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1. Name of Property
historic name Anthony United States Post Office

other names/site number Same

REGISTER

2. Location
street & number 121 West Steadman L_Tnot for publication
city, town Anthony L] vicinity
state Kansas ‘code KS county Harper code 077 zZip code 67003
3. Classification
Ownership of Property Category of Property Number of Resources within Property
[ private (X building(s) Contributing Noncontributing
[ public-local [ district 1 buildings
D public-State [:] site sites
[X] public-Federal S [ structure - structures

] object objects

1 Total

Name of related multiple property listing: Number of contributing resources previously
Kansas Post Offices that contain Treasury listed in the National Register

Department Section Artwork, 1036-1942
4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, | hereby certify that this
nomination [_] request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.

In my opinion, the propert meets [ does not meet the National Register criteria. DSee continuation sheet.
. — [~ State Historic Preservation Officer December 6, 1988
Signatﬁre of certifying official Date

Kansas State Historical Society

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property [Imeets [_]ldoes not meet the National Register criteria. [_Isee continuation sheet.

Signature of commenting or other official Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
|, hereby, certify that this property is:

[z/entered in the National Register. oy X
[ ] see continuation sheet. ﬁ% OW /9 // 7 / 0‘7

[]determined eligible for the National /7
Register. l:l See continuation sheet.

[C]determined not eligible for the
National Register.

[Jremoved from the National Register.
[:] other, (explain:)

Signature of the Keeper Date of Action



6. Function or Use

Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
Government: Post Office Government: Post Office

7. Description

Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions)
(enter categories from instructions)

foundation Brick

20th Century Revival: Classical Revival walls Brick

roof _Other: Tar

other _Concrete

Stone: limestone

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The Anthony United States Post Office (c. 1937-1938) is located at 121

West Steadman in Anthony, Harper County, Kansas (pop. 2,661). The one-story,
flat roofed, red brick building has a southern facade orientation.

The building measures approximately sixty feet from east to west and
fifty-four feet from north to south, with a twenty-one foot rear projection.
The building's center, couble door entrance is delineated by a classical
surround with fluted pilasters and a dentilled entablature. Steps lead

up to the doorway. Two pairs of large windows surmounted by flat limestone
lintels and underscored by recessed brick panels flank the doorway.

Five windows with similar treatment pierce the east and west elevations

of the building. This post office is an example of a smaller class

C or D standardized design type that was repeated throughout the country
during the 1930s.

The mural "Turning a Corner" was installed on the west wall of the Anthony
Post Office lobby above the postmaster's door and the two bulletin boards
which flank it. This is the traditional location for Section artwork

in the smaller class C and D post offices. "Turning a Cormer” is an

0il on canvas mural that depicts three farmers on a combine threshing
wheat. A freight train skirts the edge of a large wheat field, billowing
smoke into the cloudy horizon as the farmers continue their work. Jones
used muted colors in this agricultural scene to depict the dried field,
the dirty and sweaty blue jeans and tan and olive work clothes, the
cloudy grey sky, the train, and the farm machinery. The mural measured
fourteen feet by five foot three inches before installation and has

no frame.

The mural was installed on September 15, 1939. It was not varnished.

The treatment recommended by the artist for cleaning called for wallpaper
cleaner or a weak solution of soap and water to be used. In August,

1973 the mural's condition was assessed as good, it remains as such

and according to current information has not been restored.

See continuation sheet



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

[ nationally statewide locally

Applicable National Register Criteria [X]JA [ 18 [X]c []D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) [ JA [ ]B []Jc [o [Je [IJF [Ja

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
Arts 1939 1939
Politics/Government 1939 _ 1939
Social History ‘ 1939 ' - 1939

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person Architect/Builder

N/A _Jones, Joe: Artist

_Simon, Louis: Supervising Architect

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Anthony United States Post Office (c. 1937-1938) is being nominated

to the National Register as part of the Kansas Post Office Artwork (1936-1942)
Thematic Resources nomination at the local and state levels of significance
under criteria A and C for its historical association with the Treasury
Department's Section program and for the artistic significance of the

mural that it contains. The mural, "Turning a Corner", was painted

by St. Louis artist Joe Jones (1901-1963) in 1939.

"Turning a Cornmer"” is an oil on canvas mural that depicts three farmers
on a combine threshing wheat. A freight train skirts the edge of the
large wheat field, billowing smoke into the cloudy horizon as the farmers
diligently continue their work. Jones takes a scene which is rooted

in the local economy of south central Kansas and elevates it to represent
broad aspects of the American democratic tradition, the value of hard
work and the integrity of American society. The farmers become slightly
larger than life, representing all farmers and the dignity there in.
"Turning a Corner” 1is representative of the regional social realism

that was encouraged under the Section program.

Jones 1is regarded as an influential social realist painter, in 1935

he was classified among America's most gifted painters of social protest.
However, his radical philosphies are not apparent in the Anthony mural,
nor in the four other Section commissions that he received between 1938
and 1941. All of these murals show typical agricultural scenes of wheat
or corn harvesting, projecting the image of hard working, efficient,
self-sufficient farmers into slightly larger than life figures that
represent all farmers. These murals were part of a much larger series
of threshing and harvesting paintings produced by Jones between 1935

and 1941.

[x] See continuation sheet
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[}]See continuation sheet
Previous documentation on file (NPS):

Dpreliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67) Primary location of additional data:
has been requested IEState historic preservation office ~ * -
] previously listed in the National Register []other State agency
previously determined eligible by the National Register [:] Federal agency
[:]designated a National Historic Landmark [:]Local government
[ lrecorded by Historic American Buildings ] University
Survey # [Clother
[recorded by Historic American Engineering Specify repository:
Record # Kansas State Historical Society*

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property __Less than 1 acre.

UTM References

Alrial |1518,711,2.0] l4.11112(2:0,0] -3 T O I T B

T A
Zone  Easting Northing Zone  Easting Northing
clo Ly Loy bbby by (o 3N I I I T TS I T O B

[:]See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property is located on Lots 13 & 14 and S. 47' of Lot 15 in
Block 21, Anthony, Kansas. The property is bounded to the north by Lots
16, 17 and 18 and N 3' of Lot 15, to the west by N. Bluff Street, to the
east by an alley, and to the south by West Steadman.

[]see continuation sheet

Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire parcel that is historically associated
with the property.

[:ISee continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By

nameftitie Martha Hagedorn-Krass, Architectural Historian

organization _Kansas State Historical Society date _February 11, 1988

street & number 120 W. 10th Street telephone _913-296-5264

city or town ___Topeka state _Kansas = zip code 66612




