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1. Name

historic Kahlert Mercantile Store

and or common N/A

2. Location
street & number Main Street N/A not for publication

city, town Browerville vicinity of N/A

state Minnesota code 22 county Todd

4. Owner of Property

code
147

3. Classification
Category

district
x building(s)

structure
site
object

Ownership
public

x private
both

Public Acquisition
in process
being considered
N/A

Status
x occupied

unoccupied
work in progress

Accessible
X yes: restricted 

_ yes: unrestricted
no

Present Use
agriculture

x commercial
educational
entertainment
government
industrial
military

museum
park
private residence
religious
scientific
transportation
other:

name
Lawrence Kahlert

street & number
N/A

city, town
Browerville

vicinity of
N/A

state
Minnesota 56438

5. Location off Legal Description
courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Todd County Courthouse, Register of Deeds

street & number 215 1st Avenue South

city, town Long Prairie state Minnesota 56347

6. Representation in Existing Surveys
Minnesota Statewide Historic 

title_____Sites Survey_____________ has this property been determined eligible? yes JL_ no

date 1984 federal JL_ state county local

Minnesota Historical Society 
depository for survey records Ft. Snelling History Center

city, town St. Paul state Minnesota



7. Description

Condition
excellent

_X_good 
fair

deteriorated
ruins
unexposed

Check one
unaltered

x altered

Check one
x original site N/A

moved date

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Kahlert Store in Browerville, Minnesota is located facing west at the 
corner of Main and Sixth Streets, Browerville's two major streets. Of wood 
frame construction, the building was one of the first structures to be built 
following the construction of the railway through Browerville in 1882. The 
store is built in the false-front "Boomtown" style popular in small rural or 
frontier communities.

The Kahlert store is two stories in height, has no basement, and measures 
approximately twenty-five by eighty-two feet. The first floor was originally 
used as a general merchandise store, while the second served as a community 
hall. Because of this use, the upper floor is a full story tall, unlike 
most false-front buildings which had shorter second floor side walls.

The building has changed remarkably little since it was built. The double- 
hung sash divided into two over two lights appear to be original, as do the 
clapboard siding and and the cornice at the top of the front parapet wall. 
The upper lights of the storefront windows have been infilled with wood 
panels, but the storefront is otherwise intact. An overhead-opening garage 
door has been inserted near the rear of the north facade, and the original 
door in that location moved several feet to the west.

At some time prior to 1910, a balcony attached to the front of the building 
was removed. This was likely done to facilitate a sidewalk or street 
improvement along Main Street.



8. Significance

Period
prehistoric
1400-1499
1500-1599
1600-1699

__ 1700-1799 
X 1800-1899

. 1900-

Specific dates

Areas of Significance — Cl
archeology-prehistoric
archeology-historic
agriculture
architecture

_ _ art 
X commerce

communications

1883

heck and justify below
community planning
conservation
economics

_ education
-__._ engineering __ 
x _ exploration/settlement

.._._ . industry
invention

Builder/Architect Unknowr

landscape architecture
law
literature
military
music 
philosophy
politics/government

i

. religion
science
sculpture
social/
humanitarian 
theater
transportation
other (specify)

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)

The Kahlert Mercantile Store is an excellent example of "Boomtown" vernacular 
commercial architecture. Built by William and Ferdinand Kahlert in 1883, the 
building originally housed a grocery and general merchandise store on its 
first floor, and a social hall on its upper floor. This hall was widely 
used for community gatherings, meetings, social events and church services. 
The Kahlert brothers built the store one year after the Sauk Center and Northern 
Railway, a branch line of the St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba, was built 
though the newly established townsite of Browerville.

The Sauk Center and Northern line was completed as far north as Browerville 
in November 1882. Although it had been built to facilitate access to and 
settlement on approximately 30,000 acres of oak timber land owned by the 
St. Paul, Minneapolis and Manitoba, the line also stimulated settlement and 
growth in townsites such as Browerville, which quickly sprang up,along its 
route.

William and Ferdinand Kahlert had been early settlers of Todd County, establishing 
a homestead in Hartford Township,in 1870. When the railroad was built, most 
businesses then existing in the hamlet of Hartford moved several miles to the 
townsite of Browerville located adjacent to the rail line. The Kahlerts 
apparently realized the growth opportunities that the railway would bring. 
The established their store despite the fact that several similar stores 
already existed in the community of under two hundred people. The store was 
successful; by 1900 they had expanded into an adjoining building.

The early commercial buildings in Browerville were almost without exception 
wood-frame "Boomtown"-type buildings. A number of these buildings still remain. 
Of the group of similar structures, the Kahlert Store has the best architectural 
integrity and the strongest associations with the early settlement period 
of the area's historical development. The building is frequently mentioned 
in accounts of meetings and social events in Browerville prior to 1900.



9. Major Bibliographical References

See continuation sheet.

10. Geographical Data
Acreage of nominated property less than 1. acre.
_ . . Browerville, Minn. Quadrangle name _________ .
UT M References
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Quadrangle scale 1:24,000_
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Verbal boundary description and justification

The west 12 feet 7 inches of the east 70 feet of Lots 1 and 2, and the west 70 feet 
of Lot 1; Block 13; Original Townsite of Browerville, Minnesota.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

state N/A code N/A county N/A code N/A

11. Form Prepared By
name/title Thomas L. Jenkinson and Norene Roberts

organization Historical Research, Inc date March 1, 1985

street & numbe? 535 Richmond Curve telephone < 612 > 929-2921

city or town Minneapolis state Minnesota 55410

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification
The evaluated significance of this property within the state is: 

__ national __ state _X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89- 
665), I hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify thatj^has been evaluated 
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Najtieptll Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

Russell W. Fridley 
title State Historic Preservation Officer

For NPS use only
I hereby, certify that this property is included in the National Register

Entered in the
Ifetianal Register date

Keeper of the National 

Attest:

er

date
Chief of Registration

U.S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1983 O - 419-311
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