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1 Historic Nameisi C * a i n ' s. Wh o 1 e s a 1 e and Retail Store

Original Owner M. S. Grain

Chapman ' s

3 Location

Corner of College and Broadway

22. ADD/County11. «uu/(-ounty r
KENTUCKY RIVER/ BREATHITTl
23. U.S.G.S. Quadrant I15V75')
Jackson

G.I.S. Mod.

24. UTM Reference

1.7| |2 ,8,9,3,2,01 |4 .1,5,8.5,6,0
Zone Easting Northing
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i. Visiblcrfrbm road 
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JACKSON HERITAGE COUNCIL

in Site Plan with North Arrow

8. Ownership

Private . . . .

Local ......

State 

Federal

X

1 1. Architect

Unknown
12. Builder Harlan Strong; 
Alf Chalmers; Parish Bach

13. Date

19 U ,6J 8.U
14. Style

A. Vernacul ar

8. u
1 5. Original Use

Commerc i al

16. Present use

Commercial

Two story nine bay brick 
commercial building; pressed 
metal cornice; elongated 
paired rectangular windows 
with squared hood molding; 
cast iron facade first floor; 
stone sills; (Geo. Mesmer 
Ironworks)
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Roof Form

Flat

19 History
In 1897, this site was occupied by the 

Hogg and Combs Grist Mill. The Grain Whole 
sale and Retail Store moved here from its 
original river bank location and erected 
this building between 1908 and 1914. As a 
supplier to merchants in outlying areas, the
.,in.f.ranr* (CONT . )

The Grain Wholesale and Retail Store is 
significant under criterion A because of its 
ass on'at inn with the parly fwe.ntipf-h ppnf-nry

26. Prehistoric Site

Historic Site 
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J__I
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Primary .._....__.____. _ _.

Secondary ... _ . .......

Other . . ......
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Roll No, _________________________

Picture NO. Ro 11 # 2:32,33, 3 4
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Helen Powell
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19 History (CONT.)

company was experiencing growth due to expansion of the 
coal industry and the Robinson Lumber Company in Quicksand, 
Ky.

(Additional history attached)

20 Significance (CONT.)

commercial development of Jackson as a regional trading 
center. As a wholesale enterprise, it supplied merchants 
all along the extention of the rail line to Letcher and 
Perry Counties.



KENTUCKY HISTORIC RESOURCE INVENTORY SUPPLEMENT 
BOUNDARY AND LOCATION INFORMATION

Historic Property Name Grain Building Site // Br-J 19

Multiple Resource/Thematic Nomination Title MULTIPLE RESOURCES OF JACKSON, KY

U.T.M. Coordinates - List multiple UTMs if property is ten or more acres,

A. D. « '

B. 

C.

E. 

F.

Verbal Boundary Description Acreage .09

Starting'at a point in the southeast corner of the intersection 
of College Avenue and Broadway; then south along the west 
right of way of College 95 feet to a point; then west 40 feet 
to a point; then north 100 feet to a point in the south right 
of way of Broadway; then east with the south right of way 
of Broadway 40 feet to the point of beginning.

*point of beginning
Sketch of Site Plan (Showing outbuildings, structures, landscape features

and the site boundary as described above.)

*

Official Courthouse Property Reference



The commercial buildiiig located at 320 Broadway, Jackson, Ky.. 
evolved from the personage of M. S« Grain. .Mr. Grain, affectionately 
known as "Hitch", first established a business near the river, I'he 
store was known as Grain's VJholesale and Retail Store. He served the 
needs of merchants and individuals who came in boats, wagons and on 
pack-mules to obtain their various needs.

This business grew as the economy was spurred by the 
Robinson Lumber Mill at Quicksand, Ky. and by an upswing in the 
coal industry. With this increased activity in business Mr. Grain 
wisely decided to erect the brick building which is the subject of 
this discussion,

This is a two-story structure with dimensions of a 5>0-ft. front 
by 10Q-ft length. It contains two floors and a basement- which c ;ms$Si^ 
of a furnace room only. The building was erected on solid rock even 
though close to the river. Huge boulders hauled on wagons by teams 
of oxen filled the base. It took weeks to establish a solid foundation 
for the building. The outside walls are reported to be 13 "-thick brick 
and mortar. An interior supporting wall is lu"- thick brick and mortar, 
i he third supporting structure of the building rects "m solid rock with 
iron po,i:ts of 3" diameter. These posts support the roof.

An unusual feature of this building, as all building.;, constructed 
in thio era, was the nothod of heating.. The building h;,.d hot-water 
heat. Since there was no city water system at the time of construction 
the water to fill the boiler had. to have a high elevation for necessary 
pressure. Each year in the Fall the water pressure had to be adjusted 
by carrying water to a tani< located on the second floor.

One interesting feature in the architecture and planning of r,he 
building ( a tribute jo trie foresight of Mr, Grain) was in his 
construction of the sidewalk next to the building on the College A.ve. 
side, to exactly coincide to the existing approach of the srjtgiaal 
bridge which spanned the riv T to South Jackson ab that time. The 
present bridge is the third to span the river.

The contractors or builders of this building were rll residents 
of Jacicson, They were t-he lace Harlan Strong, Alf Ghalmers and Parish
Bach.

/ifter several years of a successful carser in ihe retail business 
Mr. Gr:.iin decided to retire. He sold the building and fixtures to 
Hu^h Needhwn, R. T. Davis and falter Hdgg. Mr. Grain then movsd to 
L5xi;:':;t:<n, Ky.

The store build Lifs re:-ia.;..v;d unoccupied until v. r. Cha r^n 
bjc .ie interested in 1 >25, At this r,.imo one bui...dirv. w-.s leased 
to Mr. Ohi.:jr,i.--n f r a period of fivs ya-rs. At the end :;f the firsu 
five years' lease the option for another fivs ye-urs was exercised.



After ton years a "gentlemen^ agreement" ensued, fhis agreement prevailed 
until ; IpUjl at which time V. T. Chapman purchased the building, and fixtures 
from High Needham and Mrs. "$n. Bailey, the widow of ¥alter Hogg, "~

The business became known as Chapman's Department Store and remained 
in the ownership of Mr. Chapman until 1965 at whioh time Victor Chapman, 
son of V, T. Chapman, bought the business. He operated the. store until 
1278, On Aoril 1, 1973 Victor Jhapman sold the stock and fixtures to 
John R.j^nd Elizabeth Herald. This business is presently known as 
Herald f s Department Store, 320 Broadway, Jackson, Ky,.
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