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DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Post Office is located in the heart of the commercial district, an area
of high building density. The site, which is in very good condition, has
small landscaped areas featuring low formal plantings that enhance the
classical symmetry of the main entrance. The building sits on a concrete
foundation, with reinforced concrete first floor framing, masonry bearing
walls and steel roof framing.

The building features moderately restrained classical detailing, executed
completely in smooth limestone. The recessed portico is defined with four
ionic columns, is flanked by flat pilaster framed panels and contains a pair
of large 6/6 windows and transomed entrance doors. A newer aluminum and
glass projecting vestibule mars the otherwise excellent architectural impact
of the street elevation. A denticulated cornice surrounds the entire
building, and is capped with a low parapet wall. The roof is a low hip
design clad in standing seam metal roofing. A loading platform addition to
the rear is faced in buff-colored brick. The exterior walls have recently
been cleaned and are in excellent condition; however, there does appear to
be some roof leakage.

The lobby, which has white terrazzo floors, white marble wainscot, and
plaster walls and moulded ceiling, has been reduced in size and has lost
some original trim and marble and the original wood vestibule as well.



K3 SIGNIFICANCE

PERIOD
__PREHISTORIC _—ARCHEOLOGY-PREHISTORIC
__1400-1499 __ARCHEOLOGY-HISTORIC
_ 1500-1599 __AGRICULTURE
__1600-1699 X ARCHITECTURE
_1700-1799 —ART
__1800-1899 __COMMERCE
X 1900- _ COMMUNICATIONS

-—ECONOMICS
—EDUCATION
—ENGINEERING
—EXPLORATION/
__INDUSTRY
—INVENTION

AREAS OF SIGN_IFICANCE -- CHECK AND JUSTIFY BELOW
__COMMUNITY PLANNING
—_CONSERVATION

r

—LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE __RELIGION
—LAW —SCIENCE
__LITERATURE —SCULPTURE
—_MILITARY —SOCIAL/HUMANITARIAN
—-MusiC —THEATER

SETTLEMENT — PHILOSOPHY —TRANSPORTATION

—POLITICS/GOVERNMENT

__OTHER (SPECIFW!

sPECIFIC DATEs Designed:
Built:

1913
1914

Addition:BY

IgLLP_fR/ARCHITECT

Oscar Wenderoth, Supervising
Architect-U.S., Treasury Department

STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

The original Post Office building was designed in 1913 and built in 1914 by

Oscar Wenderoth, the Supervising Architect of the Treasury.

He served in

that position for only two years (1913-1914) succeeding James Knox Taylor.
Wenderoth's architecture is similar to Taylor's characteristically employing
Renaissance Revival stylistic details including arcaded loggias, the use of

ornament, symmetry and fine materials.

The post offfices designed during

Wenderoth's administration brought the ideals of the Beaux-Arts movement to
This building was only one of forty (40) buildings
designed in 1913 throughout the United States.

small cities and towns.

The building is an excellent example of restrained Classical Revival

architecture.

supportive of the Federal Government's image in the community.
foremost example of architecture in Ansonia.

It imparts qualities of solidity, security and timelessness,

It is the

Unlike most structures on this

section of Main Street, the building is set back from the curb, framing a
small formal public space important to the streetscape.
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

The Post Office is located in the heart of the commercial district. The site
has 83 feet of frontage on Main Street and the lot is 232 feet deep. The
site is totally occupied by the Post Office building, loading docks and
parking.

The build}nﬁ if bordered by a one-story commercial building and a three-story
commercial Building.
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