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u/27/84 DESCRIBE THE PRESENT AND ORIGINAL (IF KNOWN) PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The Willows Office is a classical box with a symmetrical facade and Italian Renaissance
Revival ornament. The building is faced with granite ashlars, and has red terracotta
tile hipped roof. The building is relatively small in size, but the architect used the
detailing to effectively give the structure a large, monumental feeling.

LOCAL CONTEXT

The post office is located in the center of Willows, and surrounding uses are mixed
commerical and government office. The building fronts on West Sycamore Street,

a major arterial, lined with several structures built before -1920. The property to :
the rear of the post office (north) is devoted to residential uses. Willows is located
in north-central California, roughly 100 miles north of San Francisco. The town is
the Glenn County Seat, and is centered on what was, through the 1930s, a Southern
Pacific main line. The town's economy has remained dependent on the surrounding
agricultural areas.

PHYSICAL APPEARANCE

The building has a red-tile hipped roof, and a steel frame with red brick facing.
The public lobby occupies the southern portion of the first floor, and has white
plaster walls with oak trim. Several bronze post offices boxes dating frome the 1930s
are still in use in the lobby, and marble stairs lead to the second floor offices. The
workroom has a clear maple floor, covered with asphalt tiles. The second floor of-
fices are separated by etched glass windows.

The facade is symmetrical, and consists of a central arcade flanked by two wings.
The arcade is carried by a series of double., unfluted Doric columns with Doric Bases
and Corinthian capitals. Classically-inspired terracotta reliefs are placed in the
central spandrels, and a terracotta "keystone" articulates each arch. Terracotta
quoining is placed at each side of the arcade, and on the corners of the front ele-
vation.

ALTERATIONS

An access ramp for the handicapped has been placed on the west side of the front
elevation, and a new anodized aluminum and glass entrance vestibule placed at the
front entrance. A new canopy was added to the loading bay in the 1960s.
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STATEMENT OF SIGNIFICANCE

Site acquired October, 1914; building occupied September, "1918.

Willows has few monumental buildings, and the post office is the most sophisticated and.
imposing of these. The Willows Post Office is a particularly good example of its style.

ARCHITECTURE

This is a stylistically idiosyncratic building, combining an Italianate roofline and arched
loggia, with Beaux-Arts detailing. Its:most direct architectural antecendants would ap-
pear to be ltalian Baroque of the 16th century. . Walter D. Bliss and William 5. Faville
received their architectural training at MIT and with the New York firm of McKim, Mead,
and White, known for their interpretation of the Beaux-Arts tradition. Bliss and Fa-
ville were prominent San Francisco architects who designed the St. Francis Hotel, the
China Basin Building, the Geary Theater, and the Oakland Hotel, all idiosyncratic
Beaux-Arts buildings. The structure is significant on both the state and local levels

as an intact example of a Beaux-Arts Italianate . post office, a type commcn in the first
two decades of this century, but rare in California.

The employment of a private architectural firm in 1918 is unusual. The repeal of the
Tarnsey Act in 1912 forbade the use of private architects, a policy that was not changed
until the passage of the Keyes-Elliot Act in 1916. Research in the contracting docu-
ments is needed to determine the circumstances surrounding the employment of Bliss

and Faville,
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VERBAL BOUNDARY DESCRIPTION

Block 3, Lots 12-16, Willows Orginial Townsite. The retangular: site has a 155'
southern frontage on Sycamore Street and a 133' eastern frontage on Shasta Street.
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Note: Post office site outlined in red.

Source: Sanborn Map, Willows Book, page 12, 1924; Geography Map
Library, California State University, Northridge, CA.



