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DESCRIPTION

CONDITION CHECK ONE CHECK ONE

—EXCELLENT —DETERIORATED —UNALTERED ^ORIGINAL SITE

—GOOD —RUINS X_ALTERED _MOVED DATE.
—FAIR —UNEXPOSED

DESCRIBETHE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire, is a one story, 5,735 square foot 
structure that occupies a 16,200 square foot site on the banks of the Nubanusit 
River. Square in plan, the brick Post Office is located on Grove Street in a 
commercial neighborhood that includes a bank, the Historical Society, small 
department stores and the Townhouse, Peterborough's Town Hall.

The building is simple in architectural detail and features header-bond brick 
coursing with a hipped slate roof. The carved wood cornice is similar to the 
former Ball-Bearing building, a turn of the century structure diagonally across 
the street.

The center entrance is highlighted by a fan window transom which is encased in a 
broken pediment supported by simple pilasters. A metal and plexiglass canopy 
structure was added in 1982. The entry is flanked on either side by two wood 
sash, 8/8 double hung windows with aluminum storm frames. A distinctive limestone 
key stone serves as their only ornamentation. These windows are the building 
standard and are repeated on the remaining sides.

The building interior is a standard plan for post offices of this era. The lobby 
floors are square- orange anil blue''quarry tile with unusual strawberry marble 
wainscotting. The walls are plaster with a moulded plaster cornice. The 
original vestibule and pendent 'light fixtures are still in place." The major 
interior feature of significance is a W.P.A. mural by Marguerite Zorach, a local 
artist. The depiction- d£; winter mail delivery by horse and sleigh at a country 
store is simply portrayed and is set above the postmaster's door.-'
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SPECIFIC DATES Designed: 1935 
Constructed: 1936

BUILDER/ARCHITECT
Louis A. Simon, Architect 
Loucke § Clark, Contractor

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The Main Post Office at Peterborough, New Hampshire was conceived and erected as a 
simple prototype. It represents the effort on the part of the Federal Government 
to reach out (at a minimum of cost) to the smaller communities of America and 
establish a presence during a time of turmoil, depression, and economic recession. 
It is a dignified Neo-Georgian structure with the simplest of Federalist detailing, 
It is the corner stone of a block of Georgian revival structures (with identical 
brick work) that culminates at the Peterborough Town Hall Building. Typical of 
Louis A. Simon's smaller buildings, it gives the maximum effect with an economy 
of means.

Unfortunately, very little, at this writing, is known of; the interior mural 
artist, Marguerite Zorach. Thought to have been a local resident, Marguerite 
utilized an earthtone palatte of red and brown oils. Her mural sis a street scene; 
a site of much activity with a disquieted horse as its focus. The minimum use of 
shadow and perspective makes for a flat portrayal of buildings and characters. 
This thoughtful rendition of the arrival of mail is charming and. entertaining in 
its simplicity.

Given the excellent condition of the building, it is of special importance as its 
original features, however straightforward, are virtually unaltered. Indeed, the 
louvered workroom sk ylight is still in use today.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The rectangular site maintains approximately 100 feet frontage on Grove Street 
and approximately 152 feet along the Nubanusit River. The remaining sides 

^.b.or^er a .parking,.T-pt,.and access road which,sej:vesr t.he. Pps.t Office and the 
adjacent bank.
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Robert W. St. John, Architect
ORGANIZATION

SULLIVAN DESIGN GROUP, INC,
DATE

August 29, 1985
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Massachusetts 02184

CERTIFICATION OF NOMINATION
STATE HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICER RECOMMENDATION 

YESX NO___ NONE

STATE H>STOBTC PRESEWAILOPTOTFICER SIGNATURE

In compliance with Executive Order 11 593, I hereby nominate this property to the N/tional Register, certifying that the State 
Historic Preservation Officer has been allowed 90 daysJn which to present the nonmnamm to the State Review Board and to 
evaluate its significance. The evaluated level of significaruiejs ___Nation^L Stafe /C Local 
FEDERAL REPRESENTATIVE SIGNATURE V^X.. ""/ . C

TITLE Director, Office of Estate DATE 02/20/86
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