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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office building is located in an area off the main business district
which consists of a mixture of residential and commercial use. The area
abutting the Post Office site has been deteriorating in recent years and is

only stabilized by the well maintained Post Office building. The Post Office
itself is a fine granite building, very well detailed, heavily rusticated with

a granite base and granite walls with pilasters all around the building. The
pilasters have circular medallions at the top with a garland wreath at the top

of the medallion. The windows are wood double hungwith transom above and a heavy
projecting granite cornice with dentil moulding. New aluminum storm windows have
been added to the exterior of thé existing wood windows. The building is topped
with a bold prOJectlng stone cOrnlce ‘surmounted with a‘parapet of open
balustrated sections.

The roof is hipped and features interesting circular vaulted dormers. The
original slate roof was replaced with asphalt shingles; however, a new slate
roof will be added to restore the roof to its original condition. The original
doors were replaced with modern glass and aluminum doors.

The public lobby has terrazzo floors with marble borders and feature strips,
marble wainscotting, impressive pedimented oak door casings, lobby screens and
transoms. The ceiling of ornamental plaster contains bold projecting brackets.
The oak window casings and trim is original throughout.

The building is in excellerit condition although thére are continuous probléms with
roof drainage which will be, corrected with the new slate roof. The site 15

well maintained and prov1des the only ‘landscaping in the immediate areas. A
makeshift canopy was added over the existing loading dock which greatly detracts
from the building's rear elevation.
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The Post Office Qaé.designédtin IQOQVand'built;iﬁéléog,‘dne Qf:dﬁly twelve'(iilﬁui
total post offices built -throughout the United States that year. The building. .

was built under provisions of the Tarsney
Building Act of 1902. James Knox Taylor,
Treasury (1897 to 1912), was the building
were always individually designed, firmly
constructed of fine high quality, durable
buildings of this period were designed to
of Architecture" conforming to the spirit

the late nineteenth and twentieth centuries.

toexpress classical and democratic ideals
and institutionalization.

Act (1893-1912) and the first Omnibus
the Supervising Architect for the U.S.
architect of record. Taylor's buildings
resisting standardization of design, and
materials and much ornament. Government
reflect a return to the '"Classic Style
of the American Renaissance movement of
Government buildings were designed
and to symbolize power, organization,

Bar Harbor, at the turn of the century, became one of the favorite resorts of

the rich, and, as a result, the area became a center of architectural activity.

diversity of eclecticism was expressed in

A
the erection of residential and support

facilities of the areas. Much of this work was destroyed in the fire of 1947 but
there still remains a great variation of architectural achievement and this Post

Office is representative of the best of this work.

This small building of modern

construction is probably the finest example of classical eclecticism expressed

in the design of public buildings at that
with significant architectural enrichment
are very careful in their alterations and
of architecture. ‘

time. It is well preserved and endowed
and the local officials and citizens
maintenance of this beautiful example
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Post Office is located in an area off the main business district which
consists of a mixture of residential and commercial use. The Post Office
site is located on ‘Cottage Street with a frontage of 125 feet and on the
corngr of Federal Street with a frontage of 130 feet. The size of the site
is 125 feet wide x 130 feet deep. ‘
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