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1. Name

historic Thomas A. Lemoine House

and-or common same

2. Location

street & number LA HWY 451 N/A not for publication

city, town Moreauville N/A_ vicinity of

state LA code 22 county AVO)’e] les Parish code 009

3. Classification

Category Ownership Status Present Use

— district ___ public __X occupied —___ agriculture —__ museum

X building(s) X private . unoccupied —_ commercial — park

—__ structure ___both ____work in progress ____ educational _X_ private residence

— site Public Acquisition Accessible —— entertainment —— religious

—__ object N/A in process __X yes: restricted _—___ government ___ scientific

N/A being considered ____ yes: unrestricted ____industrial —__transportation
- no — military . other:

4. Owner of Property

name Mr. and Mrs. Nicholas Jeansonne 318-985-2573

street & number P. 0. Box 101

city, town Moreauville N/A__ vicinity of state LA 71355

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. - Avoyelles Parish Courthouse

street & number Main Street (no specific address)

city, town Marksville state LA 71351

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

tite LA Historic Sites Survey has this property been determined eligible? ____yes X_ no

date 1979 —_federal _X state ___ county ___ local

depository for survey records LA State Historic Preservation Office

city, town Baton Rouge state | A




7. Description

Condition Check one Check one

____excellent ___deteriorated ____ unaltered __X original site

_X good ~ —___ruins _ X altered —___moved date N/A
__ fair ____ unexposed

Describe the present and original (if known) physical appearance

The Lemoine House (1916) is a brick one-and-one-half story Arts and Crafts style
house located on a large lot on the outskirts of the small town of Moreauville. The
enclosure of a loggia is the only noteworthy alteration the building has received.

The Lemoine House consists of a main block with a side wing and a rear wing.
The main front room of the house is a combination entrance hall and Tiving room.
Behind it is the dining room, which is reached through a large pair of sliding
doors. The rear wing contains a kitchen, bedroom, and bathroom. The side wing
contains three bedrooms and a loggia. There is also a cellar,

The brick exterior is enlivened with slightly jutting projections, protruding
belt courses, and an elliptical arch entrance porch. (The porch features arches on
three sides.) The loggia on the side wing is flanked by brick niches. There are
also ornamental. extended eaves, splayed pent dormers, and a red pantile roof.

The house is entered through an elliptical archway which is filled with elaborate
beveled glasswork, including a transom, side lights, and two glass doors. The interior
walls and ceilings are treated with bagasse board which is worked into ornamental panels
using wood moldings. Mantels in the major rooms feature brick fronts surmounted by
heavy wooden cornices. The house retains most of its original lighting fixtures as
well as many of its original bathroom fixtures.

The only major change in the house since construction has been the enclosure
of the loggia, which was originally screened. This work preserved all of the
original exterior detailing. In our opinion, it has had a minimal impact given
the otherwise unaltered state of the house.

To the rear of the house is a contemporaneous cistern which, of course, is
listed as a contributing element.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below

_.__ prehistoric _ __ archeology-prehistoric _ _ community planning ____ tandscape architecture ___ religion

I 1400-1499 archeology-historic ____ conservation —_law . science

- 1500-1599 ___ agriculture - economics —__literature —— sculpture

__1600-1699 _X architecture ___education military ___ social/

—..1700-1799  ___ art __. engineering __._ music humanitarian

__...1800-1899 ___ commerce .. exploration/settlement ____ philosophy — theater

_X_1900- ____ communications .. industry - politics/government ____ transportation
.. invention - ____ other (specity)

Specific dates  1g1g Builder/Architect Builder: Thomas A. Lemoine

Architects: Favrot & Livaudais, New

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph) Orleans
Criterion C

The Lemoine House is locally significant in the area of architecture because
it is a rare example of the work of an important architectural firm within the
large rural parish of Avoyelles.

There are some 812 50+ year old buildings in Avoyelles Parish recorded in the
Louisiana Historic Standing Structures Survey. Of these, 649 are residences
dating from the period c.1880 to c.1935. About half of these are unpretentious
vernacular types such as shotgun houses, late Creole cottages, single and double
pen houses, or bluffland houses. There are also 177 residences in the parish
which reflect the Queen Anne-Eastlake or Colonial Revival influences. Finally,
there are 152 examples of the bungalow influence, virtually all of which are
fairly ordinary.

The Lemoine House is very unusual among period residences in Avoyelles Parish
because it reflects the work of an urban high style architectural firm rather than
a local builder or contractor. The house is believed to be one of only two buildings
in the parish designed by the noted New Orleans firm of Favrot and Livaudais. As
such it has a distinctive Arts and Crafts design which sets it apart from virtually
all other period residences in the parish and which bespeaks its high style origin.

Although no specific study has ever been done on the firm of Favrot and Livaudais,
there is general agreement that it was a high style, competent, professional group of
architects and that it was extremely prominent in the early twentieth century. Practicing
the historicism which was then in vogue, it grew to be perhaps the largest architectural
firm in New Orleans, the state's largest, most cosmopolitan urban center. For many
years Favrot and Livaudais and Emile Weil vied for business across Louisiana. It is
an open question as to which of these firms ultimately had the larger practice, but
there is no question that they were the two major architectural firms in early twentieth
century New Orleans. Favrot and Livaudais' best known works include the Hibernia Bank
Building and the Cotton Exchange Building, both of which are landmarks in the New
Orleans central business district. The firm also designed numerous public buildings,
including courthouses, schools and libraries across the state.



9. Major Bibliographical References

Avoyelles Parish Historic Structures Survey, LA State Historic Preservation Office.
Architectural plans for the Lemoine House, dated 1916, Favrot and Livaudais.

10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property _ @ 4-1/2 acres

Quadrangle name Moreauville, LA Quadrangle scale 1:62500
UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification

See enclosed property plat map. Boundaries follow property lines to include the
acreage under single ownership.

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundaries

state N/A code county code

state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

Assisted by Carlos Mayeux,

name-title National Reg.ister Staff President. La Commission-_des
, Division of Historic Preservation T T ovelles

organization  State of Louisiana date April 1985 M

street & number P. 0. Box 44247 telephone  504-922-0358

city or town Baton Rouge state LA 70804

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

____ national —_- state _X local

As the designated State Historic Preservation Officer for the National Historic Preservation Act of 1966 (Public Law 89—
665), ) hereby nominate this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the National Park Service.

State Historic Preservation Officer signature M /éﬂ %

Robert B. DeBl:Leux
titte  State Historic Preservation Officer date May 22, 1985

For NPS use only
} hereby certify that this property is included in the National Register

(”741/@4@«/// 9"’1/,%_/) k—« ’J ‘1 ‘, &% date 7/ '/f 557

Seper of the National Registet”

) Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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