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Tunxis Forest Ski Cabin ’ l Tunxis Forest Ski Cabin
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D Open land : ‘w:::. Residential D Scottered buildings visible from site
D Commeccial :';gi‘;,. D Rural D High building density
T6. INTERRELATIONSHIP OF BUILCING ANO SURROUNQINGS
Isolated in woods south of former ski trail. Access by dirt road.
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17. OTHER NQTABLE FEATURES OF BUILOING OR SITE (intertor aad/ or extarior)

Well-constructed saddle-notched 3-bay-by-2-bay 1log 1lodge set on
5| concrete pier foundation. Log length staggered to produce pyramidal
3| affect at corners. Original casement windows removed, now open.
T | Exterior fieldstone chimney laid up with recessed mortar on rear
S| (northeast elevation). Roof trussing exposed on the interior and
z | exposed rafter ends under overhanging eaves. Well-preserved.
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Unknown Civilian Conservation Corps

19 MISTORICAL OR ARCHITZCTURAL IMPORTANCE

The cabin was built as a ski cabin by the Civilian Conservation Corps

(CCC) of Camp Robinson in 1937. Open downhill ski slopes were

developed at both Mohawk and Tunxis state forests in the 193@s. The

cabin, heated by the massive stone fireplace, was located to the south
8| of the slope, which is now completely overgrown and unrecognizable.
%Z | The building is important as a record of the recreational development
g of the parks and forests by the CCC during the Depression. It has
7 | been said that its efforts sped park development by fifty years. The
2| log structure also represents the high standards of design and
craftsmanship of the CCC. The building is nicely proportioned and
detailed with pyramidal corners and exposed roof trussing. It is
remarkably well-preserved considering 1its isolated 1location and

(see continuation sheet)

Park & Forest Commission. Biennial Report to the Governor. 1924-44,

5 DEP. Bureau of State Parks & Recreation, Historical File: Tunxis Forest.
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limited use as a trailside pavilion. The dirt road to the cabin is
lined with some stone walls and cul-de-sacs, also built by the CCC. No
early ski facility survives in Mohawk State Forest, making the Tunxis
Forest Ski Cabin one of the oldest, if not the oldest, structures
associated with downhill skiing in the state.

VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION AND JUSTIFICATION

The cabin is located in a 8,634-acre state forest. The nominated
acreage includes the structure situated in the center of a circle with

a radius of 408' which provides a representation of its historic
wooded setting.

surrounding the structure is included in the nomination.
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Addendum: Connecticut State Park and Forest Depression-Era Federal Work Relief Programs
Structures Thematic Resource

Hartland: Tunxis Forest Ski Cabin
Acreage: 6.5 acres
Correction: Verbal Boundary Description and Justification
The cabin is located in a 8,634-acre state forest. The nominated acreage

includes the structure situated in the center of a circle with a radius
of 300' which provides a representation of its historic wooded setting.

This correction has been made because it was determined that the reduction
of acreage would adequately represent the historic setting of the subject
property.

An independent agency attached to the Dept. of Education for Administrative purposes only.
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Tunxis Forest Ski Lodge
Hartland, CT
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