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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE: Park Service -pperated irrigation canal of
historical and architectural significance.

Date of Construction: / /1935 Date of Alterations:19~ A1/ 59/61 :
Architect/Designer: _ angleyHistorical Theme(s): ¥ .acture .
History of Structure:lhe oOri irrigation cana.‘l..desrf eﬁ %o ﬁef ver
water to the S Ca ound, Was com %efea by enrollees ol CCC Camp N.
P. 72 Zion N.P..Em %e summer O1 1535. Tﬁe WOTK was supervised Dy F.
K. HozeIIe. Camp S t. and approved By Zion N.P. S@Eo P.P. Patraw.
Reconstruction worE carried Out in summer OI 1941 © replace wooden
umes and DUllt new concrete diversion GamB., Uriginal I'OCKWOTXK extant.

Evaluation of Structure: Historic Theme Contributing _X  Non-Contributing
National Register Criteria: AYX B C D (Include integrity stat t
s:ural 1nt 6y, a8 1t gollows its

The canal retains much of "its stric egrity,
Tig Course and retvains si Cant examples O § initial equip-
ént Such 4s the stone WHowing 4drops located jJust to the N O Nature Cen.
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Representation in Other Surveys: NU.
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& RAPHYSICAL DESCIIPTIO“***.

. (DESCRIPTION AND BACKGROUND HISTORY INCLUDING CONSTRUCTION DATE(S) » PHYSICAL DIMENSIONS,
MATERIALS, MAJOR ALTERATIONS, EXTANT EQUIPMENT, AND IMPORTANT BUILDERS, ARCHITECTS, ENGINEERS, ETC.)

The head of the Oak Creek Canal is located on the W side of the N Fork of the Virgin k., approx.
1/8 mile to the N of the Virgin River Bridge. The head works consbt of a concrete diversion dam,
which spans the River, a single, screw-type head gate and cast iron grizzly on the N end of an
ashlar masonry diversion pier. A hand winch and swivel boom with ball and socket hand crank is
located on the recessed deck of the pier. The winch is used to remove or insert a metal slide gate
(by means of a wire cable) into a grooved, 5' wide spillway located to the immediate east of the
headgate and extreme W of the diversion dam. The dam was constructed in 1941 and repaired, 1959.

Other structures located on the GCanal prior to its passage under the Virgin R. Bridge include: :
a poured concrete 3'°X6' holding cistern with dual, metal, screw-type headgates and 1 wooden flash-
‘boards a screening pumping station for the Visitor Center and Pine Creek Residential irrigation
systems (constructed 3/1961); a concrete, stéel rod enforced, measuring weir with 3°' drop.

The Canal crosses to the W side of the highway just to the N of Park HQ's, and runs through a
metal flume( replaced wooden flume 4/26/1941) on the E side of the Oak Creek Bridge. It passes
through stone whowing drops (constructed 1935) N of the Nature Center, swings to the E and par-
allels the highway's west flank. The Canal sends a series of laterals E to irrigate the S Camp-
ground Area and terminates in a ‘ditch which enters the Virgin R. on the N side of the Watchman
Campground entrance road. The Canal is goncrete lined for much of its approx.. 2 mile course.

The Oak Creek Canal was enlarged to a carrying dhpacity of appgbi. 1 second foot by CCC enrollees -
in 1935, under .the supervision of Engineer Cowell. The primary purpose of the Canal was to convey
water to a network of laterals which irrigated trees and %prubs giante%oiq a reforestation program

at the South Campeground Area, A siphon connected the S Entrance Plaza rrigation system.
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