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1. Name

historic JASON SKINNER HOUSE

and'or common Lloyd House

2. Location

street & number off South Road

N/A_ not for publication

city, town Harwinton N/A vicinity of
state Connecticut code 09 county Litchfield code 005
3. Classification
Category Ownership Status Present Use
—_ district _ public - occupied ___ agriculture —___ museum
— X building(s) _X__ private _X__ unoccupied ____ commercial _X_ park
_____ structure ____both ____work in progress ___ educational _____ private residence
___ site Public Acquisition Accessible ___ entertainment __religious
___ object ____in process X yes: restricted ___ government ___ scientific
___ being considered __ . yes: unrestricted ___ industrial —_ transportation
N/A —__no ___ military ____other:

4. Owner of Property

State of Connecticut, c¢/o Stanley J. Pac, Commissioner

name Department of Environmental Protection

street & number State Office Building

city, town Hartford N/A__ vicinity of

state Connecticut

5. Location of Legal Description

courthouse, registry of deeds, etc. Harwinton Town Clerk

Town Office
street & number

Harwinton Consolidated School

city, town Harwinton state Connecticut

6. Representation in Existing Surveys

title State Register of Historic Places has this property been determined eligible? _X_yes ... .no
date 1985 ~ federal X state _ county  local

depository for survey records  Connecticu
59 South Prospect Street

city, town Hartford

Connecticut Historical Commission

state Connecticut



7. Description

Condition . Check one Check one

__ excellent _ % deteriorated ._._ unaltered X original site

__good ruins X altered __moved  date S o
— fair . unexposed

Describe the present and original (|f known] physucal appearance

the Jason Sunilnner House (Photograph 1), wlso anovn lecally s the Lloyd House,
g lwl"ﬂC"c“hdlf stury Clapgnoarded house vwith vernacular Greos Revivel-style

vetalling oullt spuat 1=48%. The proau siae of the nouse feces the now-abendoned

ey s R T e £
TOdar witlln LORUS L

odouth Roed Lo « pond formed fron Leadmice  Brooh.  The
‘rty is but a small part of the torapack Wildlife Management Aree, & two-
sore coocaed state perh. The hous
fY.  Large
oo s light anoll,  and there :sre tudbledown stone wells on either sjae of  the
road. Th

B EVIPL:

is the only building on ths proper-—

e i

old snede trees Dlank the arive jeaaing to the house, which sits up

house,  cf pout-and-Lear constructicon, rests on a fieldstone rabble
Touncatrion faced #ith large dressed stones. The iaterior is laid out  on
the central-hall plan, ond there are two nedium~-sizea orick chimneys emerging
nesr the wends of the cable roof's ridge. At the oack of the house 13 & omall

<11 (Photogra hs 2 arnc 20, apparantly original with ite own tall chimney. A
Jas = r Z

later extension, «©.1%35, has, on the east slide, its yable roof overhanying a
crall o stone end concrete patio; it may have peen made over from o sitall  varn

vhich conce stood south of the NOuse.

The  house's principal clevation, the nortn sice, is iive bays wiae with &
central entrance. The entry has sicelights and ¢ transonm ¢glazed in an intricate
sattern in which narrow border panes surrodnd larger central panes. The

f'ﬂ

entry
e flunked by plain pilesters with wolced capitals und surpounted by an entao-
icture  witn prominent corrice moldinus. A side entry on the @ast  elevation
lacks sidelights out is identical in its other details (Photocgraph ). Other
Greek Revivael elements include wide (¢.24") nlaein corner pilasters with complex
capltel aolair

o sinmgle {rieze running velow the ceves, ond & tull cornice

retirn at the vable ends. Windows have reanscants of original twelve-cver—-twelve

sash, with the narrow rectanguler cable openings fitted «ith similar small-pane
windows. Most openings are boarded up or closed by moveable-louver shutters.

Thne interior incluces ceveral different types of woodwork. In the west first-
floor front room, window and door openings have wide molded surrounds with
crossetted upper corners (Photograpgh =) . In tae opposite front rooms are even
wider surrounds made up of a serics of projecting wolaing

-

€. in the central
nall  and the second-floor front rooms, the trim consists of wlain poards with
applied  woldings at the odges and, at the intersections, corner blocks with
ulsh-sheped depressions (Photogyravh &) . Throughout the house are cax floor

poards, 6 to 10" wide, with traces of red stain; plaster walls (wall-papered)
and ceilings; and original doors vith six or eicht recossed panels.

Ihe house retains much of its historic appearance ond material. Modernizations
include ¢ kitchen snd bathrooms in the rear rooms and beeded paneling in  the
newer part of the ¢ll. The ¢reater threat to the site's integrity, however, is
ongoing  vandelisn.  Already the siwcle wolded mantel which surrounds the large
orick  fireplace with sice oveus in tine ell  (Photograph 7) has been f[ire-
varaged, and the wain stairway has lost many treads and nearly all its slender
balusters (Photograph 8). The main part has no fireplaces, rihoughahearth support
visible in the cellar suggests theve may have heen one in the cast front roow.

The nominated property is less than an acre in extent and includes the house,
the driveway, and the front yard down to the road. A perimeter of 100' on the

rear and west sides was drawn. In this way, the house and its relevant setting
were included, but no excessive acreage.



8. Significance

Period Areas of Significance—Check and justify below
prehistoric archeology-prehistoric community planning landscape architecture religion
1400-1499 archeology-historic conservation law science
~ 1500-1599 agriculture .economics literature sculpture
- .. 16001699 X architecture education military social’
1700-1799 art engineering music humanitarian
X 1800-1899 commerce exploration settiement philosophy theater
1900~ _ communications industry politics government ___ transportation

invention . other (specity)
_Criterion C |

Specific dates ¢.1845 - built Builder Architect Not Known

Statement of Significance (in one paragraph)
The Jason Skinner House (Lloyd House) is significant because it embodies the
distinctive characteristics of a particular histeric type, the vernacular

Greern  Revival farmhouse (Criterion C). Althouyh deteriorated, the house
retains a greot geal of architectural integrity, with few visible altera-
tions intruding on its historic appearance. Key Greek Revival features

present  in the house include the pilaster-and-lintel entry treatment, the
full cornice return, and the pilastered corners. These details, intended to
suggest  the columns and pediments of Classical «rchitecture, were, as 1u
this case, commonly appended in the first half of the 19th century to
traditional house forms. The five-bsy facade with the central entry, the
boxry gable-roof form, and even the central hall wlan all reflect the house-
building customs ceveloped in the previous century. In tne rural areas of
Connecticut, this torm persisted until the miadle of the 19th century,
usually embellished, as in the Jason Skinner House, with details drawn from
the Greex Revival architecture then in vogue. Although this tvpe cannot be
said to be rare on either the local or state level, the Skinner-ILloyd House
is unusual  in 1ts  completeness, including both

materials, such as clapboards and ola sash, and interes

appropriate exterior
ting interior details
such as the window and door surrounds.

The house was built in the 1§40s by Jason Skinner, ¢ well-to-dc Harwinton
farmer. Skinner had petween 200 and 300 acres of land, not the largest
landowner in  town but certainly one of the most substantial. Skinner
prospered  in part  from raising livestock for nmeat «and also  undoubtedly
preducea a  surplus of dairy products. When he sold nis faerm in 1866 he
includea four cows, four calves, and elght steers ¢f various ages. In 1869
the farm carme into the hands of klijah Lloyd, who operated it until passing

;
2
e

it on to his son Amorette. In tne 1930s J. Henry Roraback purchased the
rarre from Beulah Shanley, Elijah Lloyd's gyranddaughter. Koraback, the domi-
nent fidure in Connecticut wolitics from 1912 to 1937,1incorporated the farm
into a huge private hunting preserve which extended over 3000 acres. Most of
the estate is now part of the state-owned Rorapvack wWildlife Management area.

Although Jason Skinner was petter oif than the averaye Harwinton farmer,
owning & carriage and having several hundred dollars out at interest, the
house he built was not architecturally sophisticated. On the main road 1in
Harwinton center, Greex Revival houses included not only the more temple-
like gable-end-to-street orientation but more elaborate details, such as
flush-poarded facades (in imitation of wmasonry), fluted columns &and
pilasters, and recessed doorways with appliea Greek key ornament. In
contrast, Skinner's house reflects & traditionsl form of building, with only
the simplest and nost common Greek Revival additions. Only in the interior,
with three different varieties of trim (all common types of Greek kevival
wocodwor«, obut not usually found together in one house), 1s there an
indication of the owner's mora-than-middling social status.

1. Roraback was chairman of the Republican Party, which was firmly in control
of state covernment.



9. Major Bibliographical References

bentley, Raymond G. History of Herwinton. Winsted, 1970.

County Atlas of Litcnfield, Connecticut. New York: F.W. Beers, 1s74.

{(continued)
10. Geographical Data

Acreage of nominated property ___1ess_than one
Quadrangle name __Thomaston i Quadrangle scale = 1:24000

UTM References
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Verbal boundary description and justification Thc nominated property includes the house, drive-
way, and front yard down to the abandoned road. On the rear and west sides, a peri-
meter of 100' is included. Such a boundary takes in the house and its relevant setting
but no excessive vacant land.

L
El | |
)

G|

List all states and counties for properties overlapping state or county boundarles N/A

state code county code
state code county code

11. Form Prepared By

name/title Bruce Clouette & Matthew Roth, edited by: John Herzan, National Register
: Coordinator
organization Historic Resource Consultants date November l 1984
The Colt Armory
street & number 55 Van Dyke Avenue telephongd(203)*547—0268
city or town Hartford state Connecticut

12. State Historic Preservation Officer Certification

The evaluated significance of this property within the state is:

_____ national ____ state —X Iocal

As the designated State Historic Preservation Oﬂ'cer for the Nauonal Hnstonc Preservaﬂon Act of 1966 (Publlc Law 89—
665), | hereby nominaie this property for inclusion in the National Register and certify that it has been evaluated
according to the criteria and procedures set forth by the Natio

State Historic Preservation Officer signature

title Director, Connecticut Historical Commission date  3/13/85

For NPS use only

t rty is included in the Nationa| Regist
| hereby certify that this property e.ﬂJ.* p({ ' g hﬁ'e

M’-’ £ 'L.,L J IARS lﬂﬂal mgiste’ date (-v/ ? - d’& -

“Weéeper of the National Register

Attest: date

Chief of Registration
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25 feet Oriveway

Boundary Extent

JASON SKINNER HOUSE
(Lloyd House)

Harwinton, Connecticut

Scale: 1" = 200!

Traced from Harwinton Assessor Map 19

Historic Resource Consultants
Hartford, Connecticut

May 1985
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1 Harwinton, CT
Section number _____ Page _______ ’

2. LOCATION:

21 Wintergreen Circle
Harwinton
Connecticut CT Litchfield County 005

3. CLASSIFICATION:

Ownership -~ public

Present Use - other: housing complex social center
4, OWNER OF PROPERTY:

Town of Harwinton, Connecticut
Town Qffice

Harwinton Consolidated School
Harwinton, Connecticut

7. DESCRIPTION:

In the period April - December 1986 the house was relocated to a
new site in Harwinton. The house was marked in detail,
disassembled and re-erected to serve as the social center of an
elderly housing complex. Meadows and stone walls at the new site
provide similarities to the original setting. A stand of trees
separates the house, which maintains its original orientation to
the north, from the housing complex located to the rear
(southeast) of the house site.

Because of additional damage from vandalism, some woodwork needed
to be reproduced using intact portions as models. However, the
great majority of doors, windows, moldings, casings, stairway
elements, and floorboards were reinstalled as they had been, as
was the entire structural frame. New materials include gypsum
wall board interior surfaces (the house had modern plaster walls
and ceilings), cedar clapboards, and a new asphalt roof.
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Jason Skinner House (Lloyd House)
2 Harwinton, CT

Section number ___ Page ____

8. SIGNIFICANCE:

The relocation of the property has not affected the architectural
gualities which give it significance. The house's simple Greek
Revival exterior detailing and extensive interior woodwork were
all preserved in the move. The present setting is similar to the
former one, which, except for the area immediately surrounding
the house, had lost its original appearance as farm. The house
is now protected against vandalism, the main threat to its
continued integrity.

10. GEOGRAPHICAL DATA:
Acreage: approx. one acre
Quadrangle name: Torrington 1:24000
UTM Reference: 18/660250/4625540
Verbal boundary description: The nominated property is bounded by
the housing complex driveway on the north and west sides and by
the tree line separating it from the complex on the east and

south. See enclosed site plan, 1"=200', Gilley-Hinkel
Architects, August 1985.



(N.P';)Fom\ 10-000-2 OMB Approval No. 10240018

Yr3/<Y
United States Department of ths interior
Natlonail Park Service
Natlonal Register of Historic Places
Continuation Sheet
Photographs Jason Skinner House (Lloyd House) Amendment

Sectlon number __ Page 1 Harwinton, CT

All photographs:

JASON SKINNER HOUSE (Lloyd House)

Harwinton, CT

Photo Credit: Gilley-Hinkel Architects

March, 1990

Negative filed with Gilley-Hinkel Architects
Bristol, CT

b W N =

Facade (north elevation) and west elevation, camera facing southeast
Photo 1 of 8

East elevation, camera facing west
Photo 2 of 8

West elevation, camera facing northeast
Photo 3 of 8

Detail of side entry, camera facing northwest
Photo 4 of 8

Interior, first floor west front room, crossetted window trim, camera
tacing northeast
Photo £ of 8

Interior, second floor east front room, corner block trim, camera
facing northwest
Photo 6 of 8

Interior, rear ell, camera facing south
Photo 7 of 7

Interior, central stair hall, camera facing north toward main entry
Photo 8 of 8
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