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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHLYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire, is a one story, 5,735 square foot
structure that occupies a 16,200 square foot site on the banks of the Nubanusit
River. Square in plan, the brick Post Office is located on Grove Street in a
commercial neighborhood that includes a bank, the Historical Society, small
department stores and the Townhouse, Peterborough's Town Hall.

The building is simple in architectural detail and features header-bond brick
coursing with a hipped slate roof. The carved wood cornice is similar to the

former Eall-Bearing bu11d1ng, a turn of the century structure diagonally across
the street. :

The center entrance is highlighted by a fan window transom which is encased in a
broken pediment supported by simple pilasters. A metal and plexiglass canopy
structure was added in 1982. The entry is flanked on either side by two wood
sash, 8/8 double hung windows with aluminum storm frames. A distinctive limestone
key stone serves as their only ornamentation. These windows are the building
standard and are repeated on the remaining sides.

The building interior is a standard plan for post offices of this era. The lobby
floors are squire orange anb blue 'quarry tile with unusual strawberry marble
wainscotting. The walls are plaster with a moulded plaster cornice. The
original vestibule and pendent’light fixtures are still in placde.” The major
interior feature of 51gn1f1cance is a W.P.A. mural by Marguerite Zorach, a local
artist. The depiction 6f winter mail delivery by horse and 'sleigh at a country
store is simply rortrayed and is set above the postmaster's docr.: ~
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The Main Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire was conceived and erected as a
simple prototype. It represents the effort on the part of the Federal Government
to reach out (at a minimum of cost) to the smaller communities of America and
establish a presence during a time of turmoil, depression, and economic recession.
It is a dignified Neo-Georgian structure with the simplest of Federalist detailing.
It is the corner stone of a block of Georgian revival structures (with identical
brick work) that culminates at the Peterborough Town Hall Building. Typical of
Louis A. Simon's smaller buildings, it gives the maximum effect with an economy

of means.

Unfortunately, very little, at this writing, is-known of. the interior mural
artist, Marguerite Zorach. Thought to have been a local resident, Marguerite
utilized an earthtone palatte of red and brown oils. Her mural:is a street scene;
a site of much activity with a disquieted horse as its focus. The minimum use of
shadow and perspective makes for a flat portrayal of buildings and characters.
This thouzhtful rendition of the arrival of mail is charming and_en;gftaining in
its simplicity. o

Given the excellent condition of the building, it is of special importance as its
original features, however straightforward, are virtually unaltered. Indeed, the
louvered workroom sk:'ylight is still in use today.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The rectangular site maintains approximately 100 feet frontage on Grove Street
and approximately 152 feet along the Nubanusit River. The remaining sides
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adjacent bank

-, el N
- .

LIST ALL STATES AND COUNTIES FOR PROPERTIES OVERLAPPING STATE OR COUNTY BOUNDARIES

STATE CODE COUNTY CODE
STATE CODE COUNTY CODE .
EElFORM PREPARED BY
NAME / TITLE
Robert W. St. John, Architect
ORGANIZATION DATE
SULLIVAN DESIGN GROUP, INC. August 29, 1985
STREET& NUMBER TELEPHONE
| A4 °Adams Street= c b i loee s L.t o (617) 848-1545
CITY OR TOWN STATE
Braintree.: . AR Massachusetts 02184

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
YES X NO____

STATE ty?&ovﬁc PRESERVATIONGFFICER SIGNATURE
In compliance with Executive Order 11593, | hereby nominate this property to th mi;?él Register, certifying that the State

Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 days.in Wthh to present the nomingfion to the State Review Board and to

evaluate its significance. The ‘evaluated level of signi Nat}r;a;?i Local.
i, = -

FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE 1
1 Estate DATE  02/20/86

TITLE Director, Office of

FOR NPS USE ONLY
HFEBY CERTIFY, THAT THIS PROPERTY (S INCLUDED IN THE NATIONAL REGISTER

)///,M _ DATE 7// )/;g

|

/1

ﬁ:" DIRECJOR, OFFICEQF ABCHEOLOGY AND HISTORIC PRESERVATION .
TEST At | DATE  F//s5/de

GPO 899-214



1
— 2
N 3
U 4
B 5
A 6
N
U
s |
T
T +] !
R | | 3 sTorY
I . BRICK
\ ’ GEORGIAN
E REVIVAL
R |
| |
BANK
b |
. y,
GROVE
—] \
3 2 | STORE
gTORY STORY
poon WOﬂD 3 STORY
RAME| | ‘oo by ggggE CLAPBD.
BRICK STORﬁ 2 STORY
STORE -
BRICK !
STORE
1 STORY
WOOD FRAME

STORE

Cfoo@mOWwm

HEHEKA®

LOBBY
POSTMASTER'S OFFICE

GEORGIAN REVIVAL

FORMER
BALL-BEARING BLDG.

VAULT
MAIL VESTIBULE
WORKROOM . S%bRY -
LOADING DOCK GEORGIAH REVIVAL | ¥
®
(04
&
2 STORY )
. 2 STORY BRICK / CLAPBOARD >
‘GQ?RGIAN REVIVAL H
. <
=
HISTORICAL
SOCIETY
1918 TOWN HALL
— - -
— Y,
STREET
( A
OFFICE 3 STORY
BRICK 4 STORY STONE BLOCK
2 STORY BRICK MANSARD STORE
[

UNITED STATES POST OFFICE - PETERBOROUGH, NEW HAMPSHIRE




W eta. -

~ -

O

o
o

-
)

T——A ~ o

T N .1‘&: l*‘)ql”." "
)"-)\ e

S~._ 1654

T ~propoted”
""""" Rod_ws- J5

> m—
@ e .
> B
) -
o 1e! \
- wlOo. z
7 5
' S 4 '
£ \'N c ! .
o . M
o o €4
—_N— o ——1.164 87— -._..-/.c.-"'"‘!‘. vy e — 164 T\ ¢ BT i
' n R
¢ ) enterle m\ 6al )7 "
.- '_ ‘.

.40



\

v

EAST JAFENEY 1) 4 AN
HHONOS CORNEN 5.5 ALV

3

r,'.;‘;\ SRS

?..\99‘:\:7\

TeNAN

z ‘\- .
~ :

!\ “-AK.\:“%

v MacDotoell

\ Reservork -
\ :

/]

LULLIN 1.5 A,
¥ HONOS CORNER 1.5 MI,

)

(MONADNOC

WEST RINDGE S M/
JAFFRELY | 5 MJ.

(\ RN

P e - .;';‘:. N,
BOSYON UNIVERSITY - -
A CAMP .

i AN
§ v
P .'. o N .
' . \
- e Lo
B NS
. o
\ N RS
< . AL N NS
[0 - .
L4 - " * .
2 "\ R . t
i i i >
L N . .,

- LR S
NP

W COLS MY i i
> ‘_\'. . A S — >y \ W
R U “—\ oo N
7 Y )‘/, .(BM 733, 4 :
voors= Y SO, e
Sy DR LR
. . ' - - P
5 .\‘ I’ '
7 _

-~. =

RN
Ve

-|

-\ \\r SR
% \//'.’\ -

N T BN
i+ {Northi Pa

ek MOnaanGel
B

Ay \ f'\ ‘\\‘A
WAy 7% S
> \ S MEGReain) ‘f‘)l.' e

\V \ \ K\ Dreade\—)
li / 27y

......



