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INVENTORY FORM FOR NOMINATED PROPERTIES NATIONAL 
REGISTER

Name of Property; nyrns na.vi p— Da.vi p R-rnt.he-rp FflTTn- Owner: Jajq^g ff t Wright _________

house 
Address: W2Q/r N?Bl8 T.annon Road __________ Owner's address: ^;pn/, N7ftfft T.-ymr™

Meno 
City: Henomonee Falls* Wisconsin 53051

Date: A/2A/86

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 53051 
County: Waukesha. ___________________________________

*160 NRHP Certification

(a)___________

(c)____________

165 NRHP Certification Date

(a)__________________

(c)

(b)

(d)

(b)

(d)

*170 Thematic or Multiple Resource Nomination Name 

Multiple Resources of Menomonee Falls 

180 NRHP List Name Hypus na.vis~Da.vls Brothers

Farmhouse______________:_________

*200 Level of Significance T.nf.a1___________________

*190 District Classification

*220Area of Significance

Architecture_____

230 Period of Significance

c.1868

60 Verbal Boundary Description Ft NV/T Sec* 17, T8N f 

R20E, Com SW Corner north £069>77 ft. The 

BGN north 225 ft, east 580>8 ft. south 225 ft, 

west 580,8 ft, south 225 ft. west 580.8 ft. 

to BGN 2.87 acres._______________________________

*210 Applicable Criteria Architecture

*215 Criteria Considerations

*use code tables for response

70 uses Quad Map Sussex, Wisconsin_____

80 UTM Coordinates (Format: 99/999999/9999999)

16-405480-4779000_______

85 Listed Acreage 2*87 acres__________

3AO Review Board Date

Nomination includes:

ONE Building, (contributing)

One Non-contributing Building 
(Modern garage)



INTENSIVE SURVEY FORM

Record No.__

LOCATION

*10 County __y

Property Name:_Cyrus Davig-Davlg...Brothers Farmhouse

PROGRAM REVIEW

20 City or Village ^enomonee Fall 

30 Civil Town

250 "ax No - _ 

*270 A or D Grant

Coin pi iance No.

35 Unincorp. Community

AO Location \J2Q4 N?818 Lannon Road

Town-Range-Section (Format: 9999W-99)

50 ________________________

55 Quarter Sections (Format: NW-NW) ____

60 Verbal Boundary Description

275 Covenant/Easement Dates _ ___________________

*320 Ownership Private____________________

*330 Lead Agency ___________________________________

335 Local Agency ____________________________________

SURVEY 

90 Photo Codes y/K 95-16, WK ^1-3& WK110-24;
WK104-23,4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12

100 Survey MapEngln^r 1 g Map of Mennmnr.g-ft

60 17, Town 8 north, range 20 east. Gommen-iio Map Code __95-16_____ 
cing SW corner north 4.069 • 77 ft. The toegin-

60 ning north 225 ft« east 580,8 ft, SOUth 120 Reconnaissance Surveyor _._L£r

225 ft. vest 580.8 f£. to beginning 2.87
60 acres.________________:_______________ 130 Reconnaissance Survey Date _^979

Intensive Survey Nair.e^ennnnT, pft

Survey
150 Intensive Surveyor Rqnp^.h/Ki 1 prlnnV( Johnson ' R^)

152 Surveyor At f iliat ionArr.Mtervhn-rfll Reseajcheay T

155 Intensive Survey FY __ 1985 _________ _________

'235 Survey Eval. _ -Eligible.

'237 Survey District Classification

240 Survey Level of Significance TfOOfi.il

'243 Survey Evaluation Criteria

245 Proposed District ____________

280 NML °^ te ____ _

290 HABS No. _______ ___ 300 HAER No -

| 
305 Local Designation (date) ___

320 Local District _____ ____________

315 Associated Arcneological Sited,)

313

CO
* use code tables fo)~ res|x/nse



Record No. Address yj2Q4_E784ft Larmon Road-

ARCHITECTURE

A50 Construction Date [ s ou r ce 3 ge t.y/e en 1 f#?c>:~ ^ ftQ ^

460 Date(s) of Alteretions/Additions [source] 

460 Addition; - 1974-76___________

480 Builder [SOL; reel unknown___________________

* 490 Designer Type (e)________-_______________

490 (b) (c)

500 Designer Nar-e [source] (a) unknown 

500 (b) (c)

510 Style or Pom Gabled ell/Greek Revival 

510

520 House - Building

* 530 Wall Meter is! Wood

532 Trir: Materiel St-0116 _ ilQQlL

* 535 Foundation Material S'tonS

* 537 Roof Materiel acriV. Shingle;

540 Interior Visited Yes _

* 550 Structural Syste~ [source]

* 560 Plan Cent iourat ion 7—pi pn yri t.h prlrli t.1 nnp

* 570 Number of Stories

* 580 Roof Shape

590 Additional De&cript icr,

590 See last page____

590

590

* 620 Condition __GdO-C___

650 Related Buildings Qgjggp. (UK1 04- 6 )_______

650 Cyrus Davis House,- W204 N7776 Lannon Road 

650 ________________________________

HISTORY

430 Current Name James F> Vfright House________

435 Current -unction House

440 House H J

440

660 ib)Edgar Da\ds_1, (c) Charles I)a\as 2 f 
(d)Noble Davis 2

665 Detes A-soc. [source] (e) c. 1868-189^. 1 3

665 (b) c .l863-lS7A 1 Z.________________..

670 Assoc. Events [source] (5) 

670

670 (b) 

670

675 Dates of Events [source] (a) 

675 (b)

680 Historic Functions [source] (a) 

680 (b)

685 Dates cf Functions [source] (a)

685 Present 1 2

687 Cultural Affiliation

688 Culture] Subgroup

use- code; tables for response



Record No. Address: W1Q4 N7818 Lannon Road

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Cyrus Davis probably constructed the Davis 
Brothers House about the time of his son, 
Edgar f s, marriage in 1868. Although an 
1873 county map failed to show the struc­ 
ture, such plats rarely included all dwel­ 
lings. Further, the tax assessor r s re­ 
cords indicated a considerable tax increase 
in 1868 for the west J, northwest 5, Sec­ 
tion 17, which remained at that level 
through 1900. The land upon which the 
residence was built remained part of Cyrus 
Davis 1 200-acre tract in Sections 17 and 8 
until 1942. At that time, a 3-acre parcel, 
which included the Edgar Davis House, was 
separated from the August Backus holdings 
and sold to Margaret B. John. In 19-49, it 
was transferred to Orrin Lentzner, and in 
1951 to John Wright. *

Edgar Davis left Menomonee Township in 1S74« 
Living in Omaha after 1877, he eventually 
managed the Davis and Cowgill Iron Works 
until 1897. Davis then returned to Menomonee 
Township, becoming a partner with his brothers 
Charles and James in the Davis Brothers Stone 
Company.^* * Quit claiming or deeding his 
rights to the family farmstead in 1906 and 
1910, Edgar probably did not re-occupy this 
dwelling. He died in 1915.



RECORD NUMBER: ADDRESS: w?o/ N7ol8 Lgjinon Road

DESCRIPTION

Built in the vernacular tradition in the 
form of a gabled ell, the "North House" on 
the Cyrus Davis property * is constructed 
with thick vails of cut-limestone laid ran­ 
domly. Evidence in the masonry on the south 
side shows the entrance was originally set 
off to the v;est side on the long side of the 
house. Exhibiting stone windows and door 
lintels and sills and two-over-two windows 
(some have been replaced with combination 
metal storms and windows), the "Davis Farm­ 
house" has no ornament to suggest a partic­ 
ular style ̂
An open hip-roofed porch supported by turned 
posts leads towhat is now the main entrance 
into the house* A two-story frame addition 
1,'th one-story enclosed porches on the north 
and south sides was constructed in 1974-1976 
when an earlier frame section was remodeled 
at the rear of the house*"1"* A modern garage 
was constructed, ^o the rear of the property 
in recent "*

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING SIGNIFICANCE

The Davis Brothers Farmhouse on the Cyrus Davis 
property * is architecturally significant under 
Criterion C as an example of a mid- 19th century 
farmhouse constructed as a gabled ell house form 
and as a well-preserved example of early stone 
construction in an area noted for its stone 
quarries. Built of rough limestone from a nearb 
quarry, the Davis House is a simple structure 
with no historic ornament constructed in the ver 
nacular gabled ell form. Built between 1873 and. 
1891 according to the Waukesha County Plat maps, 
the "Davis Brothers House" was probably built 
circa 1808'' (it does not appear on the 1873 nap)

A rather narrow house, the Davis Farmhouse 
originally had two rooms on the second floor 
and two rooms downstairs. Although the inter­ 
ior wall surfaces and the kitchen have been 
extensively remodeled., the original living 
room fireplace remains but has been covered 
with modern paneling and the floor plan is 
essentially the same. r.

Although oral tradition claims the house was 
built for the eldest son of Cyrus Davis, 
Edgar who married in 1868, " the house pro­ 
bably was used also as rental property or 
for housing for the hired help on the farm.

During the legal confrontation after the 
death of the widow of Cyrus, Lucy Davis in 
the early 20th century, the house was owned, 
successively by three sons of Cyrus Davis 
until it was sold, by Charles Davis in 1925. *

700 STUDY UNITS (CODE)

and before 1877 when the eldest Davis son 
moved to Omaha where he lived until 1897.

. -ga

Cyrus Davis obtained the land grant for the 80 
acre parcel of land on which this house is locat 
in 184.7. * By 1884, DavJ,s had increased his lan 
holdings to 200 acres. The "Davis Brothers 
Farmhouse" and approximately three acres of land 
was divided from the original land grant of 80 
acres in 1942 and, sold separate from the main 
house in 1943. * The Davis Farmhouse has 
a non-contributing addition constructed in 
1974 - 1976 at the rear.
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