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1. Name of Property ___________________________
historic name N/A
other names/site number Turnage House

2. Location
street & number Turnage Road for publication
city, town Montpelier I y I vicinity
state Mississippi code MS county Clav code 25 zip code

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
I"*] private 
I I public-local 
i I public-State 
[~l public-Federal

Category of Property 
fxj building(s) 
I I district 
I I site
I_I structure 
I I object

Number of Resources within Property
Contributing 

1
Noncontributing 

Q buildings
____ sites
____ structures
_^__ objects 

^ Total
Name of related multiple property listing: 
Clay County Multiple Resource Area

Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National'Register 0_____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
PN nomination I I request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property E meets didoes not meet the National Register criteria, dlsee continuation sheet.

Signature of certifying official 
Deoutv State Historic Preservation Off ir-pr

State or Federal agency and bureau

Date

In my opinion, the property dJ meets didoes not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting or other official

I _ I See continuation sheet.

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification Cutmed in tho— 
Hatlonal Begiste?,I, hereby, certify that this property is:

[V7l entered in the National Register.
  LJ See continuation sheet, 

n] determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
CH other, (explain:) ___________

/*r\^/-Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: single dwelling___________ Domestic; single dwelling_______

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation brick Piers______
Other: double-pen dogtrot_________ walls __ wnnH; board

roof ______rnmicratp.fi 
other

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Turnage House is a one story, frame, side-gabled "dogtrot" structure with a 
two-room rear ell and substantial front and rear porches.

The facade of the house is three bay (window, opening, window). The windows 
are 4/4 double hung sash, in plain frames. The exterior covering of the house is 
board and batten siding. The corrugated metal roof is pierced by a stacked chimney 
serving the right pen and middle room of the ell. (See Photos # 1 & 3. )

Doors open into the dogtrot from all four rooms. Some are plank, like the one 
on the rear shed addition of the left pen. (See Photo #4.) Others are a common 
early 20th century type with one light over a paneled bottom. The ( shed roofed 
front porch runs full length across the house. The rear porch extends from the rear 
of the open- passageway to the end of the ell. Porch floors are flush boards. Those 
in the dog^trot are tongue-and-groove. A narrow, plank, straight-run stair from the 
back of the dogtrot allows access to the open upstairs space, an attic. (See Photo 
# 2.)

Alterations to the house include: replacement of some brick foundation piers 
with concrete block piers, covering of leaking upstairs windows, addition of a shed 
roofed bathroom to the rear of the left pen (and some aluminum siding on its 
exterior), and paneling with modern wood products on interior walls. The "front 
room" mantel is original. (See Photo #5.)

I I See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally I I statewide i^~i locally

Applicable National Register Criteria I IA I IB Qc I ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) I |A I IB I 1C I ID I IE I IF I |G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Architecture 1907 1907 ___

Cultural Affiliation
N/A_____

Significant Person Architect/Builder
'_________________________ ______Unknown

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Turnage dogtrot is locally significant as the best remaining example in 
Clay County of the early 20th century double-pen dogtrot house.

As mentioned in the Residential Resources section of the Historic Context 
statement, plain, vernacular house forms were the residences of choice from the time 
the land was opened for white settlement up into the first third of the 20th 
century. Indeed, the simple early vernacular forms have been superceded in recent 
years only by the technology that produces kit or packaged houses which can be 
delivered to a site and erected quickly.

Built in 1907 by Clay County farmer Virgil Reid as the center of his small 
homestead operation, it has been occupied since 1915 by members of the Turnage 
family, who first rented, then bought the house in the 1940s. The house is modest 
in scale, style, and fittings, but outstanding in integrity. The Turnage sisters 
who have maintained the house since the 1940s have kept it dry, unpainted and almost 
unchanged on the exterior, though they have altered the interior in traditional 20th 
century ways. The Turnage dogtrot is the only one remaining with upstairs access 
located between the pens in the covered passageway, A narrow, steep wooden stair 
serves the attic, windowed at each end, which once was the children's sleeping loft.

I I See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

See Historic Context bibliography,

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I I previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
CH designated a National Historic Landmark 
[___] recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # ________________________________
1 ] recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record #

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
[y~l State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
D Other 
Specify repository: 

Miss. Dept. of Archives S History

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property Approximately 1 acre

UTM References
A U.6| 1512,218.9.01 15,713.217.5.0! 

Zone Easting Northing

Cl . I || . i i i I i i I . I . . I

B i i
Zone Easting

Dl . I I I .

Northing

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The boundaries of the Turnage House include the frontage from the dwelling south to 
Turnage Road and land within 50 feet of each other cardinal direction from the 
house.

Section 5, Township 16, Range 4   South half of the north half of the northwest 
quarter.

Boundary Justification

The boundaries include the house and the land immediately around it within the 
acreage traditionally associated with the house.

[~~1 See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Joan Embreename/title

organization Preservation Consultant
street & number.
city or town __
Owners: O.M.

date 8/4/89
20 Lake Valley Road
Stflrkvi 11

telephone 
state __

f6D11524-0410
MS zip code _59759_

A. 0. Turnage, Rt. 1, Box 25, Cedar Bluff, MS 59741
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