gothic, Brooklyn, Mew York. St. Luke's Episcopal Church, circa 
1880's, Romanesque and Gothic, Brooklyn, .tew York. All Saints' Episcopal 
Church 7th Avenue, Brooklyn, New York, 1889-92, Byzantine, tfelch worked in 
many other cities on churches, reportedly, is claimed as the early originator 
of the amphitheater auditoriums for Protestant Churches, specifically after 
/erona, Italy's famed Roman Amphitheater and presumably as one of the earliest 
akron plan architects. He died in l6?lu The New York Times and Brooklyn 
Eagle carried notable obituaries, both dated 11/22/189U:""once a noted 
architect" and"dies in Myrtle Avenue Restaurant."

Congressional Representation

Peter ,tf. Rodino, Congressman (10th District) 
Clifford P. Case, U.S. Senator 
Harrison A. vi/illiams, U.S. Senator


