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1. Name of Property
historic name GIRTQN HALL___________________________________________________ 
other names/site number Senior Women ! s Hall_______________________ __ ______ __

2. Location
I I not for publicationstreet & number University of California
I I vicinitycity, town Berkeley

zip code 94708"s?.ate California code county Alameda code 001

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
EH private 
[71 public-local 
[5 public-State 
•H) public-Federal

Category of Property
PH building(s)
I I district
I I site
I I structure
( I object

Name of related multiple property listing:
NA

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1 ____ buildings 
____ ____ sites 
____ ____ structures 
____ ____ objects

1 ____Total 
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register ______

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As_the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
Ld nomination LJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In myopioiopl, the property LxJ roaet

Signature of certifying official 
California Oifice of

s EJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet. 
AJtjfittJj ̂  ^//S'/<?/

Date ' / 
Historic Preservation

Stats or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EJ meets EJdoes not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:

Sj entered in the National Register.
Ej See continuation sheet. 

! I determined eligible for the National
Register. [~~1 See continuation sheet. 

| determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I removed from the National Register. 
I other, (explain:) ___________

ftotered In 
/ £? national
+^4^/Qr*yt*^^____ f-~- 0————————

r

of the Keeper Date of Action



6. . Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)

oOCI.-iL / Clubhouse
H^CKF.A^ION ,\ND CULTURE /

i'lusic Facility

7. Description
Architectural Classification 
(enter categories from instructions)

Bungalow/Craftsman
Other: First San Francisco Bay

Tradition

-

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Architectural Description

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
"li/JCATION / School

Materials (enter categories from instructions) 

foundation Concrete
walls .'OUD / Weatherboard

(Redwood Clapboard.)
roof A o HH A LT S n i n g 1 e
other H R T C |v C n i m n r- y ••* n d r ' r o n. t , • i 1 K

of Girt on Hall

Summary

Girton Hall is a small, cor.y cottage 

situated on the eastern side of the University of 

California camous, in Berkeley, next to the Cowell 

Hospital, and not far from tne faculty Glade, and the 

Chemistry and Physics buildings. Originally to be founa 

in an cpen meadow, on tne banics of the Strawberry Creek, 

which is now covered over at that point, Girton Hall 

was moved some 60 yards downhill, in tne 19^0's, to tno 

position vhere it stands today in a small ^lade of 

young redvvood trees. Constructed around a siap;le an in 

room, with an office and a S'aall Kitchen to either side, 

Girton Hall projects the outward appearance of merely 

a small cottage or insignificant camuus .n.^eting hall. 

Un the outside, the central portion of the building is 

framed by t.vo small jings, giving Girton ilall a sy'iime cricai

See continuation sheet



8 Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

I I nationally [XX] statewide I I locally

Applicable National Register Criteria FTI A I I B |x"1 C ! I D

iteria Considerations (Exceptions) I I A [T] B I )C i ID I IE I IF I ] G

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Social History __

_____Architecture____________________
_____Other: Women's

Period of Significance
1911-1941

Significant Dates

Cultural Affiliation

Significant Person Architect/Builder

Morgan, Julia -architect
bruce, Ailliam - builder____________________________________________

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above

Summary

The- historical significance of Girton Kail seerric 

to be notable in t <vo areas. First, by the arcnitec tural 

consideration, in wnich tnis building, having been 

designed by Julia Morgan, deserves so'ne real recognition 

merely by the account of having been the .VOI-K of one of 

the west eoar-t's most significant arcnitects in the early 

part of tnis century. Secondly, this building <vas 

constructed on the imperative of a group of .vomen stuuents, 

who sa/v the importance of having a senior gatnering nail, 

the same as the Senior mien's hall, vhich the men students 

had already constructed. Although Hirton Hall is certainly 

small, it may be no smaller than the Senior ^en's Hall, 

on the ber/teley campus, aad at the time of its construction 

it represented a significant step in the progress of equal 

rights for -A/ omen, and equal reoresentat ion on the 

University ca-npus.

I See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

1. Building .Vith Nature: Roots of the San Francisco Bay Region 
Tradition
by Leslie Mandelson Kreudenheirn and Elisabeth SacKs Sussman 
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c.

2. Julia Morgan, Architect
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Cross River Press, Ltd. 
Abbeville Press Publishers 
New York

c. 1988

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I 1 preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested
I 1 previously listed in the National Register 
I I previously determined eligible by the National Register 
0 designated a National Historic Landmark 
I I recorded by Historic American Buildings

Survey # ___________________________ 
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering

Record f____________________________

CD See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
HU State historic preservation office 
I I Other State agency 
f~~] Federal agency 
[~~] Local government 
fxl University
GGOther --Berkeley Architectural lierit 
Specify repository: Assn. 
U.C. Library; The Bancroft Library. 

Environmental Design Library
10. Geographical Data

creage of property Less than one acre

UTM References
A 11.01 13165 17 iO. 3 I I** .119 .117 A .9 I 

Zone Easting Northing
B

Zone Easting
Dl . I I I .

I I

I I

Northing 

1,1,1,,

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

Please see attached scale map.

continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundaries encompass the building and its immediate setting.

continuation sheet
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layout along a horizontal axis; the :nain front 

door enters into the north ving:, and croceed3 from a. 

small vestibule into the main room of Girton Hall. Ifie 

two wings extend out A/' •! i •• t Le back: of the hall, to 

form the perimeters of a functional outdoor porch 

(this porch used to be overlooking; the creeK until 

Girton Hall was moved; it further extends the point of 

view of the back, of the building). A. moderately 

weathered wooden clapboard exterior affords Girton rial! 

the easy rustic, woodsy appearance of the earliest 

examples of First 3an Francisco bay Tradition con 

structions. An overworn shingle roof of natural red.vood 

was reolaced by asphalt saingles at some point during tne 

lifetirre of Girto-i Hall, which lends a sonevrat more 

artificial effect to the entire building.
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•V'hile it has at one time been moved a Very short 

distance, tne structural integrity of the Girton hail 

building seems to have survived entirely intact. -«hile 

the move of Girton nail vas net a long one, the patn of 

the move is located over sucn difficult terrain that such 

a move by today's standards vould nee -n to be • impossible. 

The full thirty foot ^rop into the shcrt ravine at the 

bottom of >vr.ich Girton Kail today is located .vouid seer: 

imoossible to negotiate if it vvere not for the narro 1, 

ro.^d, a srort dist'.trice to one side, but even tnis oath 

seems so-n•:->.vhat implausible. Constructed of heavy b_a"i 

structural elements, visible fro.n the inside of Girtjn 

riall, tyoical of the design methods associated .vith the 

Shingle style, mucri of the building still acpears to be 

strong, complete a-id unharmed, self-suoport ing and 

unaffected by the move, or any degradation by age 

A/h'itsoever. further structural additions to Oirton iiall are 

uncertain, but that nay be closely narrc.ved do.vn to 

1971 or thereabouts, when Girton hall -vas turned over 

to the UC childcare program, include a nowly constructed
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fireplace (wnile the exterior chimney r-j/n-.iried intact), 

replacement of an inside doorway, ^nd extensive recon 

struction and remodeling within the small nortncrn -vinp.', 

including the installation of a small' Kitchen, ana a nr- v 

location fcr a bathroom and a coatroom. In addition, on 

the southern wing of Girton Hall, vbere there had originally 

been a small sun porch, with windo vs opening to the air, 

and by all appearances, as indicated by the original floor 

plans, dra.vn by Julia Morgan, a full bricu floor vhich 

extended in continuation onto the bacx. porch or terrace 

area, walls were put in, and .windows constructed, sep 

arating completely the former c.un. porch from the bacK. 

oorch area, creating; an entirely ne v roo-n which h'is no v 

been put !;o use as Girton Kail office soa.ce. otill, for 

all these chanp-es, the full structural and design integrity 

of Girton Hall seems to remain largely intact; the buiidin.- 

jvalls stand on i solid foundation, which does not seem to 

be haohazardly constructed nor offer-any evidence of trie 

building having been moved or remodeled at all, and trie 

outward appearance of the whole building is one of 

appropriateness and harmony.
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Beyond the mere aspect of integrity, the design of 

Girt on riall, in the initial out.vard aspect reasonably 

simple, develops a certain degree .; f symmetrical int^-rpL-iy 

betveen the particular design elements, .vhich maK.es 

Girton Hall seem more of an uncommon construction to a 

close inspection. .ind the uniqueness of this design 

interplay fits approoriately vita the conceptual style 

of Julia Morgan's design. The b lilding of Girton Hall 

is not centered in the conventional <vay along a regular 

front and b-aor co ordination; the front door1 h ? o been 

placed to one side, on the northern .ving, and the front 

;vall of the buildinr ha:s all the apnearance of having 

been designed for the bickside of any other builairv. 

Inside, there are no .vindovs through vhich one may IOOK 

out on the ground level, on the front •"all of trie biildirig, 

instead, there is a clerestory ro.v of windows all along 

the f~ont of tne main central part of the building, n^*" 

?xter.ding to the external .vings on either side, directly 

underneath the e^ves of the roof. 'Ihis clerestory rov 

extends fully across the front of the building, e^ceot 

where interrupted by the- chimney, symmetrically placed 

right ir the center of the main front w^ll, H~ .vrao-?

around, about threr f-?t d«er. along tho sides of the .ia in 

building, endin,'.; '.vhere it ib vi \::?t <* the beginning of tii^
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t v> vir. £5--. on either .:, idr. Th-.'se t ,vc virig^, on north a.-:u 

oout-h, -ire net direct I/ centered ;.-.' ing tho longi *• ud ir -xl 

axis of th-.? building, but }••; ^h^r have been mo^-cd ;ioi":- r,o 

i: he back, 'vher-.- th :• .iif fere r, t. " M 1 ^-o.-. the b-iCK .vill 0.1" r '•:•- 

•i'-tin part of the building forms the sp-'tce NL ':.ch becores 

the hack oorch. From the b'-«CA. the real out v-ird aspecr 

of the central main room of Girton nail ^ainr its o,,Vvaru 

viewpoint with, a .vide and spacious bay •"! ndow, vn-'ch 

nevertheless has be^n sunken betvsen the .nore dominating 

aspects of the back of the t.vo •.vinjro and 'he location of 

the porch directly in front. -Vhilr ^n« *nav he afforded 

a clear view from inside Girton Hall, it is narrowed by 

the presenc 0 of the t.vo .vin^-.s; one must step outride 

to be unobstructed by t..-.? presence of the porch, and one 

must leave the porch and building entirely ir. order to 

gain any perspective of the viev to ^ither side. 'ln<* <IOST 

basic and siaiple out.vard appearance, as though it .-/ere 

merely a cottage, gives «ay to a harmonically ci iccived 

interior, executed for a fully self-contained building, 

nevertheless presented <vith curious and contrary aspects 

appropriated more to draw the attention avay from the
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building's center than to completely enclose th.- 

asioect of the interior of the building, in its 

entirety, yet out.vardly ^nd from first glance tne 

building effectively hides so much of the uniqueness 

of this detail. f [ he simple nipped roof, extended on 

either s id 3 by the small ^ings of th."> building, com 

pletes the outvard ensemble of the building as a 

cottage, bestowing an out.varaly ,vr:ile appearance A/ner^ 

inside the building waxes someA/nat more contrary.

The Cnintney of Girton nail, in the center of th-. 

front \vall, io .vonderfuliy constructed in square .rect-mgular 

brick arrangements. Altnough the fireplace was partially 

removed and reconstructed //hen the building -vas moved or 

later, the outside chiiiney remained intact and still displays 

some remarkable bricK/vork, simple anc1 unique, quite evocative 

and typical of Julia Morgan's style of design. The generous 

fireplace, although having been reconstructed, still stands 

dominant at the center of the main room of Girton i'all, the 

focal point of the .vhole room, if it ,vere not for th-> 

viewpoint presented from the rather expansive glass windovs 

directly opposite to the firenlace, which draw one's 

attention a.vay from this focal noint on the fireplace,
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a sort of conflicting juxtaposition set uo perhaps 

olayfully by Miss Morgan. The attention seems to be 

dravn outward, to the back oorch and to the vie.v wnicn 

may be seen from the bay vindovs. Seen from tne front 

of the building, the back: portion of the outside chimney 

seems to have been laid in a particularly square pattern, 

achieved by laying the bricK.s end on or by utilising a 

special cut of brick:; this central patterning of brictc 

has been franed on the outer part of the cnimney, by 

bricks laid in a more regular pattern. '1 he same square 

motif used on this part of tn-- ch^inej has been utili/ed 

intermittently in disparate ure-.is around Girton Hall, aid 

as such seems to be the e r factive liiiit on the ornamental 

decoration of Girton Hall. A minimalist style of decoration 

seems appropriate to Julia Morgan's style, and the choice 

spareness of this particular notif seems to be fully ;ithin 

the intent of Miss Morgan's design. The porch gat^- in tne 

back of the building, and tne .vindo-v design in the Bay .vindo.v, 

and along the clerestory on tne front of the building-, sno.v 

a development of this simple, square motif, but that seams
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to be the full extent of any ornamentation used on 

Girton Hall, as is typical of the simple Shingle style 

if not always of tne tirst San rrancisco i-ay Tradition. 

The inside fireplace, although having been reconstructed, 

still happens to be in possession of the building 1 s 

original fireplace grate, a rather cumbersome, and 

weighty iron object, uniquely embossed witn an emblematic 

metal design <.vhich displays tne letters "o.VH" (Senior 

,*/omen's Hall) in triple overlay, original even though 

this grate carries the original name of the building's 

use, not its construction.

The bay windo v of Girton nail, which IOOKLS out u jon 

the back porch of the building, has been formed in a 

square rectangular shape, ana not in the octagonal or 

polygonal shape so commonly seen in t lie more common 

Victorian design; moreover the bay window is situated 

not at the corner of the building, but in the center of 

the bacK wall, and in a position .vhich is fairly 

dominated by the presence of the buildings tvo wings 

on either side. Two separate vindows, the sane height 

as this bay '.vintiov, accompany and frame the bay ,vindo v

in the center of tbe bacK porch opening, and fit flusi' 

•with the sides of the two wings. The terrace wall 3 on
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the back porch are lo,v and thick, constructed around i 

solid frame, about ten inches jvide, and covered on two 

sides by the same clapboard as tne rest of the building, 

so that the .vail of the bacK porch seems to be constructed, 

completely as a composite ,vith the desig;n of t.ie rest 

of the building.

Assessing the impact of the move:

Although Girton Hall has been moved, the move was quite short, 

only sixty yards, and did not remove the building from its 

historic identification with this part of the UC Berkeley carcpi;?:-: 

It is believed that the building is still close enough to its 

original location to convey its historic associations clearly.
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At the building of C-irton aall, California A/as right 

at the peaK of a long period of energetxc .vomen'3 activism 

centered around the struggle to .A/in the right to vote 

for women, the suffrage, a. struggle vhich hiving begun 

in the early l390's, and even earlier, culminating in 

October 1911, vith California proferring -'oting right-: to 

adult women, by a narrov margin in .statewide b:lloting 

(125,000 - yes, lc! 1,000 -no). A previous vote .vhich .1,1 d 

been put before the voters in i8)6, registered 110,000 /is 

and 157,000 no, a premature refusal for California .v m^n. 

This was one of tne Tiore significant and heavily debated 

of the women's issues of tne day, and it .vas a signif ic .tat 

issue in its o/vn rignt, for turn of tne century California. 

,Vhile national .vcmen's suffrage was not ,vori until 19^0, at 

the time of the California vote at least four other vest era 

states: Wyoming, Utah, Colorado and Idaho had already given 

women full suff •••?•, -:.d many states allo.ved vo aen to 

vote exclusively in school and municipal elections, locally. 

•Vith Girton hall being built in 1911, this meant that its 

construction came at a time vnen women's issues and tne 

right to vote, for jvomen, A/ere coming to the forefront of 

the public attention. AS such Girton Hall represents not 

a milestone, but a m:r*in£ point, coinciding and not 

celebrating" ths triumph of ajuiring the wonen's vote,
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inasmuch as no real mention M as ever nude, in trie 

preparation and fund-raisim- for the construction of 

Girton Hall, in 190^-11, as to no <v trie benefit of tne 

vote for wonen night affect the rights for women on 

the University campus. The original and primary 

motive for the construction of Girton Hall, as citea 

in the press at tne time was to provide adequate and 

effective meeting space .vhere tne Senior women's singing 

groups and women's academic clubs would be able to 

equitably gather aria marl.* mv.sic, on an equ-o.1 b.-isis .vit.n 

the Senior men students, who already had i meeting h^ll 

of their own. For more than fifty years after its 

construction, Cirton Hall was used not on^y for singi-ig 

ourooses bvt a 5 a meeting hall for a number of .Senior ^r.a 

underclass .vomen's clubs such as tne academic rrytanne.-in 

club, among others. Purely this sort of designated function 

yvas not nearly so raaic ii as the A;omen's suffrage group.; 

which had, up until 1911, developed a significant 

organized net.vork in oan Francisco, '.vnich they .voula 

have needed to continue even until the national suffrage 

vote for .vomen ,vas realized in
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Girton Hall, being one of the early jvornis of 

Julia Morgan's illustrious career, does not represent 

any significant departure from tne elaborate jtyie .vnicri 

she had expressed only t.vo years earlier in tne St. Jonn's 

Presbyterian church (1-910) severaj. blocKs away on 

College Ave. in BerKeley, although Cirton Hall being r.ucn 

smaller does not adequately represent the elaborate 

construction displayed beautifully on both the interior 

and exterior of the St. John's church, nor does it approach 

another similar construction of Miss Morgan's, built after 

Girton Hall, the YVCA leadership conference center Asiionar 

(1913) loc tted in Montercy county, .vhich also ,vas built in 

much the same early style.

/Vhile Julia Morgan is still /widely regarded nation 

wide, even internationally for significant contributions 

in tne field of arcnitecture, sne, nevertheless, was only 

part of a healthy and thriving avant garde of energetic 

and communicative architects .vno /vere making highly 

significant and experimental architectural statements for 

the time, locally, in the J-n Irancisco Bay area. This 

group of archit«e ttf, or the particular style jvliich the/ 

were responsible for, soon becime Kno/vn as tne i-ir-^t .rxn 

Kranciraco Fsay '['radi t ion, •* banner undar vhicii a .vide ru.ip;*-1
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of experimental and combinative design efforts -j-cnieved 

intellect aai fruition, tnrough the regulative guidance " i 

a set of fundamental principles which outlined basically 

the value of constructing in the mo.it basic and natural 

elements. Ostensibly, this "Tradition" had begun /vith 

Father Joseph ,Vorcester, wno had designed T wo houses in 

the early 1370 's, one in van !• rancisco, on Russian nill, 

and the other in the Piedmont dills, in OaK.la.nd. botn T i' 

these houses, very small rustic and natural in outlo^K, 

even at that time, nad bc-en built mainly around a central 

room, at the center of tne house, which had as its main 

focus, a large oicture Aindov, vvhicn would IOOK. out at an 

(at that tirpc?) unobstructed, panoramic vic.v of the 

San I'Ta.ncisco bay: all tho otner rooms .vere smallei- and 

less significant, and revolver mostly around serving; the 

needs of living mainly in the large room. The most central 

principles followed in the First San irancisco Ray 

Tradition were to experiment extensively with combiner 

forms and style?, of architecture, al.vays trying to discover 

new forms and innovations, and always to try to remain as 

close to the rustic,natural, and simple values a? possible,
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al-ways using the most natural elements and m,? r.eri ils, 

al.vays .vitriin the tnost simple expression possible of 

the architect's design.

Bernard i-laybock, "vho did nost of : is ,vor*t in the 

city of Berkeley, ats well us in other cities in the 

San Francisco bay Area, was one of t ne most prominent 

and notable exemplars of the iirst .-.-'.an 1-rancisco Bay 

Tradition; his buildings in berKeley have become X.no.vri 

nationwide as examples of early experimentation in 

architecture. Other notable architects collected unaer 

the banner of ths l<irst San rrancisco Bay Tradition 

include John Gylen Ho.viird of tne University of California, 

Earnest Coxhead, Julia Morgan, Lillian "r idgrian, John 

Hudson Thomas and Villis I ; O!K:.

vhen Girton ria.ll ,vas constructed. Julia Morgan h :::d 

been practicing architecture for no more than five yoxrs. 

After completing an engineering degree at tne University 

of California in Berkeley, one of tne fe.v women stuaents 

at that time vho had done so, and having gone to Jari-i to 

study at the prestigious Ecole des Beaux /ii^ts, i/nere sn^ 

earned her degree in arcnitecture in 190^, she came bacK. 

to PerKeley where 3he ^ent. to .VOTK in the office of 

University Architect, John C.aJ on tlo.vard, 'inother iieuu< 

Arts gradvite. Bet veen 190^ a-id 1)06 Miss .organ was out
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to -."crk on tne detail drafting for the orn\te aearst 

Memorial lining; building (190?) .vnen :4rs. -hoebe HDo-rrson 

Hearst, an energetic University patron, noticed the beautiful 

conception o f her .vor.< in Howard's office, a.-: I suggested 

sh« open on office of ner o vn. 'inc- early buildings of 

Julia Morgan's career s/io.v her hi^h potential, particularly 

noticeable f:ir th-- real cleanliness of line ani concert ion 

of desigr, even if the/ no 1! seem some vhat limited in T .--rir 

aso-ict, vhen com..ar:-d to the ^reat variety ana ingenuity 

vnich -he exhibited so free I/ later in he^ ^ar-s^r. ri h r.~e 

early b';.il d •> r.-s were designed rather strictly vithin ^ n 

etric o f rc^l simplicity and n-turalism, r i •'r t -^lonr" f -.° 

precepts of tha l-'r.3*" San h--anc"' -co bay Tridition, built 

vi * h n-^tu^--1 ! .^a tcr: ^ls f y* t they r on form •n^r'* specific-ill; 1 

to th? wid-r outlojK of ' jliss Morgan'- o.vn vision, and Girtri 

Ha"1 !. r>!:..--.ll ?,s it i:, arid n r "viy fashioned, seems tc shcv no 

real sign of varying greatly ^roT. this standard. The St. j ihj 

Presbyterian church ana tre A.^ilomar site, A/hicn jrc-t clearly 

resemble the standards of His:: '''organ's earl;/ career pro 

ject an aura of harmonic conventionality jvhich she w^.s coon 

to essentially step beyond ii an effoi t to relieve herself 

of thv conformity wi 4 h th<- strict naturalism of the J-irst 

S&n Francisco Bay Tradition, while exploring t^e qu.-xl it i-;-; 

of innovation in her ojvn manner. One of her resconpes -va -
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^. return to more conventional classicism and classi^ 

drsi^n, as '.veil as a morr- conventional of houses in r n •:• 

Georgian revival style, some of Ahich may be seen in 

Berkeley. The Berkeley Women's City Club (19^9) it- 

clear example of the,- Beaux 4 v-ts classical method, a. debt 

to her schooling at the c^cole des Beaux Arts, -inci a re^l 

demonstration of her /wide ranging ability and design 

versatility. Although Girton Hull clearly has not be^n 

conceived on the caaie grand scale as the Berkeley City 

Club, or any of the other rnonuinen * ul projects o f Julia 

Morgan's career the basic efficacy of its design see.as 

t) prove it vorthy of some consideration.

The original idea Tor the constructioa of Girton nail 

was initiated by a group of -vomen students at the University 

of California in BerKeley, .vho for so-rie time had been left 

to meet -vith trieir singing groups in ilearst Hall, tne 

University gyrrinasium. As their clubs and groups gre v 

in size they began ti finl it desirable to h^ve a pl^ce 

where they could meet in privacy and seclusion. 'I he first 

action in the pursuit of the construction of a meeting 

hall was to raise money, which they did ti.rou,°;n a series 

gatherings and fundraisers throughout the years 1 -30 ) to 

1311, up until the con-trv? t ion of Girton 'iall in Nov., 

1911. They had quickly received pormisaion from the
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University administrators, and so, once tney had raised 

sufficient funds t-.o feel they could oroceed they 

contacted Miss Julia Morgan, in 1)10, in request for 

a set of plans for tneir new met.-tin,:; and sinking hall 

project, which Hiss Morgan agreed to donate, cy con 

sideration, without charge. Througnout the fundraising 

period the University newspapers attest that the name 

"Girton Hall" was used freely in reference to the 

construction of the women's new singing nail, altnougn 

by the time of the construction the decision was made 

for the alternative and more simole name "Senior ,Vomen ' 5 

Hall" by which the hall .vould become Kno vn at the time 

of its opening, in an efi'ort to form a more intuitive 

connection vith the- Senior ,'ien's ilall and the other 

buildings of the UG Faculty Hlade, as well, perhaps, to 

placate the uneasy feelings of some University administrators 

who might know to what the building' r, original name h*a 

referred. The name Girton iio».ll was not returned to this 

diminutive building throughout tn-* period in vhich it vas 

used as a regular meeting hall for campus women's academic 

and singing groups, and not until 1}69 when the University 

women's groups gave up the building to UC childcare. In 

an apparent raturn to local University heritage, the name 

of ths building wa.;; chxnp'^d fo (Jirton aall vhich had
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been the actual name of the building; during its real 

existence, uo until that time; ana it has remained 

under th - same name Girt on n,*ll since that time.

The name "Girton" however, refers to important ,-verits 

in the progress of women's rights which had ta*.en pl.-ce in 

i.nother part of the world. The choice of the name Girtcn, 

given to this relatively insignificant camous hall, apparently 

had been taKen from the Girton college in :%ngland, at 

Cambridge University, where in 1875, another group of vomen 

was successful in the persuasion of the administrator-^ of 

Cambridge to allow them to fjrm a college of their o.vn, of 

equal standing, for the education of women, on the grounds 

of Cambridge University, the first time that women -ver^ 

allowed the equal change for higher education in L,ngl--..nu. 

After nearly tweaty-five //ears of struggle to bring t n^ir- 

goals into realization, ^iss ismily Davies and Miss Barbara 

Leigh Smith, and a large group of dedicated women ana men 

saw the construction of a large college building, about 

~L% miles northwest of the town of Cambridge, and the opening 

of the Girton college of Cambridge University to the 

education and edification of women. .ihile no great mention
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ever seems to have been made about Girton college 

specifically, wnile trie name Girton Hall was certainly 

citea freely in tne local rind campus ne.vspaoer coverage, 

throughout the period that tre !JC terKeley women were 

gathering money for the building of Girton nail, and 

that name -vas being used, tne inference involved see.."..; to 

have been clear, that tne women, of the university of 

California .van ted to maKe a clear statement of alignment 

with the orogress of .vomen' s rights, by the parallel name 

they had chosm.

Although the period of significance for the building ex 

tends into the 1960s, the significance has not been shown to 

be exceptional. Therefore the period has arbitrarily been 

ended at 1941, fifty years ago.
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PHOTO LOG

For all photos: Girton Hall
UC Berkeley Campus 
Berkeley, California

Photographer: Charles Bucher, Jr. 
Negative location: 2318 Durant Avenue

Berkeley, CA 94704

1. Front elevation, facing sw, 1989

2. SE wing and back porch, looking n, 1991

3. NW side and wing, looking SE, 1991

4. SE wing of building, looking NW, 1991

5. Main elevation, facing SE, 1920


