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1. Name of Property_________________________________________________
historic name Inez Hotel___________________________________________________ 
other names/site number

2. Location
street & number N / A I I not for publication

N / A I I vicinity"city, town Brookhaven
state Mississippi code county Lincoln code 8 5 zip code 39601

3. Classification
Ownership of Property 
fxl private 
I ! public-local 
I I public-State 
I I public-Federal

Category of Property
[x~1 building(s)
I I district
I I site
I I structure
I I object

Name of related multiple property listing:
N/A_______________

Number of Resources within Property 
Contributing Noncontributing

1 ____ buildings 
____ ____ sites 
____ ____ structures 
_____ _____ objects

1 ______ Total
Number of contributing resources previously 
listed in the National Register N / A_____

4. State/Federal Agency Certification

As the designated authority under the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966, as amended, I hereby certify that this 
|X| nomination LJ request for determination of eligibility meets the documentation standards for registering properties in the 
National Register of Historic Places and meets the procedural and professional requirements set forth in 36 CFR Part 60. 
In my opinion, the property [|j meets EH does not meet the National Register criteria. EH See continuation sheet. 
\£lLHt U. ^'^/-C__ Sept. 19, 1988

Signature of certifying official 
Deputy State Historic Preservation Officer

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

In my opinion, the property LJ meets LJ does not meet the National Register criteria.

Signature of commenting or other official

1 _ 1 See continuation sheet.

Date

State or Federal agency and bureau

5. National Park Service Certification
, hereby, certify that this property is:

entered in the National Register.
I I See continuation sheet. 

I I determined eligible for the National
Register. Li See continuation sheet. 

I I determined not eligible for the
National Register.

I I removed from the National Register. 
I I other, (explain:) _______________

/^~



6. Function or Use
Historic Functions (enter categories from instructions) Current Functions (enter categories from instructions)

Domestic: hotel Domestic: multiple dwellin

7. Description
Architectural Classification Materials (enter categories from instructions) 
(enter categories from instructions)

brickfoundation _____
Romanesque_____________________ walls ___brick

roof _ 
other

me t al
N/A

Describe present and historic physical appearance.

Located on the southwest corner of the intersection of Railroad Avenue 
Monticello streets in downtown Brookhaven, The Inez Hotel is a three- 
story brick building that fronts westerly ."onto Railroad Avenue. The 
hotel was built on the easterly side of the railroad tracks that divide 
Brookhaven's downtown and is within full view of the -railroad depct. 
The hotel is an example of restrained Romanesque Revival architecture 
arid features parapet walls adorned with a deeply projecting molded and 
bracketed cornice extending along the street elevations. A large 
central tablet bearing the name of the hotel once towered over the five- 
bay facade of the building. The building is divided horizontally by 
brick belt courses at the ceiling level of the two upper storie-s, and a 
one-story porch, now missing, with cast-iron posts and roof railing 
originally extended the length of both street elevations.  

The windows on the facade are arranged in pairs with those of the 
third story having semi-circular arched heads that are accentuated by 
brick archivolts. The windows of the second-story have elliptically 
arched heads. The second-story windows extend to the floor and 
originally opened onto the railed roof of the missing one-story porch. 
The windows of the facade are filled with one-over-one, double-hung 
sash, but the windows of the side elevation are filled with two-over- 
two, double-hung sash. The central bay of the facade on the second- 
story level, which is emphasized by stone or cast-concrete radiating 
voussoirs, was originally filled with double-leaf doors opening onto the 
railed porch roof, but the doors were removed and the opening shortened 
when the porch was removed from the building.

The original main entrance into the hotel is located in the northerly 
end of the westerly facade and is defined by a stone or cast-concrete 
arcaded entrance loggia flanked by transomed display windows set over 
molded panels. ,The central arch is enlivened with tracery in the 
transom, and the recessed doorway is filled with double-leaf glazed 
doors flanked by sidelights over molded panels. In addition to the 
entrance arcade, the facade is enlivened by twc commercial fronts, cne 
for a coffee shop and the other originally for a barber shop. The 
commercial fronts consist of recessed doorways and transomed display 
windows that project slightly beyond the face of the building. The 
display windows are set beneath dentiled cornices and atop molded 
panels. The three arches of the original hotel entrance are echoed in

[3 See continuation sheet
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the three, arched display windows at the northern corner of the eastern 
side elevation. Other first-story window openings on the side elevation 
have elliptical arches like the windows of the second story.

In the late 1920 's, an addition was made to the rear of the 
builcb'rig, ctnd the entrance to the lobby was shifted from the front to 
the side elevation. The sympathetic three-story addition repeats the 
horizontal divisions of the original portion of the building with a 
molded cornice, a belt course formed from a band of window sills, and a 
band of cast-concrete blocks. The window openings of the seven-bay 
addition are filled with paired windows filled with one-over-one double- 
hung sash. The Romanesque arches of the original portion of the 
building are repeated in the addition by first-story arched openings in 
the southern bays of the eastern elevation. The side lobby entrance 
consists of double-leaf glazed doors set within a transom and sidelights 
over molded panels.

The interior of the Inez Hotel is remarkably intact with the lobby 
doors still opening into a glassed entry box. The ceiling is elaborated 
with molded and paneled beams which are supported by box columns with 
molded panels that rest atop plastered pedestals. The floors are still 
covered in the original ceramic tile, many of the the light fixtures are 
original, and the hotel desk area is unaltered. The coffee shop retains 
its decorative pressed metal ceiling arid ceramic tile floors. The upper 
two floors are similarly trimmed with symmetrically molded door and 
window surrounds with corner blocks, molded baseboard, molded chair 
rail, arid transomed doorways with molded, five-panel doors.

The conversion from hotel to apartment house was accomplished with 
very little alteration to the building. The ceilings were lowered in 
the hallways of the upper two floors to accommodate duct work for 
heating and cooling, and two hotel rooms were united to form small two- 
room apartments. The owners and developers furnished the public areas 
of the hotel and several apartment bedrooms with the 1920's furniture 
that remained in the building.



8. Statement of Significance
Certifying official has considered the significance of this property in relation to other properties:

Q nationally Q statewide [~%1 locally

Applicable National Register Criteria i JA I JB Fie i |D

Criteria Considerations (Exceptions) 1 IA I JB I 1C I JD I |E 1 IF I JG

Areas of Significance (enter categories from instructions) Period of Significance Significant Dates
____architecture__________________ 1904-1950_________ ___1 904

Cultural Affiliation
N/A____

Significant Person <.. ................ . Architect/Builder
N/A Ditioll and Owen

State significance of property, and justify criteria, criteria considerations, and areas and periods of significance noted above.

The Inez Hotel is a restrained Romanesque Revival hotel building 
whose scale and design reflect Brookhaven's position as a burgeoning 
railroad community in the early twentieth century. The hotel occupies a 
prominent corner position on the south side of the railroad tracks that 
divide downtown Brookhaven and is within easy walking distance of the 
passenger depot. The hotel was built in 1904 for Mr. and Mrs. R. T. ' 
Scherck and was named for their daughter Inez Lenore Pass Scherck. The 
architectural firm was Diboll arid Owen, contractor was T. Hal la's & Co. , 
and-the civil engineer was A. S. Johnson (newspaper clippings on display 
in the recreation room of the Inez Hotel and information on the 
building's cornerstone). For many years, the Inez Hotel was the center 
of social life for Brookhaven's residents and visitors. In the late 
1920's f the hotel was expanded by a three-story rear addition which was 
a facet of an overall renovation, which included refurnishing the lobby 
and hotel rooms. The only major alteration to the hotel since it was 
constructed in 1904 is the loss of the original orie-story porch that is 
illustrated in early pictures, but had been removed by the end of World 
War II. The Inez Hotel and other hotels similar to it have gained 
significance during the last three decades, since so many small towns 
have lost their downtown hotels due to declining railroad and bus travel 
and increased reliance on chain motels on highways that by-pass downtown 
commercial centers. The Inez Hotel has been sympathetically converted 
to an apartment building, but it still offers a few rooms to overnight 
guests. The owner's sensitive approach to renovation is well 
illustrated by their decision to retain even the 1920's furnishings.

I I See continuation sheet



9. Major Bibliographical References

Miller, Mary Warren, preservation consultant with Miller Preservation 
Services, Natchez, Mississippi. Inspection of the Inez Hotel, 
July 1988.

Previous documentation on file (NPS):
I I preliminary determination of individual listing (36 CFR 67)

has been requested 
I I previously listed in the National Register
c previously determined eligible by the National Register 

designated a National Historic Landmark 
recorded by Historic American Buildings 
Survey #

I I recorded by Historic American Engineering 
Record #_________

I I See continuation sheet

Primary location of additional data: 
I I State historic preservation office 
[ I Other State agency 
I I Federal agency 
I I Local government 
I I University 
D Other 
Specify repository:

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of property

UTM References
A I 1. 5| | 7| 42| 

Zone Easting
C '

less than one acre

81 Oi 0 I 3,4| 9, 61 4 6,0|
Northing

B I , I
Zone Easting Northing

I I See continuation sheet

Verbal Boundary Description

The nominated property occupies a lot measuring 100 feet on the northern 
boundary extending along Monticello Street, 200 feet on the eastern boundary 
extending along First Street, 100 feet on the southern boundary which is 
parallel to the northern boundary, and 200 feet on the western boundary which
is parallel to the eastern boundary. The f-ehur- sided figure has right angle

v LJ see continuation sneet 
corners.

Boundary Justification

This is the property historically associated with the Inez Hotel and its 
rear addition and is the only property now associated with the Inez Hotel.

I I See continuation sheet

11. Form Prepared By
Mary Warren Mil1er/preservationconsultantname/title _

organization Miller Preservation Services

street & number 506 High Street_________ 
city or town

date August 6, iy»o
telephone (601) 442-9786 

. state Mississippi zjp code jy i zu
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