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1. Name of Property_________________________________________________
historic name Veasey, James Alexander, House_____________________________
other names/site number Veasey-Leach House
2. Location

street & number 1802 South Cheyenne Avenue

NA not for publication
NA vicinity

city, town Tulsa

state Oklahoma

code

code

county Tulsa

zip code 74119

143

3. Classification
Ownership of Property
[Xl private
I I public-local
I | public-State
I I public-Federal

Category of Property
_X. building(s)
district
site
structure
object

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A

Number of Resources within Property
Noncontributing
buildings
sites
__ structures
_Q_ objects
0 Total
Number of contributing resources previously
listed in the National Register
0_______

4. State/Federal Agency Certification
As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this
E nomination EH request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60.
In my opinion, the property DO meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. S3 See continuation sheet.
Signature of certifying official

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property EH meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet.
Signature of commenting or other official

Date

5. National Park Service Certification
I, hereby, certify that this property is:
[entered in the National Register.
_ _] See continuation sheet.
EH determined eligible for the National
Register. I I See continuation sheet.
EH determined not eligible for the
National Register.
EH removed from the National Register.
EH other, (explain:) ___________
Signature of the Keeper

Date of Action

6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling__________

Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)
DOMESTIC/single dwelling_______

7. Description
Architectural Classification
(enter categories from instructions)

Colonial Revival_______________

Materials (enter categories from instructions)

foundation
walls

BRICK_____
Weatherboard

roof
other

ASPHALT
WOOD/porte cochere

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

The James Alexander Veasey House is situated in a residential area overlooking the
Arkansas River Valley in Tulsa. The Veasey House property consists of a two-story,
Colonial Revival house and a one-story, detached garage. Both buildings are constructed
of wood, but detailing and decorative features imitate masonry. The property retains a
high degree of integrity of setting, feeling, workmanship, materials, design, location,
and association.
The house is constructed in a "T" shape plan with end gables, flanked on one end by a
masonry chimney and on the other by a one-story decorative porte cochere. The porte
cochere features Tuscan full and engaged columns with square bases and capitols and
undecorated cornice, topped with a metal railing.
The roof of the Veasey house features a front, centered dormer and is further penetrated
by one internal chimney on the rear wing. The cornice is detailed with dentils and
modi 11 ions on all eaves and rakes and carried out in returns on the gable ends. The
cornice contains a built-in gutter feeding metal downpipes. Modi 11 ions continue onto
the rake and simulate the appearance of purlins. The decorative dentils also continue
up the rake. Historically, the house was covered with a wooden, cut shingle roof, but
now has a composition shingle roof.
The pedimented front entrance, which is of recessed Adams style, is centered on the
front facade and is set between engaged Tuscan columns. The recessed entry door is
further detailed by side and fan lights.
The gables are decorated with a Palladian window above the porte cochere, quadrant
lights flanking the chimney on the opposite end and a fan light on the rear wing. The
majority of the windows in the house are double-hung, 8/8 or 12/12 light, wooden
windows. French doors with multilight transoms are present adjacent to and beneath the
porte cochere. Above the porte cochere two dual, multilight doors are present.
The siding on the house is a narrow, bevelled dropsiding that gives the appearance of
coursed of masonry. This illusion if further enhanced by the quoins and also keystones,
all constructed of wood.
The house is painted white with green, painted shutters on most windows and the French
doors beneath and adjacent to the porte cochere.
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The interior of the house retains the historic floor plan and most of the historic
finishes and fixtures. One mantle has been altered in the main living room, and the
kitchen has been modified for modern appliances. Other than these minor alterations,
the configuration, trims, ceiling and wall finishes and decorative elements for the
most part remain original.
The condition of the house is very good to excellent.
The garage building is a one-story combination one-car garage and efficiency apartment.
Decorative elements and features of this building reflect the house on a smaller and
simplified scale.
The same narrow wood siding is present, as well as the double hang 12/12 wooden windows.
The gable ends feature the decorative returns and multilight windows, but absent are
the modillions, dentils and purlins. The wood shingle roof is penetrated by a single
brick chimney centered in the ridge. A wide, single-car garage penetrates the elevation
facing the street. A small, lean-to addition is present on the opposite elevation. The
entire building is painted to match the house. It has no shutters.
The garage is in excellent condition and shows no other exterior alterations.
The Veasey House property retains a high degree of historic and architectural integrity.

8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:
I I nationally
I I statewide
IX~I locally
Applicable National Register Criteria

I

|A

I

IB

|X~lc

I

ID

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions)

I

|A

I

IB

I

I

ID

Ic

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions)
Architecture___________________

I

IE

I

IF

I

|G

Period of Significance
1913_____________

Significant Dates
1913_____

Cultural Affiliation
N/A

Significant Person

______________________

Architect/Builder

Blair, John T.. Architect

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The James Alexander Veasey House is architecturally significant because it is the best
remaining example of a Colonial Revival style residence of all wood construction known
to exist in the city of Tulsa. The house was built in 1913, approximately the mid-point
of the Colonial Revival style's popularity in the United States.
HISTORICAL BACKGROUND:

James Alexander Veasey came to Tulsa as an attorney with the Dawes Commission. After the
Commission's business was completed, Veasey continued to practice law. He specialized in
oil and gas law and retired in 1938 as Chief Counsel of Carter Oil Company (a subsidiary
of Standard Oil of New Jersey). Among other accomplishments, Veasey was a co-founder of
Holland Hall, the oldest private preparatory school operating in Tulsa.
Veasey had the nominated property designed and constructed for his family in 1913. Today
the property is owned by his daughter, Mary Veasey Leech.
ARCHITECTURAL. SIGNIFICANCE:

The use of all wood construction for Colonial Revival style buildings was prevalent in the
early phase of the style's popularity, particularly in the northeastern United States.
However, by the turn-of-the-century Colonial Revival style buildings were generally of
masonry construction.
The Veasey House represents an interesting reversion to the early period of the style's
prominence when wood was often used. Clearly the Veasey House was built of wood in a
manner to emulate the appearance of brick and stone. This is evident in the siding,
which is narrow as well as flat in application, giving the appearance of coursed brick.
Also, the quoins, keystones, pediment and columns all present the look of masonry
decorative features but are all of wood.
The blueprints for the house clearly indicate the architect's intended masonry construction, but wood was substituted to meet Veasey's wishes. Thus, the Veasey House is
unusual in that it is the only remaining example known in the city of Tulsa of a Colonial
Revival style residence executed in all wood construction.
DT] See continuation sheet
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Home of Mrs. Mary Leech
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Previous documentation on file (NFS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)
has been requested
previously listed in the National Register
previously determined eligible by the National Register
designated a National Historic Landmark
_ recorded by Historic American Buildings
Survey # __________________________
I I recorded by Historic American Engineering
Record #______

Primary location of additional data:
State historic preservation office
Other State agency
__ Federal agency
__ Local government
_ University
Other
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of property

less than one acre

UTM References

A 11. 51
Zone

1213,019.7.51
Easting

Cl

I

.

I

I

.

14,010.310.7,01
Northing

Zone
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Easting
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Verbal Boundary Description
Lots 1 and 2, Block 5, Buena Vista Addition to the City of Tulsa

Rffi See continuation sheet
Boundary Justification

The boundary includes the entire two city lots that have historically been associated
with the nominated property.
Jee continuation sheet
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John T. Blair, architect, designed the Veasey House. He was well known in the Tulsa
area and held the fourth license issued in the State of Oklahoma for the practice of
architecture. While it cannot be absolutely documented, Blair Brothers Construction
Company is believed to have constructed the house. John T. Blair and his brother
owned a construction company that was often responsible for carrying out designs of
the former.

