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HISTORIC
United States Post Office

AND/OR COMMON
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LOCATION
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CITY. TOWN CONGRESSIONAL DISTRICT
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STATE
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CODE
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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL. APPEARANCE
The Sanford, Maine Post Office occupies a corner lot on a quiet street which leads 
to the central business district two blocks away. The main road through Sanford, 
State Route 109, runs approximately parallel to School Street until they converge at 
the town center. A couple of blocks to the rear of the building, along Mousam Street 
are the old Industrial mill buildings. Despite the proximity to both the Commercial 
Center and Industrial area, the Post Office building is situated in a residential 
area of smaller individual structures including a church, senior citizen center, as 
well as the only other two buildings of interest- the Public Library (on Route 109), 
an,d ̂ .a, large. .Vi9,tor^an. mansion directly .acrpss..;the Street which is listed on the 
National Register., ...A;.municipal parking area occupies the block across Mousam Street 
from the side entrance.

The Post Office is a one story building with a basement, rectangular in plan, with a 
central entrance on School Street and a side entrance on Mousam Street, both leading 
directly to the public lobby which runs along the front of the building, with the 
Postmaster's office located at the right end of the lobby. Behind the lobby screen
is the workroom and mailing platform at the rear of the building, 
consists of utility, service and storage rooms.

The basement

A one story Federal office building addition has been added at the right side towards 
the rear with its longer elevation running perpendicular to School Street. Basically 
a double loaded corridor with offices, - the ample setback from the street, low 
roofline and simplified utilitarian facade treatment, - allows the Post Office to 
dominate the-site due to its- 3cal-e and strong architectural treatment.

The exterior walls are constructed 7of red brick in flemish b6nd'pattern sitting on 
a granite foundation base with granite steps leading up to the two entrances. The 
main entrance is reached-by a pair of curved stairs on each side'of the entrance, 
from the sidewalk jip to an entrance platform, with wrought iron railings and light 
standards. A'flagpiole mounted at sidewalk level on a granite base is centered in 
front of the entrance platform. Free standing marble columns support a marble arched 
canopy which frames a tympanum,panel of a sculptured marble eagle with outspread 
wings, over the entrance doors. (The original walnut panelled wood doors and leaded 
glass transom above have been replaced with a standard pair of glazed aluminum doors 
and transom). This handsome entrance frame sits in a brick wall with a wood double 
hung window on each side, topped with a marble block incised with the letters 
"United States Post Office" above which is a marble pediment, blending into the 
main building's marble cornice and brick parapet. This entrance wall is projected 
out from the main building wall with marble quoins at each side. On each side of 
the front entrance wall are two double hung windows in a brick wall panel ending 
in marble quoins. The walls again are set back before reaching the, corner. All 
double hung windows (8/12) have marble keystone lintels, sills andA a~plaiH~?n&fble 
pediment block set between the top of the window and the cornice above. The •,. 
marble cornice is topped by a brick parapet wall which sits in front of a hip slate 
roof, sloping up higher than the parapet to become a flat roof over the main- 
of the building, formed by a series of steel roof trusses.
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The left side consists of three double hung windows, cornice, parapet and hip roof 
all as described above, plus a side entrance at the front corner. This entrance 
is reached by a straight flight of granite steps with wrought iron railings and 
wall mounted light standards. A marble surround of pilaster columns and entablature 
holds two marble eagles facing each other with a sculptured marble block in the 
brick wall above. (Here again, the original doors have been replaced by glazed 
aluminum doors and transom panel).

The main lobby appears to be preserved in its original state with a carved wood and 
glass entrance vestibule with glazed panelled wood doors. Marble is used for 
flooringjbase, wainscot and column pilasters. Walls are plaster. Wood panelled 
window screens above the mail boxes separate the lobby from the workroom. A 
vaulted plaster ceiling springs from a projected cornice line. The side entrance 
vestibule is framed with carved wood trim and pediment, with glazed wood panel 
doors. The opposite end (Postmaster's Office) has three round plaster wall 
plaques depicting the three modes of mail transportation - ship, train and airplane.

The seven original chandeliers (of wrought iron and glass are hung with brass 
rope and feature star decoration and are surmounted with brass eagles,) constitute 
an important part of the interior space.
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[I/ARCHITECT 537 Congress St., Portland, Maine

1932 
SPECIFIC DATES 1%5: Addition
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Boston, Massachusetts --•••-•---

The Town of Sanford, Maine is the site for large manufacturing facilities once 
devoted to the production of cloth, but now sparsely occupied by various companies 
of diverse enterprise. The general economy has deteriorated with attendant decline 
in the physical environment.

The Post Office was built on the site of the home of Thomas Goodall who was the 
owner and responsible for the development of the woolen mill industry in Sanford. 
The house on this site was later used as a hospital after Mr. Goodale had constructed 
the large Victorian mansion directly across the Street.

In 1930, Congress authorized increased funding for public buildings in direct 
response to the depression. Design policy for small,post offices c^ntinua^-*o 
be standardization of plans, for economy and to speed the design and construction 
process in the interest :,of economic recovery. Where practicable individual treatment 
was given to exterior details, especially by private architects who received contracts 
after 1930, to alleviate,-.unemployment in the architectural profession. The Sanford 
Post Office is an excellent example of a regional architect treating the facade of a 
standard plan creatively to produce a one of a kind building. The classical 
symmetry and ornament and creative use of materials and detailing has all come 
together in this fine example of Federal architecture which was meant to be symbolic 
of government strength and ideals as well as representing the government's efforts 
to restore economic health.

Essentially unchanged over the years, the Post Office continues to be one of the 
most important buildings in Sanford, both architecturally and historically, as 
well as continuing to maintain the Federal presence in the area.
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DEC C 8 2V,

Name of Property US POST OFFICE - SANFORP MAIN 

County and State YORK CO., MAINE_________ 

Name of multiple property listing (if applicable)

Section number 10 Page 1

COUNTY, Town

York, Sanford

NAME

QS Post Office 
- Sanford Main

NR ID # Correct UTM's

86000882 19/356509/4810739

The above UTM coordinates replace the incorrect coordinates provided in the original 
nomination/registration form for this property.
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