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MONTCLAIR MRA, MONTCLAIR, ESSEX COUNTY, NJ (Published Houses) 7-114

NEW JERSEY OFFICE OF CULTURAL AND ENVIRONMENTAL SERVICES
HISTORIC PRESERVATION SECTION
INDIVIDUAL STRUCTURE SURVEY FORM HISTORIC SITES INVENTORY NO. py 13 Q L &

HISTORIC NAME: 
LOCATION:

MUNICIPALITY: 
USGS QUAD: 
OWNER/ADDRESS:

J. M. ChapmarY House 
10 Rockledge

COMMON NAME: 
BLOCK/LOT

Perez house 
0402/04: 36-E/21

Montclair COUNTY: Essex
Orange UTM REFERENCES:
Perez, Ronald C. & Catherine J. Zone/Northing/Easting
See above

DESCRIPTION

Construction Date: circa 1907

Architect: A. F. Norris

Style: Elizabethian Cottage

Number of Stories: 2% + B

_ ... Stucco Foundation:

Exterior Wall Fabric: Stucco

Source of Date:

Builder:

Form/Plan Type: T shape

Published Reference

Fenestration: 7 bays; paired single light windows w/ decorative leaded transoms, 1st
floor. Paired single light casement, rear elevation. Paired diamond

Roof/Chimneys: light casement 2nd floor, west.
Gable/exterior end chimneys north & south. 

Additional Architectural Description:

Half-timber work, end gables north & south. Buttresses on east & west corners, 
north elevation. Single windows flank north wall end chimney on 1st & 2nd floors 
w/ small multi-light casements in half-timbered attic gable. Arched entrance door, 
below compound stucco arch bay 2; square corner brackets in stucco below half-timbered 
gable, roof curves slightly to simulate thatch. Paired windows, bay 2.

Shed roof above 4th bay projection w/ high leaded stained glass window at 
center. Small windows flank chimney breast to the right; paired diamond light 
casement across 2nd floor bays.

Shed dormer w/ 4 multi-light casements breaks front roof. One story wing extends 
on south-west corner w/ corner parapet roof & projecting pergola at center. Side 
entrance below high arched corner bay, multi-light window left.

PHOTO Negative File No. R85 , 1 3 Map (Indicate North)
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SITING, BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION, AND RELATED STRUCTURES:

Mouse is contiguous to Rockledge Road w/ terraced yard to the east; lot size* 
115' x 120' irregular. Less than one acre.

SURROUNDING ENVIRONMENT: Urban CD Suburban IED Scattered Buildings CD 
Open Space CD Woodland CD Residential £3 Agricultural CD Village CD 
Industrial CI] Downtown Commerical CD Highway Commercial CD Other EH

SIGNIFICANCE:

An artist's sketch of this picturesque house appeared on the January 1906 cover 
of "American Homes & Gardens". J. M. Chapman commissioned the architect A. F. 
Norris to translate the drawing into a, residence. In the June 1908 issue of 
the same magazine, thi s house is the subject of a lengthy article by Francis 
Durando Nichols which describes among bther things the details of floating 
stucco on galvanized wire lath. Interior pictures describe the elaborate wood 
details & the many innovative design features of the house.

The residence is also pictured in Concrete Country Residences, published by 
the Atlas Portland Cement Co., New York, 1907.

The impact of this house from the street belies its size & intricate planning. 
The most spectacular aspect of this unique house is best viewed from the northeast 
corner of the property. Skillfully placed on a steep site, the home is unusual 
for its time. The L-shaped plan shows fewer & larger public rooms than were 
generally found in homes of this period. Unaltered through the years, most of 
its exterior & interior details are intact.

ORIGINAL USE: Residence 
PHYSICAL CONDITION: Excellent 
REGISTER ELIGIBILITY: Yes C3 
THREATS TO SITE: RoadsCH

No Threat G 
COMMENTS:

D Good 53: 
Possible CD 

Development CD 
1 Other CD

PRESENT USE: Residence 
Fair d Poor CD 
No , Part of District LD 

Zoning CD Deterioration CD

REFERENCES:

Franklin Survey Company. 
1933.

Atlas of Montclair, Glen Ridge, Cedar Grove & Verona,

RECORDED BY: Eleanor Price 
ORGANIZATION: Preservation Montclair 

Form revised by Eleanor Price, mo.j 27, 1985

DATE: 6/15/81
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