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Address: 
9980 

South Water Street, 
Ephraim, 

WI

Description
The Hillside Hotel 

is 
an 

imposing clapboard 
building 

located at the base of one of the limestone 
bluffs 

that dominate much of the village of Ephraim. 
The gable roofed two 

story building 
has a 

raised 
basement of limestone and 

is 
rectangular in 

plan 
with a 

lh story centrally located rear extension. 
While most of the main structure's windows 

are 
1/1, 

the extension contains 
2/2 and 6/6 windows. 

The 
west facade is 

broken 
by a centrally located three 

bay gable roof wall 
dormer and 

irregularly placed 
rectangular windows 

capped with 
cornice heads. 

One 
three part picture window is 

located on the north 
section of the west front facade. 

Built 
in 

1908, 
a 

one storv porch with 
turned wood columns and a plain 

wood 
.balustrade 

spans 
the entire front of the hotel 

(F)

Some of the original 
building, 

probably built 
by Reverend Andreas 

Iverson around 1864, 
is 

now 
incorporated 

into the 
larger hotel 

(C, 
D). 

The 
south section was added 

in 
1908 and the north 

in 
1926 

(A, 
B, 

F). 
A photograph dated 

1913 shows 
the 

north 
portion of the hotel 

as only one story high 
but otherwise similar in appearance 

(T). 
A second 

story porch 
is 

located on 
the 

south end of the 
hotel 

above an enclosed porch-like extension of 
the main building. 

An exterior stairway extends 
from 

the porch to the ground. 
Two one story porches 

flank 
the rear extension.

A wide flight of stairs 
leads 

to 
a vestibule 

that was once part of the porch. 
Pine flooring 

exists 
in some sections of the hotel 

as does 
beaded wood wainscoating and ceilings, 

although 
some of this 

is 
new paneling. 

A stairway to the 
second story 

is 
located north of the entry leading 

to thirteen sleeping 
rooms 

that accommodate guests. 
Kitchen 

facilities 
and 

parlors are located on

See Continuation Sheet
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the main floor. 
Part of the hotel 

is constructed 
with timber framing, wood pegs and dovetail 
joints; 

sills are elm and studs are hickory 
(C). 

Four root cellars are located below the 
hotel.

Besides 
the main hotel, 

two cottages 
are located 

on the hotel 
property. 

The south cottage, 
built near 

the turn of the 
century, was originally part of Martin 

Oleson's 
house. 

(Oleson was 
the first proprietor of 

the hotel.) 
The one story clapboard 

building 
has 

a 
rectangular plan 

and 
2/2 and 

6/6 windows. 
This 

unit 
now consists 

of two 
bedrooms, 

a 
living 

room, 
and 

kitchen. 
The north 

cottage, 
"another and quite 

pretentious cottage" was 
built in 

late 1915 and 
has three bedrooms, 

kitchen, 
living room, 

and a 
fireplace 

(R).

Southeast of the hotel 
is a one story board and 

batten 
shed built in the 

1880's with a wood shingle 
roof and exposed rafters. 

It was once used as 
a 

workroom. 
North of this 

building and behind the 
hotel 

are two other outbuildings 
built around the 

1910's. 
They have board 

siding 
and multi-pane 

windows and were used as 
living 

quarters 
by the 

Oli|on family when the 
hotel 

was 
full 

(C).

Evergreen 
bushes and 

trees 
provide the 

landscaping 
for the front and 

side of the hotel. 
There are 

bushes 
and vines 

on the 
south portion of the 

property where once a garden 
that supplied the hotel 

with produce was 
located. 

Little usable 
land exists 

behind the hotel 
because the ground rises 

steeply 
up to Moravia Street. 

No exterior alterations 
have 

been undertaken 
in recent years.
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