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The Norwalk Post Office is a one story with full basement building,

~rectangular in plan and sits on its own site detached from adjacent
buildings, on a relatively quiet street, and located on the edge of the
dowtown commercial district, an area of moderate building density. A
smaller historic Neo-Classical library occupies the site to the right. Its
buff brick and stone exterior harmonize well with the Post Office's stone.
facing. To the left and directly across the street are low one and two story
repovated commercial buildings housing newer shops. Diagonally across the
‘street to the East, is a new high rise .commercial structure, 50 Washington:
Plaza, which as noted on a sign in front, was developed with funds from the
National Park Service, Department of the Interior. One block East of the
Post Office, under the elevated railroad tracks is a National Historic :
Register District which is currently undergoing extensive revitalization of
seventeen (17) historic commercial buildings with each facade being restored
to late 19th century elegance. The Post Office site has a large parking
area to the rear with access from Madison Street. The area across this
street has low residential apartments.

The Post office building is reinforced concrete on masonry bearing walls. A
steel and concrete composite flat roof framing structure was designed in
anticipation of a future second floor. A mezzanine level at the rear
contains the swing room and carrierts toilet room. .

The exterior walls are clad in.a buff, rubbed finish limestone, sitting on a
pink granite base. The nine bay front elevation's central seven bay portion
is projected to emphasize the public lobby behind. Tall steel sash are set
in deep pier recesses. A short flight of granite steps lead up to the
center entrance, which is trimmed in white marble with a handsome carved
eagle above. A limestone cornice and parapet surround the building. Subtle
carvings, medallions, and recesses enhance the othervise flat walls., The
rear of the building is clad in buff brick. The lobby floor is grey
terrazzo with white marble borders. Bases are gray and white marble, with
marble pilasters, plaster walls, and a unique conerete beamed ceiling.
Diamond mesh grilles with medallion ornaments separate the upper screen line
from the work room. Original lighting fixtures have been replaced by
suspended fluorescents.

Several large wall murals by artist Kindred Mcleary are in good condition,
but are hidden from public view due to modifications to the lobby over the
years. The end of the original lobby which contains the murals has been
closed off to create offices. The opposite end of the lobby has also been:
closed off to create additional workspace. The original lock boxes have
been relocated in this wall. In effect the former lobby area which extended
back at each end around the work area, has been reduced by one half, The
rear loading platform has also undergone a twenty (20) foot extension.
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The Norwalk Post Office is a modest example of late classical Revival

Architecture.

Ornament and fine detail are spare, yet its classical

proportions give it a sense of importance along the streetscape, and helps

reinforce the Federal presence in the community.

The building was built at

a time when government policy was to design buildings using local materials
and products in order to stimulate employment and spread the benefits of its

building program.

Standardized designs were used to save drawing time and

place these projects on the market expeditiously in an effort to restore

economic health.

The simplified classical style characterized by the

symmetrical massing and unornamented surfaces has been described as "Starved

Classicism" by Lois Craig in The Federal Presence and represents a sort of
sythesis of modern and classical stylistic elements.

The Treasury Relief Art Project of 1935 funded works of art in Government

with grant money from the Works Project Administration.

More highly skilled

artists were hired than under other relief programs, in an attempt to

subsidize local artists and bring art to the public with literal
representations of the American Scene.

The largest of the murals by Kindred

McLeary, "The 0ld Well," depicts an ancient spring which supplied water to

passing ships in the West Indies trade.

The artist also created murals for

Post Offices in New York and Pittsburgh, and a Federal Building in

Washington.

The marble eagle sculpture at the front entrance was created by Gaetano
Cecere, a New York artist who studied in Europe, and whose work can also be
seen in the Post Office Department building in Washington, D,C.

In addition to reflecting the Federal presence in the community, this
building has become more important today.
historic Neo-Classical library, these landmark buildings anchor down the

edge of a revitalized historic commercial district and help provide a sense
of continuing history to the community.

Together with the adjacent
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