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INVENTORY FORM FOR NOMINATED PROPERTIES

AUG 16 1988
NATIONAL

Name of Property:Cyrus Davis=Davis Brothers Farm- Owner:

house

Address:

120/ NW7818 Tannon Road

City: Menomonee Falls, Wiscongin 53051

REGISTER
Date: _ 4/2//86

Owner's address: W20/ N7818 Lannon Raad

Menomonee Falls, Wisconsin 53051
County: __laukesha

James T, Wright
hd O

*160 NRHP Certification

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

165 NRHP Certification Date

(a) (b)

(c) (d)

*¥170 Thematic or Multiple Resource Nomination Name

e enomonee 1

180 NRHP List Name (yrugs Davis-Davis Brothers

Farmhouge

*¥200 Level of Significance Tnnsa]

*190 District Classification

*210 Applicable Criteria Architecture (C)

%215 Criteria Considerations

*use code tables for response

*220 Area of Significance

Architecture

230 Period of Significance Avphi+tectiires

c.1868

t 1Y+ Sec )

60 Verbal Boundary Description

RR0E. Com SW Corner north A4069.,77 ft. The

BGN north 225 ft. east 580.8 ft., south 225 ft.

west 5808 ft. south 225 fit, west 550.8 ft,

1o BGH 2.87 acres.

70 USGS Quad Map Sussex, Wisconsin

80 UTM Coordinates (Format: 99/999999/9999999)

16-405480-4779000

85 Listed Acreage 2.87 scres

340 Review Board Date

Nomination includes:

ONE Building. (contributing)

One Non-contributing Building
(Modern garage)
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INTENSTVE SURVEY FORM

Property Name: Cyrus Davis-Davis Brothers Farmhouse

PROGRAM REVIEW

Record No._

LOCATION

*10 County __Waukesha 250
20 City or Village Menomonee Falls *270

Civil Town 275
Unincorp. Community *320
Location Y20/ N7818 Lannon Road *330

Tax No. Compliance No.

A or D Grant

Covenant /Easement Dates

Ownership Privete

Lead Agency

Town-Range-Section (Format: 9999W-99) 335 Local Agency
SURVEY
Quarter Sections (Format: NW-NW) 90 Photo Codes YK Q51 WK_61=36; WK110-24:
WK104-2,3.,4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12
Verbal Boundery Description Ppagpt UL, Section 100 Survey Mepingineer!s Map of Menomonse Fells.

17, Toyn 8 north, range 20 egst., Commen-110
cing SW corner north 4069,77 ft. The begin-
ning north 225 ft, east 580,8 ft, south 1320
225 ft. west 580.8 ft. to beginning 2,87
acres,

130

*

140
150
152

320

315

318

Map Code ___95_.:16
Reconnaissance Surveyor __Leonard GEI“I:‘Q]d

Reconnaissance Survey Datc

1979

Intensive Survey NameMenomonee Falls Intensive

Survey
Intensive Surveyor Rausch/.KJ' ] sdonl'( Johnson l8_/1)
Surveyor Affiliationpychitecturs 1&&5&&19119_5,- I

Intensive Survey FY 1985

Survey Eval.

Eligible

Survey District Classification

Survey Level of Significance _ Toeal
Survey Evaluation Criteria Architecture

Proposed District

Nt Dote

HAES No, _ _ 300 HAER Mo,

Local Designation (date)

Local District _

Associated Archeological Site(s)

*use cade tables for response



Record No. Address yp0/ N7818 Lannon Road_

ARCHITECTURE

450 Construction Date (sourcel Betyeen 1868=1891 A 650 Relatec Buildings Garage (WK104-6)

460 Date(s) of Alterstions/Adgitions [sourcel 650 Cyrus Davis House, W20/ N7776 Lennon Rosd

460 __Addition; - 1974-76 650

480 Euilder [sourcel  unknown

* 490 Desigrer Type (&) - HISTORY

490 (b) (c) 430 Current Name Jgmes Fo Hright House

500 Designer Name [sourcel (&) unknown 435 Current Functicn  House

500 k! (c) 440 Historic Nemes [sourcel Qyrus Davis=Davis Erothc
* 510 Style or fForm _(zbled ell/Greek Revival 440 Houge H J

510 440
¥ 520 tuiiding, Structure, Cihject or Sitelype 660 Assoc, l::‘ividua‘lé tsourcel (&) Cyrus Davis 2y

520 House -~ Building 660 (B)F dgwﬁlis 1 (¢) Charles Dsivis ':’
(d)Nobie Davis 2

* 530 Well Mereriel Jimegtons Viood 665 Detes fszoc. [socurcel () o, 1868~189L 1 3
* 532 Trir Materieci Stone Uood 665 (£)c, 1868-1574 1 4

* 535 Foundziion Materie!l Stone 670 Asscc. Events [sourcel (&)

* 537 Roof Materiel Asph Shingles - 670

* 540 Interior Visited Yes 670 (b)

% 550 Structural Systew [sourcel - 670

* 560 Plan Contfiguraticn [—plan with additions 675 Dates of Events [sourcel (a)

% 570 Number of Stories Typ 675 ()
* 580 Rocf Stape Cable 680 Histcriz Functicne [source) (&) pasidence
590 Additionazl Deccrigticn 680 ()
590 Sec last page 685 Dstes of Functions [sourcel (8) ¢, 1868 1o
590 685 Present 1 2
590 ' * 687 Culture! Affiliation )
* 620 Condition  (pod ‘688 Culiture! Subgroup i

*use code tables for response



Record No. Address: W104 N7818 Lannon Road

HISTORICAL BACKGROUND HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE

Cyrus Davis probably constructed the Davis
Brothers House about the t%me of his son,
Edgar's, marriage in 1868.'* Although an
1873 county map failed to show the struc-
ture, guch plats rarely included all dwel-
lings.”* FPurther, the tax assessor's re-
cords indicated a congiderable tax increase
in 1868 for the west 3, northwest 4, Sec~
tion 17, whicg remained at that level
through 1900.°°® The land upon which the
residence was built remained part of Cyrus
Davis! 200-acre tract in Sections 17 and 8
until 1942. At that time, a 3-acre parcel,
which included the Edgar Davis House, was
separated from the August Backus holdings
and sold to Margaret B. John. In 1949, it
was transferred to OErin Lentzner, and in
1951 to John Wright.”*

idgar Davis left Menomonee Township in 1874.
Iiving in Omaha after 1877, he eventually
managed the Davis and Cowgill Iron Works
until 1897, Davis then returned to Menomonee
Township, becoming a partner with his brothers
Charles an James in the Davis Brothers Stone
Company.™**~* Quit claiming or deeding his
rights to the family farmstead in 1906 and
1910, Edgir probably did not ge-occupy this
dwelling,”~® He died in 1915, °



RECORD NUMBER:

-

ADDRESS: 120/ 17818 lenmon Road

DESCRIPTION

Built in the vernacular tradition in the
form of a gabled ell, the "North House" on
the Cyrus Davis property * is constructed
with thick walls of cut-limestone laid ren-
domlye. Lvidence in the masonry on the south
side shows the entrance was originally setb
off to the west side on the long side of the
housces Oxhibiting stone windows and door
lintels and sille and two-over-two windows
(some have been replaced with combination
metal storms and windows), the "Davis Farm—
house' has no ornament to suggest a partic-
uler style,

in open hip-roofed porch supported
posts leads towhat is now the main
into the house. A two-~story frame addition
Z.th one~gtory enclosed porches on the north
and south sides was constructed in 1974—1976
when an earlier frame seciion was remodeled
et the rear of the house.”® A modern garage
was constructed o the rear of the property
in recent yearse &

by turned
entrance

4 rether nerrow house, the Davis Farmhouse
originally had two rooms on the second floor
end two rooms downstairse Although the inter-
ior wall surfaces and the kitchen have been
extensively remodeled, the original living
roon fireplace remains but has been covered
with modern peneling Tnd the floor plan is
essentially the same.,”’

Although oral tredition claims the house was
built for the eldest son og Cyrus Davis,
Edgar who merried in 1868,7° the house pro-
bably vas used also as rental property or
for housing for the hired help on the farm.

During the legal confrontetion after the
death of the widow of Cyrus, Lucy Davis in
the early R0th century, the house was owned
successively by three sons of Cyrus Davis

until it was sold by Charles Davis in 1925.9°

700 STUDY UNITS (CODE)

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING SIGNIFICANCE

The Davig Brothers Farmhouse on the Cyrus Davis
property ° is architecturally significant under
Criterion C as an example of a mid-19th century
farmhouse constructed as a gabled ell house forn
and as a well-preserved example of early stone
construction in an area noted for its stone
quarries. Built of rough limestone from a nearb
quarry, the Davis House is a simple structure
with no historic ornament constructed in the ver
nacular gabled ell forme Built between 1873 and
1891 according to the Waukesha County Plat maps,
the "Davis Brothers House" was probably built
circa 1868 (it does not appear on the 1873 nap)
and before 1877 when the eldest Davis sony Logar
moved to Omsha where he lived until 1897.%¢°*F

Cyrus Devis obtained the land grant for the &0
acre parﬁel of land on which this house is locat
in 1847.7° By 1884, Dﬁvis had increased his lan
holdings to 200 acres. *"* The "Davis Brothers
Farmhouse" and approximately three acres of land
was divided from theé originel land grant of &0
acres in 1942 Bn% sold separate from the main
house in 1943,”° * The Davis Farmhouse has

a non-contributing addition constructed in

1974 -~ 1976 at the rear, !
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