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1. Name of Property

historic name PARKER HILL RURAL HISTORIC DISTRICT

other names/site number
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street & number _Parker Hill and Lower Parker Hill Roads N [Anot for publication

city or town Rockingham and Springfield N /A vicinity

state Vermont code _VT county Windham & Windsomwode 025 zip code 05156
027 05101

3. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended, | hereby certify that this KX norination
O request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the National Register of
Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. In my opinion, the property
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] See continuation sheet.
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[J removed from the National
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Name of Property

Windham & Windsor Co., Vermont
County and State i

5. Classification EEE N

Ownership of Property Category of Property

(Check as many boxes as: apply)- (Check only one box)

X private 1 building(s)
[x] public-local k] district
¥} public-State U site

[0 structure
[ object

[ public-Federal

Name of related multiple property listing
(Enter “N/A” if property is not part of a multiple property listing.)

N/A

Number of Resources within Property
(Do not include previously listed resources in the count.)

Contributing Noncontributing
48 35 buildings
16 sites
3 structures
objects
67 35 Total

Number of contributing resources previously listed
in the National Register

0

6. Function or Use

Historic Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture/storage

Agriculture/agricultural field

Domestic/single dwelling
Domestic/secondary structure

Funerary/cemetery

Current Functions
(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture/storage

Agriculture/agricultural field

Domestic/single dwelling
_ Domestic/secondary structure

Funerary/cemetery

7. Description

Architectural Classification
(Enter categories from instructions)

Federal

Greek Revival

Italianate

Narrative Description

Materials

(Enter categories from instructions)

foundation __granite

walls weatherboard
brick

roof asphalt

other slate
metal

(Describe the historic and current condition of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)
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Windham & Windsor Cos.,

County and State

VT

8. Statement of Significance

Applicable National Register Criteria
(Mark “x” in one or more boxes for the criteria qualifying the property
for National Register listing.)

(X A Property is associated with events that have made
a significant contribution to the broad patterns of
our history.

(] B Property is associated with the lives of persons
significant in our past.

(% C Property embodies the distinctive characteristics
of a type, period, or method of construction or
represents the work of a master, or possesses
high artistic values, or represents a significant and
distinguishable entity whose components lack
individual distinction.

(] D Property has yielded, or is likely to yield,
information important in prehistory or history. .

Criteria Considerations” .. /. 3.
(Mark “x’" in all the boxes that apply.)

Property is:

[0 A owned by a religious institution or used for
religious purposes.

(1 B removed from its original location.

[J € a birthplace or grave.

(0 D a cemetery.

(] E a reconstructed building, object, or structure.
{0 F a commemorative property.

J G less than 50 years of age or achieved significance
within the past 50 years. '

Narrative Statement of Significance

(Explain the significance of the property on one or more continuation sheets.)

‘Areas of Significance

(Enter categories from instructions)

Agriculture

Architecture

Period of Significance
c,1790-¢c. 1942

Significant Dates

Significant Person
(Complete if Criterion B is marked above)

N/A

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Architect/Builder

Dana, Thomas

9. Major Bibliographical References

Bibilography

(Cite the books, articles, and other sources used in preparing this form on one or more continuation sheets.)

Previous documentation on file (NPS):

] preliminary determination of individual listing (36
CFR 67) has been requested

[ previously listed in the National Register

[ previously determined eligible by the National
Register

[ designated a National Historic Landmark

[ recorded by Historic American Buildings Survey
#

(] recorded by Historic American Engineeting
Record #

Primary location of additional data:

[X State Historic Preservation Office
[J Other State agency
[ Federal agency
[ Local government
O University
] Other
Name of repository:
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10. Geographical Data

Acreage of Property __+ 2000 acres

UTM References
(Place additional UTM references on a continuation sheet.)

1 lusl (71015111410 [41719/1]9 8.0 3118 (704300 k7[8,5(00,0]
Zone Easting Northing Zone Easting Northing

o11:8] |7zloi5191410 |41 7188720 4118 703560 [471851[3,7,0]

(] see continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description 5 18 704470 4791980

(Describe the boundaries of the property on a continuation sheet.)

Boundary Justification
(Explain why the boundaries were selected on a continuation sheet.)

11. Form Prepared By

namettitle Hugh H. Henry, Historic Preservation Consultant

organization o .+ ~- date July 1990/April -1993

street ‘& number _RD #2,7Bolx 226  Green Mountain Turnpikelephone _ (802) 875-3379

city or town __Chester state VT zip code __05143-9418

Additional Documentation
Submit the following items with the completed form:

Continuation Sheets
Maps

A USGS map (7.5 or 15 minute series) indicating the property’s location.

A Sketch map for historic districts and properties having large acreage or numerous resources.
Photographs

Representative black and white photographs of the property.

Additional items
(Check with the SHPO or FPO for any additional items)

Property Owner
(Complete this item at the request of SHPO or FPO.)

name

street & number telephone

city or town state zip code

Paperwork Reduction Act Statement: This information is being collected for applications to the National Register of Historic Places to nominate
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a benefit in accordance with the National Historic Preservation Act, as amended (16 U.S.C. 470 et seq.).

Estimated Burden Statement: Public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 18.1 hours per response including time for reviewing
instructions, gathering and maintaining data, and completing and reviewing the form. Direct comments regarding this burden estimate or any aspect
of this form to the Chief, Administrative Services Division, National Park Service, P.O. Box 37127, Washington, DC 20013-7127; and the Office of
Management and Budget, Paperwork Reductions Projects (1024-0018), Washington, DC 20503.
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Occupying rural portions of the southeastern Vermont townships of
Rockingham and Springfield, the Parker Hill Rural Historic
District encompasses a 2000-acre tract of undulating upland
terrain flanked by low hills on the east and west sides and by
stream valleys on the north and south sides. The historically
agricultural landscape incorporates fields and pastures
surrounding several clusters of farmstead buildings and
interspersed with areas of mixed forest. Among the 50 primary
resources, 25 contribute to the district's historic character
while 25 are considered noncontributing; the latter are post-1940
houses built on small lots subdivided from the farms. The
farmstead buildings include predominantly turn-of-the-nineteenth-
century, vernacular Federal style houses (both brick and wood-
framed) of Georgian plan plus nineteenth-century, wood-framed
outbuildings of various types. Individual examples exist of the
Georgian, Greek Revival and Italianate styles. Several abandoned
turn-of-the-nineteenth-century farmstead sites are marked by
stone foundations, and stone (fence) walls extend throughout the
historic district bounding present or former fields and pastures.

The historic district retains overall integrity of location but
its integrity of setting, design, materials, workmanship,
feeling, and association varies in degree among the farmsteads.
The extant historic buildings hold relatively high degrees of
individual integrity while the surrounding agricultural landscape
has undergone more substantial change, largely by reversion to
forest. Agricultural activities have declined steadily since
about 1930. Commercial farming has been succeeded by part-time
farming and many outbuildings have been removed. Furthermore,
several of the farms have been adapted to seasonal residences for
out—-of-state owners both prior to 1940 and later. Those adapted
to seasonal residential or non-agricultural usage during the
historic period generally retain a higher degree of integrity
relating to that usage than the farmsteads where agriculture has
been abandoned during the post-1940 period. Generally, however,
the historic district continues to convey a strong sense of its
agricultural heritage.

The Parker Hill Rural Historic District encompasses adjoining
portions of the contiguous townships of Rockingham and
Springfield. The boundary between these townships also
demarcates Windham and Windsor Counties. Rockingham occupies the
northeast corner of the former county and Springfield the
southeast corner of the latter. Both are bounded along the east
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side by the Connecticut River, whose west shore also constitutes
the boundary between the states of Vermont and New Hampshire.

Panoramic views stretch in several directions from places within
the historic district. The broad open knolls of the Haselton-
Carey (#8) and Thayer-Allbee (#9) farms overlook the Connecticut
River valley and hills of southwestern New Hampshire. The view
from the Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21) looks more southeasterly
toward Bellows Falls village in the same valley. The fields
around the Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13) provide an
exceptional view northeastward over the Connecticut River valley
(although the house itself faces the road in the opposite
direction). At the north edge of the historic district, the
Damon—-Baker (#1) and Gould-Hadwen (#50) farms overlook the Black
River valley and Mt. Ascutney to the north, and, more distantly
to the northeast, the mountains of central New Hampshire.

The historic district extends about 4.5 miles in north-south
length and about 1.25 miles in maximum east-west width. The town
and county boundary follows an east-west course across the
historic district about three miles north of its south limit.

The boundary crosses the Parker Hill Road south of the modern
Andrews House (#41) and crosses the Lower Parker Hill Road south
of the modern Kossakoski House (#10).

The southern edge of the historic district follows the Green
Mountain Railroad track along the northwest-southeast—-trending
valley of the Williams River, a major tributary of the
Connecticut River. This narrow stretch of the wvalley has
relatively steep sides rising directly from the river and very
limited bottomland. The first farmstead - the Allbee-Abbott Farm
(#28) - north of the river in the historic district occupies a
small terrace on the hillside about one hundred feet above the
valley bottom. From there, the historic district ascends
northward to undulating terrain that lies generally between six
and seven hundred feet higher than the three-hundred-foot
elevation of the Williams River.

Apart from the Williams River wvalley, the topography of the
Parker Hill area generally follows a linear pattern of north-
south orientation. A chain of low rounded hills flanks the west
side of the historic district. Along the southwest portion, the
namesake Parker Hill actually forms a ridge with the highest
point reaching about 1220 feet in elevation west of the Glynn-
Brown Farm (#38). A ravine with a southwest-flowing brook
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draining the small crescent Closson Pond separates the northern
end of the Parker Hill ridge from Cobble Hill, a 1280-foot
eminence west of the former center of Parker Hill settlement.
The northernmost summit in the chain, Pudding Hill, rises to
about 1260 feet west of the Gould-Hadwen Farm (#50), the
northernmost farm in the historic district. North of that farm,
the terrain descends abruptly into an east-west-trending portion
of the Seavers Brook valley at Hardscrabble Corner (outside the
historic district). Lower knolls and ridges flank the east side
of the historic district.

South of the Springfield-Rockingham boundary, a mostly forested,
rocky ridge about 1200 feet in elevation traverses the historic
district in a northwest-southeast course. A broad, relatively
flat terrace mostly occupied by open fields and pasture extends
northward from the ridge to the ravine drained by Commissary
Brook. South of the ridge, the terrain becomes more undulating
and the open fields lie on gentle or moderate slopes. O'Brien
Brook rises near the Josiah White Farm Site (#37) and flows
eastward through the field west of the White—-Hadwen House (#19)
where beavers have dammed the brook to create a large pond. The
brook then turns southeastward along a more declivitous passage.

The hills and ridges both flanking and within the historic
district are generally covered with second-growth forest of mixed
deciduous and coniferous species. Most of this landscape was
cleared of the original forest during the late eighteenth and
early nineteenth centuries, and adapted to pastures for grazing
livestock (especially sheep) and fields for tillage or mowing.
The decline of Parker Hill agriculture during the twentieth
century has been accompanied by the gradual reversion of many
fields and pastures to mixed forest.

The principal roads through the Parker Hill area follow the
north-south orientation of the landscape. The paved Parker Hill
Road extends the entire length of the historic district from
Rockingham village to Hardscrabble Corner in Springfield. About
one-half mile north of the railroad overpass (#29), the mostly
gravel-surfaced O'Brien Road diverges northeastward and continues
northward to Jjoin the Lower Parker Hill Road. Gravel-surfaced in
Rockingham and paved in Springfield, the latter road extends
northward and then northwestward to intersect the Parker Hill
Road south of Commissary Brook.
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Lesser roads traverse the historic district in east-west
directions. The gravel Cross (or Lawrence) Road connects Parker
Hill Road and the intersecting O'Brien and Lower Parker Hill
Roads. The paved 0Osgood Road extends westward from the Parker
Hill Road opposite the Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21) building
cluster; now truncated on the hillside outside the historic
district, this road continued westward to the Brockways Mills
valley during the nineteenth century. An unnamed road extends
westward from the Parker Hill Road opposite the Lewis and Martha
Cutler House (#13), now serving as a gravel driveway to the
modern Prescott House (#44). Abandoned (except for private use)
beyond the house, the dirt road divides into two branches that
continue over the hill to the Brockways Mills valley; one branch
passes the George Cutler Farm Site (#46) south of Cobble Hill and
the other goes north of the hill.

An extensive network of stone (fence) walls reticulates the
entire historic district. These walls were constructed generally
during the late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries while
the land was being cleared for fields and pastures. The walls
are built mostly of available fieldstone removed from the
immediate vicinity and laid without mortar. They range upward to
four or five feet in maximum height. However, subsidence,
partial collapse, and the accumulation of debris against their
flanks have generally reduced their exposed height.

Stone walls define the edges of the rights-of-way along most of
the road mileage in the historic district. Also stone walls mark
many property boundaries established in the late eighteenth and
nineteenth centuries. The walls were intended especially to keep
livestock within the pastures and outside the fields of crops.
Many of the walls now pass through second-growth forest that has
regenerated on abandoned fields and pastures.

There exists a total of 50 primary buildings, structures, and
sites in the Parker Hill Rural Historic District. Additionally
there are some 62 secondary counterparts, most of those being
outbuildings related to the primary building on the property.
Among the primary resources, 25 contribute to the historic
character of the district while 25 are considered noncontributing
owing to their age of less than fifty years. Five primary
resources consist solely of foundations marking the sites of
historic buildings that have been removed.
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A slight majority of the builldings within the Parker Hill Rural
Historic District relates to historic farmsteads. These are
generally arranged in discrete clusters situated some distance
apart along the roadsides or at the end of driveways leading from
the public roads. Most of the building clusters are surrounded
by open fields or pastures. Given the minimal agricultural
activity at present, only the best fields are being mowed and few
pastures are being grazed; the remainder are becoming overgrown
with brush and trees. That reversion to second-growth forest
occurred earlier this century on most of the former hillside
pastures flanking the fields. The resulting pattern of the
landscape within the historic district incorporates disconnected
and shrinking areas of open fields separated by expanding areas
of mixed forest.

Furthermore, some of the reforested areas are being subdivided
into small lots for the construction of modern houses. This
practice began in the 1950s and accelerated in the 1960s, causing
marked change in the appearance of Parker Hill's built
environment. During the 1980s, subdivision spread into some open
fields (especially along O'Brien Road) where new houses now stand
fully exposed to view. The former farms in the Rockingham
portion of the Parker Hill area have been subdivided to a greater
extent than those in the Springfield portion, and many lots exist
where houses have not yet been built.

The clusters of historic farmstead buildings are usually focused
on the main house although the placement of the various types of
buildings does not conform to a standard plan. Generally the
house stands closest to the road and the outbuildings are
situated to the rear or along the sides. Several of the earliest
houses are not oriented with their main facades toward the roads
that run north-south in direction. Instead, having been built
prior to the advent of efficient heating devices, the houses face
southward to capture the maximum amount of sunshine during the
often harshly cold winter of the Parker Hill climate.

The extant outbuildings on the farmsteads are not usually
connected to the houses or to one another. A notable exception
exists in the case of the Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13),
which was built ¢. 1875 when the practice of connecting farm
buildings was at its height. The main block of that house has an
attached wing and, in turn, an attached shed; an immense bank
barn was originally connected to the shed, following the
orientation of the other blocks.
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The buildings within the historic district represent only a
limited variety of architectural styles. The Federal style
appears most frequently although in relatively plain expressions
on houses created by builders who in some cases were also the
original owners. One house - at the Fletcher-Tanner Farm (#7) -
shows the influence of the Georgian style, especially on its main
entrance ensemble. Only one example of the Greek Revival exists
also, the house at the Allbee—-Abbott Farm (#28). The single
example of Italianate style, the Lewis and Martha Cutler House
(#13), also constitutes the most fully developed expression of any
style in the historic district. Two other styles - the Queen
Anne and the Colonial Revival - are represented by porch
components.

At least four of the turn-of-the-nineteenth-century houses in the
historic district are distinguished by original interior plans
that included a second-floor ballroom. In the cases of the
Fletcher-Cutler (#4) and Gould-Hadwen (#50) houses, the ballroom
extended along the eaves—-front half of the second floor. The
Fletcher-Tanner (#7) and Walker-Cutler (#43) houses differed by
having the ballroom in a side-gable half of the second floor.
The ballrooms in the Fletcher—-Cutler and Walker-Cutler houses
complemented their early usage partly as taverns. These
ballrooms were the focus of Parker Hill community social
activities during the first half of the nineteenth century. All
four ballrooms have subsequently been subdivided into bedrooms.

A considerable variety of types of historic buildings exists

in the historic district. Single-family houses predominate and
include two examples of Cape Cod type (#sl1l and 2) and a single
Classic Cottage (#27). The houses generally are complemented by
one or more outbuildings of agricultural origin. The latter
include barns usually of English type (e.g, #474), connected
silos in the cases of two farms (#sl and 28), sheds (e.g., #50C),
chickenhouses (e.g., #8A), milkhouses (e.g., #7C), sugarhouses
(notably, #21B), and a smokehouse (#28F). Historic engineering
structures are limited to a short railroad overpass (#29) and two
small stone culverts (e.g., #22). Also present within the
historic district are a cemetery (#42A) and several stone
foundations (e.g., #46) from houses, barns, and other buildings
that have been removed.

The agricultural outbuildings present in the historic district
were generally constructed during the nineteenth century. (The
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distinctive group of twentieth-century buildings at the Allbee-
Abbott Farm, #28, constitutes a major exception.) The specific
vears or even decades of construction are not known for most of
these outbuildings. The physical evidence of the buildings
themselves often involves materials and structural types whose
uses spanned long periods of time and were commonly recycled in
an agricultural economy noted for the scarcity of money and the
parsimony of its inhabitants. The dates cited for most of these
outbuildings, therefore, are somewhat speculative and open to
further research.

Among the materials used in historic Parker Hill buildings, wood,
brick, and stone appear most commonly. A majority of the
buildings possesses wood frames (post-and-beam or balloon) and
sheathing (clapboards, flush boards hung either vertically or
horizontally, or wood shingles). Brick buildings constitute the
second largest group, although a small minority. Stone
(especially granite) occurs most frequently in the foundations
supporting both wood and brick buildings; slate shingles are
applied to some roofs. Sheet metal appears most commonly as roof
sheathing, especially on outbuildings. Modern materials such as
aluminum or vinyl siding have been applied in recent decades over
the historic sheathing on several buildings.

Stone for the foundations of Parker Hill buildings came mostly
from outcrops of granite that exist in several places next to the
fields along the east side of the Parker Hill Road in
Springfield. The principal source was a relatively extensive
surface guarry located southeast of Hardscrabble Corner (outside
the historic district) where large blocks were drilled and cut
for building construction in addition to the slabs and small

blocks for foundations. Other minor sources exist in a forested
area east of the fields around the Lewis and Martha Cutler House
(#13). These are simply small outcrops where some slabs have

been pried or wedged loose from the stratified bedrock.

The buildings in the historic district are generally being
maintained in good to excellent condition. A few cases of
deteriorating condition exist among agricultural outbuildings
that are not being actively used. Several farmhouses have been
extensively rehabilitated during recent decades, especially after
being adapted to seasonal residences. Generally, however, their
historic exterior character has been preserved with only minor
alterations. In some cases, historic wings have been removed (or
destroyed by fire) and replaced by modern counterparts.
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1. Damon-—-Baker Farm (Parker Hill Road)

This inactive farm defines the northeast corner of the historic
district along the east side of the Parker Hill Road. The
farmstead cluster of several extant buildings is situated at the -
end of a 500-foot paved driveway on a raised embankment that
extends perpendicularly eastward from the Parker Hill Road. The
driveway intersects the road opposite the house of the Gould-
Hadwen Farm (#50).

The Damon-Baker Farm retains the greatest variety of agricultural
outbuildings present on any individual farm in the Springfield
portion of the historic district. The house stands at the west
edge of the cluster, facing the Parker Hill Road. Nearly
abutting the house's rear (east) ell, a late nineteenth-century
horse barn (A) encloses the north side of the farmyard. The dairy
barn (B), renovated and enlarged c¢. 1940, extends eastward across
a driveway from the horse barn. Twin silos and an attached
granary flank the north side of the dairy barn while three
smaller outbuildings - a milkhouse (C), a chicken house (D), and
a shed (E) - surround the barn's milking parlor addition.

Samuel Damon together with his wife and twelve children migrated
from Scituate, Massachusetts to settle on Parker Hill in 1793.
Their first house was built of logs, and that was replaced
probably about 1800 by the extant frame house of Cape Cod type.
Despite the size of the Damon family, the second floor of this
house was never finished. A fireplace was built into the center
chimney at that level, indicating that the Damons planned to
finish the second floor at a later time. Samuel, however, died
in 1807, and the farm was sold out of the family in 1828. The
Weston family owned the farm during the latter half of the
century. Ralph C. and Helen M. Baker acquired this farm in 1939,
a year after their purchase of the adjacent Gould-Hadwen Farm;
the Bakers have owned both farms to the present (1990), becoming
their longest-term individual owners.

Extensive improvements have been made to this farmstead's
buildings during the Baker ownership. To accommodate an increase
in the size of the dairy herd to about thirty cows, the milking
parlor was added c¢. 1940 to the south side of the barn and the
twin silos were erected in 1952 next to the north side. The
milkhouse was built near the west front of the milking parlor.
The Bakers employed a resident manager to operate the farm until
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its unprofitability caused the abandonment of dairying in 1958.
Aside from the smaller Walker-Cutler Farm (#43) then owned by
David Russell, this was the last active commercial dairy farm in
the Springfield portion of the historic district. The house was
thoroughly rehabilitated in 1963.

The terrain around the cluster of buildings slopes dgently
downward toward the east. Open hayfields extend along both sides
of the driveway between the Parker Hill Road and the base of a
mostly forested low ridge that extends in a north-south direction
a short distance east of the buildings. Northeast of the
buildings, a pond was excavated in 1965 along a southward-flowing
drainage that follows the base of the ridge and becomes
Commissary Brook.

House; c¢. 1800

Oriented perpendicular to the north side of the driveway, the
one—and-one-half-story, five-by-three-bay vernacular house rests
on a low concrete-faced foundation. Its hand-hewn, post—and-beam
frame is sheathed on the exterior with clapboards except for wood
shingles on the south gable facade. The horizontal eaves of the
high asphalt-shingled gable roof project slightly while the
raking eaves are closely cropped. Rebuilt above the roof line, a
large square brick center chimney with a stone cap emerges from
the west slope at the ridge. A large gabled dormer was added to
south half of the west slope during the latter nineteenth
century, and removed prior to the Baker ownership.

The five-bay main (west) eaves facade is arranged symmetrically
with a central entrance flanked by pairs of window openings. The
door possesses four vertical lights over two panels. (The
entrance was formerly sheltered by a single-bay, gabled porch
added during the nineteenth century and removed earlier this
century.) The windows are fitted with twelve-over-twelve sash
{plus modern metal storm sash), plain surrounds, and louvered
wood shutters. Probably corresponding to the original sash,
these sash were installed in 1963 to replace latter nineteenth-
century two-over-—-two sash. The lintels of the openings abut the
horizontal eaves.

Facing the driveway, the three-bay south gable facade includes a
right—-center entrance with a door having two vertical lights over
two panels apoproached by granite-slab steps. The opposite
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(north) facade is spanned by a three-bay, shed-roofed porch with
boxed posts, a diagonal stick balustrade, and a rectangular
lattice skirt that was added during the twentieth century.

Deeply recessed from the south gable facade, the house's
clapboarded rear (east) ell rises only one story in height to its
asphalt-shingled gable roof. 1Its south eaves facade extends four
bayvs in length, including a central entry with a nine-light-over-
two-panel door. The window treatment varies by the bay; triplet
small six-over—-six sash have been installed on the left while a
twelve-over—-twelve sash occurs on the right of the entry and an
eight-over-one in the right bay. (The right side of the south
facade was originally entered by an open carriage bay.) An
interior brick stove chimney emerges from the north roof slope at
the ridge.

A. Horse Barn; c. 1890

The horse barn nearly abuts the house's east ell and follows its
orientation. Resting on a foundation either faced or rebuilt in
concrete, the two-story, two-by-three-bay, eaves-front barn is
sheathed with wood shingles (plus corner boards) except for
boards—and-battens on the east gable. The gable roof is covered
with corrugated sheet metal.

The main (south) eaves facade has been somewhat altered on the
first story by the installation of two broad paneled overhead
garage doors in the place of double sliding doors. However, a
vertical-boarded loft door remains in place above the left garage
door. The east gable facade is marked by a shallow one-story.,
two-bay, shed-roofed projection that may have been a privy; it is
lighted by two small one-pane fixed windows. A six-pane fixed
sash with a plain surround occupies the left bay of the first
story, and another the gable peak. An exterior concrete-block
chimney on the right of this facade marks the joint with a one-
story, one—-bay-deep, clapboarded, shed-roofed wing that spans the
barn's north facade on the lower ground level. A large exterior
vertical-boarded sliding door enters the wing's north facade.

B. Dairy Barn; c. 1850, enlarged c. 1940

The original one—and-one-half-story, gable-roofed block of this
enlarged barn follows the orientation of the horse barn (A)
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across the paved driveway. That block has been substantially
alter=d from an eaves—-front example of English type by the c.
1940 addition of a full-length, shed-roofed milking parlor along
the former main (south) facade and a smaller north ell connecting
to twin cylindrical silos added in 1952.

The main block is sheathed with clapboards and its gable roof is
covered with corrugated sheet metal. Its three-bay west gable
facade includes the main entry - a vertical-boarded exterior
sliding door - at the right corner next to the south wing. The
center and left bays are occupied by large horizontal four-light
fixed windows with plain surrounds. A triangular-headed,
clapboarded, bottom-hinged hay door enters the gable peak,
sheltered by a triangular projection of the roof that supports
the steel track of a hay fork.

The south saves facade was originally the principal one with ths
central wagon entrance of double-leaf, vertical-boarded, hinged
doors surmounted by a transom opening. It was concealed by the
addition of the one-story, three-by-nine-bay south wing
containing the milking parlor The wing rests on a concrete
foundation and is sheathed with shiplap; its shed roof is covered
with corrugated sheet metal. Its three-bay west facade includes
a vertical-boarded, hinged pass door on the left and a pair of
vertical six-light fixed windows with plain surrounds at the
right corner. On the nine-bay south facade, the cattle entrance
- a vertical-boarded exterior sliding door - occupies the left
corner and eight bays of sash like those on the west facade are
spaced regularly along the remainder.

Flush with the main block's west facade, a one-story, shiplapped
granzry ell projects from the north facade beneath a shed roof
covered with standing-seam sheet metal. The ell's two-bay west
facade is entered on the right by a vertical-boarded exterior
sliding door; a small fixed window lights the left side.

The north ell connects to the twin cylindrical silos that are
aligned diagonally to the barn's north facade. Standing on
concrete bases, the silos are constructed of vertical wood staves
bound by horizontal metal hoops. Each carries a board-and-
battenzad, two-tier, conical cap with a small metal ventilator at
the peak. The two silos are joined vertically by a vertical-
boarded connection that shelters the equipment for filling them.
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C. Milkhouse; c. 1940

Oriented perpendicular to the barn, this small one-story, one-by-
onz~bay building rests on a high concrete foundation (now partly
fractured by frost heaving) and is sheathed with shiplap stopped
by cornerboards. Rafter tails are exposed along the eaves of the
gablzs rcof that is covered with corrugated sheet metal. The main
(north) gable facade is entered on the left side by a four-light-
over—three—-panel door. A vertical rectangular wood louver
ventilates both the north and south gables. The east and west
eaves facades are lighted by six~over-six sash with plain
surrounds.

D. Chicken House; c¢. 1920

Sited near the southwest corner of the milking parlor addition to
the barn, a one-story, two-by-three-bay, clapboarded chicken
house rests on a subsiding fieldstone foundation. A boxed
cornice and fascia board follow the eaves of the asphalt-papered
shed roof, whose slope rises toward the scuth. The two-bay west
facade includes a left-corner entrance with a vertical-boarded,
hinged pass door and, on the right, a window opening with a two-
over—two sash and a plain surround. The south facade is lighted
by three regularly spaced bays containing the same type of sash.

E. Shed; <¢. 1900

Closely adjacent to the rear (east) end of the milking parlor
addition to the barn, this one-story, two-by-two-bay shed is
sheathed with vertical f£lush boards. The gable roof is covered
on the west slope with wood shingles and on the east slope with
asphalt shingles. The main {south) gable facade 1is entered on
the right side by a vertical-boarded, interior-hinged pass door
while a two-pane fixed sash lights the left side. The east eaves
facade is lighted by six-pane fixed sash.
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2. Cutler-Gulick House (Parker Hill Road); c. 1800, 1948

The singular brick house of Cape Cod type in the historic
district stands on the east side of the Parker Hill Road south of
the Damon-Baker Farm (#1). The house was built probably about '
1800 but the original owner is not known. The master brick
mason, Thomas Dana, then lived a short distance to the south, and
he may have been the builder. The bricks were made probably by
Levi Harlow, Sr., who lived on the next farm (#48) across the
road to the south; Harlow and his sons were the principal brick-
makers in this part of Springfield for several decades after
1790. The house i1s associated with Charles Cutler, who lived and
farmed here from the latter nineteenth century until 1910.

The current owners, Charles and Gertrude Gulick, acguired the
property in 1939. The wood-framed ell and wing attached to the
rear of the brick house were constructed for them in 1948,
replacing the historic ell and connected barn that were destroyved
bv a fire ignited by a bolt of lightning. That remains a
perennial hazard on the higher and more exposed areas of the
Parker Hill district. MNumerous buildings have been damaged or
destroyved by lightning strikes and resulting fires.

A tall coniferous hedge screens the house from the road.  The
former fields and pastures surrounding the house are now
reverting to brush and trees with the exception of an open
hayfield that extends to the southeast.

Oriented parallel to the road, the one-and-one-half-story, five-
by—-three-bay, eaves—-front house rests on a foundation of
elongated granite slabs. The brick walls are laid in seven-
course American bond. A projecting cornice with gable returns
follows both the horizontal and raking eaves. The gable roof of
the main block is covered with asbestos shingles that were

applied after the 1948 fire. A rebuilt interior brick chimney
with a stone cap rises from each end of the west slope next to
the ridge.

The five-bay main (west) esaves facade is arranged symmetrically
around a central entrance with a replacement door avproached by
granite steps and crowned by a five-light transom. The window
openings are fitted with the six-over-six sash common to the main
block. The three-bay south gable facade includes a right-center
entry also with a replacement door and granite steps.
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The ones-and-one-half-story, wood-framed and clapboarded rear
{2ast) 211 extends three bays in length along its south eaves
facade. An original central entry sheltered by a two-bay shed-
roofed porch with boxed posts has been augmented on the right by
a sliding glass door that opens onto a contemporary deck. Full-
length shed dormers with coupled six-over-six sash emerge from
both the south and north slopes of the asbestos-shingled gable
roof. A tall interior brick chimney rises from the south slope
and a shorter brick chimney from the ridge.

Connected to the rear of the ell, a gable-roofed garage wing of
similar scale differs by its board-and-batten sheathing. Its
south eaves facade is entered by two paneled overhead doors hung
within openings having canted upper corners. A small one-story,
shed~roofed wing is attached to the rear (east) gable end of the
garage wing.

A. Garage/Shed; c. 1960

Sited southeast of, and oriented perpendicular to, the house's
garage wing, a smaller one-story, three-by-one-bay garage/shed
was built in two stages during the 1950s-60s. The building is
sheathed with vertical flush boards below its asphalt-shingled
shed roof. The three-bay west front is entered in the center and
right bays by double-leaf, vertical-boarded, hinged vehicle
doors. A single vertical-boarded pass door enters the left bay.
The south sidse of the building is lighted by a six-over—-six sash.
Neoncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.

3. Harv Eldredge House (Parker Hill Road); 1987

Two stories; clapboarded; asymmetrical gable roof with standing-
seam metal; three-bay south eaves facade has shallow projecting
shad wall dormer on right. Recessed one-story west garage wing
with asymmetrical gable roof has open vehicle bay on south front.
Moncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty yvears.
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4., Fletcher-Cutler Farm (Parker Hill Road)

This former farm lies along both the east and west sides of the
Parker Hill Road north of Commissary Brook. The two extant
buildings, the imposing house and a small shed/chicken coop (2a),
stand next to the east side of the road on a partly wooded ridge
of bedrock. Next to the east side of the buildings, the ridge
slopes steeply downward to the level of more undulating terrain.

The cube~form vernacular house of Georgian plan faces southward,
and a summer kitchen and shed wing extends northward from the
rear of the main block. The detached shed/chicken coop stands
south of the house. The principal agricultural buildings were
formerly situated on the lower level to the northeast of the
house. A horse barn stood next to a driveway that curves
downhill from the house. A short distance northward, scattered
large stones mark the foundation of an immense barn that was
banked against the slope; a fieldstone wall near the top of the
slope may represent a high drive that entered the barn's west
facade at loft level.

The house was erected in 1790 by Ebenezer Fletcher, a carpenter
and farmer then only twenty years of age. At the same time,
Ebenezer's father and eighteen-year—-old brother, Peter and David,
were building an imposing Georgian house (#7) about three-
quarters of a mile to the south. Not long after completing the
house, Ebenezer (with the help of some neighbors, one of whom was
killed during the raising) erected the largest barn on Parker
Hill. Ebenezer lived here only until 1807, when he moved to
Charlestown, New Hampshire.

Silas Cutler, member of another prominent Parker Hill family,
owned this farm for a much longer period. Silas purchased the
farm in 1854 and lived here for a half-century. A decade or so
after Silas' death, his nephew, Carleton Cutler, acquired the
proparty but subsequently resided here only a few years. It was
during Carleton's absentee ownership (probably about 1920) that a
powerful bolt of lightning struck and demolished the great barn.

Since 1939, the property has belonged to Stuart and Marion
Eldredge. The artist laureate of Parker Hill, Stuart Eldredge
has painted many evocative scenes of buildings and landscapes
within the historic district. The Eldredges have made a ‘
significant addition to the house by installing at the main
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(south) entrance a high-style Federal frontispiece salvaged from
the demolished Hetty Green House in Bellows Falls village of
Rockingham township.

The farm has been inactive for at least a half century, and the
former fields and pastures to the east of the buildings have
partly overgrown with woods. An open hayfield ascends gradually
northward from a lane bounded by stone walls that leads eastward
from the barn site. Along the west side of the road, a mostly
open pasture slopes upward toward woods along its west edge.

House;: 1790

The two-story, five-by-five-bay house rests on a brick foundation
laid in Flemish bond that has been nearly concealed by the recent
deposit of peastone around the exterior. Unlike the painted
walls of the contemporary houses on Parker Hill, the clapboard
sheathing of this house is stained dark brown in color. A
projecting cornice encircles the eaves of the asphalt-shingled
hip roof, which culminates in a small open deck. A massive
square interior brick chimney with a stone cap rises from the
west slope. The original matching chimney on the east slope was
replaced during the latter nineteenth century by a brick stove
chimney. :

The main (south) facade is arranged symmetrically around a
central entrance with the ensemble from the Hetty Green House.
The slightly recessed six-panel Christian door is flanked by
four—-pane sidelights of two-thirds length. The sidelights are
enframed in turn by pilasters of unequal width. The slender
pilasters next to the door are decorated with hand-cut twin
vertical rope moldings while slightly wider paneled pilasters
separate the sidelights from the adjoining clapboarded wall
surface. Crowning the door and sidelights, a semielliptical
fanlight with radiating muntins is enhanced by a reeded surround
with a2 perimeter molding.

The rear (anorth) facade possesses a secondary entrance in the
corresponding position opposite the main entrance. Its four-
panel door was displaced from the latter entrance when the Green
ensemble was installed there. (Originally this opening contained
a door but that was replaced by a window during the nineteenth
century; the entrance was restored by the installation of the
present door.) Full-length, seven-pane sidelights flank this
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door below a six-pane transom. The enframing smooth pilasters
bear evidence of having previously been paneled; they support a
plain frieze and a simple cornice molding.

The window openings are paired in the side bays on all facades.
The openings are fitted with twelve-over-twelve sash (plus modern
metal storm sash) and plain surrounds. On the east facade, the
two bays on left side of the first story have been replaced
during the Eldredge ownership by a hip-roofed rectangular bay
window with clapboarded spandrels; the window is illuminated by
triplet twelve-over-twelve sash on its central aspect and a
single vertical twelve-light sash on each side.

Attached to the left half of the north facade, a one-and-one-
hzlf-story wing sheathed like the main block carries an
asymmetrical gable roof with a short west slope. An interior
brick chimney rises from the east slope, venting a brick bake
oven. The four-bay west eaves facade includes three entries
(including two pass doors) and a right—-corner twelve-over-twelve
sash; two twelve-pane fixed sash light the kneewall. The central
bay is entered by double-leaf, vertical-boarded shed doors
hanging on iron strap hinges. The opposite (east) facade is
marked on the left by a smaller version of the hip-roofed
rectangular bay window on the main block; this window has double
twelve-over—-twelves between single vertical six-light sash.

Connected perpendicularly to the wing's north end, a banked one-
and-one-half-story, gabled shed gains an exposed basement story
on its east and south facades. This ell is sheathed with
vertical flush boards. 1Its three-bay west gable facade is
entered by central double~leaf, vertical-boarded, hinged doors.
Single twelve-light fixed sash occupy the side bays, and coupled
horizontal twelve-light sash punctuate the gable. Projecting
zastward from the abutting wing, the ell's south eaves facade is
illuminated by an overscaled horizontal eight-light window.

A photograph taken in 1895 shows the house in a slightly
different appearance. The main entrance was sheltered by a one-
bay, hip-roofed porch with slotted posts and a balustrade. The
first-story window openings were fitted with two-over-two sash.
The original west chimney carried a corbeled cap, and the
original east chimney had been replaced with the stove chimney
that also carried a corbeled cap.
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A. Shed/chicken coop; c¢. 1900

This one-story, clapboarded building appears to have been
constructed in two stages. Each (north and south) half has a
shed roof covered with corrugated sheet metal that slopes
downward from the central joint where the halves connect. The
north slope rises to a higher level, creating a kneewall above
the south slope. The left of two bays on the kneewall retains a
twelve-light fixed sash while the right has been boarded over.

The wast front of the building is entered on the left of the
central Jjoint by an exterior vertical-boarded sliding door; an
abutting six-pane fixed sash lights the right half. Larger
window openings on the south side have been infilled with boards.

5. 1Magoon—-Prescott House (Lower Parker Hill Road): 1953

Two stories; three-by-two bays; synthetic siding; asphalt-
shingled gable roof; main (south) eaves facade has central entry
with fluted pilasters and denticulated cornice. One-story west
hyphen connects to one-story, one-bay, gabled garage ell. Built
for Paul Magoon by Hugh Talbot of Alstead, New Hampshire.
Noncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.

6. Paul Magoon House (Lower Parker Hill Road); c¢. 1970

One and one-half stories; four-by-two-bay main block plus one-by-
one-bay rear (west) ell; milled log construction with corner
projections:; asphalt-shingled gable roof; main (east) eaves
facade sheltered by four-bay, shed-roofed porch with log posts.
Built for Paul Magoon (current resident) by Warren Child.
Noncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.
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7. (Lower Parker Hill Rcad)
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The only farm on Lower Parker Hill Road in Springfield township
ies mostly along the eagt side of the road just north of the
tovm boundary with Rockingham. Now inactive, the farmstead
retains a cluster of three detached agricultural outbuildings in
addition to the house and connected horse barn. The house is
recessed from the road and faces southward across an expansive
field. The other buildings are sited to the rear (north) of the
house, generally closer to the road.

The imposing house shows the influence of the Georgian style and
plan, the latter being modified originally by the neaed to
accommodate apartments for two families. The house mzay have bsen
started by John Clarey, who owned the property for a year befors
Peter Fletcher, Sr. purchased the land "and appurtenances." 1In
any case, it was completed in 1790 by Peter Fletcher and a son,
David, who occupied thes west half (toward the road) and east
half, respectively. Reflecting this interior division of the
house, entrances exist on both the east and west facades in
addition to the formal central entrance on the main (south)
facadse. The house became a single-family residence in 1803 when
Peter Fletcher sold his half to David and moved to Alstead, Naw
Hampshire where other members of the family had ssttled.

Ownership of this farm by the Fletcher family spanned ninety-six
vears; David's son, Frink, lived here eighty-two vears of that
period. George and Emma (Hadwen) Tanner acquired the property in
1885 from Frink's widow and sons. George Tanner became a highly
successful farmer, using progressive methods and machinery in
raising a great diversity of crops, especially prize-winning
fruit, together with keeping a herd of dairy cows. He continued
to operate the farm until retiring to Springfield village in the
early 1920s.

Unmatched by any other farm on Parker Hill, three substantial
barns remain standing here. A horse barn connects to a shed =211
of the house. Northwest of the horse barn, two nineteenth-
century detached barns (A and B) stand perpendicular to each
other. Closer to the northwest corner of the horse barn, a
milkhouss (C) is sited next to an esastward-flowing little brook.
The milkhouse was built probably during the 1920s while Georgse
Tannar ownad the farm, although possibly after he retired and
rented the farm to Carleton Cutler.
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A photograph of the farmstead cluster taken in 1941 shows
especially the cluster of partly connected barns and sheds
enclosing the baranyvard, including two substantial sheds that
have been subsequently removed. Connected to the north gable
facade of the horse barn, a smaller—-scaled, one-and-one-half-
story, clapboarded and vertical-boarded, gable-roofed wing
extended five bays in length on its west eaves facade. The
vertical-boarded south half of that facade was entered by two
large hinged doors. The north half differed by being clapboarded
and having at least one twelve-over-twelve sash next to what
appzars to have been a screen door.

Beyond a narrow space (probably where the little brook now
flows), the 1941 photograph shows a more utilitarian, two-story,
horizontal-boarded, shed~-roofed shed that formed the east side of
the barnyard. The right half of its west front was entered by
exterior and interior vertical-boarded sliding doors while the
left half was mostly open on both stories.

The barnvard itself was then enclosed along the north side of the
little brook and between the north and west barns by a wood
fencza. The fence was built of nearly abutting upright boards
held in place by three tiers of continuous horizontal boards.

The photograph shows that goats were then being kept in the
barnyzard.

The buildings are now surrounded by a varied landscape. South of
the house, a large open hayfield extends along the east side of
the road to the town boundary. Parallel stone walls form a lane
that leads eastward from the house along the north =dge of this
field apparently to a former pasture. East of the buildings, the
mostly open terrain slopes gradually downhill past a constructed
pond and the remnant trees of George Tanner's fruit orchards.
North of the barns, a smaller hayfield ascends the moderate slope
to the edgs of mixed deciduous and coniferous forest. Along the
west side of the road, mixed forest has regenerated on the uphill
slope where pastures were clesared during the nineteenth century.

House; 1790

Oriented perpendicular to the road, the two-and-one-half-story,
five-by-five-bay house rests on a granite-slab foundation
punctuatzsd by horizontal three-light basement windows. The house
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possesses a post-and-beam frame with mortise—-and-tenon joints,
plank walls, and clapboard sheathing stopped by wide corner
boards. A projecting molded cornice with gable returns follows
both the horizontal and raking eaves on the south and west
facades visible from the road while the raking eaves of the east
facade are closely cropped with a cornice molding. The gable
roof is covered with asphalt shingles. Two massive square
interior brick chimneys with stone caps straddle the ridge,
roughly centered above each half of the house.

The main (south) eaves facade presents a symmetrical arrangement
around a central entrance now nearly hidden by a large white
cedar tree that was planted in 1906 to commemorate the marriage
of Viola Tanner and Fred Parkexr. Approached by granite steps,
the Georgian entrance ensemble incorporates a door with six
unmolded recessed panels surmounted by a five-light transom and
flanked by fluted pilasters that support a molded pediment. The
pairad window openings in the side bays are fitted with the
twelve—over—-twelve sash ({plus metal storm sash) and louvered wood
shutters now common to the house; these sash were installed
during the 1940s in place of nineteenth-century, two-over-two
sash. The windows are generally crowned by cornice caps except
on the second story of this facade where the window heads abut
the saves cornice.

The secondary west gable facade includes on the five-bay first
story a slightly off-center entrance. Approached by.a huge
granite-slab step, this entrance is distinguished by an
Ttalianate door with twin round-headed lights crowned by a
cornice cap. The second story is lighted only by a2 single window
bay centered above each pair on the first story. The opposite
three-bay (east) gable facade also includes an off-center
entrance, in this case having a door with six rais=d panels below
a five-light transom and cornice cap.

Added during the nineteenth century, a one-and-one-half-story,
clapboarded, gabled north ell connects the house and the adjacent
horse barn. The ell's two-bay west eaves facade is entered on
the right by a twelve-light-over-four-panel door. Small coupled
sixz-over—-six sash have been installed on the originally blind
left side. A tall interior brick chimney rises from the north
end of the roof's east slope.

Mow undergoing structural repairs, the one-and-one-half-story
horse barn is clapboarded on the main (west) eaves facade to
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match the house while the other facades are sheathed with boards-
and-battens. The gable roof is covered with standing-seam sheet
metal. The threse-bay west facade includes a left-bay carriage
entrance whose opening reaches to the eaves; the tall exterior
vertical-boarded sliding door is lighted by an insst six-pane
sash. In the right-center position, a vertical-boarded hinged
pass door also with an inset six-pane sash provides a pedestrian
entrance. At the right corner, another exterior vertical-boarded
sliding door matches the height of the pass door.

A photograph of the house taken in the early 1900s shows certain
alterations from its original appearance that subseguently have
been undone. The most obvious was the three-bay, shed-roofed
porch with bracketed posts that spanned the entire length of the

west gable facade (it was removed prior to 1941). The west
entrance appears to have been the primary one at that time rather
than thz formal south entrance. The window openings were then
fitted with two-over-two sash (instead of the original small-
light sash), and wood shutters were hung only at the windows on
the west facade's first story, i.e., those sheltered by the
porch.

A. DMorth Barn; c. 1850

The largest barn in the farmstead cluster forms the north side of
the barnyard, being oriented perpendicular to the road. This
elongated one-and-one-half-story barn consists effesctively of two
connzcted barns, each of the three-bay English type, .although the
entire structure appears to have been built at the same time; a
similar barn exists at the Harlow-Cutler Farm (#48). Resting on
a drv-laid fieldstone foundation, the barn's post-and-bean
framing has been partly repvlaced in kind during relatively recent
repairs. The walls are sheathed with boards—and-battens while
the gable roof is covered with corrugated metal.

The main (south) eaves facade originally included two wagon
entrances from the barnyard, one centered on the left (west) half
and the other on the right (east) half of this facade. The left
wagon entrance retains its double exterior vertical-boarded
sliding doors while the right entrance has been closed, the
former doors being removed from the track and fixed to the wall.
Four pedestrian or animal entrances remain in place, one on sach
side of each wageon entrance. One of three vertical-boarded,
hinged pass doors snters the cow stable at the left end of the
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e. A double-leaf set of these doors exists next to the left
of the right wagon entrance, installed probably when the

r was closed. The only window on this facade is a six-light
sash on the right side of the left wagon entrance.

an upward sloping £f£ield, the rear (north) facade possesses
entrances in the corresponding positions opposite thoss on

uth facade. This arrangement enabled wagons originally to
en driven through the barn without being turned or backead.
ht (west) wagon entrance on this facade retains double-

vertical-boarded, hinged doors while the left (east)

g now lacks doors.

This barn has served historically both for sheltering animals and
storing hay. The west-end ground-level bay contains ths cow
stable with multiple wood stanchions and white-washed walls. The
loft above the stable was used for hay, which was forked down to
the stable through openings in the loft floor.

B. Jlest Barn; c¢. 1850

Oriented parallel to the road along the west sides of the
barnyard, this one~and-one-half-story, post—and-beam-framed,
eaves—front barn of English type rests on an unmortared
fieldstone foundation. The barn is sheathed with boards-and-
battens except on the north gable facade where the battens are
missing from the flush vertical boards. Thes gable roof is
coverad with corrugated sheet metal.

The main (east) eaves facade possesses a left-centsr wagon
entrance with double-leaf, vertical-boarded, hinged doors. A
small rasctangular transom opening is centered above these doors.
At the left corner and near the right corner of this facade,
vaertical—-boarded pass doors provide pedestrian entrv into the
barn. A twelve-light fixed sash flanks the left side of the
right pass door. The south gable facade is illuminated at ground
level by three large home-made horizontal windows comprised of

multiple overlapping small lights arranged in three tiers
separated by horizontal muntins.
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C. Milkhouse; c. 1925

The smallest and most recent of the outbuildings, the milkhouse
is ed across the barnyvard driveway from the northwest cornszsr
of the horse barn. This site may have been chosen for proximity
to water needed for cooling the milk; the little brook flowing
past the north side of the building indicates the presence of
springs in the vicinity.

The one-story, one-by-one-bay building rests on a foundation of
poured concrete that presumably extends beneath the interior to
serve as the floor, a typical characteristic of milkhouse design.
The balloon-framed structure is sheathed with shiplap stopped by
corner boards. The gable roof has been recently covered with
asphalt shingles. The main (east) gable facade is entered on the
right by a vertical-beadboarded, hinged pass door within a plain
surround. Both the north and south eaves facades are lighted by
a single window opening with a plain surround placed toward the
rear (west) corner; the north window contains a six-pane fixed
sash while the south counterpart has a nine-pane sash of the sane
ovzrall dimensions.
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8. Haseltine-Carev Farm (Lower Parker Hill Road)

Formzrly ona of the most substantial agricultural enterprises on
Parker Hill, the Haseltine-Car=zy Farm extends along the east side
of the Lower Parker Hill Road north of Little Commissary Brook.
The farmstead cluster of four extant buildings plus several
foundations lies about one—-cquarter mile north of the Cross Road
to the Parker Hill Road.

The farm was settled probably in the late eighteenth century by
iam Haseltine. The brick house was probably constructad for
n the first decade of the nineteenth century, possibly by
na, the master mason who lived farther north on ths
i11 Road. This house appears similar to the contemporary
s2 on the Thite-Hadwen Farm (#19) at the west end of the
Road. William Haseltine owned this farm until 1830, when
onveved its 133 acres to Thomas Haselton for $1,600.

The farm became strongly associated with the Carey family during
the first hzlf of ths twentieth centurv. Clarence A. and Ernest
L. Carey of Lempster, New Hampshire acquired the farm in 1899 for
$4,000; six years later, Ernest sold his half-interesst to
Clarence. Clarence and his wife, Gertrude, continued to own the
farm until 1943, and made many improvements during that period.

ts area increzased to some 360 acres during the Carey ownership.
The farm was sold out of the Carey family about 19245

g brick farmhouse stands roughly perpendicular to

The Federal-styl

the road, facing south toward the view over the Connecticut River

valley Thres small outbuildings of agricultural origin remain
standing in the vicinity of the house. Clarence Carey built the
former chicken house (A) for his son, Bernard, who became a
skillad spzcialist in poultry during his high-school ysars. 2n

apparently sarliser chicken coop (B) also survives along with a
contemporary equipment shed (C). :

The rgest building on the farmstead, a massive late ninetesnth-
centurv bank barn, formerly stood east of the house, oriented

the samz way and approached by a raised drive to its west gable
facads Only the foundation (E) of that barn now emerges from
the sloping site. A milkhouse dating probably from the 1920s
(znd therefore built by or for Clarsnce Carey) abparently stood
gither closely adjacent or attached to the southwest corner of
th2 banlk barn; its foundation (D) lies atop the ramp to the
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barn's west facade. About fifty feet east of the bank barn
foundation, the foundation (F) of a smaller barn contrasts by
rizing above the sloping ground. The main barn, milkhouse, and
probably the smaller barn were destroved by fire about 1954.

An open hayfield expands southeastward and downhill away from the
barn sites over the crown of a knoll. The northszast cornar of

the field is occupied by an orchard of apple trees, whose fruit
was stored in the former chicken house (&) that Clarence Carev
adaptzd for the purpose after his son and poultry specialist,
Bernard, lzft the farm. North of thes buildings and foundations,
the slope becomes steeper and the ground surface rougher with
exposed bedrock. This area was undoubtedly used for animal
rasture, and is now becoming overdgrown with brush and trees.

Hous=; c¢. 1810

The two—and-one-half-story, five-by-two-bay, eaves-front
farmhouse exhibits modestly embellished Fedesral stylzs and a
Gesorgian plan. Resting on a mortared fieldstone foundation, the
brick walls are laid in seven-course American bond. A projecting
woocd cornice follows both the horizontal and raking esaves, with
returns on the east and west gables. The gable roof together
with those of the dependencies are sheathed with asphalt
shingles. A rebuilf interior rectangular brick chimneyv rises
from zach upper corner of the main roof's south slope while a
1nsser exterior brick stove chimney engages the rear (north)

Lol .

The five-bay main (south) eaves facade is arranged symmetrically
around the central entrance. Approached by a high flight of
granite steps, the entrance 1is now protected by a vertical-boarded
storm door and surmounted by a four-pane transom. Flanking the
door, fluted pilasters support frieze blocks below the molded
cornice enhanced by a stylized band of dentils. A splayed flat
arch crowns the doorway. Also relieved by splaved flat arches,
the window openings contain th2 twelve-over-twelve sash with
mclded surrounds common to the house. (Although sash of the same
division were undoubtedly original to the house, thz2 present sash
1ave raeplaced historic two-over—-two sash visible in turn-of-the-
century photographs.) Unigue to the esaves of this facade, a
narrow frieze is ornamented by chevroned blocks alternating with
stvlized triglvohs.
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he two-bay west gable facade is lighted by window openings (with
twelvae—over—-twelve sash) placed near the corners of the main
steories and another at the gable peak. The lass exposed east

blzs facade includes a nine-over-sixz sash at the gabls psak.

)
)

A two-story, wood-framed, gable-roofed wing of reduced scale
extends from the east gable facade. This wing has been either
rebuilt from an historic wing or added to the houss in recent
dzcades. Its south eaves facade is covered with vinyl siding
while its east gable facade is sheathed with grooved plywood. A
modern sliding glass door and flanking plate-glass windows
illuminate the south facade, and other large fixed lights
punctuate the esast facade. This wing does not contribute to the
historic character of the house.

E:ztending from thz opposite (wast) facade, a recessed one-story,
two-bavy, "ood—;;amed wing has been either rebuilt from a shed or
bw"7‘ specifically for a garage. This wing is sheathed with
below its asrhalt-shingled shed roof. The two

on its south front have blind panelad overhead doors
the semielliptical-headed openings. Like the =ast
this wing does not contribute to the historic

the house.

A, Chicken House; c. 1915

Built by Clarence Caresy, the former chicken house is situated

on the slops to the northeast of the house, paralleling its
oriszntation. This one-story, six-by-two-bay building rests on a
concrete foundation; its shallow gablz roof iz covered with

(l

corrugated composition material. The south eaves facade is
shiplapped and lighted by six bays of six-light fixed sash with
plain surrounds. The west gable facade contrasts by being
clapboarded and enterad by double-lesaf, exterior- and interior-
hinged, vertical-boarded doors.

B. Shed; ¢. 1900

Possibly = chichen coop that preceded the chicken house (A), this

small shed is sited on the slope above and behind (north of) ths

house. The one-story, two-by-two-bay building rests on a high
iz2ldstonz foundation. The walls are sheathad writh weatherad

wood shingles, and the shed roof is asphalt-shingled.
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ical-boarded, hinged pass door enters the left bay of the
acadzs. The windows common to the building consist of
sash with two vertical lights.

C. Shed; c. 1900

m

Another shed stands at the edge of the f£ield to the =ast of th
s Probably used historiczlly for farm machineryv or

, this one-story, one-by-ons-bay building appears to have

bezan lengthened at the front where a short roof sloves downward

from the height of the original shed roof. An abutting

fieldstons foundation indicates that the building mavy have

pravicusly extended southward or have had a south wing.

Like the shed behind the house, this building is shszathed with
weathered wood shingles while the roof is covered with corrugated
sheet matal. Approachad by a concrete apron, the mzin (west)
facade is sntered by modern double-leaf, hinged stable doors

made of plywood with appliasd cross-bracing. The rezr (east)
facads is lighted by a small one-light fixed window.

D. Milkhouse Foundation; c¢. 1925

Built atop the ramp that formerly served the main zsntrancs of the
banl: barn (E), the poured concrete founda *ion apparently of a
milkhouse abuts the top of the barn's west foundation wall. The
lowr perimeter walls of this foundation measure about 12 feet
along thes sast and west sides by 11 feet along the north and
south sides, and surround an integral concrete floor that slorss
to an interior drain. At the southsast corner of the £loox,
ascending concrate steps apparently served a doo rway into the
scuthwest corner of the barn.

E. Bank Bzrn Foundation

This extensive foundation consists of fieldstone walls that
constitute a rough ractanglzs with overall dimensions of about 40
fzet (north-south) by 125 feet (east-west). Along the west,
north, and east sides, the walls ars below the exterior grade and
enclcese the former basement story of the barn. Thes south side of
thz basement mostly lacks enclosure. BAbout 70 feset from the west
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wall, a circulzay silo foundation is attached to the interior
surface of the north wall.

The west wall is exposed for about 20 feet in length and reachss
a maximum height of seven feet from the lower ground level a2t its
south cornexr. (The perpendicular south wall of the raised drive
ranp tapers downward and westward from the same corner for a
length of zbout 28 feet.) Thisz wall is built of roughly formed
largs granite blocks and slabs laid without mortar. Ths north
half apparsntly has bezn buried by the Yegradlng that continues
along ths north weall of the barn foundation eastward to the =ilo.
The zilo £foundation incorporates thin slabs and rubble heavily
mortared into a wall about eighteen inches in thickness. The
cylindrical foundation has an inside diameter of twelve feet, and
rises a maxinmum of about six fzet above the ground surface on its
south side. The north szide of the silo foundation abuts the
north wall of the barn foundation.

The =zast wall of the barn foundation remains mostly exposed along
its 40-foot length, reaching a height of nine feet at its south
corner. This dry-laid wall is constructed of large granite
bouldsrs and rubble that have begun to buckle along the middle of
itz lzngth. From the south corner, a wall of mortared thin
slabs and rubble about four fezzt high projects westward zbout 15
fezt to form the only enclosurs on the south side of the barn
foundation. About 63 feet along the south sids from the opposite
(v72st) end, a squars concrats base for a post indicates ths wood
construction of thes basement's south wall.

F. Barn Foundation

The smallesr barn foundation forms three sides of a rectangle that
lacks wvisible enclosure along the north side where it masrgss into
the rising slope of the ground. he above-grads walls extsnd
about 20 fe2t zlong the east and west sides and azbout 48 fezet
along thz south side. The south wall rises about four fs2t in
height while the east and west walls diminish graduzlly toward
their north ends. The walls are built of random thin fieldstone
slabs and granite boulders that arz laid dry sxcevnt for a
mortared cap course. The earth-filled interior of the rectangle
is agraded £lush with thes tops of the walls.
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9. Thayer—-Allbee Farm (Lower Parker Hill Road)

This inactive farm occupies the rolling terrain along the west
side of the Lower Parker Hill Road north of the Cross Road. The
farmstead cluster of three extant buildings stands at the crest
of a north-south trending knoll beside a relatively sharp curve
in the road. The buildings include the substantial farmhouse, a
modest cottage (a), and a banked barn (B).

The farm was settled by William, Sr., and Susannah Thayer, who
moved here from Taunton, Massachusetts in 1788. William
constructed the present house in 1795, and lived here the rest of
his 1life. His son, William Thayer, Jr. (1790-1853), was absent
from the farm between 1806 and 1833 while he learnad the tanning
trade and then operated the tannery and lived in the Gear-Rollins
House (#47); he returned to this farm in the latter yvear and
remained until his death. A daughter of William Thayer, Jr.,
Sarah, married Lewis Allbee in 1842; the couple acguired this
farm from her father, and lived here the remainder of their
lives. Both the cottage and the barn were built probably during
the period of the Allbee ownership. The farm continued in
Thayver—-Allbee family ownership at least until about 1910.

The vernacular Federal style house faces eastward, oriented
diagonally to the curving road. The wvernacular cottage stands
adjacent to the southwest rear corner of the house, following its
orientation; historically, this cottage may have been inhabited
by hired farm workers when it stood on its original site a short
distance to the east. Slightly farther from the northwest rear
corner of the house, the middle nineteenth-century banked barn
stands at a lower level on the gradual downslope behind the
house. A driveway from the road leads directly to a wagon
entrance on the main floor of the barn's east eaves facade.

An expansive hayfield follows the crest of the knoll southward
from the buildings and descends the east side to the road. On
the west side of the knoll, a relatively large pond has been
created by damming the headwaters of Little Commissary Brook to
the southwest of the buildings. The west edge of the field
adjoins second-growth forest of mixed deciduous and coniferous
species.
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Heouse; 179E
The two-and-one-half-story, five-by-three-bay, esaves-front house
0of Georgian plan displays little ornaﬁentatlon. The clapbozrdad
house rests on a granite slab foundation; especially on the south
faczde, thzs stone shows a pinkish color. Narrow corner boards
ascend to the molded cornice that follows both the horizontal and
raking eaves with returns on the north and south gablss. Ths
gzble roof is sheathed with asphalt shingles. A large central
brick chimney with a stone cap has been built in recent decades
to replace a previous slender central chimney with & corbeled cap
that =z2ppears in ear lv twentieth—-century photogranhs; the latter
chimney presumably replaced an original massive center chimney
tvoical of this house tvpes and period.
Thz symmetrically arran ged five-bay main (east) facade possesses
a centrzl sntrance and pairs of window openings on esach side
Approached by low granite steps, the six-panel Christian door is
racessed slightly while the six-light transom is flush with the
wall surface. A molded surround enframes both the door and
transom; the surround flares obliquely outward next to the

transom. The window openings contrast by hav1ng plain surrounds
(plus louvared wood shutters) enframing the sixz-over-six sash.

sS1x

(=
:_'J

e-bay south gable facade includes a sccondary entrance
center position. The treatment of this doorway
matches that of the front entrance, the exception being
ths transom is recessed to a depth flush with the door.
gth porch added to this facade during the nineteenth
een removed. The opposite (north) facade lacks an
ing punctuated onlyv by two widely spaced bays of
wznqo’s on the main stories and ones in the gable.
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portion of the roof.

A. Cottage; c¢. 1900

This one-and-one-half-story, three-by-two-bay, clapboarded
cottage carries a gable roof now sheathed with standing-seam
sheet metal. A boxed cornice follows the eaves without gable
returns. An interior brick stove chimney surmounts the south end
of the ridge.

The three-bay main (east) eaves facade includes a right-bay
entrance with a four-panel door. The window openings are fitted
with six-over-six sash and crowned by cornice caps. A one-story,
hip-roofed wing has been added to the rear (west) facade. The
wing consists of a one-by-one-bay north half next to a two-bay
recessed porch with square posts and a stick balustrade.

The cottage has been moved a short distance northwestward from
its original site and turned perpendicular to its original
orientation. A c¢. 1920 photogiraph shows the cottage standing on
the south side of a driveway and facing the south facade of the
house. The three-by-two-bay, gable-roofed cottage then lacked
the hip-roofed addition.

The same photograph also shows a different building standing
where the cottage now stands. The previous building was a large
one-story, probably vertical-boarded carriage shed. Two broad
semielliptical—-arched openings entered the east facade,
approached by what was then the main driveway from the road.

B. Barn; c¢. 1860

Banked against the downward slope behind the house, this two-and-
one-half-story, eaves-front barn possesses a rectangular plan
only slightly longer on the eaves side than on the gable end.

The barn has been sheathed in recent years with boards-and-
battens although previous corner boards remain exposed. The
gable roof is covered with asphalt shingles.

The main (east) eaves facade retains only a single opening, the
central wagon entrance to the main floor above the banked
basement. Directly above the entrance's double-leaf, vertical-
boarded, hinged doors, a central blind gable emerges from the



NP8 Form 10-000-a OMB Approvel No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Natlonal Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number _/ Page 33 windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont
eazt slops of the roof; originally, this gable was probably
entered by a loft or hay door.

The north gable facade includes a ground-level sntrance to the
bzrn in the form of an exterior vertical-boarded sliding door
placed at the right (west) cornsr. Both the north and south
gable facades are lighted by small multi-pane fixad windows at
the gable peaks and other irregular positions.

10. Hzrryvy Kossakoski House (Lower Parker Hill Road); c¢c. 1950

One story plus exposed bassment on main (east) facades; plywood
siding; asphalt-shingled hip roof; open deck across south facade.
Mencontribkbuting cowing to its age of lessz than fifty years.

11. Pzster Anderson Camp (off Lower Parker Hill Road); c¢. 1975

One zand one-half stories; two-by-three bays; wood-shingle siding:;
asphalt-shingled gable reoof. DNoncontributing owing to its age of
less than £ifty years.

12. Palmer Ainsworth House (Lower Parker Hill Road); c. 1955

On2 story »lus partly sxposed basement with garage bay on north
facade; c¢lapboarded; asphalt-shingled gable roof; four-bay main
(north) eaves facadz has central entry with gabled hood.
Slightly r=duced west wing with two garage bays in sxposed north
basement. Built for Palmzsr 2insworth (current rasident) by Hugh
Talbot of Alstead, New Hampshire. Noncontributing owing to its
acge of l=2ss than fifty years.
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13. Lewis and ¥artha Cutler House (Parker Hill Road); c. 1875

The second of three houses on Parker Hill inhabited by George
Lewis Cutler and wives stands at the site of Isaac Parker's
¢. 1788 log cabin and later frame house on the east side of the
road. This house faces the side road that formerly continued
westirzard over the hill into the Brockways Mills valley. The
Italianate house was built specifically for a residence after
ler's (second) marriage in 1875 to Martha McCarthy, and
esents his financial success as a sheep farmer at that point
ime (he would later fall into bankruptecy). Cutlar then owned
farmsteads - including the Walker-Cutler Farm (#43)
ronally across the road te the southwest - involving hundreds
cres cof land in the wvicinity.
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Although an immsnse barn originally connected to this housz has
been removed, some evidence of Cutler's agricultural enterprizse
exists in thes expansive havfields that continue to surround the
house. & row of eight mature sugar maple trees planted probably
when the house was built paralliels the road along the front
grounds. The broad south grounds are bounded by a hadgerow of
deciduous shrubs and trees; a mature apple tree and lilacs stand

next to the house. The north grounds of the house vesrge into the
adjacent f£isld. The house faces the opposite direction from a
pancoramic wview northeastward over the field that extends to hills
bevond the Connacticut River valley in New Hampshire.
Reflecting a somewhat belated architectural fashion, this house
exhibits fully developsd Italianate style, the only example in
the historic district. The house retains virtually intact its
original appearance with the exception of the front porch posts
and the four-bay section of the porch that formexly wrapped
around the south facade.
The two-and-one-half-story, three-bv-four-bay, gable-front main
block rests on a brick foundation and is sheathed with
clapboards. Heavy paneled pilasters with molded capitals ascend
thea corners to support a full entablature that encircles the
eaves and returns across the front gable to form a psediment;
pairsd brackets with pendants support the cornice. The gable
roof is shinglsed with slats. A rebuilt short brick chimnes
straddles thz ridge in an off-central position, repvlacing an
riginal tall brick chimnsy with a corbeled cap.
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The three-bay main (west) gabls facade is entered in the left bay
by a door with five lights over four raised panels. A six-light
transom crowns the doorway within its plain surround. The window
openings retain the original two-over-two sash crowned by heavy

cornice caps. An oculus with a molded surround punctuates the
prediment.
An original three-bay porch spans the main facade. Paired cut-out

brackets support the eaves of the porch's flat roof. The present
paired square posts have replaced the original slotted posts with
scrolled brackets. The posts stand on & low open deck with a
rectangular lattice skirt. The porch originally wrapped around
the south eaves facade in four additional bays; that section has
been removed and partly replaced by a one-bay, flat-roofed porch
with triplet square posts that shelters a west-facing secondary
entrance on the offset rear (east) wing. :

The four-bay south eaves facade is lighted by a regular
arrangement of two-over-two sash with cornice caps. The opposite
(north) facade is arrangad in the same pattern but only the resar
{east) bay on both stories contains a window. Reflecting
probably the cold north exposure, ‘the other three bays are
enframed by surrounds and cornice caps but are infilled with
clapboards.

Offset southward one bay from the main block, the two-story,
clapboarded, gable~roofed rear (east) wing extends four bays
along its south eaves facade. A plain frieze and molded cornice
follow the horizontal eaves. The roof retains slate shingles on
the north slope while the south slope has been covered with
asphalt shingles. A tall central brick stove chimney straddles
the ridge, now lacking its original corbeled cap. A feature
unique in the historic district surmounts the east end of the
ridge; a bell is mounted in a metal frame and rung by means of a
rope that passes through the roof to a room below. The bell
presumably served to call anyone working in the surrounding
fields, especially for meals. '

The wing's south facade includes a prominent stylistic feature
that typically occurs on the main block of Italianate houszs. 2
three—-sided bay window with a molded cornice and a shallow hip
roof emerges from the left (west) bay: paired two-over-two sash
illuminate its central face and a single one-over-one sash lights
each side above paneled spandrels. A rear entry near the right
corner of the wing is sheltered by a shed canopy on kneebraces.
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Twin gabled wall dormers with reduced two-over—-two sash have been
added, probably pre-1940, to the south facade. The north roof
slope has been interrupted by a large modern shed wall dormer
with casement windows.

Connected to the rear (east) end of the first wing, a clapboarded
shed wing matches the ridge line of the former but its asphalt-
shingled gable roof has a somewhat steeper slope. This wing
extends five bays along its south saves facade. The left two
bays contain six-over-six sash with plain surrounds while the
right two bays are entered by modern paneled overhead doors that
have replaced at least one sixz-over-six sash; two six-light fixzed
sash punctuate the kneewall above the garage doors. A vertical-
boarded, hinged pass door provides a pedestrian entry to the left
of the garage doors, and a loft door exists on the upper level to
the left of the pass door. The opposite (north) facads of this
wing descends to an exposed basement story. A small sguare, .
clapbecarded, shed-roofsed appendage to the north facade ‘appears to
have been a privy; a single-pane window lights its north face.

A fieldstone retaining wall extends southward from the southeast
rear corner of the shed wing. ' This wall marks the position of
one of the largest barns in southeastern Vermont that was
originally connected on a southward offset to the wing's rear
{east) end. Oriented parallel to the wing, the two—-and-three-
quarters—-story, board—-and-battened barn carrving a wood-shingled
gakle roof was banked against its west gable facade.

Proportional to the scale of the barn, a huge square ventilating
cupola straddled the center of the ridge. Its louvered faces
appear to have been enframed by corner pilasters below the
overhanging eaves of a wood-shingled bellcast cap. A metal
weathervane in the form of a sheep rose from the apvex of the cap.

Centered on the main (west) facade, double vertical-boarded,
interior sliding doors provided a wagon entrance to the main
floor of the barn; the doors were surmounted by a multi-light
transom. The gable was punctuated on two levels by six-over-six
sash with plain surrounds. The south eaves facade was lighted on
the main story by three widely spaced bays of sixz-over-six sash
next to pass doors without means of access to the ground below.
The fully exposed basement story was subdivided into eight bays,
most of which were open and separated by heavy vertical timbers
with diagonal braces. A photograph taken probably c. 1900 shows
several cows in the south barnyard enclosed by a board fence,
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indicating that the farm was then engaged primarily in dairying
under the ownership of William Hadwen.

14. Richard Collins House (Parker Hill Road); c. 1960

One story plus exposed brick basement on west facade:; plywood
siding with battens; asphalt-shingled gable roof; three-bay main
(west) gable facade has left entry with colored-glass surround.
One-story. one-by~two-bay gabled north ell. Noncontributing
owing to its age of less than fifty years.

T

Z. Shed: «c¢. 1980; north of house; one story:; two-by-two bays;
plywood siding; asphalt-shingled gable roof; main (south) gable
facads has exterior sliding door at right corner.
MNoncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty yvears.

15. WwWilliam Manahan House (Parker H111l Road); c. 1960

One story plus half-exposed basement; four-by-two bays; wcod-
shingle siding: asphalt-shingled gable roof; four-bay main
(southwest) eaves facade has right-center entry with half-length
sidzlights and broken pediment; exterior brick fireplace chimne
on southeast gable facade. HNoncontributing owing to its age of
less than fifty years.

A. Garage: c. 1980; south of house; one story; two bays;
vertical-board siding; asphalt-shingled asymmetrical gable roof;
main (northwest) eaves facade has twin unpaneled overhead doors.
Moncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.

16. Hall Cushman House (950 Parker Hill Road); 1983

One and one-half stories; post-and-beam frame; vertical-board
siding; gable roof with standing-seam metal; two-bay main (west)
gablzs facade has gabled entry vestibule on right. One-story,
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three-bay, gable-roofed north ell with three-bay shed-roofed
porch along west eaves facade. One—-and-one-half-story, two-by-
three-bayv, gabled north garage ell with twin unpaneled overhead
doors on west gable facade. House built for Hall Cushman by
Danisl MacArthur of Marlboro, Vermont; garage ell added in 19838
by Jonathan Jesup of Westminster, Vermont. Noncontributing owing
to its ages of less than fifty yvears.

17. Arthur Becker House (off Parker Hill Road): c¢. 1980

Two stories; vertical-board or scored-plywood siding; slate-
shingled gable roof; two-bay main (north) eaves facade with right
entry. Three-story, gabled, rectangular tower abuts west gable
facade; second-story open deck across tower's west facade. Two-
story, gabled east wing has overhanging second story. Built by
Arthur Becker. DNoncontributing owing to its age of less than
fifty vears.

A. Garage: <c¢. 1980; north of house; one story; four-by-two
bays; vertical-board siding; gable roof; four-bay main (south)
eaves facade has twin paneled overhead doors plus pass door.
Noncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.

18. House (Parker Hill Road): c¢. 1970

Onz and ons-half stories; four-by-two-bay main block plus
two-bay-deep rear (north) ell; milled-log construction; asphalt-
shingled gable roof; main (south) eaves facade has four-bav,
shed-roofaed porch with log posts and railing. North ell has
similar two-bay east porch. Built by Gerald Cole of Springfield.
MNoncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.

A. Garage: c. 1970; southeast of house; one story; two-by-one
bayzs; milled-log construction; asphalt-shingled asymmetrical
gable roof; main (west) eaves facade has twin paneled overhead
doors. Noncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty
years.



(N:g)Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

Natlonai Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number Page _39 Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

19. ¥White-Hadwen Farm (Parksr Hill and Cross Roads)

This inactive farm surrounds the intersection of the Parker Hill
and Cross Roads. The original tract of land, Lot INo. 13 in the
2nd Rznge of Rockincham township, was purchased in 1788 by
Phinsas and Jeruszha (Marsh) White, who then lived in Springfield.
Mot until zafter the death of Phineas' father, Josiah (ses #27) in
1806 was there srected here the esarlier (in brick) of the two
masonry housss built for Phineas White in ths aresz. (Thza later,
ci stone, =ztands at ancther intesrsection of Parker Hill Road,
Hzrdscrabble Corner, about thres miles to ths north outsids ths
hiztcoric district.)

Thomzas Dana, & master brick maszon who lived in thz Springfield
portion of the historic district probably constructed this house
for Phineas White. The bricks were likely made by Levi Harlow or
his sonsz, the first brickmakeres in Springfield who also livaed on
a farm (#48) farther north on Parker Hill Road. Similar to its
couniterpart on the Haseltine-Czarey Farm (#8) to the east, the
houss crzated Zor White appears relatively plailn except at the
high-style front entrance with its finely executzd zarrav of
Tederal ornamental details.

Phinsaz Whitz's sons, Luke and William enlarged the farm to 500
acrss prior fto its sale in 1882 to another successful
agriculturalist, Chester B. Hadwen. The son of Oliver R. Hadwan,
wthe than owmed thz Gould-Hadwen Farm (#50) in thes Springfisld
portion of the historic district, Chester operated this farm
until reotiring to Rockinghan village in 1919.

Only the house and a minor shed (B} survive to reprssent ths
agriculturzl enterprise that formerlyv flourished hers. The houssa
helds a commanding position atop a low knoll in the northeast
guadrant of thz road intersection. Its main saves fzczdes looks
scuthward past the stone feoundation of a barn (C) on the opposits
sids of Cross Road and along the upper valley of O'Brisn Brool.
Sited northeast of the house, =z small wood-framed shed probably
datesz from the WVhite ownership although its origin and purposs
arz net known (it may have bzen the first frams houss built by
Joziah hite on the farm, adapted to a corn barn afitzsr the brick
houss was built).

Acreosszs Parker Hill Read from the house, an expansive field
ascends the gentle slope toward the west. Beavers have
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crzated 2z relatively large pond in its southeast corner by
damnming the headwatsrs of O'Brien Brook. A smaller opren £i=zld
descends gently southward to the brook zlong thz south side of
ths Crczs Road in front of the house. The fields ars boundzd
generally by fizldstones walls and second-growth forest of mixed
deciduouz and coniferous speciss.

House; ¢. 1807

Oriented parallsl to the Cross Road, the two—-and-one-half-story,
five-by-two-bay, eaves-front I-house rests on =z foundztion of
elongated granite slabs. The brick walls are 1lazid in ssven-
courss Amsrican bond. A molded cornice follows ths =zaves with
gabls returns although only the south and north horizontal savas
proijzsct kbeyvond a narrow frieze; the east and west raking zzaves
arzs closely croppad with only a molding for ornament. The gabls
roof has bsen covered with asphalt shingles. A largs intsrior
bricik chimney of rectangular section rises from =zach end of the
ridgzs; the sast chimney has besn rebuilt.

The five-bay main (south) eaves facade dlsplaj; a symmetriczal
arrangenmant focused on the central entrance. 2 six—-pans
Christian door is flanked by four-pans sidelights of two-thirds
lz2ngth azbove 2 single raised panel on the spandrel. The
sidzlights are enframed by slender rezded pilasters that ars
pairaed on thes outer side. The pilasters carry plain frisze
blocks below the thin cornice. The ensemble is crownsd by a
semizlliptical fanlight with a moldad surround.

Thz2 window copenings on the main stories are headed by splayved
briclz: £lat axchas, sxcept on the second story of the south facads
where thevy abut fr The opvenings are fitted with twelve-
over—-twslve sash (plus modern mz2tzl storm sash) and moldsd wood
surrounds above the wood sills. Both the east and west gablesz
are lighted by two small four-pane hinged windows.

Exztending from the rear (north) facade of the main block, =z
modern (or rebuilt) one—-and-one-half-story ell is sheathed with
brick in stretcher bond beslow the level of the firsti-story window
lintels, clapboards above the lintels, and asphalt shinglzs on
its gable rocfi. The four-bay west eaves facade includes an
entrance in the right-center position closely flanlied by bavs of
thz twelve-over-twelve sash common to the =11 A newly rsbuilt,
threse-bzay, shasd-roofed porch with boxed DOStS spans this facads=s.
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A one-story. clapboarded, shed-roofed wing extends the length of
the opposite (east) facade.

A. Garage: ¢. 1970; closely adjacent and perpendicular to north
gable facade of house's north ell; one story; two-by-two bays:;
clapboarded; asphalt-shingled gable roof; double-width, paneled
overhead door enters north eaves front; other sides are lighted
by twelve-over—-twelve sash. Noncontributing owing to its age of
less than fifty years.

B. Shed; c¢. 18507

Standing close to the east side of the garage (A) in the same
orientation, an historic one-story, two-by-one-bay, clapboarded
shed carries a gable roof sheathed with shake shingles. An
interior brick stove chimney rises from the east end of the
ridge. The two-bay south eaves facade includes a left entry now
lacking a door; coupled six-light fixed sash occupy the right
bay. A six-over-six sash lights the east gable facade. All the
openings have plain surrounds.

C. Barn Foundation

Adjacent to the south side of the Cross Road diagonally across
from the house, there exists the rectangular stone foundation of
a barn that was apparently banked against both its north and west
sides. Next to the northeast corner of the foundation, a ten-
foot-wide opening appears to have served a north-south driveway
that paralleled the east side of the barn, and was flanked in
turn along its east side by a fieldstone wall. The latter wall
extends southward to a point opposite a similar driveway opening
in a perpendicular fieldstone wall that extends westward to a
corner with another perpendicular fieldstone wall. That wall
extends northward to intersect the west wall of the barn
foundation, thereby enclosing a barnyard next to the south side
of the foundation. Mature deciduous trees stand along both the
wall east of the driveway and the west wall of the barnyard.

The foundation itself consists of relatively high stone walls
built against the bank along the north and west sides, and short
rubble walls standing on the lower ground level along the east
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and south sidess. The higher walls are constructad mostly of
largs rough granite slabs and blocks laid without mortar; some of
the pizces show drill narks The north wall extends about 44
fz2t in length and reaches a height of six fezt at its zast znd
but has partly collapsed near the middle. The west wall extends
about 34 feet and rises betwesn four and five feet in height. '
Littlzs is lnown about the origin or removal of this barn.
Presumably it was built during the nineteenth century, and .
probably survived into the present century. 2nother presumably
nineteenth-century barn is known to have existed on a sites nsxt
to the Parlker Hill Road north of the house. The latter barn was
one and one-half stories in height, sheathed with vertical
bozrdes, and carried a gable roof oriented parallel to the road.
That barn rsmained standing until at leazt the 1960s but
subseguently its foundzation has been either removed or buried.
20. Donald Cuming House (Parker Hill Road); 1984
Ons and on=2-half stories; vertical-board siding; asphalt-shinglsd
gable roof; four-bay main (west) gablzs facade has one-bay zntry
porch racesssad into l2ft corxnsr; opven deck along south esavss
facads. Onz-story, one-bay, gabled southwest ell. One-story,
three—-bay, gabled north ell 1inks to one and ops—h“lf—storv, two-
by—onz-bay, gablzd neorth garage ell with twin rigid overhead
doors on wast gable facade. Built bv Stephen Moodie of Winhall,
Vzrmont for Donald and Felicia C"mlng, conteémporary owners of the
adjacent Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21 Moncontributing owing to its
age of lsssz than fifty years.
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Extending diagonally southwestward from the =211's west =2nd, a
two-story, wood-shingled former cshed wing carriss a gable roof
covarad with corrugated sheet metal; a brick chimnsy =s=traddles
the center o the ridge. The irregularly arranged, nulti-bay
southzast zaves facade includes entries with six-panel doors in
thz lsft-center and right poszitions and intermediate bays of
horizontal six-light fixed sash. The s=2cond story is lightad by
coupled siz-over-six szash with molded surrounds. Attached to the
southwest gable facade, an originally one-and-ons-half-storvy,
ons-hy-ons-bay, gabled wing has been altered by ths razising of
its zouthzzast roof slope to zaccommodate a full szcond story with
trinlet twelwve-light fixed szash; a vertical-boarded pass door
entsrs its f£irst storv. This wing was used during the period
1025-2, 1950 for incubating turkey chicks; subseqguently the
szcond s=tory has bzen adapted to residentiazl usags.

Orisnted parallel to the scuth side of the drivaway, the one-zand-
one-half-story, four—-by- thrne bayv, =zaves—-front barn Doss:sses 2
post—-and-beam frame of both hewn and sawn timbers that was
shzathed during tha 1970s V1th vertical beoards and wide battens.
The gablse roof is covered with standing-seam sheet metal.
The four-bav northwest =saves facade has bsen szomavhzt zltsrsd in
rzcent decades by the installation of paneled overhead garage
doors in tha left two bays. A vertical-boarded pzss - door
sheltzrad by 2 gablzad canopy provides a pedestrian sntry on the
rizht sids of the garags doors. The thrsze-bayv southweszt gzblis
fFacadz 21sc has bszen somewhat altered by the instzllation of

ko windows and a central exterior verticzl-boardsd =sliding

Two tisrs of horizontal tweo-pane fixed szash light the main
while a2 vertical four-pane sash lights the gabl=.
. Sugarhouss; c¢. 1880

Mevad from its original site and adapted from nal
purposa, this one-story, post-and-beam-framed lacks a
foundation, its sills resting directly on the Its south
gabls, west =saves, and north gable facades re oard
shzathing while the cast facade facing the ro larboards,
bzing sheathed with irregular flush herizonta The three
clapbeoarded facades arzs trimmed with corner bo ezz, and
boxad cornice. The gable roof is covered with -szanm
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Page

. A gabled ventilator straddles the ridge toward the
o its sides are sheathad with horizontal flush hozards,
hingzd on tha 2a2st and west zides to opsn for wvenitilation of the
steém rizing from the sap-beoiling pan directly below.
Only the cn=-bay south gablzs facade appears unalterad, besing
entared by a wvartical-boarded, hinged pass door bhelow a
horizontai two~-light fixed window (mcunted beshind ths broksen
framz of zn e2ight-light sacsh) in the gzble; bhoth have plain
surrounds. Thea openings of the previously four-bay east caves
facade haves bsen somewhat changed. & left-bavy opsning has bsen
infillzed and the righit two bays have been reduced in size around
the two-light fixzad sash now in place. Thes left-center hay
centains the nrasent maln entrance with a two-pansl tical-~-
hzadboardad doc:r. The openings of the opposite (W= acads
havzs begen rewerked mors extenzivaly.
ite and purposs of this building ars not n.
sheathing and complste trimming on thrze cades
it stood near the housz of this or znoth farm.
nish materials on ths fourth facade sugg that it
sely adjacent or zttached to another builiding.
C Shed; 1981
Th threz-bay, gable-roofed =zaquipmant shad is framed
iake heavy vaertical rosts and sheathed with vertical
he battens. The roof is supported by wood trusses
an with standing-seam shest metal. The south saves
kb ered by three open bays with cantsed uprer cornsrs.
Non owing to its age of less than f£ifty vears.

4

D. Dairy/Turley Rank Barn Foundaticn
2 northwest and part of the southwest
in places against the higher ground betw
urkev bank barn site and ths
cted—of unmortared fisldstons
=zt 2nd iz faced with concratse
3h tc indicats a bazement cow
ion o concretzs marlks the sit
barn's southzast cornsr.
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22. Stone Culvert; c¢. 18007
A long—abzandoned road follows a roughly north-south courss
sast of, and downhill from, the Parker Hill Road northeast of the
modern Boynton House (#23). This road may correspond to a
relatively short side road that was officially lzid out in 1798
to lead northeastward from ths Parker Hill Road. Tha description
of the original survey for the road gives a total length of 102
rodz oy 1683 f£s2t. Most of the area along the road has revarted
from pasture to second-growth mized forest.
Thz road crossss two small brooks on correspondingly snall
culverts constructed of dry-laid fieldstone. 3Both culverts havs
been pluggsd with gravsel and debris at theilr upstream ends and
thz brocks now Iflow over their stone-slab decls. The dsck slzbs
hzve bzen partly dislodged from thelr originzl positions.
Thz somewhat larger southerly culvert posszesseszs a ractangular
opening about 1.5 feet in width by two feet in height. Thse
downstream (east) side of the culvert structure consists of a
rztaining wall about thres f=set in height and about eighteen fzet
in length; the cpsning occurs about five feet from its north =z=nd.
Lzrge stone slabs are laid over the partlj collapsed sluiceway to
fcrm a2 deck about tzn fzet in width.
A. Stons Culvert: c. 18007?
Thz northerly culvert appears similar to its southerly
countarpart but in slightly reduced scale relating to the smaller
flow of this brook. Its opening of about 1.5 by 1.5 fazet occurs
near the south end of a retaining wall along the downstrean
(22z%t) sidz that is about sizteen feet long and tweo feet high.
Lzrgs thin stons slabs form a deck over the sluiceway at lsast
eight feest wide and now partly buried under soil and dsbris
deposited by thz brook.
22. Rebert Bovnteon House (Parler Hill Road); <. 1985
story north facade (second story ovarhangs
iding; asphalt-shingled gable roo0f; ons-
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story, two-bay north garage wing under 2xtension of north roof
slope has twin unpansled OV”"hﬁa@ doors on north esavss facade.
Noncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty vears.

A. Shed: «c. 1985; north of house; one and one-half stories:
two-by—-three bays; plvwood siding; asphalt-shingled gable roof:
south gable facade has exterior sliding door on right.
Noncontributing owing to its age of less than £ifty vears.

24, Leouwrey House (off Parker Hill Road); c. 1980

Twwo stories; vertical flush-boarded; asphalt-shingled gable roof;
maszsive exterior stone fireplace chimney and second-story open
dzck on southeast zaves facadse. Noncontributing owing to its zgs
of lszegs than fifty vears.

25. Bernard Neil House (Parker Hill Road); c. 1975

Onz znd ons-half stories; three-by-three bavs; clapboarded;
asphalt-shingled gzble roof with shad dormer on rsar (northeast)
slope; main (southwest) eaves facade has central entry with full-
length sidelights. One-story, one-by-one-bay, vertical-boarded,
gablzd northwest wing. Noncontributing owing to its zgz of less
than fiftv wvsars.

26. House (Parker Hill Recad); c. 1950

Onz and onz2-hzlf stories; clapboarded; asphalt-shingled gable
ro0of with raised gabled section on west slope; enclczed porch
with lattice skirt spans south gabls facade. One-story, gablsed
rzar {zast) ell; south eavses facade has main eantry con lsft and
racant open daclk. Noncontributing owing to itz age 2f lzss than
£ifty vears.
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A. Garags: <. 1980; south of houss; one-and-one-hzlf storizs:
vertical-bearded; asphalt-shingled asvmmetrical gable roof; two-
bav main (west) eaves facade hzs paneled overhzad deor on right.
Moncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty years.
27. Locke-0'Brien Farm {(0O'Brien Road)
Only one house survives to represent the various buildings that
have existzed on this farmstead originally settlsed by Ebsnezer
Locks during the late esightesnth cesntury. A sign bearing ths
vezr 1816 is now affixed to the houss's main facade. However,
thes house sxhibits the specific characteristics of the Classic
Cottage tvype, and therefore was built probably during the middls
vezrs of the nineteenth century.
Th= HcClellan map of 1856 shows thzt this houss kelongsd to E.
Locke. 2 gscond house, belonging to F. Locks, then stood a short
distance to the west apparently where a stone foundstion (2&) now
vaemaing. That small house may have been the firgt built after
Ebenezer Locke acquired the land, and ths present houss may havs
bzen built c¢. 1850 to supplant it. The Locke familv continued to
own the farm until about 1860. The smzll house was in
detericrating condition when torn down about 1920, and a
sugarhousa was subsaqguently built on its foundation.
Patricik O0'Brien acguired the farm in 1877. .By the publication of
Child's ¥Windham County directoryv in 1884, he was sngaced in
dairving with a herd of eightecn cows (large for that pericd) on
the 230-acre farm. Pzatrick's sons, Huch F. and Georgs H.,
continued and expanded the enterprise into a 400-plus—-acre farsn
during the first half of the present century Hugh was also zn
officz2r of the Bellows Falls Co-operative Creamery whils
opzsrzting the farm. The farm was sold out of the family. in 1958,
and active dairyving cesased about 1970.
The principzl agricultural buildings formerly occupied a small
£lat area across the road to the south of the houss, outside the
historic district. Only two intersecting foundztion or retaining
wallz of partly mortared fieldstone remain to mark the site of
the barns that were oriented perpendicular to ths road. {The
lzzt deteriorating barn was dismantled about 1985.) Next to ths
east side cf ths barn sits, a circular concrete foundation £lush
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Connzactzed to the main block at its northwest rear corner, a one-
and-one-half-story, clapboarded wing of reducesd scale carrxiess a2
gablz roof shingled with staggered-butt slate. The wing sxtends
four bays along its south eaves facades, whose recsssad left half
iz punctuatsed by a four-nanel door and a two~over-two sash
window; this half is sheltered by a three-bayv porch with sguars
pczts standing on an apron shingled with alternating wide and
narrow courses. The right half of the wing contains z two-bay
garage sntered by one exterior and ones interior, vertical-
bozxdsed, sliding doors. 2An exterior brick chimneyvy with 2
corbelzad ceap ascends the wing's west gable facade.

A. Houss or Sugarhouss Site

A szegverely disturbed stone foundation is located on a sloping
site across thzs brook to the west of the house. Only the
ncrthesast rezar corner of a possibly nineteenth-century, dryv-laid
ficldstone foundation appears visible. Larger rocks and soil
havs been moved or excavated within the probable perimeter of the
rectangulzr foundation, and thes wood remains of a twentisth-
century sugarhouse have collapsed over the north side of the
foundation onto the rising ground. This was the site of the
housz bzlonging to F. Locke shown on the McClellan map of 1856;
that house was dismantled about 1920. The site has essesntiallyy
lczt its historic integrity
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perimeter of the fiesld where the terrain becomss sloning.

Houzz; ¢. 1860

The distinctive house of vernacular Greek Revival stvle shows a
slight Italianate influence represented by the oculus on the wast
gablz facing the road. Similar to the house on the nesarby Weeden
Farm (#35), this house possessz2s a two-story porch rascesszd into
its zcuthwest corner. The clapboardsed house risss two and one-
hzlif stories from a hidden foundation to a slate-shinglsed gabls
rocf. Paneled pilasters ascend the corners to support a molded
cornice with gzble returns that follows both the horizontal and
raking 2zves. An interior brick chimney with a hesavyvy corbeled
cap smerges from the roof's northwest rear slope while a
counterpart with a straight shaft marks the northeast slope.

The five-bay main (south) saves facade incorporates porch
recesszions of unequal length on the left half of the first and
second stories, supported by hszavy pansled sguare pillars znd
pilasters with thin scroll brackets. The two-bay, first-storvy
porch spans a three-bay recession that includes the czntral
entrancs (relative to the entire facade) surmounted by a peakad
lintel. Protected by a stick balustrade, the single-bav, second-
story pcocrch spans a two-bav recession of the wall plane. The
window openings are fitted with the two-over~two sash, peakad
lintzls, znd louvered wood shutters common to the main block.

The w=2s5t gable facadzs incorperates at its right corner ths end
bayvs of the :two-story recessad southwest porch. The second-story
opzning is crownad by an extended return of the =avses cornica.
Thz central and l=ft bays share the window treatm=nt of the main
facadzs. The high clapboardad gablzs is punctuated by the oculus
with a plain surround.

Recezsaed f£rom the weast gable facade, a two—-and-one-halfi-storvy,
clapboardad rear (north) ell of slightly reducsd scals cazrriss a
lower gables rocof shingled with slate. The ell's west eaves
fzcads extends five bays in length, the two central bavs being
paired. An entrance occurs at the right corner next to the main
bloclz, shelterzsd by z one-bay, shed-roofed cornsr porch with =z
boxred post. The ell’'s window opvenings contain two-over—-two sash
on the publicly visible west facade but include six-over-six sash
on the rsar (north) gable facade; their plain surrounds lack the
pealkad lintels of the main block. 2 two-bay, shed-roofzd vorch
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with boxsed posts spans most of the north facads and the flush
neorth end of a one-story, one-bav-deep, shed-roofed wing that
1t interior brick

extends along the east side of the ell. 2 rabhuil
himnevy straddles the =211's ridge.
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The barn's original bowed gambrel roof rose from flared
horizontal eaves to a ridge that matched the height of the silos.
Twin large circular crown metal ventilators were spaced along the
ridge. The south gable facade was punctuated by three small
openings high on the wall.

D. Chicken Barn; c. 1945

The westernmost of the outbuildings is oriented so that its main
facade faces south to receive the maximum amount of sunlight.

The two-story, shed~roofed barn is banked against its east end
where a small one-story, shed-roofed wing is attached on the
upper level. Resting on a concrete foundation, the building is
sheathed with brick-textured asphalt siding over horizontal flush
boards. The gently sloping roof is covered with sheet metal.

Two rectangular, shed-roofed ventilators stand atop the main
roof; each has rectangular openings in its upper wall surfaces.

The broad main (south) facade is illuminated on each story by a
band of multiple single-light fixed sash (plus chicken-wire
screens); much of the glazing is either broken or missing. The
bands of windows are interrupted at regular intervals on both
stories by four vertical-boarded, hinged pass doors that are
vertically aligned. The main entrance to the building occurs on
the east wing's one-bay east facade in the form of a vertical-
boarded exterior sliding door.

E. Equipment Shed; c¢. 1950

An open-front equipment shed parallels the west side of the road
diagonally across from the carriage shed (A). Resting on a
concrete foundation, this one-story building is sheathed on three
sides with horizontal flush boards except for vertical boards on
the north and south gables. The gable roof is covered with
corrugated sheet metal. The main (east) facade consists of three
open bays separated by vertical posts. This shed is considered
noncontributing owing solely to its age of less than fifty years.

F. Smokehouse; c¢. 1920

Placed against the bank north of the carriage shed (A), this
diminutive one-half-story, one-bay structure rests on a concrete



NP8 Form 10-900-a
(88) OMB Approvel No. 10840018

United States Department of the Interior
Natlonal Park Service

Nationai Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Sectlon number Page _59 Wwindham and Windsor Cos., Vermont
foundation, and its brick walls are laid in stretcher bond.
{(Some of the s0ft, probably recvcled bricks have spzallad
sevarely.) Its wood-framed shad roof is covered with asphalt
paper: the rafter tails are =xposed at the horizontal =saves. 2
small vertical~boardsd, hingsd door enters the south front.
G, ITIcs Houss; <. 19200
Sit=d to the northeast of thes smokehcuse (F), this small one-and-
onz-half-story building is sheathed with horizontal bozards partly
covarad with asphalt paper. An added gabled dormer emerges from
the z2z=st slope of its asphalt-shingled gable roof. The thrze-bay
main (south) gable facade 1ncludes central entrances on both
storiss. The first-story entrv is flanked by small window
orsnings now lacking sash. The second- sborj entry is served by a
modern opesn deck thzt wraps around the east szaves facadse.
H. Dziry Barn Foundation
The standing portion of the main barn's (C) south gabls facade
shows the shadow of the one-story, gable-roofed dairy barn that
w22 attachad hers from about 1963 until itz collapse about 1970
from an overload of snow. Only the poured-concrete floor slz=b
survivesz, linking the main barn's remnant facade zand the west
ing of thes young-stock bzarn (B) Two depraessed drain gutters
g2ztznd the north-south length of the floor, indicating the
former longitudinzl vows of cotr stanchions.
I. Chickszsn RBRarn Foundation
Paralleling the brim of the steep bank southwest of the main barn
(C), this poured-concrate foundation incorporatzss a floor slab
and partial side walls. The foundation formed the ground story
f a threses-story, shed-roofed chicken barn that was banked
inst thzs =zlope; a one-story,. shed-roofed entry wing was
ached to ths uppzr level at the southesazst 2nd. The building
constructed about 1945 and removad about 1965.
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29. Abbeott Tenant House (Parker Hill Road); c. 1935

This modesst house stands dirzctly downhill from the Allbses-2bbott
Farm (#22) barns near the Green HMountain Railroad track. The
housa was constructed for John B. Abbott, and was occunised by his
farm manager or emplovee(s). The vernacular houss displavs the
influsncz of ths Colonial Rewvival styvle especially on its front
entrance porch.
Origntzd parallsl to the west side of the road, the ons—-and-one-
half~story, threse-by~two-bay, clapboardzad, eaves-front main block
ragts on z concrste foundation. A molded cornice with gable
raturns follows both the horizontal and raking eaves of thse
asphalt-shingled gable roof. An interior brick chimney with a
concrate cap rises from the ridge
The thres-bay main (sast) =saves facade is arranged symmetrically
apart from an addsd on=-bay shed dormsr on the laft side of the
reof zslope. Approached by concrete steps, the czntrzl sntrance
has z single-light, multi-horizontal-panel door sheltered by
a onz—-bav, gabled, Colonial Revival porch. The porch
incorporates sguare posts, a molded eaves cornice with gable
returns, and a semielliptical-arched ceiling. The sidse bayvys
contain couprled two-over—-two sash with plain surrounds. The
ormer diffsrs by having modern triplet sash with three
horizontzl lights.
A recesszad, onz-story, gablaed wing extends from the main block's
north facadza. The wing's three bay east eaves facads includes 2z
right entrance with a one-light, four-panel door and modern one-
over-onz sash in the other bays. Connected pzrpendicularly to
the ncrth end of the wing, a c¢. 1980, one-and-one-half-story,
two-bay garage sheathed with vartical flush boards carries an
asphalt-shingled gambrel roof. A double-width paneled ovarhesad
docr enters its sast gable front.



(rf‘l.)Form 10-900-2 OMB Approvel No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

Nationai Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number _7 Page 6! __  wWindham and Windsor Cos., Vermont
3C. Greesn Mountain Railroad Overpass (Parker Hill Road); c¢. 1900

Located =zt the south foot of Parker Hill next to the Williams
River, thisz short overpass carries the Green Mountain Railroad
track over the Parker Hill Road. The structure serves, in
2ffect, as a gateway for road traffic approaching the hill and
historic district; it spans the only rOLte of vehicular accsss to
Parker Hill from the south.

The =s=tone abutments of the overpass appear nineteenth century in
origin while the steel beams carrying the track were apparently
installed during the present century. Both thz abutments and the
declk structure were constructed probably during thz existence of
the Rutland Railroad, the corporate predecessor (1849-1963) of
the Grzen Mountain Railroad.

The short one—-span overpass has a clear span of onlv about twelve
feet. It rests on massive coursed ashlar abutments constructed
of large rock-faced cut granite blocks. The outer corners of
both abutments (next to the road) are embellished with a single
vertical bead cut into esach block to form a continuous lins. The
blocks of ths west abutment are laid dry while thoss of the east
abutment have beasn mostly mortared for reinforcemant.

Ths track is supported by multiple stesl I-beams placed parallel
to the rails; three I-beams are clustered closely together below
gach rail. Heavy timbers serving as ties are laid
perpendicularly on the I-beams, and the steel tie plates and
rails are laid in turn on the ties. The short length of the
overpass eliminates the need for guard rails in the track.

This overpass mav have revplaced an original grade crossing
located a short distance to thes zast where the slope is less
stz2ep. The Beers map of 1869 shows a distinct esastward bulge in
the ccourse of the road in the vicinity of the railroad.

31. Aurelius DiBernado House (off Parker Hill Road); c. 1975

Onz and one-hzalf stories; threz-by-two bays: clapboarded;
asphalt—-cshingled gable roof with two gabled dormers on south
slcpz; main (south) eaves facade has central =sntry and flanking
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35. TVleaden Farm (Parker Hill Road)
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and also sxtends uphill to the northwest of the house. Dirsctly
uphill from the house, a copse predominantly of maple trees
cshadas the hillside., A smnzall fiezld ascends the slecpa2 on the
north sids of the road between the house and the Parker Hill Roz4.
The fizlds ars generally boundasd by stone walls and gscond-growth
forzst of mized dsciduous and coniferous spaciss.

Houzz:; ¢. 18507, probably =nlargsd c¢. 1880

The two-and—-one-half-story, clapboarded, gablez-roofsd houss
conzists of a five-by-four-bay main block and a threse-bay wast
211l attached flush with the main block's south gablz facads. The
herizontal z2aves lins of the 211 matches that of ths main block
but thes roof of the latter risss to a2 higher ridge. 2 plain
frizzes and projecting cornice with gable returns follow the eaves
of both blocks. Their roofs are shingled with slate
praedominantly of reddish coloxr. A rebuilt interiocr brick chimney
rises from the main block's west slope, as does a concrsis—-block
chimnzy from the 211's north slope. The housz's foundation has
besn at lsast partly rebuilt with concrete blocks.

Thz irreqularly arranged five-bay main (esast) eavag facadz
possasseg 2 full-length, thres-bav, rscessed, Quesn Anne porch on
the first storv and a two-bav countarpart on the lz2ft half of the
s2cond story. Thes main entrance is placed in a slightly lsfit-of-
center position on the first story, and hung with a one-light,
four-herizontal-panel door. The first-storv porch incorporates
turnsd posts with szpindle brackets, a spindls valance, a turnzad
baluctrade, ball-hezadsd sguare newels at tha entrv opsning, and =z
skirt consizting of cut-out evhele panels and alternating solid
pansls. The second-storyv porch lacks brackets, valancs, and
nawel posts; it shelters an sntry in the second bayvy f£from the lz=ft
end of the facads. The window openings ars fitted with ths two-
ovzr-two sash and plain surrounds common to the houssa.

Thz mzin block's four-bayv south gable facads and the e€ll's threse-
bay south =aves facade combine to form a continuousgs sevan-bay
secondary facade of somewhat irregular arrangsmsnt. Tha only
entry occurs in the left bzavy of ths gable portion; its one-light-
over—-four-panel door is enframed by stepped-out plain pilasters
zupnorting a wide frieze an rebuilt boxed cornice.

Connactad to the west 211, 2 onse—-and-one-halfi- story,ltwo—by—two—
bav. clarbhoardsd shed wing carries an asphalt-shingled gable
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roof. Its mostly open south eaves facade is entered by two broad
carriage bays with canted upper corners. A small gabled
appendage at the shed's northwest rear corner appears to have
been a former privy. The clapboard sheathing has been removed
from part of the one-story, one-by-one-bay appendage; a small
rectangular window opening remains in the north wall, now lacking
a sash. An old plank door leads into the privy from the shed.

A. Barn; c. 1850

Showing moderate disrepair, the relatively small, one—and-one-
half-story, gable-roofed barn consists of a three-by-two-bay main
block and a two-by-one-bay north wing of somewhat reduced scale.
The post—-and-beam structure rests on a fieldstone and concrete
foundation, and is mostly sheathed with clapboards below the
asphalt-shingled roofs.

The main block now contains on the interior six box stalls for
horses next to the three-bay east eaves facade lighted by six-
pane fixed sash. The opposite (west) facade includes an open
animal entry at the right corner and a former entry at the left
corner that has been infilled with vertical flush boards; a loft
opening is centered on the upper level. A loft door remains in
place on the north gable of the north wing. On the other hand,
the clapboards have been removed to create large first-story
openings on the wing's north and east facades.

Attached to the wing's west facade next to the corner of the main
block, a small one-story chicken coop sheathed with vertical
flush boards has a shed roof covered with corrugated sheet metal.
Triple large six-light fixed windows illuminate its west front.

36. Gammell House or Wheelwright Shop Site (Parker Hill Road)

A short distance south of the sugarhouse (B) on the former
Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21), a fieldstone foundation lies about 40
feet back from the stone wall paralleling the west side of the
Parker Hill Road. The foundation incorporates a rectangle
oriented perpendicular to the road that apparently supported the
main block of a building, and the smaller rectangle of a west
wing flush with the north side of the main block. The main
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22124 logs: wood-shingled shed roof with short front szlonz: o

D nen
south front. HNoncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty
y2ars. :
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38. Glynn-Brown Farm (Parker Hill Road)

This inactive farm is located about ons—-quarter mile north of the
interzection of the Parker Hill and Cross Roads. The farmstead
cluster of two extant buildings - a wood-framed house and a2 half-
collapssd barn (A) - stands on the west side of the Parker Hill
Road at the foot of its rather abrupt and curving ascent over a
rocky ridge to the north.

The farm belonged to Isaac Glynn from at least the 1840s until
the 1860s, when he moved to ths village of Saxtons River in
Rockingham township. The Agricultural Census of 1850 records
that Glynn harvested the extraordinary quantity of 1000 bushels
of buckwheat that year on the 1l65-acre farm although his primary
activity, lilke most of his Parker Hill neighbors, was sheep
raiszsing. He was succeeded by Calvin Brown, who rssided here
during the remainder of the nineteenth and into the twentieth
century.

3

h
Unli
s

digstinctive house was built probably during the 1790s.

2 most of the houses in the historic district, it possesse
ve-bay gable facade with a central entrance. The house

lays little ornament other than the high-style Federal

ures that embellish both the gable—-facade entrance and the
imilar entrance on the three-bay eaves facade facing the road.
he barn is sited a short distance northwest of the house next to
tone-wallad paddock. Its upright north half is distinguishad
bv an unusual wagon entrance with canted sides. ’
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south vard of the house is enclosed by parallel stone walls

; the roadside and the edge of a field to the west. The low
dside w=zll is constructed of unmortared flat fieldstone slabs
t apparanuly have been cut along one edge to form a relatively
uniform vertical wall surface. A slab at the north end of ths

o
SLI 9(1)
+
Q)

|

.

»

wall is inscribed with the name, "Park B. Herrick," and a
possible date, either "01" or "07." Several mature apple trees
stand within the vard near the house.
An open field expands westward from the buildings, sloping
radually up*a;d bevond a wooded shallow swale. The field is
boundad by tone walls and second-growth forest of mixed deciduous
and coniferous species. A hedgerow along the south side of this
fizld sep
(#

arates it from the field northwest of the Thite-Hadwen
9)
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essing two public facades with similar entry treatment, the
two—-and-one-halfi-story, five-by-three-bay, clapboarded house

rests on a foundation that has besn faced with concrete. A
molded cornice follows the projecting horizontal eaves; apart
from cornice returns at the lower corners, the closzly cropped
ralking eaves are ornamented only by a molding. Oriented parallel
to the road, the asphalt-shingled gable roof carries a rebuilt

massive brick centesr chimneyv with a stone cap.

The three-bay east eaves facade presents to the road a2 symmetrical
arrangement excepting the right bay of the first story, where
thers has been installed 2 couvled pair of the sixz-over-nine sash
with plzin surrounds common to the house. The central entrance
on this facade has a six—-panel Christian door surmounted by a
four-light transom. Twin slender fluted pilasters flank the
docr, and support a frieze embellished with triglyphs and guttae;
frieze blocks above the outer pilasters bear incised urns. The
enframement culminates in a thin denticulated cornice. The
centrzl entrance on the five-bay south gable facade virtually
replicates this treatment.

A rzcessed, one—and-one-half-story, gable-roofed wing extends
from the north gable facadse, sheathed like the main bleck. Its
five-bay east eaves facade includes a pedestrian entry with a
six-panel door in the third bav from the left and a2 vehicle entry
with double-leaf, vertical-boarded, hinged doors in the right-
end bavy. The first-story window openings contain six-over-nine
sash with plain surrounds whils three six-light fixzsd sash are
spacad regularly along the knesewall. An interior brick stove
chimney rises from the east roof slope near the ridge.

Oriznted parallel to the house, the post-and-beam-framed barn
consists of an erect two-story, gable-roofed north half and

the collapsed remains of an apparently similar south half. The
walls of the north half are shzathed with vertical flush boards,
and the roof is covered with corrugated sheest metal.

Tha main (zast) eaves facads is marked by one large ground-levsl
wagon entrance with canted sides and the outline of another on
the right ith £flush

. The latter has been mostly infilled wi
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horizontal boards around a pass door opening. A six-light £fixzed
sash punctuates the wall on the left of the remaining wagon
entrance.

39. Daniel HMHanahan House (Parlker Hill Road); c. 1964

On= =znd one-half stories; four-by-three bays; wood-shingle
siding; wocod-shingled gable roof with gabled dormer (added 1980)
on northesast slops; main (northeast) esaves facade has three-sided
bay window in v'ght ceqtef position. One-story, gabled hyphen at
southwast corner links to one-story, one-by-one-bay, gabled
garagese wing r“th paneled overhead door on northeast facade.
Moncontributing owing to its age of less than fifty yezars.

40, David Russell House (off Parker Hill Road); 1869

One-storv, ranch-type house; vinyl siding; asphalt-shingled gable

roof; four-bay main (north) eaves facade partly spanned by three-
bay porch with semielliptical-arched bays; exterior fisldstone
fireplace chimney on west gable facade. Reduced, two-bv-two-bay,
gablad =sast garage wing has double-width metal overhead door on
gast gable facade. Built for David and Marjorie Russell by
Valter XRangas of Springfield. NoncontrlbLtlng owing to its ags
than fifty years.

i
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Al Shed: 1969; northwest of house; one story; one-bv-four
bayvs; plywood siding; asphalt-shingled gable roof: south gable
facadz has double-width overhead door. Noncontributing owing to
its ags of less than fifty years.

41. Lance Andrews House (Parker Hill Road); c. 1970

Two stories; staggered-butt, shake-shingle siding; asphalt-
shinglad gable roof; two-bay east gable facade has second-story
open deck; north eaves facads includes paneled overhead garage
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door in left-center bay. Shallow two-story, one-bay, gabled ell

with paneled overhead door on right of north facade.
Noncontributing owing to its age of less than fiftyv vears.

42. Universalist Church Site and Burying Ground (Parker Hill

Road)
Lving istance north of the boundary betwesen Rockingham
and S in the latter township are the only church site
nd ¢ the historic disgtrict. The roughly rectangular
lot encomr the church site nesar the west side of the road
and the cemetery situated farther back on slightly higher ground.
Low fieldstones walls surround the east (front), south, and west
sides of the lot while a chain-link fence has been srected along

the north side.

Pine trees now of medium height have been planted along the
section 0f the north fence corresvonding to the church pvortion of
the lcoct. Pairs of the trees also flank both the front gate and
the uncut granite block that stands within this grassy area to
commamorate the church. The monument bears a rsctangular bronze
placue with the following inscription: 'This Stones Marks the
Site cif "The Society House of Yorship" Built and Usad by ths
Universalist Socisty of Springfiesld, 1790.° -

The church was actually built about 1805. The ons-story

building was constructed of brick presumably made by Levi Harlow,
Sr. at his farm (#48) located about one mile to the north, and
probably laid by Thomas Dana, the master mason who livad nearby.
The building was abandoned probably after the erection in 1833
for thes Universalist Society of a much larger brick church in
Srringfield village. This church was dismantlad in 1853 by
Charlss Holt, a carpenter who then owned the adjacent Walker-
Cutlzr Farm (#43). Holt may have used some of the materials in
other buildings that he constructed in Springfield.

During the first half of the twentieth century, a small
sugarhouse built probably by Leon Cutler stood south of the
monument, oriented parallel to the road. That ons-story,
horizontal-boarded buillding carried a small louvered vent__qt ng
cupola atop the ridge of its gabls roof. The sugarhouses was
removad about 1958.
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A. Burying Ground

The cemetery occupies a rectangular area subdivided from the
remainder of the lot by a low north-south wall of angular
fieldstone interrupted by a central opening with a wood gate.

The ground slopes downward toward the west, and most of the
gravestones are placed in the west half of the cemetery on that
slope. Deciduous trees of medium height bound the south and west
sides of the cemetery.

The historic gravestones face westward away from the church site
and Parker Hill Road. The earliest gravestone - dated 1794 - and
several others predate the church, and the possibility exists
that an early road passed the west edge of the cemetery. Use of
the cemetery declined after the church was closed in the 1830s,
and virtually ceased during the latter nineteenth century. Only
one burial (1984) has occurred this century, and that modest
marker faces eastward in the previously unoccupied southeast
corner.

The gravestones exhibit a limited wvariety of materials and
designs. Most of the burials occurred during the late eighteenth
and early nineteenth centuries, and are marked by the thin slabs
of slate typical of that period. Many of the slate examples have
semicircular heads flanked by narrow perpendicular or
semicircular shoulders while a few have triangular (pointed-arch)
heads. Most are incised with designs depicting especially willow
trees, urns, or faces, and some bear epitaphs in addition to the
usual names and dates. Several marble markers are interspersed,
generally dating from the middle decades of the nineteenth
century and being plainer in design; some of these have
semicircular or segmental heads. A few distinctive soapstone
markers exist, also having semicircular heads and perpendicular
shoulders.



(N'.P.s’)Form 10-900-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

Nationai Register of Historic Piaces
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number Page _73___  Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont
43, Valker—-Cutler Farm (Parker Hill Road)
Among the farmsteads on Parker Hill, this f ..... retainsg the

T

t degree of agricultural activity. Its land straddles
Hill Reoad, and the cluster of three extant buildings lies
west side a short distance north of the boundary between
ngfield and Rockingham townships. The buildings include the
wouse standing next to the rcocad, a turn-of-thz-twentieth-
zntury horss barn (B) to the southwest of the houss, and an

g ninsteenth—century barn (&) set back to the west.

the sites of another barn (C), an ice house (D},
ed (E) as well as a silo that formerly stooﬂ next to the
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was built ¢. 1800 by or for Leonard Walk
sful blacksmith who also kept a tavern hers
ed Betsy Parker, daugbter of Isaac, th
who lived diagonally across the road.

possession of the Cutler family in 1868
purchased it. Eight vears later, Georgs
use (#13) on the former Isaac Parker farm
gon, bought this farm. Leon and his mﬁza, Addie,

until their deaths in 1942 and 1944, respectively.
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v nineteenth-centurvy barn (&) was originzally a typical
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planted by Leon Cutler An undulating former pasturs
own with mixed forest bounds the field and orchard on

ar
2)

ct (l)

3

9
5
Q
[
ot n.l

1))
-
s

a
o b
hw

s (VI
D) ct
Qa (D

oo
-
*

3
Do
N

s B e BV
oM w0
PN () B ) B
W cF ¢ =
(e N0
A
~
m M 3

®
®

Road from the buildings, a former hayrlelc now
ture and enclosed by a high wire fence extends
latively £flat terrain. A shallow depnrsssion
road within the fenced area probably indicsates
house shown on the Doton map of 1855; the building
gone for a long period. Somewhat farther south across
boundary in Rockingham, a copse of trees concsals the

d remains of a ninsteenth-century sheep barn (F). North
fenced area, a broad lane overgrown with brush and trees
ndad by parallel stone walls lszads eastward from the
1i
l

0
[N O]

o K

cFr O

Q
o]
=
=
L ER oS MR NN S o S TR g
H
(o)
(0]
]
ot
o

W g b
FM O 0

h

5

[¢]

H

ct

s N ()]

[

)-
-

M ctr =
M cr Q
8w

(6]

M}

j33]

DY O mI=m
H
1]
*

O
o] ’J 'h L

= 3

&

11 Poad to. a former pasture that has reverted to sscond-
ixad forest.

F
(

nt owners of this farm, Kenton and Mimi Stringham,
agricultural enterprise on a part-time basis. Their
ivity involves the breeding of sheep and goats. Those
now kept on the loft level of the rear barn (A4)

the hay for their winter feed, and gain entry

h gable acade. The ground level of ‘that barn
ast used for that purvoss durin
us' ownar, David Russell,

m here. The stable is currently

f

)
-
3
L

A
]

om0

-
,)
-
i

:
ct
b 3

o]
o
H
B0
(O S
[}
cr B

G

J ]
3

]
:j |-; U.} He je

oS I 1V I s 0}
)

[
3

..
:

U

3

»

t

o

2

Gt O W
[l
JWm D ot

W =D

oot WO -0
O O ™I

]
]

]
¥

Qoo PN
30

50
R
$ Q'

0O

oW
0}
]
o
30 g0
0w -HRPo e

Q
s}
n
[0}

m ® o

o
0 'y
o

.
e

[}
"
O
ol
0
1}
(p}
‘.—\
co
(@]
(@]

|J-
5]
ct
)
]
N
m

the road, the two-and-one-hal?
ront housz vpossesses a post—and-
slab foundation that has been p
walls are sheathed with clapbo
th the horizontal and raking =save
frieze along the horizontal eaves. The

eturns to form pediments on the north and
gable roof is shingled with slats in mize

rey colors. A rebuilt central brick chimney
o

U O

t
e bd H

ct n

I
H\ ct
o]

3

J 1
i

3 U
)

m Y

ﬂ)

.;1
et o O
n

o]
(0]

PINY
b O
8]
Ih (0
o Mo

(V2 el ]

3

2 ﬂ) 1] M-

0
H

(0]

m QO Q= ek
o
n
Q00 o A
O

o -
l_J
Koo

]
ot O
(LN i e

R e O AL
1]

TN

Qu
aq

t

4

¥]

r.)a
£h

[ Sl
0]

0

ct

o



NP8 Form 10-000-a OMB Approvel No, 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number Page _75 __  wWindham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

>
~

[
oF =

a w o

<

in (east) saves facade is arranged symmetr
1 entrance. The broad opening is fitted w
each bearing three raised pans
ix-light transom. The molded surround of
s in a cornice cap. The window openings ar
=)

)

11~
—=d

3 +h

O
:.4
O Q-

0 1=
c
E

)

Q I
o

[V
-
¥
t

o -
s
3]

(AT |

ca
th
s, and
he

(a7 BN NN u
oo L=
|..l
oo
Q
o o
Q
Q
(0]

[e]
-‘
0n

[
o e e

5

m {fud
=S

<

DS B

AT
o
ct
.o
2
s}
[V I o Sl Y

o)
[oa
»
Q
Q

=

3
l—l.

bavs, and fitted with the two-over—-two sash

caps that predominate on the housa.

A LN

IR e IS

(2 {-te

ade has been somewhat altered from its
Added in 1944 at the onset of the PRus
or brick firevlace and furnace chimney
flanked by small six-light fixed sash
same time. A secondary entrance in the left-
contains a four-light-over-two-panel door
holdtd surround and flanked in turn by tapered
ters with molded capitals. This entrance iz
a one-bay, hip-roofed porch with turned posts,
, and serrated wvalance. On the left of the
~size window opening contains a twelve-over-

m
9]

-1t
*
o
-

"]
)]
m o0
(a1
|_I.
J oo (0 TN (/s RN ()]
[

S+ 1)
Q
[0}

o 3
T

j9))
e Je}
I

11

0
[{]

80U

3D

ot ocr !l) '

[oV I e e o o o ) I 1) 4

3

5

[-1e

4

D Q
w8 oOQ

9
O 'y

[ BN ()
I
s
:
ct ot 3 h
o fde .

fon RN
=
o]
(13

3 b

DEH S QN
H 0

[{)]

}J
o ot

o
)
()]

@ O M3 uan
=00
A
~
0 I"

o S
(e

< W0
f

@ ununnaonoaatHo
(S ()]
o

30N

R T ) B

I-‘(‘l‘ o]
n

ook

mo WO LY o

¥
3

= 0o

W ¢t B

ct
ot

4
D ~
0
:3.

2]
~
m

1]

d about 1905 from an original single story wi
ths two-story, clavboarded rear (west) ell c=a
roof. Its south-facade fenestration consists
g—-sided bay window on tha first story and two b-ys
—-two sash with cornice caps on the sscond storv.
ct) end of the ell, a one—-and-ons-half-s toLy,
aned shed wing contrasts by having an asphalt-shinglad
roof. Placed at the £flush joint between the 211 and wing
south facade, a shed entrance with a vertical-plank,
door is crowned by a four-light transom and protected
south eaves facade of the shed wing is enterzd by
ical-hoarded exterior sliding vehicle door with
The rear (west) gable facade is sheathed with
horizontal £lush boards hung with hand-cut
to the northwest rear corner of the shed win
bay clapbeardasd, shed-roofed 211 has been us
usse dL"’“g both the Russell and Stringham ownerships.

"
e
a)

N Q i

ct th K
M ¢t Fh

+
3

(O I Y
H

3 1< O

o+ 0
®
)]
H
2‘
=
®
ﬂ

U o
B (VI & 3
O

’
3

3o 0
S A I S =

oW

o
w3 g HO A ot Y

1)

O
o
E
=
]

{-
|
(.

O
e}
<4 .
He-

D om

o

Moo o
.’3 cF HQ

o S VRS R O}

(IS

&
S BV

g

4

-~
vom
3ot K
O I3 He ot
Qo
D

(0 B S B Y

(D [ (V]

S O B I

nom
0]
|
4 N
-~ ct
0 ) s

0]

o

hows the house in a
the main facade, a
d posts with screoll-
vosts weres later re
hing one-bay porch

- 3
D O
3 rt
m O

3

30
ct B
v
g
jun

Q
salle}

ko]

n criQ 0N

ct M O

0

I-h

3 1= 0
O e

D Lk
ey
o 0
0]
=
0
(0]
H
[3)]
o+
(I)
—~ N
O t

=
1

4

30

e}

Q

[0}

w

0 'g

n

e
(= S B B |

nc
lustyr adc.
zd posts.)

ot o
g

0 T
(§)] ("l (o]
(VIS TIR
H
=g l" M ct

v
™)

(]

v

!

¥

= N
3

i

=

9]



NP8 Form 10-600-a OMB Approvel No. 10840018

United States Department of the interior
National Park Service

Natlonal Reglster of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District
Section number _7 Page 16 Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

left—-centzr entry on the south facade, where a two-over—-two sash
occupnied sach side bay. Louvered wood shutters wers hung at the
windows. A massive center chimnsy with a corbeled car emerged
from the east roof slope zt the ridge. The rear ell was onlv ons
story in height with a gable roof; the right bav of its south
facads was occuried by a two-over-two sash and the lzft-bav
carriages entrance appears to have had double-leaf, hinged doors.
a. Bzrn; c. 1820
Thz sarlisr of the two extant barns encloses ths west side of the
barnvard, being orisnted perpendicular to the house's shed wing.
The original portion of this two-story, gable-roof=d barn is
framed with hand-hewn timbers and mortise-and-tenon joints: some
hand-cut nails are also present. The later south sxtension
combdines post-and-beam and balioon framing. The Ifrcent (east) and
south facades are mostly clapboarded while the less visible rear
(v1est) faczde is sheathed partliy with vertical flush boards.
Framed with log rafters, the roof is covered with corrugated
sheet mstal.
Thz two-bay south gable facade includes the upper-—-lzaveal main
zntranczs in the central position, consisting of doublz-leaf,
vertical-boardzd, hinged doors. 2 vertical-plank pass door
occurs immediately to the left. The gable is lighted by coupnled
giz-pans-over-nine pane fi:xsd sash that have raplacad a hay doo
a beam supporting the metal track of a hay fork continues to
projzct from the gable peak. 2 cylindrical metal bin for

1 f2ed stands arect next to the right side of this faczade.
The =azt eaves facade revsals the division between the original
barn and the south extension at the ground level where the
exztznsion lacks enclosurs. The original ground story is now
punctuztad by four openings; two pass doors alternate with two
siz-1light fizsd sash.
B. Horse Barn; c. 900
Sszparatad from the house's shed wing only by a driveway, this
bharn razpsats the north-south orientation of thes rezr barn and
dzfines the southeast 3ide of the barnyard. The onz-and-ons-—-
half-story horss barn gains an ex posed basemant halfi-storyv on ths
22zt z2nd noxrth facades. TFullv visible from ths road, the
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cl building is trimmed with corner boards, door and
wi ounds, and a boxed cornice and fascia zlong the esaves.
Co h corrugated sheet metal, the barn's gabls roof
b2 asvmmetrical on the south half where the rzar (west
sl tends downward over a2 shallow wing.
The azvmmstrical five-bay main (east) eaves facade includes a
carriage 2ntrance in the left-central position. An sarth ramp
with f£ieldstone retaining walls leads to the vertical-boardad
interior cliding dcor. Flanking the ramp at ground lavel are
open bays with canted upper corners that serve for storags of
mechzanical =quipment. The main story is lighted by two-ovar-two
sash in thres regularly spaced bavs on the right of the carriags
entrance and ons on the left.
The south gable facade is punctuated ragularly on ths main story
by five single~light horse stall windows. A small diagonzlly
brzacsd, vertical-boarded, interior-hingsd loft door (suitable
ocnly for baled hay) enters the left side of the gable while a
full-zizad, two-over-two sash lights the gable pezk.
C. #azt Barn Foundation
Another ninetesenth-century barn formerly enclosad thes north side
of the barnvard, being oriented perpsendicular to the rear barn
(2) and linked by a short hyphen to its northeast cornsr. This
onz—and-ong-half-story, wood-—-framed, gable-roofed barn was
rzmoved about 1953. Its partly missing fieldstons foundation
measurses about 27 fest (north-south) by 48 feet (east-west).
D. ZIcez House Foundatior
Heazuring 14 by 22 fz=t, the foundation of a2 nineteenth-century
icz houss lies betwaen the two extant barns (2 and B). The north
and zast sides of the foundation are bhullt of fiszldszstone while
the south znd west sides are concrete. The one-story,
clapboarded, gable-roofed ices house was removad zbout 1960.
E. Shed F dztion
Scuthzast of the horse barn (B), a stone and concrete foundation
marks tha site of a shed built probably by Leon Cutler and used
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asphalt-shingled gable roof; north eaves facade has twin largs
siz-panzl, bzadboarded, sliding doors. One-story, ons-bay, flat-
roofzd west wing. Built for Edward Prescott by Howard Blodgett
cf Springfield. WMoncontributing owing solely to itz age of less
than t ars.

Straddling the boundarv between Rockingham and Springfield
tewnshins, this houss site lies about one-half mile west of the
Parker Hill Burving Ground (#42) and a short distance north of
tha crascent Clossen Pond. The site was originally reachsd by a
road that esxtended in a north-south direction and intersected the
socutherly road between the Parier Hill hamlet and the Brockways
Miils ey to the west. Ths north-south road was abandonzd
robzily =zarly in the ninetesnith century, and has virtually

i ared. The area surrounding the site has reverted to

growth mixsd forest.
Tim éd Eunice Closson and family moved to Parksr Hill from
Rocking village prior to 1739. Closson bought the southwest
cornzy of Lot No. 41 in Springfield from Isaac Park=sr, the
namesalke of the community and its primary esarly developsr. Ths
sizz of the cellar hole indicates that onlvy a modest houss was
built here for Closson, a weavar by tradse. Nevertheless, his
scon, Ichakod, along with the latter's wife, "Sally, and fanmily
a2lzo livad here until the deaths in 1807 of both Timothv and
Tchakod, thea latter on the dav that Sallv gave birth to their
tenth child.
The town boundary follows a partly collapsed fieldstons wall that
pazses through the sitz in an sast-west direction. Adjoining ths
south side of the wall, the sloping depression of a fcormer cs=llar
holzs mesasures about 15 by 22 feet, the longsr dimension being
rerpendicular to the wall., Deciducug treses and brush a2re now
agrowing within the depression. A shallower deprasssion of about 2
by 12 fazst continuszz north of the wall, matching the zast lins of
the cellary hole. Mortheast of the *atber depregsion, =
fizldstone wall begins at 2 point about 24 fe=t from ths wall
thz town boundzry and sxtsnds northward.
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S 21 stone foundations and numerous sitone (fznces) walls
marh site of this long-abandonad farm at the interssction of
twe z2handonzsd roadgs west of the Parker Hill Road. The building
foundations occupy the northwest guadrant of the probable
intergsection between an early north-south road and a more heavily
constructed northeast-southwest road connecting the Partsr Hill
Rezd znd the Brockways Mills Road in the next vallsy to the wegst.
The interssction occurs at the crzast of a saddle iﬁ the ridgs
hst Parker and Cobble Hills. The 2ntire area hag overgrown
wit! 1zed deciduous and coniferous forest.
Thz north-gsouth road was openad in the late eightsanth century
but was soon supplanted by the presant Parker Hill Rozd:; only
trzczz of it are now visible. The northeast-southwest road was
officizily laid out in 1795, and continusd in use possibly until
twantizsth century. The latter road follows a natural
ravi n the stzepzr west side of the ridge. Its surface
remaing obvious and passablse by vehicles intendzd for rough
terrain although it is not now a public thoroughfars.
The houze on this site was built probably around thz turn of ths
ninsztesenth century. George Cutler (1793-1858) and his wife
Scrphiz, purchased the farmstead in 1829 and remainad hers a
unknown length of time, possibliy until their deaths.  Thes B
mar of 12859 identifies the owner as "G L Cutler," or Georgs
Cutlexr (1825-1911), the =lder son of George who amassad =xt
1znd heldings and became the principal sheep farmsr on Parker
Hill during the latter half of the nineteenth centurv. George
Lewisz purchased his first farm (the site of #13) on Parksr Hill
Road in 1254, and the house on this site was undoubtedly
inhabitad bv tesnants aftesr his parents ceased to live here. Tt
is not Inown how long the house rzmained standing theresafter.
Thz houszs was constructaed of brick and was banksed against the
rising ground like another sarlv brick houss (#48) in the
vicinity, that built ¢. 1791 by Levi Harlow (and, coincidentally,
occunisd by Gsorge Lewis Cutler a century latesr) on the Parker
Hill Road. Harlow was the first brickmaker on Parker Hill, and
the brick usad in this houss almost certainly came from his yard.
Alsn like the Harliow-Cutler Houszs, this houses presumesbly facad
2zst and presented an saves facade to the north-south road.
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The house's rear facade, therefore, would have rested on the
present six-foot-high stone wall that extends about 40 feet in
north-south length. The unmortared wall is constructed of
irregular fieldstone laid horizontally with cut edges forming a
relatively smooth interior surface. Similarly constructed
perpendicular walls slope downward on the 28-foot north and south
sides, following the ground surface. About 16 feet from the
rear wall, the north wall dwindles to the low foundation of
roughly shaped stone blocks that extend around the remainder of
the foundation's perimeter. About 12 feet from the rear wall,
the south-side wall intersects another perpendicular wall between
two and three feet in height that extends 16 feet southward.

This south projection probably served as the foundation for a
south wing.

Many bricks are scattered on the ground within the perimeter of
the house foundation. What appear to have been the mortared
brick bases of chimneys exist within the southwest and northwest
quadrants of the floor area. The positions of these bases
indicate that the house did not have a single center chimney.

A. Barn/Shed Foundation

About 25 feet north of the house foundation, a smaller

but similar foundation apparently carried a banked barn or other
outbuilding. Its west wall aligns with the corresponding house
wall, extending 22 feet in length and being about six

feet in height. It is built of smaller and thinner slabs of
fieldstone than the house foundation. The north side wall of
this foundation roughly matches the 28-foot length of

the corresponding house wall but it has mostly collapsed. The
south wall tapers downward following the slope and stops about
halfway along the same linear dimension.

From the northwest corner of the smaller foundation, low
fieldstone walls (fences) extend north and west on the higher
ground to intersect perpendicular walls that apparently enclosed
a barnyard. A deeply worn path probably created by livestock
leads northwestward through a short lane bounded by parallel
stone walls to a former pasture on the hillside, now overgrown
with mixed forest.
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47. Gzz2r-Polling House (Parlzr Hill Rozd)
Thiz heouss and three associatad outbuildings are situated in 2 _
partly wooded swale whare Parker Hill Road crosses thes headwaters
of Commizsary Brook Jjust north of the intersection with Lower
Parizer Hill Road. The cluster of buildings reliates both to a
= l-scals industrial enterprise, a tannery, that existed here
d ng =2t least the first half of the nineteenth century, =and a
zmall dziry farm that was conducted hers during the latter
ninztezenth and early twentieth centuries.
A perscon by the name of Gesar owned the tanns
the ninstesenth century, and mary have bean the
usa. (zn sarlizr house stood across the road next to the
.)  In 1806, ¥William Thaver, Jr., moved herz from the
farm (#8) on the Lower Parker Hill Road to learn the
trade; he purchassd the business and houss zbout 1812 and
3 herzs until 1833, Samuel Rollins was opsrating the
by 1842 and he continusd to own the house zt lszst until
s was nrobably the last onerator of thzs tanvard although
ot known how long the business remained activa.
Tha house standszs psrpendicular te the west side of the Parker
HiZl Zezd. An English barn (&) follows the same orientation to
the wast of thes nouss. A modern cottage (B) has bzesn built
southwast of the barn, oriented perpendicular to it. The third
building in the clustsr, a modern garage (C), is sited on the
czst side oI the road. ‘
Adiacant to the upstream (west) side of the road, a concrets
hezdagzts impounds the brook to form a small pond. It is not
tneown whether this pond was built originally to sesrve ths tannerwy
pposite (east) side of the rozd. Nothing remains of ths
14 of a small shop south of the house where
boots and shoes during his ownership of the
Houesszs; <. 1800
Facing scuthward to take advantage of winter sunlight, this %wo-
and-onz-half-storv, five-bv-threse-bay, esaves-front houss
DCcssesses a post—and-beam frame, and was sheathsd in the early
1980s with aluminun siding over the original clapboards. The
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heouszz2 wzsts on a foundation that has been mostly rshuil
along the south and eazst facadszs and concrete blocls o
facade. A projscting cornice follows both the horizon
rzlking vee, and rsturns acroszgs the szast gable facade
pzdiment. The gable roof is coversd with asphalt shin
rebuilt large interior brick chimney rises from the up
(rez2t) corner of the roof's szouth slove.
Th {south) eaves facadz igs arranged symmetricall
cs ezntrance with a replacement six-panel door. F
the door are sidelicghis of two-thirds length with four
glazing above a single raized »anel on tha spandrel.
cornice above tha doorway abuts the ceiling of a ons-b
perch with square posts that was mostly rebuilt in the
1980s;: ths porch's sarlier deck 1ncorD0?atﬁs a circula
laid in concrzte. The window openings on this facads
2lsewhzre on the house are fittsd mostly with two-ovar
T surrounds were ramovad vwhen the aluminum siding wa
b louvered wood shutters continus to hang at the opz
th=2 reoad, the threse-bhay zecondary (east) gzblszs
25 a right-center entyance with a plain surround
iz sacsh in the gabla. An 2xtarior brick firenla
s the left-central position: added during ths 19
v raplacsed an original interior brick chimney th
pondad to the existing chimney at the opposites e
rcof slope.
AtTzach the main block's west gable facade, z two-
four-h s2e-bay, post-and-beam-framed, aluminum-side
shad as been altered reveatedly during its exist
wing s ther moved here from another site or built
indapand lv from the main block, being structurally
by azbout thress f22t. It was raised during the ninetes
frem an oxiginal single story in height, and extsndsd
few feet in breadth by the present owners, who also ha
it »artly to living space.
Th ur-hav gouth zavaszs facadse includes a ricgh
en fted from =z previous left-center position
£1 indow openings contain new one—-over—-ons S
S1 ng) whi lz th2 zz2cond story retains histor
o ik main block. 2Added during thes 1
a2xtarior brick firesplac 2 chimnsy bhisecte the west gzbl
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2. DRBarn; c¢c. 1850

A1lzo facing scouthward for wintzr warmth, a ons-and-on
story, zaves—-front barn of English type possesses a n
tznonsd, post-and-beam frame. The barn is shesathed
replacement flush horizontal boards except for clapbo
223t gable facade. The gablzs roof is covered with as
shingles. 2 small one-story, onz-bay, shed-roofed =i
£rom the wazt gable facade.

Th (south) =saves facadzs is punctuated by five b
inclu 2 central wagon entrancse with doubls asxtsri
ho idin cors. A vertical-boarded, hingesd p=2
ant za o) 2r 0f this facadza. Vindow opsnings o
cf wagon 2ntrance contain, respectively, z twalvs
== the ricght a2nd coupnled two-light sash on ths 1
= 12 facadse, threses bavs of horizontal six-pans
1 2 formar cow stablz on the greound lsvel whils
%7 four—-pane sash lights the ¢gzable.

Thz circular mortarad fieldstone foundation of a form
a sheort distance south of the barn. A shed may havs
steood bztween the barn and the silo. Other shesds app
linksd thes zast 2nd of the barn and the west wing of
2. Buckingham Cottage/Office; 19623

Situztad southwest of the barn, this partly two-cstory
thres-bay, azluminum-sided building carriss an asphalt
cgable ro&f with asymmetrical slopes. The higher rzar
slorne acconmmodatzs a full second story used as an 2ng¢
o c h the first story contains residentizl =pa
£ t zaves facade includes the ons-over-ons
t wilding and a right-center entry with a gabls
i The thrse-bzay south g=zbls faczde has th
s and, on tha rijht, an exterior brick fire
Tt t on of this building was performed for E
B Ghanm, 2 current owner, by Walter Kangas of Sp
and his ¢rew; it was the first kbuilding that Kangas ¢
omnsr of & conitracting firm that continuss active a
(1299} . 1lMenceatributing owing to its age of lesz tha
I T Ra S .

ays,
or wvertical-
ss doovr
n zach sids
-light fized
aft. On the
fixad sach

a large

er silo
formerly

arsntly
the house.

o
B
|

o
o

3 1h
3

O ® =0

|
)
v
'
)
D

3o~
3]

)]

3~ 1=

1 e ot

M 3

'
b

¥
h Q

[31 I

U

.
¥

[aTRND]

Q

P

{2

0

YO Ll Qe
a oo

®» a0

jde |-
-1Q ct
S

jal

=
N BEUIN

jeh)

v

ot O 1
Koot

o o

0]
(D
5]
0

jox
th®'C 30

[
o
~

ey



m&m 10-000-2 OMB Approvel No. 10240018

United States Department of the Interlor
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Piaces

Continuation Sheet

Section number __7

Page 85 __

Parker Hill Rural Historic District
Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

C. Carage; 1982
Sited z2crozz the Parker Hill Road from the house, this ons-storvy
two-byv—-two-bay, gable-roofed garacges contrasts with the other

on thz propertv by heing constructed of concrete blocks

heorizontal zaves of the asphalt-shinglsd roof. The

z zhaathed with vertical flush boards. The two-bzav

le front is entered br twin paneled overhead doors whils

or provides sntrvy on the west eaves gide. The window
or are fitted with four-light metal sash A reacesssead onz-
bay, shed-rcofzd wing with a pass door.on its south front
nrojscts from the east side of the main block.
ﬁcncantribvting owing to its age of less than fifty vears,
42, Harlow-Cutler Farm (Parks:r Hill Road)
Thisz inactive farm adjoins the west side of the Parker Hill Road
abcut cne—quarter mile north of its intersection with the Lower
Parksr Hill Road. Two buildings - a unigue brick housz and =&
larasz bank barn (A) - survivse to reprassent the architectural
character cf the farmstead. The esaves—-front house faces eazstward
on =z relatively desp set~back from the road, and thes barn stands
somewhat higher on the moderate slope a short distance behind the
housze to the northwest.
In 1737, Lezvi Harlow, Sr. bought rart of Springfi=1ld Lot No. 42
and sattlaed his familvy on this farmztead. He przacticed the trads
cf - Ting, and und m icks use=sd in the
cons ion of his house. lzv depo to the neorthwest of ths
hous have bezn thes sourcs of hig material; in rscant
d=ca T has been partlv =xcavated for a pond. Harlow may
hzvs the mason who actually buillt the house although the
hist sources refer only %o his activity as brickmaker, the
trads usd also by his sons.
T case, thes house holds the disgstinction of having its main
£ 12id in Flemish bond - the only exampnle in the Parlker Hill
h ¢ district -~ although it displavs littls stvlistic
dzcoraticon. Unliks anvy othar historic Parker Hill house, the
heou 3z banked against the zleope zo that only a gingls story
vizzz zbova grads on the rzar facade., The nrazgent appsarance of
the houze reflects a2 rencovation formed about 1930 foxr the
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ner, Mary Rowland.

During the middles 1890s, CGzorgs Lewis C
thiszs farm after being bankruntad by the
markzst. Previously Cutlser had beean ths
farmer on Parker Hill, owning 2t least t
rapra the Italianate house (#13
ths bout thrze-guartars of a mile
apparantly raiszd turkevs and Zept multi-acr Dr
whils living on this farm until his dszath in 1911,
Several mature anple trees ceonstitute a small orchard south of
the houssz, protscted by z stone wall along the roadside. 2n open
havfisld exztends westward from the orchard, bounded partly bv
stons walls and the barn at its north edge Parzlliel stons walls
form & lane that lsads westward from the nortt front of the barn
to I 2y pasturss bevond the pond. Another field ascends the
me 2 glore north of the harn, bounded by sscond-growth forest
of 4 deciduous and conifesrous spsciss.
Hougz; ¢, 17921
Crizntad parzllsl to the read, the five-bv-threse-bav vernacular
briclk housz rssts on a ¢granite foundation. Only ths main (zast)
facads iz laid in Flemish bond; the other walls arse laid in five-
courss Amsrican bond. A »nrojscting cornice follows ths
herizontal saves without gable returns while the raking eavez ars
¢iozzly croppmad. Thz asphalt-shingled gabls roof carriss a
razbuilt large square brick chimnev with a stone capv in 2 lefi-
centar position at the ridge.
The five-bayv main eaves facade is arranged symmet;lcally around =a
ra2cessed central entrance. Installed during the ¢. 1950
tion, the =sntrance =2nsemble incorporates z broad twalve-
Zoor and five-light transom flanked by ten—-pan=zl reveals;
storic door with four tiers of raised panels was recyclezd
heuzz in Belleows Falls villages to the southeast in
am township. The opaning is enframed by smooth pilasters
isze blocks and crownad by a segmental cornicz. Above
ends of the cornice, the outer upper corners of splayed
2y courses ars partly visibls; these belong tc the
ntzl treatment of the doorway that apparently matched
t first-story window opanings. A porch added to this
aklv in the latter nineteenth century was removad
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during the rencvation.
The vtindow openings on the first story are distinguished bv
segmental-z2rched hsads formed by splayed brick soldier courses.
Thzzze openings are fitted with the sixz-over—-six sash common to
the houss, also installed during the c¢. 1950 project. On the
ncrith gable facads, thes second-story, the left-bay windcw opening
wzs infilled with brick in 1961.
ront (right) bay iz expossd on the first ztory of ths
south gablzs facade, the remainder besing banked zgainst
zloping ground. A fieldstone retaining wall
lzr to this facadzs indicates the former sxistence of a
wing. On the interior, the first story bscomes a
indeyr thze rear (west) half of the house.
r23t) zaves facades contrasts markedly with its front
2. Its single main story i1s punctuated by only three
2 cluding an off-center entrancz with a six-panel decor
flankead by halfi-length, eight-nans sidelights: this ensamble was
2 instzllasd c. 1950. 2Add=d during the same period to the wast
£ 3lopz, a continuous shed dormar offsets the original lzaclk of
abcove- de sescond storv: the dormesr is lighted by casesmant
dows i ight and 1=2ft positions.
Attached in 1961 to the main biock's north gabls facades, & cna-
onz~hzlf-story, wood-framed and aluminum-sided wing with an
aszhalt-shingled gablzs roof renlaced a deterioratsd historic
counterpart The wing extends two bays along its =2ast saves
fzacade, the openings being a broad three-part pic =
a right-cornzr =ntry. Thz2 wing connects to a con D
two-hby—two-bay garage =211 of matching form and sh hi
panzlad overhead doors enter its sast gable front
semicirculzr gable fanlight; its north saves cgide
zix-over—-six sash.
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s 2r barn exists at thzs Fletcher-Tanner Farm (#7). The
b —and-batten exteriocr sheathing was appliz=d together with ths
o) gated sheset metal on the roof during a reshabilitation of ths
b deone in the 1960z for the pressent ownars.
The (north) =aves facads includes wagon =ntrances centerad
L h the left and right halves. The right entry iz markad by
an sxterior vertical-bhoarded sliding door while ths lszft entry
has two-lszi, plvweood, hingesd doors. Two of the intermedizts
ontain cournled six-ovar-sixn sash with horizontal lights and
o) surrounds. The orposite (south) facade includes a basement
%a;on entrance with double exterior veritical-bozrdzad zliding
docrs zurmounted by triplet two-light fixed sash serving as an
enlairgsd transon.
4%, HWillism Leach Houss (Pavker Hill Road); c¢. 1963
story, IZour-by-two-bay, ranch-typz houss; svnthetic =ziding;
chalf-zhinglad shallow gable roof; main (=zast) eavzs facade has
yight—-centay recessed entry. Connected to southwest rzar cornsr,
oné~storv, two~by—-one~-bav, ¢gablsd garzge wing has twin panslzsd
overhzad doors on sast eaves facade. Moncontributing owing to
itz zgez of lesg than fifty vears.
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50. Gould—-Hadwen Farm (Parker Hill Road)

The northernmost farmstead on the Parker Hill Road before it
descends abruptly to Hardscrabble Corner also marks the north
edge of the historic district. The farmstead cluster of four
extant buildings lies along the west side of the road opposite
the driveway to the Damon-Baker Farm (#1). The land associated
with the Gould—-Hadwen Farm ascends the east slope of Pudding Hill
to the west of the buildings.

During the early nineteenth century, this land belonged to the
Harlow family, who then owned the Harlow-Cutler Farm (#48) to the
south. In 1822, William Gould (1788-1871) bought the land; he
was married to Clarissa Damon (1791-1875), a daughter of Samuel
Damon who lived on the farm across the road. The extant brick
house was erected as their residence although the year is
uncertain; the date 1831 appears on the attic wall of the south
gable, apparently inscribed while the original mortar was fresh.
Thomas Dana, Parker Hill's resident brick mason, was probably the
builder. Gould owned the saw and grist mills at the hamlet later
known as Goulds Mills on the Black River in the valley to the
northeast. He sold the farm and moved there in 1864.

After an interim ownership, the farm was acquired early in 1872
by Oliver R. and Ella W. Hadwen and it remained in their
possession until 1910. A painting made by Emily Hadwen about
1880 shows the farmstead at the height of its agricultural
activity with numerous outbuildings around the house. In 1938,
Ralph C. and Helen M. Baker acquired this farm together with the
adjoining Damon-Baker Farm, and have since become the longest-
term individual owners in the history of both farms.

The imposing Federal style house dominates the cluster of
buildings on the Gould-Hadwen Farm. The brick house and an
elongated, partly brick, partly wood-framed south wing parallel
the Parker Hill Road. Three smaller outbuildings are sited on
the rising ground to the northwest of the house, set back from
the road. A former cottage (A) that stood originally behind the
house was moved probably during the late nineteenth century and
converted to a shed on its present site; Ralph Baker has
subsequently enlarged the building to serve as his office. A
former milkhouse (B) and a shed (C) represent the agricultural
activity that ended here prior to 1940.



NP§ Form 10-000-a OMB Approvel Ne. 10240018

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number Page 20 Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

Szverzl othsy agriculturel outhuildings forne adjacent
to ths prezsnt survivors. A photograph taksn during the
12tz ninetesnth century shows both connected ched
ons—and-ons—~hali-ztory, verticzl-becardsed, gab 2d barns and
chads Orisnted on an sast-west axis, an Eng barn stood
atz2ly west of the prasent office (A); central doubla-leaf,
wngon doors entered its south eaves facade. A hvphen of
1w waduced gcale connsctad the firgt barn and a sinilar
arn partly visible north of ths present shed (C).
T 0f the zame shzad (C) and also paralleling its
on, a smaller shad - »robably used for storing grain -
stone corner piers; a hinged pass door zntered its =zast
facade. Yet another shed, and the only visibls building
2d ¢cn a nerth-scuth axis, stood south of the extant shzad
. The sast side of the barnyard was snclosed by a bosxrd Ifsncs
wth of the granary - whose sast entry was ouiside thz =znclosurs
- and =z gtone wall with a wood wagon gate to the north.
P lv =2arly in this century, a wood-stave cylindrical silo was
2 24 bastwzan the English barn and the shed/offics (A). Both
we ztzriorating whan the Bakers acquired ths farm, and wars
T d akbout 1 The concrete silo bass remains in placs
1 T a ro : izt te the west side of the shad/office.
Thz other LLbL11d1n3 foundations have been removad.

jiite} open f£izlds bounded by stone walls now surround the

cl of buildings and =xtend along the west zide of the rozd.

Thz lzrgest havifield expands northward £from thse outbuildings,

d ing thes moderatz slopzs toward the Sesavers Brook vallsv. A

1 rmed by parallel stone walls leads westward from the

fo baranvard to formsr pastures where regensrating mixed

Zo: now Zlanks the f£izids and ascends the zlopses of Pudding

Tiil. ZAZlong thz east side of the Parksr Hill Reoad oppositz this
arc th2 open haviislds of the Damon-Baker Farm.

Exzhihiting nearly its original sxterior appearance, the Federal
stvls, szavss-front house of Georgian plan rises two zand one-halsf
storizs from a foundation of toolad granite blcocks talien from the
so—-callad Scrzbbls Quarry te the northeast. The brick walls ars
1224 in Zmerican bond that variss bestween nine d twelwve in the
numbar of stretcher courses. The brickwork rat in niches znd
crachks many fl=cks of what anpears to be naint hitewrazh;
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anth-century photogranhs show the walls in a2 distinctly

color. A molded wood cornice with short gabls returns

s both the horizontzl and raking eaves of ths slate-
gzbls rcof. The present cornice was installed in 1939
élate was applied to replace dsteriorated wood shinglss;
nal cornics was planed from single timbzer.

Thre=z ractangular bricl: chimnevs surmount the roof, bzing
olz th (north and south) interior ends of ths front
Yea and ths north end of the rear {(west) sleopse. Thse
=i orth chimnevs are diztinguished by corbeled cans. Thsa
+iginal southeast chimney was destroved in 1959 by =z bolt of
1i:i,nina, and thz replacement is somewhat larger in plan and has
a ctona—-slab cap; above ths roof, this chimnev iz built of
hizteric briclk zalvaged fr the rren-Maxwell Hcuse, demolished
to ¢l the zarsa fog the th gfield flood control dzan on
thz B River. The southwsst ant of the roof originally
carri interior chimnesy »lac the horizontal eaves:
hot at chimney was trunca £t the attic lesvel during thse
iz enth century, probadlly ng to water lesalage.
Th 2y main (zast) facadz is arranged symmetrically around
2 eitral entrancs approached by massive tooled granite
stz 5111, The broad sixz-panel Christian door is flanked by
threzs-»n=2 cidelights of two-thirds length above single-pansl
spandrelz.  The sideliqhts are enframed on both sidses by slzander
_ lzd pilasters. A continuous reeded friszs band with steppad-
hezads spang the openings. An unusuallv broad
21 louversd fan crowns the 2nsemble. Paired in the
the facade, ths window cpenings ars fittaed with ths
sash, granite gills, and louverad wood shuttesrs
thz hous=.

Thz le facads i3z arranged asyvmmetrically with
the ada bay main story occupving a left-central
poziticn. The lzss regularly arrangsed rear (west) =saves facads
includes soms twslve-ovar-—-twelva sash that were probably originzl
£o tThe housz. Projscting from the left side at ground level, =2
smzll conea—-story, one-bav, brichk vestibule with a slate-shingied
gablz roof provides a bassment sntry.

st fzcadse, the one-

brick north half

clapbhoardad south

roof . Each thrae-
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bay half of the east eaves facade has a right-center entry
flanked by window bays of six-over-six sash except on the left
end of the south half where a broad semielliptical-arched opening
with a keystoned surround is now filled with split firewood.
Marking the joint between the halves of the wing, a rectangular
brick chimney emerges from the east slope at the ridge.

Attached to the south end of the wing and following its
orientation, a modern (c. 1960) one—-and-one-half-story, three-by-
two-bay garage wing has replaced an historic shed extension of
the wing. The clapboarded garage carries a slate-shingled gable
roof whose slopes match those of the wing but extend farther
downward. Its three-bay south gable facade is entered by triple
smooth overhead doors, each crowned by a semielliptical-headed
surround. The two-bay east eaves facade of the garage is lighted
by six-over-six sash with louvered wood shutters.

Photographs of the house taken about 1880 show that the present
south half of the historic wing then constituted the middle third
of the elongated wing. In place of its broad semielliptical-
arched opening, there existed a four—-panel pass door flanked on
the left by coupled twelve-light fixed sash and at the same
height on the right by a rectangular opening filled with sticks
of drying firewood. The southernmost third of the wing was
clapboarded and its wood-shingled gable roof matched that of the
other sections. Serving as the carriage shed, its east facade
was entered by two vertical-boarded, exterior sliding doors.

The grounds of the house are shaded by mature maple and other
deciduous trees. Several tall coniferous shrubs along a
fieldstone wall with a flagstone coping shelter the main block
from the road. Behind the wall, a flagstone terrace has replaced
a nineteenth-century driveway that bowed toward the house from
the road.

A. Shed/office; c. 1850, moved c. 1890, enlarged 1968

The northernmost of the three outbuildings consists of the
original one—and-one-half-story, two-by-one-bay. gable-roofed
main block (the former shed) and an added (1968) one-story, two-
by-three-bay south wing plus a porte-cochere. The main block
rests on a fieldstone foundation while the south wing has
concrete; both are clapboarded. The main roof is wood-shingled
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Vermont

shallow-pitchsad
n 2longat=d4d lou
the ridge of th:
chimney 2ngages
Thz main block now lacls an sntrance. The north g
ba 21terad by the installzation of a huge plate-g
th irzt story below counlad twelve-over-twelve 3
lugs) . The two-hzav east and wzst eaves facades ar
ps z—-over—-twelve sash with »nlain surrounds.
Thz main entrancs occurs on the wing's single-bav
facads The docr with 3i:x molded panels 1s f£lanke
D: delights of two-thirds length above spandrs
pak: pansls. The sidelights are enframed by sl=
pi rz that carry bullssve hzad blocks linked b
he —ontal zurround. This zntirs snsemble was sal
Sz n Houss that stood in tha nearby township of
V= nt until <. 1960, whan it together with the ¥
citad above and manv othsr hisztoric building
i ke the Army Corps of Endginsers to clsar
2z Morth Springfield f£lood control dam on the Bla
wing's south fzcade includes a central secondarv e
bavs occupiad by historic twelve-over-twelvs sash.
cochzra with gguare posts chelters this facads und
of the winc's roof.

[bv}
;.
T

¥

o]

n

W

9]

[-3
Ko}
o
[$7]

ng directly south of, and oriented paral
hig one-story, two-bv-two-bay. gable-roo:
uze is gheathed with wood shingles both or
2f. The main (south) gable facade has =z
sheltarad by a modern gablaed hood on knse brac
is lighted by one of the six-pane fixed window
sursound commen to the buildiﬁg. '
C. Shed: <. 1850

able facade hzas
lass window on
acsh in the

2z lightzad by

72sStT 2avas

é by twzlva-

iz with single

nder Tlutad

v a fiutead

vaged from thsz

Tzathersfiesls,

arren-~iaxwell
the ar=za for

¢l River. The

ntrv and side
A porte-

= an extension




mmm 10-900-2 OMB Approvel No. 10840018

United States Department of the Interior
Natlonal Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District
Section number _7___ Page _24 _  windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

Ggablz recof is wood-shingled A vertical-boardsd pnaszs door hangs
on iron strap hingess at thes 1l2ft side of the one-bay zast ga:lé
fazade. RBoth the north and zouth esaves facades ars illuminated
by couplad sash in the east bav (twelve-over-—-twelves on thsz
north and nine-ovaer-sixes on the south), and the noxrth

fzcads 2also has a six-over—-six sash in the west (right) bay
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The Parker Hill Rural Historic District holds significance for
embodying the distinctive characteristics of an historically
agricultural landscape that has evolved through a two hundred-
vear period beginning in the 1780s. The several farmsteads
located within the historic district contain a variety of
domestic and agricultural buildings, including a predominant
group of vernacular Federal style and Georgian plan farmhouses
that reflects the late eighteenth- and early nineteenth—-century
period of most intensive settlement and development. The Parker
Hill landscape and extant farm buildings represent the dominant
trends of nineteenth- and twentieth-century Vermont agriculture,
including sheep raising, dairying, and diversified farming. The
single high-style (Italianate) farmhouse (#13) illustrates the
outstanding success of George Lewis Cutler in the sheep business
during the latter nineteenth century. Furthermore, the Allbee-
Abbott Farm (#28) represents the scientific approach to crop and
pasture management developed during the 1920-40 period by
university and industrial research, and applied on that farm by a
leading authority, John B. Abbott.

The Parker Hill Rural Historic District retains much evidence of
its two~hundred-twenty-year history in its present landscape.
While forest cover is encroaching on the historically open
fields, cleared areas remain around most of the farmsteads and
convey a strong feeling of what the district was like in its
productive agricultural years. Furthermore, threading through
the second-growth forest are long reaches of stone walls that
demarcate historic patterns of fields and pastures.

Like the pattern in much of Vermont's hill country, the Parker
Hill landscape reveals the preference of the eighteenth-century
settlers for the ridges and uplands rather than the valley
bottoms. Both traveling and land clearing were easier in the
characteristic hardwood forests and drier ground of the elevated
terrain. The first north-south road between Rockingham and
Springfield passed over the hills of the historic district, and
these uplands were chosen and cleared for early settlement. The
virgin soil was relatively fertile albeit thin, and the crops
rewarded the efforts of diligent farmers. Their relative success
enabled them to build imposing houses of great architectural
character if not high style.

During a century and more of intensive usage, the upland soils
lost much of their productivity. Many other factors also intruded
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to reduce the viability of hill-country farming not only in the
Parker Hill district but throughout Vermont. The fields and
farmhouses began to attract interest for their aesthetic
qualities, and a new wave of owners and part-time residents
arrived during the second quarter of the twentieth century.
These persons have made efforts to preserve both the agricultural
landscape and the architectural heritage of the Parker Hill
district. Unlike many parts of the state where the regenerating
forest has engulfed the disused fields and cellar holes of
earlier settlement, the present character of the Parker Hill
Rural Historic District reflects directly the original and
ongoing agricultural occupation of a distinct Vermont place.

Initial settlement in the area that would become known as Parker
Hill occurred during the 1770s in the Rockingham portion and the
following decade in the Springfield portion. The settlers were
undoubtedly attracted by several favorable conditions: the
gently sloping terrain, the well-drained and fertile ground for
agriculture, the healthful location away from the pestilent
valley swamps, and the proximity to travel routes. Furthermore,
the area offered the great advantage of being close to existing
communities and services in Rockingham township and Charlestown,
New Hampshire, the latter being a flourishing village directly
across the Connecticut River and accessible by ferry.

The first wagon road between Rockingham village and Springfield
followed a different route than the present Parker Hill Road. It
crossed the Williams River about a quarter mile east of the
present bridge and ascended the slope to the vicinity of the
Locke-0O'Brien Farm (#27). Continuing northward, it may have
crossed the two stone culverts (#s22 and 22A) located east of the
present road. Turning northwestward, it intersected the current
route probably somewhere between the Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21)
and the Cross Road, and then passed near the Josiah White Farm
Site (#37). It continued northward past Closson Pond and the
George Cutler Farm Site (#46) and then east of Pudding Hill
before descending to Hardscrabble Corner. (This road was probably
abandoned in favor of the present route by the second decade of
the nineteenth century, and little evidence of it remains.)

Josiah White and Ebenezer Locke were among the earliest settlers
in the Rockingham portion of the historic district. White (1711~
1806) arrived in Rockingham in 1773, and then purchased land in
Lot No. 9 of Range 2 for a small farmstead (#37). About 1890, he
moved eastward to Lot No. 13 (then owned by his son, Phineas)



NPS Form 10-9000-a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-86)

‘United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places

Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District
. Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont
Section number _8 _ Page _3

where he built a frame house (possibly #19B). Locke came from
New Hampshire about 1780 but it is uncertain when he settled on
the farm (#27) that remained in Locke family ownership until
about 1860. (The extant house of Classic Cottage type was
apparently not built until the middle of the century.)

William Thayer (died 1830) and his wife, Susannah, moved from
Taunton, Massachusetts to Rockingham in 1788, settling on land
next to the Lower Parker Hill Road that was officially laid out
in 1792. Thayer constructed the large vernacular Federal style
house (#9) in 1795.

Also from Taunton, Levi Harlow, Sr. brought his family to
Rockingham during the winter of 1783-84. 1In 1787, he purchased
part of Springfield Lot No. 42 in the second range north of the
Rockingham boundary, and the family became the earliest settlers
in the Springfield portion of the Parker Hill district. Levi and
his sons began making bricks, apparently using clay from a
deposit located a short distance northwest of the distinctive
brick house (#48) erected for the family probably during the
1790s. Not only does the house exhibit the only main facade on
Parker Hill with Flemish bond brickwork; it is also banked
against the rising ground so that its rear facade loses a story
above grade.

A year after the Harlows arrived, Isaac and Elizabeth Parker came
from Chelmsford, Massachusetts and bought Springfield Lot No. 41
adjoining the Rockingham boundary south of the Harlows. That lot
Parker proceeded to subdivide into small lots for sale to other
settlers. He built a log cabin at the intersection of roads
where the Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13) now stands, later
replacing it with a frame house. By his subdivision, Parker
created the nucleus of a hamlet that preceded the village of
Springfield in the Black River valley to the north. Both he and
his wife, however, lived only a few years into the new century
and did not experience its full evolution.

More settlers came to the wvicinity in 1790. Peter Fletcher, Sr.
(1736-1812) and family from New Ipswich, New Hampshire acquired
for 180 pounds Springfield Lot No. 46 adjoining the Rockingham
boundary, and proceeded to build two imposing houses. Peter
Fletcher and his son, David (1772-1834), constructed a gable-
roofed house (#7) showing Géorgilian influence in its stylistic
treatment and plan but divided internally to accommodate the
father's family in the west half and the son in the east half.
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Another son, Ebenezer (1770-1843), erected a hip-roofed
counterpart (#4) north of his father and brother's house.

Ebenezer soon surpassed everybody on Parker Hill by erecting an
immense barn (later destroyed by lightning). Despite the stature
of his buildings, Ebenezer remained on this farm only some
sixteen years before selling it in 1807 to David McIntyre for
$2,100 and moving across the Connecticut River to Charlestown.

North of Ebenezer Fletcher's farm, Samuel Damon (1749-1807) and
family from Scituate, Massachusetts settled in 1793. Their
initial log cabin was soon replaced by the only wood-framed Cape
Cod house (#1) that survives in the historic district.
Coincidentally, the only brick house (#2, later owned by Charles
Cutler) of that type in the historic district was erected about
the same time (c¢. 1800) between Samuel Damon's and

Ebenezer Fletcher's farms. The first schoolhouse in the
Springfield portion of Parker Hill was built of logs on a site
about 40 rods east of the brick house; William Thayer taught
there at least during the winter of 1794.

By the turn of the nineteenth century, a hamlet was emerging
along the Parker Hill Road north and south of Commissary Brook.
It included a small industry in the form of a tannery that was
built next to the brook. A person by the name of Gear owned the
tannery during the early 1800s, and his apprentice, William
Thayer, Jr., took it over about 1812. Thayer expanded the
business by making shoes and boots along with various other
leather goods needed by the local farmers; his shoe shop was
apparently situated south of the house.

Another Parker Hill settler from New Ipswich, Leonard Walker
became a successful blacksmith here, and married Isaac Parker's
daughter, Betsey, in 1801. - He bought a lot diagonally across the
road from Parker's house and there built a house (#43) where he
opened a tavern complete with second-floor ballroom. (This
ballroom was used for the Masonic meetings of St. John's Lodge
No. 31 during the period 1811-32.) Walker's blacksmith shop was
located on the north side of the house. Later he built a small
store in the yard south of the house. He also became active in
town government, and served as Springfield's representative to
the Vermont legislature for four years.

. Next to the south of Walker's house, the first (and only) Parker
Hill church was erected about 1805 for the Universalist Society.
John Thayer, writing in 1907, remembered that "It was built of
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brick, one story high, with a sort of a steeple, but only a few
feet high." This building became the second public school for
the Springfield portion of the Parker Hill community, replacing
the original log schoolhouse that stood east of the Cutler-Gulick
House (#2). Russell Streeter served for some years around 1811
as both pastor and schoolmaster.

Behind the church to the west, the burying ground had already
been established during the 1790s although the land was not
acquired by the Universalist Society until 1817 (the price was
$30). The earliest headstone marks the grave of Betsey Shedd,
who died in 1794. Numerous burials were made here during the
next four decades but ceased after 1857. The mostly slate and
marble headstones face westward away from the church. That
orientation was adopted prior to the existence of the church and
apparently was simply continued after its construction.

Most of the brick houses and the church on Parker Hill were built
probably by a brick mason named Thomas Dana (1779-1852), who came
to Springfield in 1799 and settled on Parker Hill. His small
house (later removed) was situated "opposite" the Fletcher—-Cutler
House (#4), presumably on the west side of the road. 1In 1809, he
built a brick house on a farm north of Hardscrabble Corner
{outside the historic district) apparently for his own residence.
He pursued the trade for about a half-century, and Child's
Windsor County gazetteer of 1884 credits Dana with having "built
many of the brick houses in town."

It seems probable that Dana was the mason in the cases of the
similar Federal style houses erected in Rockingham for William
Haseltine (#7) and Phineas White (#19), the latter c. 1807. He
may also have been involved in the Cutler-Gulick House (#2),
built about 1800. Dana was a Universalist in religion, and
therefore he also probably built Parker Hill's brick church about
1805. He is known to have been the mason of the successor
Universalist Church erected in 1833 in Springfield village, where
he resided during the last two decades of his life.

The most pretentious of the Parker Hill brick houses was
constructed for William Gould on the northernmost farmstead (#50)
in the historic district. This Federal style house is the
latest of the group, dating possibly from 1831. Thomas Dana was
probably the mason also of this house, which displays skilled
craftsmanship and a high-style entrance ensemble. The granite
for the foundation, steps, and sills was undoubtedly taken from
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the so-called Scrabble Quarry located within sight to the
northeast.

In addition to the extant houses, several others probably more
modest in character were built along the Parker Hill Road between
the Cutler-Gulick House and the Rockingham boundary during the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth centuries. John Thayer
wrote in 1907 that there were as many as eight, of which he
remembered four. (The sites of those houses have been
subsequently obliterated to facilitate agricultural activities.)

The Parker Hill hamlet declined during the 1820s as

commercial and industrial activity became increasingly
concentrated around the abundant water power of the Black River
falls at Springfield village. The Universalist Society
discontinued services at the Parker Hill church, and then
abandoned the building after Thomas Dana built the new brick
village church in 1833. Only a handful of burials occurred in
the Parker Hill cemetery after 1834. Some of the more modest
houses in the vicinity were abandoned or converted to other uses.

After the brick church/school fell into disuse, another
schoolhouse was built nearby but that one burned. Then (probably
between 1835 and 1838) the so-called Tanyard School was
constructed at the intersection of the Parker Hill and Lower
Parker Hill roads, just south of the namesake tannery. The
building served a union school district, No. 15, that included
the adjoining portion of Rockingham township southward to the
Haseltine-Carey Farm (#8) on the lower road but not to the Glynn-
Brown Farm (#38) on the upper road.

A major shift in Vermont agriculture occurred during the 1810s-
20s when a boom in sheep-raising swept the state. William Jarvis
of Weathersfield, the former United States Consul in Lisbon,
Portugal, introduced Spanish Merino sheep in 1811. The breed was
well-suited to Vermont conditions and the initial group of 400
exploded during the following quarter—-century. The number of
sheep in the state reached 1,681,819 by 1840. The price of wool
rose quickly during the War of 1812, slumped afterward, and then
rose again during the 1820s, protected by high tariffs and driven
by the rapidly increasing demand from the expanding number of
woolen mills in New England. Vermont not only supplied the wool;
small fulling and weaving mills were established in many of the
state's villages, creating a local market for wool.
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It is not known when the first Spanish Merino sheep were brought
to Parker Hill. Weathersfield, however, lies only about fifteen
miles to the north, and it seems unlikely that many years passed
before Merinos were grazing the pastures of the more cognizant
Springfield or Rockingham farmers. Eventually the breeding of
Merino and other sheep became a principal activity on Parker Hill
farms, and it persisted long after the boom ended in the 1840s.
Indeed, the most successful of the Parker Hill sheep farmers,
George Lewis Cutler, achieved his success between the 1850s and
1880s.

The Parker Hill Road climbs over two hills between its
intersections with the Lower Parker Hill Road on the north and
O'Brien Road on the south. 1Its exposure to wind combined with
the usually ample amount of winter snow produced drifts that made
winter travel difficult prior to the existence of snow rolling or
removal equipment. In 1842, some 40 residents of Parker Hill
petitioned the selectmen of the Town of Rockingham to lay out a
new road (the present O'Brien Road) to provide a less hilly
route. The new road started at a point southeast of William
Thayer's house (#9) and extended southward through a ravine
between Coburn Hill on the east and another hill on the west to
connect with an existing road past the Locke-O'Brien Farm (#27).
The opening of this road completed the network of principal roads
in the Parker Hill vicinity.

Unlike the remainder of Vermont, the Greek Revival style exerted
little influence on the architecture of Parker Hill. Only one
house, at the Allbee-Abbott Farm (#28), represents that style
(along with a slight Italianate influence in the form of a gable
oculus). The lack of Greek Revival buildings reflects the lack
of building activity on Parker Hill during the middle decades of
the nineteenth century. The area was then fully settled and the
farms already possessed substantial houses built around the
beginning of the century or later. Furthermore the expanding
villages in the adjacent valleys were attracting development away
from the hillside settlements. There was little need for
additional houses on Parker Hill.

At the midpoint of the nineteenth century, a major technological
improvement in transport came to the south edge of the Parker
Hill area. The Rutland and Burlington Railroad was completed in
December, 1849 between Bellows Falls and its namesake cities in
western Vermont. The railroad followed the Williams River valley
northwestward from Bellows Falls through Rockingham township.
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About a half-mile east of the Parker Hill Road, the track crossed
the river to the north bank. A station was established at the
Parker Hill Road crossing to serve Rockingham village and the
surrounding area, including the Parker Hill community.

{The Black River valley north of Parker Hill in Springfield did
not gain a railroad until the late nineteenth century. The
Springfield residents of Parker Hill generally used the
Charlestown, New Hampshire station of the Sullivan - later Boston
and Maine - Railroad that also was constructed in the late 1840s
and passed through Bellows Falls. They continued to change
trains there after the branch-line electric railroad was built
into Springfield.)

The specific agricultural activities being pursued by Parker Hill
farmers at the midpoint of the century are documented in the
Seventh Census of the United States taken in 1850. The records
of "Agricultural Productions" show that sheep were the principal
kind of livestock with the major farms having between 100 and 300
each; the sale of wool was their primary source of income.
Dairying was then a secondary activity; most farmers kept between
two and six "milch cows," and made several hundred pounds of
butter and cheese for another important source of income. The
principal field crops included Indian corn, oats, Irish potatoes,
and hay while lesser amounts of wheat, rye, and buckwheat were
also being grown. Orchard products were minimal, and none of the
major farms reported making maple sugar. The farms' generally
small areas of "unimproved" woodland or forest reflect the extent
to which the land had been cleared of trees, primarily to create
pastures for grazing sheep.

The statistics for individual Parker Hill farms reveal
considerable variation in the commodities produced, indicating
both the relative capabilities and the personal preferences of
the owners. The White—-Hadwen Farm (#19), was the largest in the
Rockingham portion of the historic district. Phineas White's
sons, Luke (1800-?) and William (1802-80), acquired the farm from
their father about 1840 and remained here some forty years until
their deaths. In 1850, the farm incorporated 330 acres of land,
of which 250 were considered "improved," and it had a cash wvalue
of $5,500 augmented by farm implements and machinery worth $230.
The livestock included 300 sheep, five milch cows, six working
oxen, six "other cattle," seven swine, and two horses with a
total value of $1000. The sheep yielded only 172 pounds of wool,
an amount disproportionately lower than other farms. Unlike most
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other farmers, the Whites 4did not report the production of any
butter or cheese. Their field crops were dominated by 200
bushels of Indian corn and 200 bushels of oats along with 25 tons
of hay; other crops included 75 bushels of buckwheat, 50 bushels
of potatoes, 20 bushels of rye, and 10 bushels of wheat.

The next farm (#38) to the north on the Parker Hill Road was then
owned by Isaac Glynn; Calvin Brown would acquire it a decade
later. This farm covered 165 acres - only 25 being "unimproved"
- and was valued at $2,700 plus implements and machinery worth
$100. The livestock were valued at $460; there were 107 sheep,
two milch cows, two working oxen, two horses, and three swine.
Glynn reported producing 811 pounds of wool and 150 pounds each
of butter and cheese. Among the field crops, his harvest of 1000
bushels of buckwheat was more than ten times the amount on any
other Parker Hill farm. His other crops included 200 bushels of
corn, 30 bushels each of oats, rye, and potatoes, 10 bushels of
wheat, and 80 tons of hay.

The Thayer-Allbee Farm (#9) on the Lower Parker Hill Road was
then owned by William Thayer, Jr. (1790-1853). He returned to
this farm in 1833 (the year of his widowed mother's death) after
having operated the tannery opposite the Samuel Rollins House
(#48) for about twenty years. In 1850, the farm encompassed 200
improved and 40 unimproved acres, and was valued at $5,000 plus
$175 for implements and machinery. Thayer's livestock were worth
$815; the 240 sheep predominated, followed distantly by five
milch cows, two working oxen, ten other cattle, two horses, and
six swine. Despite the large number of sheep, he did not report
any wool production; he did make 200 pounds of butter and 50
pounds of cheese. His field crops were dominated by 200 bushels
of ocats, 140 bushels of corn, and 25 tons of hay. His other
crops included 40 bushels each of wheat and buckwheat and 30
bushels of potatoes.

Farther north on the same road in Springfield, Frink Fletcher
then owned the Fletcher-Tanner Farm (#7). A son of David, Frink
(1799-1881) acquired this farm from his widowed mother in 1834
and remained here his entire life. 1In 1850, the farm comprised
150 acres of improved and 30 of unimproved land; it was worth
$3,000 plus $150 for implements and machinery. The value of the
livestock was relatively low, only $340. The 84 sheep dominated
the livestock, there being only one horse, one milch cow, six
other cattle, and two swine in addition. Fletcher's principal
field crop was oats (130 bushels), followed by Indian corn (50),
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Irish potatoes (20), wheat (17), and rye (8) along with three
tons of hay. He made 175 pounds of butter, and his market garden
produce was worth $15. Fletcher's production was substantially
below that of two neighbors on comparably sized farms.

Lewis Allbee (1816-99), who married William Thayer, Jr.'s
daughter, Sarah, and later acquired the Thayer—-Allbee Farm (#9),
owned the Fletcher—-Cutler Farm (#4) on the Parker Hill Road
during the period 1840-52. 1In 1850, the latter farm contained
125 acres - 25 being unimproved - and was worth $3,000 plus $150
for implements and machinery. The livestock were valued at $790,
and the 150 sheep undoubtedly accounted for a majority of that
amount; nevertheless, Allbee did not report having produced any
wool. There were three milch cows, and Allbee made 200 pounds
each 'of butter and cheese. Other livestock included two working
oxen, four "other cattle," two horses, and three swine. The
field crops comprised 100 bushels each of corn and oats, 40 of
potatoes, 30 of wheat, and 20 of rye. An anomaly appears in the
case of the four tons of hay, that being several times less than
the amounts harvested on the other major farms.

At the north edge of the Parker Hill community, William Gould
owned the Gould-Hadwen Farm (#50) in addition to mills in the
Black River valley to the northeast. (He would sell the farm in
1864 and move down to the valley.) The 300-acre farm, even
though there were 97 acres of unimproved land, was valued at
$4,350 plus $200 for implements and machinery. The livestock was
worth $830. In this case, the number of sheep - 110 - was
proportionately smaller than on other farms although the
unusually large amount of 1,500 pounds of wool was produced.
There were five milch cows, and 600 pounds of butter and 300
pounds of cheese were produced. Other livestock included six
working oxen, ten other cattle, four swine, and one horse.
Harvested among the field crops were 150 bushels of potatoes, 100
bushels each of corn and oats, and 20 bushels of wheat in
addition to 80 tons of hay. Unspecified orchard products to the
"value of $60 were also reported.

The dominance of sheep raising on Parker Hill farms in 1850 and
the presence of dairying as an important secondary activity
corresponded to the general status in Vermont agriculture at the
midpoint of the century. However, a major technological

change was then underway in transportation that would precipitate
expansion of dairying into Vermont's principal agricultural
activity during the succeeding decades. The state's railroad
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network was being expanded at a feverish pace after the first
line had been opened in 1848. Rail service would reduce travel
time between Vermont farms and the urban centers of southern New
England and New York to a few hours, and enable the shipment of
perishable dairy products to much larger markets. Furthermore,
in 1851, the Northern Railroad of New York (later the Rutland)
introduced the iced butter car to make possible year-round
shipments of a commodity previously transported only during the
winter months.

The wall map of Windsor County published by Hosea Doton in 1855
shows the contemporary pattern of settlement in the Springfield
portion of the historic district. Both roads leading westward
over the hill to the Brockways Mills valley were then open. The
map shows the tannery where Parker Hill Road crosses Commissary
Brook. Samuel Rollins then owned not only the tannery and the
house (#47) across the road but also a house (now gone) a short
distance to the north opposite the Fletcher—~Cutler Farm (#4) as
well as the Harlow-Cutler Farm (#48) beyond. The map also shows
a third house that subsequently disappeared; it was situated
southeast of the Walker-Cutler Farm (#43) on the opposite side of
Parker Hill Road, the southernmost house in Springfield on that
road. Several other houses known to have existed previously in
vicinity of the Parker Hill hamlet were already gone.

The counterpart wall map of Windham County was published in 1856
by C. McClellan. Inexplicably, that map does not show the Cross
Road ‘-between Parker Hill and Lower Parker Hill Roads even though
the earliest route of that road was officially laid out in 1784.
Another road then open for travel does not appear on the
McClellan map; the later-named Osgood Road was officially laid
out over the hill to the Brockways Mills valley in 1781. Next
to the Bolles Farm (#21), a schoolhouse is shown on the east side
of the Parker Hill Road rather than the west side where the
District No. 4 school later stood. The map does show on the
later—-named O'Brien Road a residence owned by F. Locke a short
distance west of the residence of E. Locke (the Locke-O'Brien
House, #27) where there now exists only a disturbed foundation.
Another member of the Locke family then owned what later became
the Weeden Farm (#35) on the Parker Hill Road nearby.

By the publication of the Beers atlases for Windsor and Windham
Counties in 1869, numerous changes had occurred in ownership and
development on Parker Hill. In the Springfield portion, the
north road over the hill to the Brockways Mills valley does not
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appear, indicating that it had been abandoned. Samuel Rollins
continued to own the house next to Commissary Brook but the
tannery across the road is not shown.

The Beers map of Rockingham township, unlike the McClellan map,
shows both the Cross Road and the Osgood Road. The latter,
however, was apparently not being used beyond the James Rollins
Farm; the section down the hill to the Brockways Mills valley
appears in dashed lines.

The Rockingham map in the Beers atlas indicates that the Parker
Hill Road crossing of the Rutland Railroad at the south edge of
the historic district probably has been shifted from its original
location. The map shows the road paralleling both sides of the
railroad toward the east before actually crossing the track; the
local terrain indicates that the crossing would almost certainly
have been at grade. The Rockingham depot appears on the map to
have been on the south side of the track near the location of the
present railroad overpass (#29).

An imposing new house (#13) appeared about 1876 on Isaac Parker's
original farmstead at what had been the Parker Hill hamlet in
Springfield a half century earlier. Not only was it the only
substantial house built in the vicinity during the latter half of
the nineteenth century; it is the only fully developed
representative of Italianate style in the historic district. The
house was constructed for George Lewis Cutler (1825-1911) after
his second marriage, to Martha McCarthy (1851-96). Cutler was
then approaching the pinnacle of his success in sheep raising,
and called his enterprise the Parker Hill Stock Farm.

An immense gable-~front bank barn was connected to the shed wing
of the Cutlers' new house. The barn would both shelter and

hold hay for feeding several hundred sheep during the winter. It
ranked among the largest barns in Vermont, and was crowned by a
giant ventilating cupola bearing a weathervane in the form of a
sheep. (The barn was used for dairy cows by a subsequent owner,
William Hadwen, in the early 1900s, and was later removed.) To
expedite the cutting of sufficient hay for so many sheep, Cutler
acquired the first horse—-drawn mowing machine on Parker Hill
along with other new mechanical equipment.

A transfer of property in 1877 initiated one of longest-term
family ownerships of any farm in the Rockingham portion of the
historic district. A native of County Mead, Ireland, Patrick
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O'Brien (1852-1924) married Elizabeth Hadwen (1851-1911) in 1876.
(Four years earlier, Elizabeth's relatives, Oliver and Sarah
Hadwen, had acquired the former Gould farm, #50, in Springfield.)
The following year, Patrick O'Brien purchased the former Locke
farm (#27) on the road that would later bear his name. O'Brien
became one of the first farmers on Parker Hill to undertake
dairying as his primary enterprise, possibly influenced by his
father—-in—-law who was another. .

The Tenth Census of the United States in 1880 documents the
transition then underway in Vermont agriculture from sheep
raising to dairy farming. The production figures for Parker Hill
farms show marked differences in their primary activity. Some
farms remained fully committed to sheep raising while others
combined both sheep and dairy cattle. A third group had shifted
primarily to dairying. In addition to their primary activity,
most of the farms continued to report a diversity of crops
{(including wheat) and other products. Relatively large amounts
of maple sugar appeared in the output of several farms.

The persistent sheep farms were located in the Springfield portion
of the historic district, and belonged to members of the Cutler
family. Silas Cutler then owned the Fletcher-Cutler Farm (#4),
whose acreage was divided among 50 tilled, 78 meadow—-pasture, and
12 woodland-forest; the farm was valued at $4,000 and the
implements and machinery at $§75. Silas kept 200 sheep, vastly
outnumbering the two milch cows, two working oxen, four other
cattle, three horses, and one swine, all valued at $650. He
clipped 1,200 pounds of wool and also made 300 pounds of butter.
His field crops included 5 acres/200 bushels of corn, 5 acres/100
bushels of oats, 2 acres/33 bushels of wheat, 1 acre/l7 bushels
of buckwheat, and 1/2 acre/40 bushels of potatoes along with 50
tons of hay cut from 38 acres of mowings. His apple orchard of
50 trees yielded 50 bushels, and he made 400 pounds of maple
sugar. The value of all his farm products for the year was $600.

Rivaling his Uncle Silas, Leon Cutler then owned the Walker-
Cutler Farm (#43), whose acreage included 100 tilled, 92 meadow-
pasture, and 8 woodland-forest; it was worth $4,000 and had $250
of implements and machinery. Leon also kept 200 sheep but only
one milch cow, two oxen, five other cattle, two horses, and two
swine; this livestock was valued at $2,000, far higher than
Silas' comparable numbers of animals. Leon clipped 1,800 pounds
of wool but 'did not report making any butter or cheese. He
surpassed his uncle in field crops, growing 8 acres/400 bushels
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of corn, 5 acres/200 bushels of ocats, 2 acres/50 bushels of
barley, 2 acres/40 bushels of wheat, and 3/4 acre/100 bushels of
potatoes plus 50 tons of hay cut on 80 acres of mowings. His
orchard of 100 apple trees yielded only 50 bushels. The total
value of his farm products was $750.

Leon's father, George Lewis Cutler, then greatly surpassed all
other Parker Hill farmers in the extent of his agricultural
enterprise. Living at the Parker Hill Stock Farm (#13), Lewis
owned land there and elsewhere; he reported 125 acres of tilled,
425 acres of meadow—-pasture, and 50 acres of woodland-forest.
The cash value of his farm(s) was $13,000 augmented by $350 of
implements and machinery. His livestock was valued at $4141,
most of that amount relating to his 750 sheep, the largest flock
on Parker Hill; he also kept two milch cows, two oxen, five
horses, and two swine. He clipped 4,400 pounds of wool, and also
made 150 pounds of butter. His field crops were correspondingly
large: 16 acres/500 bushels of corn, 10 acres/300 bushels of
barley, 8 acres/400 bushels of oats, 2 acres/150 bushels of
potatoes, 1 1/2 acres/30 bushels of wheat, and 1 acre/10 bushels
of buckwheat along with 150 tons of hay cut on 87 acres of
mowings. His apple orchards contained 500 trees and yielded 250
bushels, and he made 400 pounds of maple sugar. The total value
of his farm products for the year was $1,600.

The value of Lewis Cutler's production was nearly matched by
another farmer, Oliver Hadwen, on the Gould-Hadwen Farm (#50) at
the north edge of the historic district, whose output was worth
$1,500. Hadwen, however, contrasted sharply with Cutler by
owning half the acreage and operating a dairy farm. Hadwen's
acreage was divided among 80 tilled, 180 meadow—-pasture, and 60
woodland-forest; his farm was valued at $7,500 plus $200 of
implements and machinery. His livestock had the relatively high
value of $1,400 despite the small numbers: 20 milch cows, 8
other cattle, 8 sheep, 6 horses, and 1 swine. Hadwen used the
milk from the cows to make 7,500 pounds of cheese (by far the
largest quantity made on any Parker Hill farm) and 465 pounds of
butter. Like the sheep farmers, Hadwen grew large amounts of
corn (7 acres/350 bushels) and oats (9 acres/325 bushels) along
with potatoes (2 1/2 acres/300 bushels), buckwheat (2 acres/23
bushels), and rye (1 acre/l1l6 bushels); he cut 55 tons of hay on
58 acres of mowings. His apple orchard of 100 trees yielded 100
bushels of fruit. Hadwen achieved the largest production of
maple sugar (1000 pounds) and syrup (30 gallons) on Parker Hill.
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The farmers in the Rockingham portion of the historic district
were generally engaged in dairy farming although some continued
to keep medium-sized flocks of sheep. Illustrative of that
combination was the farm (#35) owned by the Weeden brothers,
Charles and Marshall, then the largest agricultural enterprise
on the Rockingham side of Parker Hill. Their farm incorporated
100 acres of tilled land, 250 acres of meadow-pasture, and 90
acres of woodland-forest. Its cash value of $8,000 was augmented
by implements and machinery worth $500, the largest amount among
the Parker Hill farms; this indicates that the Weedens readily
adopted the technological improvements being introduced in farm
equipment during that period.

The Weedens owned significant numbers of both sheep (84) and dairy
cows " (7) along with 15 other cattle, three horses, and two
swine, altogether worth $1,260. The lack of oxen indicates that
the Weedens relied on the faster horses for farm work and used
horse—-drawn machinery. The farm's animal products were mainly
wool (500 pounds), butter (600 pounds), and cheese (100 pounds).
The principal field crop was oats (8 acres/371 bushels) followed
by corn (6 acres/260 bushels), buckwheat (2 1/2 acres/54
bushels), and potatoes (1/2 acres/75 bushels) together with 90
tons of hay cut from 90 acres of mowings. The Weedens also had
an orchard of 200 apple trees that yielded 170 bushels, and they
made 200 pounds of maple sugar. The total value of their farm
products for the year amounted to $1,339.

"Following the trend then underway in Vermont agriculture, Patrick
O'Brien pursued dairying as his primary activity and did not own
any sheep. His farm (#27) included 50 acres of tilled land, 135
of meadow—-pasture, and only 25 of woodland-forest; its cash

value was $4,200 plus $250 of implements and machinery. His
dairy herd of 16 cows was the largest in the Rockingham portion
of the historic district, and he also owned 11 other cattle,
three horses, and four swine worth a total of $726. Like Oliver
Hadwen in Springfield, O'Brien converted the large quantity of
milk produced by his cows mostly to cheese (4550 pounds) and
butter (300 pounds). His field crops included corn (6 ‘acres/300
bushels), oats (6 acres/220 bushels), potatoes (2 acres/150
bushels), and buckwheat (1 acre/10 bushels) along with 40 tons of
hay cut from 34 acres of mowings. His apple orchard of 100 trees
vielded 112 bushels, and he made 250 pounds of maple sugar. The
value of his farm products for the year was $970.
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The Haseltine-Carey Farm (#8) had been greatly expanded in scale
since the 1850 census. A prior resident of Landgrove, Vermont,
Dexter R. Way purchased the farm in 1867 from John and Hannah
Thayer for $6,200, and then enlarged it in 1872 by buying
additional land from Charles Holt for $2,300. 1In 1883, Way

sold an undivided half-interest in the farm to Leonard and Orpha
Thompson but retained his share until the 1899 sale to Clarence
and Ernest Carey for the deflated amount of $4,000.

In 1880, Way was engaged primarily in dairying. The farm's
acreage comprised 60 tilled, 240 meadow-pasture, and 50 woodland-
forest; the property was then worth $7,000 plus $150 for
implements and machinery. The livestock included eight dairy
cows, two oxen, 42 other cattle, two horses, and five swine, with
a total value of $1,540. {(The large number of "other cattle"
suggests that Way also may have been a dealer in cattle.) Like
the other dairy farmers, Way used most of his milk for making
butter (1050 pounds), but did not report any cheese. His field
crops were dominated by corn (6 acres/450 bushels) followed by
oats (3 1/2 acres/270 bushels), wheat (2 acres/30 bushels), and
potatoes (1/2 acre/100 bushels); additionally, he cut 60 tons of
hay on 45 acres of mowings. His apple orchard of 200 trees
yielded 260 bushels, and he made 800 pounds of maple sugar. The
total value of his farm products was $1,106 for the year.

The business directories in Hamilton Child's gazetteers for

Windham and Windsor Counties identify the residents of Parker Hill
and their occupational activities in 1883-84. These sources
document that sheep raising continued as a major activity on Parker
Hill farms, especially those in the Springfield portion. The

Child directories are especially useful for identifying some of

the specific breeds of livestock then being raised.

Child gives only scant information about some of the Rockingham
farms in the historic district, indicating that their owners -did
not subscribe to his publication. An exception, the Weeden
Brothers, Charles E. and Marshall F., are described as "wool
growers, breeders of Durham and Holstein cattle" in addition to
having a maple "sugar orchard" of 125 trees on their farm (#35).
Uphill from the Weeden farm, Fred Gammell then owned the 260-acre
Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21) but his principal activities are not
given (he probably refused to subscribe). The largest farm in
terms of acreage (500) then belonged to Chester Hadwen (#19) at
the corner of Parker Hill and Cross Roads, but again Child does
not list any specific agricultural activity. Calvin Brown, on
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the other hand, is identified as "wool grower 100 sheep, and
farmer 160" acres on the Glynn-Brown Farm (#38).

Near the Springfield town boundary on the Lower Parker Hill Road
(and having a Springfield address), Lewis Albee [sic] combined
dairying and sheep raising on his 250-acre farm (#9); he kept a
small dairy herd of eight cows and was a "breeder Spanish Merino
sheep, registered." The Allbee farm (#28) just uphill from the
railroad was probably then being operated by George B. Allbee,
"tinsmith and farmer, works for Lewis L. Albee [sic] of Bellows
Falls." Harriet Goodnow, widow of Leonard, is listed as a farmer
with 90 acres on the Parker Hill Road south of the O'Brien Road;
however, it is not known where she actually lived.

Not all the residents in the Rockingham portion of the historic
district were involved in farming. Living near the railroad
track were three employees of the Central Vermont Railroad, the
contemporary lessee of the Rutland Railroad. These included
Edward B. Biglow, the agent at Rockingham depot as well as the
local section boss for maintenance-of-way, and two "track hands.”
Biglow may have lived either in the extant house (#30) on the
north side of the track or in the depot itself (later removed) on
the opposite side.

The Child directory for the Springfield portion of the historic
district yields somewhat more specific information about the
agricultural activities then being conducted by the resident
farmers. At the northern edge of the district, Oliver R. Hadwen
operated the largest dairy farm (#50) on Parker Hill. He kept a
herd of 21 cows in addition to being a "breeder of full blood
Ayrshire cattle" and an "agent for Walter A. Wood's reapers and
mowers, Champion horse rake, Eddy plow and Mosely & Stoddard
creamery and churns." Oliver Hadwen was assisted on the farm by
his son, Chester B. Hadwen, who is listed as being a "breeder of
pure blood Bronze turkeys, and full blood Ayrshire cattle." As
reported in the 1880 Agricultural Census, Oliver Hadwen made
large quantities of cheese, and his choice of cattle breed
reflected the widely held preference for Ayrshire milk for that
purpose. .

Probably during this period, Chester's wife, Emily, made a
painting that delineates clearly the Gould-Hadwen farmstead's
cluster of numerous outbuildings. The same year that the Child
directory was compiled (1883), Chester and Emily Hadwen purchased
the 500-acre farm (#19) previously owned by Luke and William
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White in the Rockingham portion of the historic district; they
operated it successfully until retiring in 1919.

South of the Gould-Hadwen Farm, members of the Cutler family
dominated the Parker Hill farming community in Springfield.
Silas A. Cutler (born 1829) continued to own the Fletcher-Cutler
Farm (#4), having a "flock of 150 Spanish Merino sheep" and
being a "wool grower" with 200 sheep overall. He augmented this
by having a maple "sugar orchard" of 200 trees and a fruit
orchard {[probably apples] of 100 trees.

George Lewls Cutler, the so-called "King Cutler," was then at the
height of his success and living in the Italianate house (#13)
built the previous decade after his second marriage. Child lists
George L. as the "prop. of Parker Hill stock farm, breeder of
pure blood Spanish sheep, flock of 100, flock of 650 sheep [non-
Merino], breeder of horses, and farmer 800" acres. The 800
acres of land included other farms in the vicinity, and he also
owned land in other towns, including a farm in the adjacent town
of Chester. A son of George Lewls by his first wife, Charles D.
Cutler, is listed simply as "farmer," suggesting that he was
assisting his father rather than living on the Cutler-Gulick Farm
(#2) that he owned later.

Diagonally across Parker Hill Road to the southwest, another

son of George Lewis by his first marriage, Leon A. Cutler (1855-
1942), was settled on the Walker-—~Cutler Farm (#43) that he had
purchased from his father in 1876 and where he would stay the
rest of his long life. Leon was also heavily engaged in sheep
raising, being a "breeder of Spanish Merino sheep, flock of 300,
and farmer 200" acres.

The Fletcher family that was pre—eminent in the Parker Hill
community at the beginning of the nineteenth century continued to
own only the farm (#7) on the Lower Parker Hill Road settled by
Peter and David. A member of the third generation to live there,
Charles 0. Fletcher, then operated the farm. Charles shared his
neighbors' interest in sheep but not exclusively; according to
Child, he was a "breeder of Spanish Merino sheep, breeder of
horses, grade Durham cattle.” In addition to the 175-acre home
farm, Charles worked 165 acres belonging to the estate of his
father, Frink, the previous owner. Also living on the farm was
Charles' widowed mother, Esther.
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The former Damon farm (#1) at the northeast corner of the
historic district was then owned by the Herrick family. Russell
S. and Simon H. Herrick were farmers together, sharing the 230-

acre farm. Furthermore, Simon was a carpenter, and presumably
was involved in some of the nearby building activity during that
period.

Two other persons living on the Parker Hill Road are listed in
the Child directory with the occupation of "carpenter and
builder." Lyman H. and Richard H. Halladay shared that trade
while Richard also was a farmer with 17 acres. However, it is
not known specifically where the Halladays resided, nor what
building activity they accomplished.

Only two years after the publication of Child's Windsor County
gazetteer, the last Fletcher family departed from Parker Hill.
In 1885, George Tanner from Danby, Vermont purchased the Fletcher
farm (#7) on the Lower Parker Hill Road. Tanner married Emma
Hadwen, whose parents owned the Gould-Hadwen Farm (#50) farther
north on the Parker Hill Road. The Tanners became prominent
members of the local agricultural community, being especially
active in the Grange. Geordge Tanner raised a multitude of crops
and livestock, and exemplified the diversified farming that
persisted throughout the nineteenth century in Vermont. He
became well-known for his prize-winning fruits - "currants and
gooseberries, both red and yellow raspberries, blackberries,
grapes, apples, pears, plums, and quinces."

The status of sheep raising in Vermont changed dramatically
during the 1880s. The number of sheep in the state had declined
to 1,377,296 by 1886. The production of wool both in the western
states and in Australia and New Zealand was increasing rapidly,
and depressing the price. George Lewis Cutler was caught with
20,000 pounds that he was finally forced to sell at a great

loss. He then went bankrupt and lost his Parker Hill farms. The
law allowed him to keep a small number of animals for making
another start, and he moved temporarily to a farm in the
Connecticut River valley. After a few years, he returned to
Parker Hill and acquired the Harlow-Cutler Farm (#48) within
sight of the Italianate house (#13) that had been his previous
residence. He proceeded to raise turkeys and apples, and
apparently managed to repay his debts prior to his death in 1911.

A small industry related to dairy farming came into existence on
Parker Hill probably during the last quarter of the nineteenth
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century. A cheese factory was built next to the brook on the
southwest side of the intersection of the Parker Hill and Cross
Roads. This enterprise gave the nearby farmers a market for some
of their fresh milk. Little is known about the factory other
than that it was used temporarily for Grange meetings after the
great fire of 1908 destroyed most of Rockingham village. (The
factory building subsequently disappeared.)

Accompanying the expansion of Parker Hill dairying, new and
larger barns were erected to accommodate both the increasing
numbers of cows and the quantity of hay required to feed them
during the winter. A huge gable-front banked barn was
constructed on the Haseltine-Carey Farm (#8) either in the late
nineteenth century or just after Clarence A. and Ernest L. Carey
of Lempster, New Hampshire purchased the farm for $4,000 in the
fall of 1899. Probably rivaling the scale of the similar banked
barn then connected to the Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13),
this barn was intended for cattle rather than sheep like the
Cutler barn.

The front of the Carey barn appears in a photograph from 1906.
That photograph, however, does not reveal whether the barn
extended the entire 125 feet in length between the stone
foundation walls that enclose three sides of the basement and now
constitute the only surviving remnants on the site. The circular
stone foundation of a silo abuts the inside of the north
foundation wall about halfway along its length, indicating that
an interior silo was present. If the silo was original to the
barn, it constituted a early example of its type; the first
cylindrical silos in Vermont appeared around the turn of the
century. In any case, it was a progressive attempt to improve
the quality of feed and thereby increase the milk production of
the dairy herd during the winter months.

The ongoing need to generate additional income led to a different
kind of economic activity on many Vermont farms during the late
nineteenth century. Summer tourists were coming to the state by
train in increasing numbers, and some of them were attracted by
the opportunity to spend weeks or even months living on farms in
bucolic settings at much lower cost than at hotels and resorts.
Most large farmhouses would have one or more spare bedrooms, and
one or more additional persons at the table would not require
much additional food preparation in the usually extended
families. This activity spread to Parker Hill owing in part to
its proximity to excellent passenger service from Boston, New
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York, and Montreal; numerous through trains stopped daily at
nearby Bellows Falls and some paused also at Rockingham depot.

The Walker—-Cutler Farm (#43) became a notable focus of summer-
boarder activity around the turn of the twentieth century.
Indeed, the c. 1905 addition of the two-bedroom second story on
the house's rear ell may have been done specifically for the
purpose of accommodating such guests. Addie Cutler achieved a
reputation for serving "sumptuous board" to her temporary
residents, who paid five dollars per week for their room and
meals. Some of them came back year after year to share the
pastoral life on Parker Hill.

The population of the Parker Hill community both declined and
aged ‘during the first two decades of the twentieth century. In
Rockingham, owing partly to the disruption caused by the First
World War, the number of students at the District No. 4 school
decreased to eight during the fall and winter terms of 1916-17
and ten during the spring. That enrollment tied with the school
in the adjoining district of Brockways Mills for being the lowest
among the seven rural schools remaining in the township. The
enrollment in District No. 4 plummeted to three during the next
school year, and the Rockingham school report records that the
school was c¢losed in December, 1917, and the students were
transferred to another school. The teacher in the No. 4 school at
that point was Winifred Maloney, whose family lived on a nearby
farm. She had six years' teaching experience, and was paid
$500.00 for the year. The school was reopened briefly during the
1920s, and then closed permanently in 1930 when it became less
expensive to transport the students elsewhere. (The building was
sold and later destroyed by fire.)

The District No. 15 or Tanyard School on the Springfield side of
the town boundary went through a similar decline, and finally was
closed in 1922. A photograph taken about 1906 shows it to have
been a plain one-story, three-by-three-bay, clapboarded, gable-
roofed building with a diminutive corner ell (presumably the
privy):; it was entered by a four-panel door and lighted by six-
over—-six sash. The only decorative feature was a cornice molding
along the eaves and short gable returns. (This schoolhouse was
subsequently torn down when the road intersection was changed.)

Around the turn of the twentieth century, the raill shipment of
£fluid milk from Vermont to the urban centers began to occur. The
Boston Dairy Co. constructed a creamery in Bellows Falls about
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1906, and some Parker Hill farmers were almost certainly among
its suppliers, taking their cans of milk to Rockingham depot.
That creamery, however, was only the precursor of a much larger
counterpart that followed fifteen years later. A cooperative of
dairy farmers in southeastern Vermont was organized in 1920 to
establish a better outlet for their milk, and the Bellows Falls
Co-operative Creamery opened the next year. The modern concrete
processing plant near the Bellows Falls railroad station bottled
milk and cream for shipment by insulated milk car to Boston. The
co-operative secured a long-term contract with First National
Stores for retail sales under the brand name of "Brookside Milk."

The advent of fluid milk shipment to urban markets brought
greatly increased concern about sanitary handling at the farms
where the milk was produced. State health regulations were
adopted in the 1920s to require the construction of separate
buildings for cooling milk and cleansing equipment. These little
single-story, one-room milkhouses appeared on several Parker Hill
farms, including the Fletcher-Tanner (#7), Gould-Hadwen (#50),
and, later, the Damon-Baker (#1) farms (only these examples have
survived to the present).

Three dairy farmers on the Rockingham side of Parker Hill were
principals in the organization of the Bellows Falls Co-operative
Creamery. Hugh F. O'Brien of the Locke-0'Brien Farm (#27) and
Frank W. Weeden of the Weeden Farm (#35) belonged to its original
board of directors (and served as officers into the 1950s).
Another organizer, John B. Abbott of the Allbee-Abbott Farm
(#28) , brought the first milk to the newly opened plant.

While O'Brien and Weeden were heirs to the Parker Hill farms
owned by their fathers, John Abbott (1883-1963) came from a much
more cosmopolitan background albeit a native Vermonter himself.
After graduating from the University of Vermont, he took a
graduate degree from Purdue University and remained there to
become professor of chemistry. 1In 1916, he moved to a teaching
position at the University of Massachusetts, and while there two
vears later he purchased the former Allbee farm in Rockingham.
(His wife, Myra, came from the adjoining town of Westminster.)
Abbott then hired a member of another prominent Parker Hill
farming family, Milton Cutler (son of Charles), to manage the
farm. Milton held that position throughout the 1920s, and
started the practice of hauling milk by truck directly from
Parker Hill farms to the Bellows Falls creamery.
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John Abbott's career shifted in 1925 when he joined the National
Fertilizer Association as a specialist in hayland and pasture.
Seven years later, he became Director of Research for. the
American Cyanamid Co. and during the following decade he worked
closely with the agricultural experiment stations of many state
universities, studying and lecturing throughout the United States
and Canada. In 1930 and 1937, he attended as a delegate and
speaker two International Grassland Congresses in Great Britain.

In 1942, Abbott "retired" to his Rockingham farm where he applied
the theory and practice of grassland farming. He achieved a
successful adaptation of the Hohenheim system of rotational
grazing and pasture management. Dividing his usable acreage, he
devoted 60 per cent to grazing and 40 per cent to raising winter
feed. The pasture was further subdivided into seven separate
enclosures. During the months (May-June) of most productive
growth, cows were allowed to graze on three or four of the
rougher areas. The other areas were mechanically harvested and
the crop was stored as ensilage (with beet pulp added as a
preservative) for feeding during the later summer months of much
reduced pasture growth. Abbott chose to grow a mixture of
grasses and perennial legumes for meadow crops and corn for the
major grain crop that he ensiled for winter feed.

The first major architectural expression of Abbott's progressive
practices appeared about 1930, when the main dairy barn (#28C)
was erected across the road from the farmhouse. Not only was it
the first modern dairy barn in the historic district; it was
unlike most of the dairy barns then being built in Vermont. Its
design probably came from the extension service of a middle-
western university, being distinguished by an expansive arched
(or bowed gambrel) roof framed with laminated rafters. The
barn's ground-level cow stable was surmounted by a cavernous loft
for storage of the hay needed by Abbott's large dairy herd. One
cylindrical silo and later another were erected next to the barn
for ensilage. A smaller barn (#28B) of similar design was built a
decade later for young cattle. :

The onset of the Great Depression about 1930 was accompanied by a
profound change in the traditional pattern of land ownership and
occupancy on Parker Hill. Like so-called hill farms throughout
Vermont, agricultural enterprise was discontinued on some of the
Parker Hill farms. Furthermore, an unprecedented transfer of
ownership in 1931 conveyed the Thayer-Albee Farm (#9) not to
another resident farmer but to an out-of-state (Indiana) resident
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who intended to live there only during the summer. This was the
first of several transactions during the same decade that
transferred Parker Hill farms from resident farmers to non-
resident or part-time resident owners from New York or other
metropolitan areas.

While agriculture was being discontinued on some Parker Hill
farms, a major shift of activity was undertaken on the Gammell-
Bolles Farm (#21) in Rockingham. Poultry raising had emerged in
Vermont during the early twentieth century as an important and
profitable enterprise; by 1936, it contributed (after dairying)
the second largest amount of income on the state's farms. That
same year, Francis A. Bolles, a Bellows Falls lawyer, together
with Frank W. Weeden, owner of the nearby Weeden Farm (#35),
started the large-scale raising of turkeys under the name of
Green Mountain Turkey Farmn.

Bolles and Weeden either built or adapted an existing barn into a
five-story turkey barn (later demolished), and the enterprise
became the largest White Holland turkey farm in New England. The
farm won three Grand Champion awards during the late 1930s and
early 1940s at the Boston Poultry Show. After the Second World
War, poultry raising in Vermont gradually declined, and Parker
Hill's dominant turkey business ended about 1952.

Meanwhile, John Abbott at the Allbee-Abbott Farm (#28) entered a
different kind of poultry business about 1945, when a chicken
barn (#28D) was added to his farm complex. Abbott produced
hatching eggs for Hubbard Farms, a major supplier of chicks in
Walpole, New Hampshire. After adding a second barn (later
removed), Abbott expanded his flock to 1,200 laying hens by 1955.

During the last two years of the 1930s, four adjacent farms in
the Springfield part of the historic district were purchased by
out—-of-state residents. All of these owners eventually moved to
Parker Hill and have retained possession of the farmsteads during
the succeeding half-century to the present. Ralph C. and Helen
M. Baker acquired the adjacent Gould-Hadwen (#50) and former
Charles Cutler (#2) farms in 1938. The following year, they
purchased the adjoining former Samuel Damon farm (#1) and sold
the former Cutler farm to Charles and Gertrude Gulick.

Also in 1939, Stuart and Marion Eldredge joined the group
by purchasing the Fletcher-Cutler Farm (#4) to the south. Stuart
Eldredge subsequently created a unique visual record of the
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Parker Hill historic environment by painting many evocative scenes
of its buildings and landscapes during the next four decades,
showing several barns and outbuildings that have since been removed.
Several of those paintings are reproduced in the book, Hamlet in
the Hills, the history of the Parker Hill community written by
Gladness Wharton Luce, who resided on the Fletcher-Tanner Farm
(#7) during the period 1941-77. The Eldredges also made an
architecturally significant change in the Fletcher-Cutler House

by installing a high-style Federal entrance ensemble that had

been salvaged from the demolished Hetty Green House in Bellows
Falls village.

In a manner somewhat similar to what John Abbott did on the
Allbee-Abbott Farm (#28) at the south edge of the historic
district, Ralph Baker undertook medium-scale commercial

dairy farming on the former Damon farm (#1). He proceeded to
enlarge the barn, build the twin silos and the milkhouse, and
make other improvements while expanding the herd to about thirty
Jersey milking cows, the actual operation being conducted by a
resident manager. This enterprise continued until it proved
sufficiently unprofitable that Baker abandoned it in 1958.
Subsequently, however, the farm buildings have been carefully
maintained, and the Damon-Baker farmstead now retains a higher
degree of historic integrity than most of its Parker Hill
counterparts.

Baker's experience reflected the accelerating downward spiral of
Vermont agriculture during the 1950s and 1960s. Many factors
caused and compounded this trend. Only the most efficient and
committed farmers could survive under the constraints of limited
acreage of prime soils, inflating prices (except those paid for
agricultural products), rising property taxes, development
pressures, highway relocation (often through the best farmland),
and labor scarcity. Furthermore, the state's economic policy was
intentionally skewed away from agriculture (perceived as a
declining industry) and toward the recreational development that
was exacerbating the problems in farming. And new regulations
requiring the installation of expensive bulk-tank milk handling
systems in place of the traditional milk cans were the final blow
to many farms throughout the state.

Countering the general trend, John Abbott continued his highly
successful dairy and poultry farming through the 1950s. In 1952,
the Sixth International Grassland Congress was held in
Pennsylvania, and a group of about sixty delegates came to
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Rockingham to view Abbott's farm and his innovative practices in
raising forage crops. Then for three consecutive years (1955-
57), Abbott received the "Progressive Breeders' Registry Award "
from the Holstein-Friesian Association of America for his herd of
60 registered Holstein cows. Other awards and citations followed
during the next several years in recognition of Abbott's
achievements as both an internationally recognized agronomist and
a practicing farmer.

Other events during the 1960s exerted adverse influence on Parker
Hill agriculture. The northward construction of an Interstate
express highway reached Rockingham in 1962, opening through
routes from the urban centers of southern New England and New
York and reducing travel times to a few hours. This occurred
concurrently with the rapid development of downhill ski areas in
towns near Rockingham, and brought a sudden increase in the
demand for recreational houses or small lots for the construction
of same. Located conveniently near the Interstate highway and
the state highway (Route 103) leading to several ski areas,
Parker Hill began to attract out-of-state purchasers of houses
and land (including entire farms - but not for agricultural
purposes). An event more specifically detrimental to dairy
farming occurred in 1964 when the Bellows Falls Co-operative
Creamery lost its contract to supply milk and cream to the First
National Stores. The creamery stopped most processing the same
year, and ceased operation at the end of 1965.

Responding to the increasing demand for both recreational and
vear—-round houses, the owners of some Parker Hill farms began to
subdivide small lots from their land for the construction of
modern houses. This occurred, for example, during the 1960s at
the Walker-Cutler Farm (#43) where such lots were subdivided in a
large apple orchard on the east side of Parker Hill Road and on
the rougher pastured terrain across the road and south of the
cluster of farm buildings. The contemporary owners of the farm,
David and Marjorie Russell, kept the last dairy herd in the
Springfield portion of the historic district until discontinuing
the business in the early 1960s. (They continued farming part-
time, raising Welsh-Hackney ponies for a decade thereafter.)

Parker Hill agriculture lost its leading figure in 1963 with the
death of John Abbott, and the extraordinary vitality of his farm
did not endure. A large increase in the size of the dairy herd
and the construction of a new barn were soon followed by the
farm's financial failure and the collapse of both the new barn



NPS Form 10-000a OMB Approval No. 1024-0018
(8-08)

United States Department of the Interior
National Park Service

National Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Section number _ 8 Page 27 Windham and Windsor Cos., Vermont

and the main dairy barn (#28C) around 1970. The last commercial
dairy farm in the historic district thereby came to an abrupt
end. Subsequently the largest of Abbott's carefully managed
hayfields has been subdivided and two modern houses (#s31 and 32)
have been built along its north edge, although a local farmer
continues to cut hay on the remainder.

An event in the early 1970s at the Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21)
marked the symbolic demise of commercial agriculture on Parker
Hill and the conclusion of nearly two centuries of intensive
agricultural activities. The farm was sold to non-resident
owners whose primary interest was occasional recreational usage.
They proceeded to demolish the huge dairy/turkey barn in order to
improve the view southeastward from the house toward the
Connéecticut River valley. Not only did the Gammell-Bolles Farm
thereby lose its principal agricultural building; Parker Hill
lost a unique representative of a large-scale, twentieth-century
agricultural enterprise. Subsequently the open fields of the
farm have been partly subdivided and two modern houses have been
built in them, thereby altering their agricultural character.

The historic farmhouse and other outbuildings remain at the
Gammell-Bolles Farm, and the current owners have revived some
agricultural activities while using the farm to raise horses.
This has become the notable exception among the farms in the
Rockingham portion of the Parker Hill district. After nearly a
century of Weeden family farming ended on the nearby Weeden

Farm (#35), the large dairy barn was removed about 1970 and the
fields have not been mowed in recent years. At the Locke-0O'Brien
Farm (#27) on O'Brien Road, only the historic farmhouse remains
standing, used occasionally for recreational purposes by an
absentee owner. Along the opposite side of the road (outside the
historic district), the last barn was dismantled about 1985 and
the overgrowing fields have been partly subdivided into small
lots for modern houses.

An attempt was made during the middle 1980s by an out-of-state
corporation to expand the scale of land subdivision and
development on Parker Hill to an unprecedented degree. The
company purchased a relatively large tract of land south of the
Gammell-Bolles Farm (#21) for the purpose of c¢reating a multi-lot
subdivision, and began clear-cutting the second-growth forest and
constructing roads without the required state permits. A legal
intervention forced the company to cease work but not before
several acres were stripped of trees and crude roads were
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bulldozed through the area adjoining the east side of the Parker
Hill Road. The ongoing litigation has left the landscape in that
severely disturbed condition for SOme yvears now, and the ultimate
resolution of the case appears uncertaln.

A different kind of threat to theiintegrity of the historic
district emerged during the late 1980s. Another out-of-state
corporation proposed to construct:a pipeline for transporting
natural gas from Canada diagonally across Vermont to reach urban
markets in Massachusetts. The route selected for the pipeline
would take it diagonally across the Springfield portion of the
historic district. A pumping station would stand in the wvicinity
of the Gear-Rollins (#47) and Fletcher-Cutler (#4) houses,
creating a serious intrusion in one of the here-to-fore least
altered areas of the historic district. Various financial and
regulatory problems have brought this project to at least a
temporary halt prior to the onset of construction.

Responding to these challenges, several residents have formed the
Parker Hill Association in an attempt to achieve a position of
collective strength. Members have become actively involved both
in the cases of the unpermitted c¢lear-cutting and road building
and the planned pipeline project. The Association has initiated
the current nomination of the Parker Hill Rural Historic District
to the National Register of Historic Places, the funding for
which has been provided by the Town of Rockingham (a Certified
Local Government) and the Vermont Division for Historic
Preservation.

At the present time (1990), the Parker Hill historic environment
is at a pivotal juncture in its evolution. Much physical
evidence of its traditional agricultural character remains on

the farmsteads, both in the extant buildings and the surrounding
landscape. Agricultural activity, however, has dwindled to the
verge of extinction. Unneeded or scarcely used outbuildings are
being undermaintained and then lost to attrition. The fields and
pastures have virtually ceased to grow crops (other than hay) or
to feed animals, and the relentless advance of brush and trees
continues to encroach on the remaining open areas. Meanwhile,
the landscape appears aesthetically superior to other parts of
Vermont and, especially, more heavily developed states to the
south, and the demand increases for small residential lots carved
from the farmland. Several long-term owners of Parker Hill
farmsteads have reached advanced ages or recently died,
increasing the probability of their sale and subdivision. And
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major development projects are impinging from without. The
integrity of the historic district now hangs in the balance.
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The boundary of the Parker Hill PRural Historic Diztrict iz
dzlineatzad by a dash-dot-dash line drawn on the skestch mapo
acc ing the nomination form. The boundary follows primarily
the 12ters of open fislds that sither are shown on the a
offizcizl Varmont Bass Map (Series 5000 31974 - Rockingham and
Cobbls Hi 11 zhestg)) made from aerial photographs of the Parker
Hil talten in 1974 or =rs known to exist a2t the pressent
(19 Szcondarily the boundary follows propsarty lines depnicted
on cfficial 190827-22 taix mans of the Towns of Rockinghan and
Soris 14, Other ssctions o% the boundzarv follow ths =dgess of
town way oy railroad rightsz-of-way
BOUNDARY JUSTIFICATION
Tha bH ary oi the Parker Eill Rurel Eistoric District
sncon 2s essentially the land area and farmsteads historicalliy
agzociataed with the Parker Eill community. 2long the north side
of historic district, a marksd changes in ths terralin and a
break in the historic continuity serve to delimit its extent.
Merth of the Gould-Hadwen (#51) and Damon-Davis (#1) Farms, the
tarrain clopes abruptly downward into the Seavers Brool wvalley
and szveral modasrn houses havs bsszn built on small lots .aleong ths
Parkaoy Hill Road. The easzt =side of the historic district
cz2nerally snclosss the prassntly open fislds belonging to ths
gzverzl farmsteads southward to the vicinity of the Cross (oxr
Lz ncz) PBozd. Eastward from these fields, ths formerly opsn
pazturss associated with thesz2 farms have gensrally reverted to
mizad deciduocus and conifasrous forest and have lost their
higtoric agricultural character.
The land adjcining both sides ©of the Crosgss (or Lawresnce) Road has
bzan subdivided into smzall lots whers several houses have baen
iit in rzcent decades. Accordingly the boundary follews the
(north) property linzs of theses modsrn houses zlong ths
zidz of the road, and zxzcludes most of the road from the
ic district. The zrea south of thiz road has rougher.
2d tarrain that probably was never used intensively for
tural iurposes.— .
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Southward from the Cross (or Lawrence) Road, the boundar;
gznerally includes the fizlds adjoining the east side of Parker
Hill d but not the forezted land lving farther =zst. South of
the & 211-Bolles Farm (#21), the historic district includes
fornmer f£iezlds and pastures that have mostly overgrown with trees
in rscent descades after their agricultural usags csasad. An
abandonad road - marked by two stone culverts (3#s22 and 222) -
travarzss this aresa. Along O'Brien Road, the boundary includes
th ingle extant building (the houss) of the Locke-0O'Brien Farn
{3 and an zdjacent f£i=21d on the same =zide ha road. Ths
boundary excludss the overgrowing and subdividzsd fislds
northeastward along O'Brien Road and the intersscting Hinss Road,
where all historic fzrm buildings have besen removed and sesverzal
modzrn housss have bsen built.
Thz Allbhse-Abbott Farm (£28) serves to anchor thzs zouth =2nd of
the hiztoric district. The boundary extends z short distancs
farther south to include an adjacent historic houss (#30) and a
rai d overpass (#29). Ths Green HMountain Railroad track
co utss an obvious visuzl edge along thes bass of the
hi la. The contiguous land associated with the Allbese-Abbott
Fa 5 been partly subdivided and two modern houses have bzen
co cted on the =dges of the large field nerthwest of the
fz building cluster. Ths field, however, remzins in
ag turzl usage (being mowed for hay) and continuss to
co uts to the character of the historic district.
Thz wz2st boundary of the historic district generally corrzsszponds
T 2 t ge; f the remaining open fields along that side of
T Hill Road from the Allbee-Abbott Farm nerthward to the
e Farm (#38). These fields are bounded by thes nmizszd
4d coniferouz forzst that has regensrated where fields
an - g existed during the nineteenth centurv. Most of ths
1 of the intersscting Osgood Road is sxcluded f£from the
hi ig district. 211 historic buildings havz bssn removed from
the farmstzad at its west z2nd, and modsrn housz2se have besn built
i: 2 divided fields and pastures that are now »nartly
T to mi .

0 the Glynn-Brown Farm, the boundary extends mostly

' szcond-growth mixcsd forest, fcollowing either property

ox» fizlidstone walls that formerly enclosed fields and
pastures. Ilzar two zbandcnzd roads connacting thes Parker Hill
Pozd zand the Brockwsavs Milils vallev farthar wzcgst, the boundary
includzs ¢cslilar holeé b ng the sites cof abandonzd late
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gightzenth~ or 2arly nineteenth-century farmsteads such as thsat
helaonging Lo Gzorge Cutler (#46). The houndary liss gsnz=rally
sast of DParlksy, Cobble, and Pudding Hills to sncompass only land
azsociataed with ths Parkar Hill communityv.
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The following information repeats for all photographs except
where noted: .

Parker Hill Rural Historic District

Windham and Windsor Counties

Rockingham and Springfield, Vermont

Credit: Hugh H. Henry

Date: April 1990

Negative filed at Vermont Division for Historic Preservation

Photograph 1
Aerial view of Parker Hill Road (#49 on left, #1 on lower right);
view looking W. g

Photograph 2
Aerial view of Parker Hill Road (#47 on left, #48 on right); view
looking W.

Photograph 3
Aerial view of Lower Parker Hill Road (#9 on left, #8 on right);
view looking E.

Photograph 4
Aerial view of Parker Hill Road (#41 on left, #13 on lower
right); view looking W.

Photograph 5
Aerial view of Parker Hill Road (#35 on left, #24 on lower
center); view looking SW.

Photograph 6
Aerial view of Parker Hill Road (#28 on left, #32 on upper
right); view looking SW.

Photograph 7
Landscape of south edge of historic district (#31 on left) in
Williams River valley; view looking N.

Photograph 8
Landscape showing clearcut on east side of Parker Hill Road south
of #21, Connecticut River valley in distance; view looking SE.
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Photograph 9
Landscape along Parker Hill Road south of Cross Road; view
looking SW.

Photograph 10
Landscape from hill southeast of #37 (#38 on right); view
looking N.

Photograph 11
Parker Hill Road-scape (#41 on left) - view looking N.

Photograph 12
Landscape east of #13 toward Connecticut River valley; view
looking NE.

Photograph 13
Landscape showing #48A on left, Ascutney Mountain in distance;
view looking N.

Photograph 14
Date: May 1990 :
Lower Parker Hill Road-scape south of #7; view looking SE.

Photograph 15
Farm road intersecting Lower Parker Hill Road north of #8: wview
looking NE.

Photograph 16
Date: May 1990
01d town road northwest of #44; view looking NW.

Photograph 17
Date: May 1990
Abandoned town road north of #22; view looking N.

Photograph 18
Granite outcrop and small quarry north of #11; view looking E.

Photograph 19 .
Damon-Baker Farmstead (#sl, 1A-1D) -~ view looking NE.

Photograph 20
Damon—-Baker House (#1) - W, S facades; view looking NE.
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Photograph 21
Horse barn (#1A) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 22
Dairy barn, Milkhouse, Shed (#s1B, 1C, 1E) - W, S facades; view
looking NE.

Photograph 23
Chicken house (#1D) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 24
Cutler-Gulick House (#2) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 25
Mary Eldredge House (#3) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 26
Fletcher-Cutler House (#4) - S, E facades: view looking NW.

Photograph 27
Fletcher—-Cutler House (#4) - main (S) entrance; view looking N.

Photograph 28
Fletcher-Cutler House (#4)

N, W facades; view looking SE.

Photograph 29
Shed/chicken coop (#4A) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 30
Fletcher-Tanner Farmstead (#s7, 7A-7C); view looking SE.

Photograph 31
Fletcher-Tanner House, horse barn (#7) - W, S facades; view
looking NE.

Photograph 32
Fletcher-Tanner House (#7) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 33 .
Fletcher-Tanner House (#7) - main (S) entrance; view looking NE.

Photograph 34
North barn (#7A) - W, S facades; view looking NE.
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Photograph 35
West barn (#7B) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 36
Milkhouse (#7C) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 37
Haseltine—-Carey Farmstead (#s8, 8A-8B); view looking NE.

Photograph 38
Haseltine~Carey House (#8) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 39
Chicken house (#8A) — W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 40
Shed (#8B) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 41
Date: May 1990
Bank barn, Milkhouse foundations (#s8E, 8D); view looking SE.

Photograph 42
Thayer—-Allbee Farmstead (#s9, 9A-9B) - view looking N.

Photograph 43
Thayver—-Allbee House (#9) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 44
Thayer—Allbee House (#9) - main (E) entrance; view looking W.

Photograph 45
Cottage (#9A) - s, E facades; view looking N.

Photograph 46
Barn (#9B) ~ S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 47
Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13) - W, S facades; view
looking NE.

Photograph 48
Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13) - N, W facades; view
looking SE.
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Photograph 49

Credit: Vaughn F. Hadwen collection

Date: c¢. 1900

Lewis and Martha Cutler House (#13), barn (removed) - W, S
facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 50

Credit: Vaughn F. Hadwen collection

Date: <¢. 1900

Lewis and Martha Cutler Barn (removed) - S facade; view
looking E.

Photograph 51
Date: May 1990
House (#18) - W, S facades: view looking NE.

Photograph 52
White—-Hadwen Farmstead (#19) at intersection of Parker Hill
(left), Cross Roads; view looking N.

Photograph 53
White—-Hadwen House (#19) - S, E facades; barn foundation (#19C);
view looking NW.

Photograph 54
White—Hadwen House (#19) ~ W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 55
White-Hadwen House (#19) - main (S) entrance; view looking N.

Photograph 56
Shed (#19B) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 57 .
Donald Cuming House (#20) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 58
Gammell-Bolles Farmstead (#§21, 21A, 21D):; view looking NW.

Photograph 59
Gammell-Bolles House (#21) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 60
Barn (#212) - NW, SW facades; view looking E.
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Photograph 61
Sugarhouse (#21B) with maple sugarbush in background; view
looking S.

Photograph 62
Sugarhouse (#21B) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 63
Date: May 1990
Stone culvert (#22) on abandoned road - E face; view looking SW.

Photograph 64
Locke-0O'Brien House (#27) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 65
Locke-0O'Brien House (#27)

S, E facades; view looking W.

Photograph 66
Allbee—-Abbott House (#28)

W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 67
Date: May 1990
Carriage shed (#28A) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 68

Date: May 1990

Young-stock, Dairy barns (#s28B-28C) - N facades; view looking
SW.

Photograph 69
Date: May 1990
Chicken barn (#28D) - S facade; view looking NW.

Photograph 70
Equipment shed (#28E) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 71
Abbott Tenant House (#29) - E, N facades; view looking SW.

Photograph 72
Green Mountain Railroad Overpass (#30) - S face; view looking N.

Photograph 73
 Houses (#s32, 31) built on Allbee-Abbott Farm (#28) field - S, E
facades; view looking NW.
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Photograph 74
Weeden Farmstead (#s35, 35A); view looking SW.

Photograph 75
Weeden House (#35) - S. E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 76
Weeden House (#35) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 77
Barn (#35A) - E, N facades; view looking SW.

Photograph 78
Gammell house/wheelwright shop site (#36) from NW corner - view
looking SE.

Photograph 79
Date: May 1990
Josiah White barn site (#37) from W side; view looking E.

Photograph 80
Glynn-Brown Farmstead (#38); view looking NW.

Photograph 81
Glynn-Brown House (#38) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 82
Glynn-Brown House (#38) - main (E) entrance; view looking W.

Photograph 83 .
Barn (#38A) ~ E facade; view looking W.

Photograph 84
Universalist Church site (#42); view looking NW.

Photograph 85
Burying Ground (#42A); view looking NE.

Photograph 86
Burying Ground (#42A) - gravestone of Isaac Parker; view
looking E.

Photograph 87 ‘
Walker-Cutler Farmstead (i#s43, 43A-43B); view looking NW.
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Photograph 88
Walker—-Cutler House (#43) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 89
Barn (#43A) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 90
Horse barn (#43B) -~ S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 91
Date: May 1990
John Prescott House (#44) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 92
Date: May 1990
Sugarhouse (#44A) -~ E, N facades; view looking SW.

Photograph 93
Date: May 1990
Timothy Closson house site (#45) from W side; view looking E.

Photograph 94
Date: May 1990
George Cutler farmstead site (#s46, 46A); view looking NW.

Photograph 95

Date: May 1990

George Cutler house foundation (#46) from SE corner; view
looking NW.

Photograph 96
Date: May 1990
Barn/shed foundation (#46A) from E side; view looking W.

Photograph 97
Gear-Rollins House, barn, cottage (#s47, 47A-47B); view looking
NW. . _

Photograph 98
Gear—-Rollins House (#47) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 99
Barn (#47A) - W, S facades; view looking N.
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Photograph 100
Harlow-Cutler Farmstead (#s48, 48A); view looking NW.

Photograph 101
Harlow—-Cutler House (#48) - S, E facades: view looking NW.

Photograph 102
Barn (#48A) - E, N facades; view looking SW.

Photograph 103
Gould-Hadwen Farmstead (#s50, 50A~50C): view looking W.

Photograph 104 .
Gould-Hadwen House (#50) - S, E facades; view looking NW.

Photograph 105
Gould-Hadwen House (#50) - E facade; view looking W.

Photograph 106
Gould-Hadwen House (#50) - N, W facades; view looking SE.

Photograph 107
Shed, Milkhouse, Shed/ocffice (#s50C, 50B, B50A) - S, E facades;
view looking NW.

Photograph 108 :
Shed/office (#50A) - W, S facades; view looking NE.

Photograph 109

Credit: Emily Hadwen

Date: <c¢. 1880

Painting of Gould-Hadwen Farmstead (#50) showing numerous
outbuildings; view looking W.



