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History (CONT.)

company was experiencing growth due to expansion of the
coal industry and the Robinson Lumber Company in Quicksand,
Ky.

(Additional history attached)

Significance (CONT.)

commercial development of Jackson as a regional trading
center. As a wholesale enterprise, it supplied merchants

all along the extention of the rail line to Letcher and
Perry Counties.
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- Verbal Boundary Description Acreage .09

Starting at a point in the southeast corner of the intersection
of College Avenue and Broadway; then south along the west

right of way of College 95 feet to a point; then west 40 feet
to a point; then north 100 feet to a point in the south right
of way of Broadway; then east with the south right of way

of Broadway 40 feet to the point of beginning.

*point. of beginning
Sketch of Site Plan (Showing outbuildings, structures, landscape features
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The commercial building locsted at 320 Broadway, Jackson, Ky..
evolved from the personage of M. S. Crain, Mr, Crain, affectionately
known as "Mitch", first established a business near the river, Lhe
store was known as Crain's Wholesale and Retail Store, He served the
needs of merchants and individuals who came in boats, wagons arg on
pack-mules to obtain their various needs,

This business grew as the economy was spurrex by the Moybray
Robinson Lumber Mill at Quicksand, Xy. and by an upswing in the
coal indusiry, With this increased activity in business Mr. Crain
wisely dscided to srect the brick building which is the subject of
this discussion.

This is a two-strry structure with dimensions of a 53-ft. froat
by 100-ft length, It contains two floors and a basement which congssin
of a furnace room only, The bullding was erected on solid rock even
though close to the river, Huge boulders hauled on wagons by teszms
of oxen filled the base, It took weeks to establish a solid foundation
for the building. The outside walls are reported to be 18"<thick brick
and mortar, An interior supporting wall is lh".thick brick and mortar,
the third supporting structure of the buiiding rests m solid rock with

iron po.ts of 8" diameter. These psts support the roof,
An unusual feature of this building, as all building: consirucied
in thiz ers, was the mothod of hsating, The building hod hot-water

heat. Since there was no city water systea av the time of construc.ion
the water to £ill the voiler had to have a high elevsiion for necessary
vpressure. Bach year in the Fall the water pressure had to be adjusted
by carrying watsr to a tan< located on the second floor,

One interesting feature in bthe architecturs and nianning »f -he
building ( a tribute .o toe foresisht »f Mr. Crain) was in his
construction of the sidewalk naxt to the building on the College Ave,
side to exactly coincide to the existing approach of the riginasl
bridge which spanned the riv r to South Jackson ab that time, The
present bridge is tne third to span the river,

The contractars or bullders of this buiiding were 11 resicents
of Jackson, They were the late Harlan 3trongy, Alf Chalmers and Farich
Bachi,

After several years of a successful carser in the retail business
Mr. Or.in decided to retire. He sold the bsildings and fixtires Lo
Huzn Needh:m, R, T, Davis aad Walter Hogg. Hr. Crain them movsd “o
Lexioston, Ky.

The st re buildiag rensiiad unoccupied until vV, I, Chasman
buc 1@ interssted in 1)25, At this :ime che duil_din wss leased
to Mr. Shuuan f r a period of five ye+rs, At the end :f ihe firse
five years' lease the option for another Iive yeurs was exercised,
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After ten years a "gentlemen's agreement” ensued, This agreement prevailed
uncil 1941 at which time V., T. Chapman purchased the building and fixtures
from Hugh Needham and Mrs, m, Bailey, the widow of Walter Hogg. =

The business became known as Chapman's Devartmen? Siore and remained
in the ownershic of Mr, Chapman until 1955 at whi:h time Vict~r Chapman,
son of V. T, Chapman, bought the business., He operated the store until
1978, On Aoril 1, 1978 Vict~r <hapman sold the stock and fixtures to
dohn R. and ”‘1zawauh Herald, This business is presently known as

Herald!s Department Store, 320 Broadwsy, Jackson, Ky..
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