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HISTORICAL BACKGROUND

A prominent lime manufacturer, Garwin Mace
erected his residence on Grand Avenue in
1891. Mace purchased a partially completed
struc?uge from John Huebner is January,
1891, '°“*  Huebner, who purchased his pro-
perty in 1887, situated his dwelling within
the Nehs' first subdivision of the original
village, Jesse Nehs platted his farm in
the center of Menomonee Falls in 1886, to
accommodate the rapid physical expansion of
the 1890's and the early 20th century.

This area became a prestigiozs district for
Menomonee Falls businessmene.”® Despite ma-
Jjor business interests in Dodge County,
Mace remained in this dwelling until his
death in 1919, aszd%d his wife, Elizabeth,
who died in 1938,7°7*~*

Garwin Mace invested in the lime industry
prior to coming to Menomonee Falls in 1890,
It remained a mejor industry in Wiscgnsin
and Waukesha until the early 1890's. * How-
ever, produced only for local use, the lime
industry in Menomonee Falls, itself, remained
poorly developed until the arrival of the
railroad in 1889, The railroad allowed pro-
ducers to transport lime products directly
to urban areas rather than sendigg7it by
wagon to Milwaukee for shipment. ®‘* Mace
had begun his career in the lime business

in partnership with Charles Ruedebusgh at
Mayville in Dodge County about 1874. °

In 1891, Mace purchased the Nehs quarry
holdings from Dent and Hastings, who had
acquired them the previous year from Edward
Nehse Frederick Nehs had erected three
kilns, and opened quarries by 1845 to pro-
vide lime for construction in the Menomonee
Falls vicinity. But the operation had ex-
periencedgl%at%? development prior to Mace'!s
purchase.”*'"°''* In 1891, Mace, operating
as the Marble Gloss Lime Company, opened a
new quarry and erected three new kilns in
what is currently known as Lime Kiln Park

on Mill Street.e It was n05i2a§§d1 o the
National Register in 1982,7°%*'~*'“* The
kilns produced powdered lime for plaster,
mortar, and other industrial and agricultural
usess Because of the saturation of the lime
market by the late 1830's, a shift from the

(Continued on next page)

Address: _}166 N8941 Grand Avenuye

HISTORICAL SIGNIFICANCE




HISTORICAL BACKGROUND - (Continued)

use of building stone to sawn lumber, and
the growing preference for Portland cement
to mortar, Mace quickly sold his company
in Menomon eSF?il§5to Rudolph Brothers of
Milwaukee,**~* '**'“* He continued to de=~
velope limestone quarries at Rockfield

and Germantown in Dodge County and Grafton
in Oneida County, and owned the Mayvi%le
Lime and Coal Company in Minneapolise °

In addition to investing in the lime indus-
try, Mace also financed an addition to the
Van Vetchen Block, known as the Mace Block,
in 1909 (see WK 94~19, N16665 Main Street).
He served as the first village president
after the community's incorporation in 1892
and also as a board member and first vice
president of the Farmeﬁ's and Merchant's
Bank, founded in 1908,7*

17‘50

Mace died in 1919.2'
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ADDRESS: _y166 N8941 Grand Avenue

DESCRIPTION

The fraﬁi Ge Ae Mace regidence is located

on a foundation of coursed limestone blocke.

A cross-gabled roof, with asbestos shingles
covering the cedar originals, tops the two-
story~plus-attic elevations The structure
derives much of its character from two steep-
ly~pitched, right-angled, and projecting
gable ends unified by a smaller, but matching
second story dormers

The south facade can be devided into three
units dominated by a central projecting gable
end. Its beveled first floor corners contain
vindow niches topped by decorative screens of
swan neck and crosshatch scrollwork (the
latter replacing the original spindle course),
and hanging corner pendants. The wing's
clapboard exterior surface, as on the rest

of the house, 1s segmentalized by horizontal
and vertical "stickwork" suggesting the
house's structural framework. Its second-
story eaves are supported by exposed rafter
ends, and at the gable by purlins and scroll-
cut diagonal bracketse.
begin at the eaves as small hanging fleur-de-

lis cutouts then rise in an alternmating course

of bull's eyes and molded panels to culminate
in an ornamented pendante This gable treat—
ment is repeated in the east wing gable and
in the second-story dormer., The south gable
peak is decorated by octagonal wood shingles,
which flare to form a sloping hood above the
attic window. The east gable peak contalns a
simularly hooded attic window, here framed by
two horizontal beaded boards, but executed
with a saw~toothed variation of the octagonal
Shingle . '

The eaves of the east gable wing recess, then
extend down to the first floor to form an en-
closed entryway on the north (originally a
window) and a shed-roofed porch on the south
facade.
sions feature spiked, star-like cut wooden
shingles, the third variation used on the
houses The small porch contains two door-
ways, giving access to the south and east

(Continued on next page)
700 STUDY UNITS (CODE)

Decorative bargeboards

The exposed gable ends of both exten—

ARCHITECTURAL/ENGINEERING SIGNIFICANCE

The Garwin A. Mace House is significant under
Criterion C as a fine vernacular example of the
Queen Anne style of architecture. One of the
three more elaborate examples of the Queen Anne
Revival style identified in the Menomonee Falls
Survey, the character of the Mace House is de-
pendent on the gkillful use of Queen Anne arch-
itectural details such as barge boards, gable
ornaments, variegated shinglework, decorative
porches, and stained glass. A restrained ver-
nacular interpretation of the style constructed
in 1890 and purchased by Garwin Mace, a prominen
manufacturer and entrepreneur in 1391, the house
remained the Mace Ka@i%y home until the death of
Mrse Mace in 1938,7°*7*"°
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DESCRIPTION - (Continued)

W166 N89/1 Grand Avenue

690 BIBLIOGRAPHIC REFERENCES - (Continued)

wings of the structure. Four lathe~turned 3e
posts support a delicately bracketed spindle
course under the eaves; the original spindles Le
have been removed, The sides of the porch are
enclosed by balustrades. Se

A1l windows in the Mace house are one-over—one, 6.
double-hung sash excepting two single-pane

attic windows, and three large single-pane e
picture windows on the first floor. The lat-

ter are topped by decorative stained and cut- Ee
glass panelse. A single brick chimney tops

the east/west ridge axis, its original decor- 9.

ative corbeling removed. The house's exterior
siging and detail was originally highlighted
with sixteen different paint colors; even its
wood shingled roof was painted a vivid greene ° 11.

10,

The interior of the Mace house was extensively
remodeled during its conversion to a duplex
with the removal of some doorways and woodwork,
and paneling in knotty pine, An original light
fixture and some inlaid woodwork remain on the
interior.

124
13
The
150
164

Reduced to a portion of its original six~lot
estate, the Mace House is flanked to the west
and north by two 19th century %nfill dwellings
relocated there in the 1950's.”® Out-~buildings
original to the property included a summer kit- 176
chen; checken coop, horse barn with fenced pas- __,
ture, and a carriage barn, none of which now e
remain. A modern one-car garage is located in

the northwest corner of the property.
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