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Historic Name Ci’ifistopher Page House

Use: Present Residence
Original Residence

DESCRIPTION

Date  ca. 1730

Source Deeds, visual analysis

Style

Late 1lst Period/ Federal esterior

Architect Unknown

Exterior Wall Fabric " Clapboards

" Qutbuildings barn - late 19th to early 20tk

century

Major Alterations (with dates) Lean-to

added, 18th c.; porch added and
dormer raised, ca. 1910
Condition Good

Moved No Date N/A
Acreage 5.85 acres

Settﬂ@ Amid open fields and stone

walls, preserving the immediate

area of the house -- a rural set-

ting in an otherwise suburban stre

Anne Gracy

Recorded by

Organization Boston University

Date  May 1986
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SIGNIFICANCE

i i i i tion, design, materials and
The Christopher Page house retains integrity of loca . = ) _
workmanship in its late First Period frame. The house embodies dlStincE‘{?'lls
characteristics of First Period design and construction, and therefore i

Criterion C.

imney cell plan and quirk-beaded frame are typical of a larger
E\ﬁbging;‘aiaz?Firsfc lt;a?iod hogses, whjgg the retardataire use of a principal/common
rafter roof c. 1730 represents the rare survival of an.earller form. (The e ludi
principal/common rafter roof found in some of the earliest houses surveyec.i, inc ng
the Deane Winthrop house in Winthrop,) was ,in general, §ccord1ng to Cummings,
gradually supplanted by the principal rafter/common purlin roof.) [2]

i i k-beaded beams with unchamfered posts is an interesting ]
Thergggl:i%gag%ortlrggs tignal framing practices, and ma indicate that the posts received
the quirk-beaded boxes now display as part of the original construction. The
house would then gain significance as manifesting simultaneously First and

Second Period treatment of framing timbers.
EXTERIOR DESCRIPTION

The Christopher Page house is 5 bays wide, 2 1/2 stories high, and one room deep with
an added rear lean-to. A small 18th-century shed is attached to the center rear of
the house, and a mid-19th-century shed, now used as a garage, abuts the rear right
side. A full lean-to dormer, ard a columned and balustraded Colonial Revival porch on
the facade added in the early 20th century completed the growth of the house. Federal
vernacular exterior trim includes simple window surrounds and corner boards. Windows

?rh: zr'gg%larly spaced and vertically aligned. Two chimneys pierce the rear slope of

MAJOR FIRST PERIOD FEATURES

Evidence of First Period construction is‘visible in all the front rooms exce

i pt the
?ast chamber. Beams in these areas are quirk-beaded, while posts are unchamfered and
N some cases boxed. Summ-er beams are longitudina]. Joist spacing is 21 inches on
centers. While all tl_le ceilings are now plastered, information from a previous owner
indicates that the ceiling in the right-hand chamber was originally exposed and white

bay. A massive 13~foot-wide

s . » however, is all that remains of th
or.}g.mal central chimney. That chimney was removed C. 1800 when fireplaces were ©

Staple to Inventory form at bottom
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building only superficially altered to conform to later standards.

The attic, though finished, displays a principal/common rafter with principal-purlin
roof. At the rear, where the dormer was raised, the original roof is preserved.
Common rafters are bird-mouthed over the plate and pegged in place. Principal
rafters appear to be lap-jointed at the ridge.

In the cellar are several reused framing members.
LATER SIGNIFICANT FEATURES

Later Federal-period features include mantelpieces, wide-board dados, and a staircase
trimmed with a slim molded hand rail and balusters which are square in profile.

HISTORICAL INFORMATION

Christopher Page (1710-1786) received the land on which this house sits in 1737 from
his father, Nathaniel Page, whose homestead survives nearby on Page Road (NR). [3]
Nathaniel's father, also Nathaniel, emigrated, supposedly from Plymouth, England and
settled in Bedford c. 1685. Nathaniel's (2) brother Christopher (b. 1690) was a
joiner who resided in Bedford until 1735 when he moved to Hardwick, Mass. [4]
‘Whether Christopher Page the joiner built this house and, if he did, whether he
learned the roof framing technique from his father's recent English experience is
unknown. If houses built by Christopher Page in Hardwick after 1735 are found to
have a similar roof framing system, it would add significant information to our
understanding of the regional distribution of early-18th-century construction
methods.

REFERENCES
1. John Riley, Notes on the Christopher Page house.

2. Cummings, Framed Houses of Mass. Bay 1625 — 1725: 116

3. Book 38, page 425. Middlesex County Registry of Deeds.

4. Lucius R. Paige, HIstory of Hardwick, Massachusetts (Boston: Houghton, Mifflin
and Co., 1883): 432-436.
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The Commonwealth of Massachusetts

William Francis Galvin, Secretary of the Commonwealth
Massachusetts Historical Commission

December 26, 2012

Mr. J. Paul Loether

National Register of Historic Places
Department of the Interior

National Park Service

1201 Eye Street, NW 8™ floor
Washington, DC 20005

Dear Mr. Loether:
Re: Address changes for properties listed on the NRHP

As we digitize our inventory of historic resources, we are discovering discrepancies in property
addresses due to renumbering, changing the address to a side street that abuts the parcel, or
assigning a precise addresses where none had existed. In some cases, property owners have
notified us of an incorrect address. We are, therefore, writing to request technical corrections in
the National Register records for the following:

Bedford (Middlesex County)
Page, Christopher House, First Period Buildings of E. Mass NRTRA/IND—new address is 2
Meyers Lane (formerly 50 Old Billerica Road)

Brewster (Barnstable County)
Old Higgins Farm Windmill, NRIND 6/10/1975—new address is 51 Drummer Boy Road
(formerly, off Lower Road

Brookline (Norfolk County)
Brookline Town Stable, Brookline MRA 10/17/1985—new address is 235 Cypress Street
(formerly 237)

Orrock, Rev. John House, Brookline MRA/IND 10/17/1985—new address is 64 Winchester
Street (formerly 68)

Haverhill (Essex County)
John Greenleaf Whittier Homestead, NRIND 7/30/1975—correct address is 305 Whittier Road
(had been incorrectly reported as 105 Whittier Road)

Oak Bluffs (Dukes County)
Dr. Harrison A. Tucker Cottage, NRIND 10/22/1990—new address is 61 Ocean Avenue
(formerly 61 Circuit Avenue)

Wellesley (Norfolk County)
Eaton Moulton Mill, NRIND 5/13/76—new.address is 35 Walnut Street (formerly 37)

220 Morrissey Boulevard, Boston, Massachusetts 02125
(617) 727-8470 « Fax: (617) 727-5128
www.state. ma.us/sec/mhc



Westborough (Worcester County)
Fisher, Nathan A. House, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/ 1994—new address is 34 West

Main Street (formerly Turnpike Road) 6@% l€ 7q
Maples Cottage, NRIND 3/25/1980, NRDIS/MPS 7/25/1994—new address is 155 Qak Street

(formerly Oak Street) %@ o | 6 & ( ﬂ/{

Sincerely,

%w@] W/L ,
Betsy Friedberg
National Register Director

Massachusetts Historical Commission
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