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TOTTEN-BJTTERFIEID HOUSE (515 N. Grand Avenue)
Intensive Survey Porm - Continuation Sheet (1)

ARCHITECTURAL STATEMENT :

4
Description: A fine example of the Greek Revival style, this frame house comsists of a
two story rectangular block with a one story wing extending to the north. The facade
is a modified temple design, with columns (two square and two fluted Doric) supporting
the projecting second story. The recessed porch, resulting from this arrangement, shelters
the main entrance and two windows. All three of these openings are of similar size and
framed with molded trim terminating at corner blocks. The rhythm of three openings,
established by the first stoary intercolumiation, also extends to the second story
Placement of windows. Above this the cornice of the gable roof extends to form a full
pediment. The side wing contains two floor to ceiling windows, similar to those on the
facade. The exterior of the building has been altered, with the addition of wide gauge
aluminum siding, aluminum storms (second story and side elevation) and aluminum, decorative
shutters. In 1973, the building was converted to offices, the it erior has been modified
and partitioned (mainly the service area) to accommodate the new use. (B)

Significance: Architecturally significant as a representative example of a period of
construction, the Totten-Butterfield House is among the finest examples of Greek Revival
style architecture in Waukesha. This house and the lain-Estberg house (229 Wisconsin :
tvenue, NR 1974) are the only two Greek Revival buildings in the city to include the full .
pediment and colums as the focal points of the facade. The fact that the Totten-Butterfield
house is a more modest example of the style (than the Lain-Estberg house) and the inclusion
of the unusual recessed first story/porch arrangement contributes to its significance.
Although the exterior covering has been altered, the basic form retains its integrity;
consequently the Totten-Butterfield house is considered one of the important local examples
of the style. The Totten-Butterfield house was moved to the present site in approximately
1870. Originally, the house was located one block north, on the corner of Grand Avenue and
Wisconsin Avenue. The building remains in a residential setting which complements the
character of the small building. The move of the Totten-Butterfield house has not adversely
affected the integrity of design. The original site is now pert of the commercial area

of Waukesha.

HISTORICAL STATEMENT:

The original owner was Henry Totten, a druggist, who constructed the house on the corner of
Grand and Wisconsin Avenue. In aspproximately 1570, he moved the house to its present
location. Miles Butterfield, a painter and Civil War hero, purchased the house in 1880. (A)

verbal Boundary Description:

The nominated property is located on Parts of Lots llland 12, Block F, Cutler and
pakin's Addition, which is located in the SEY4 of Sgctlon ?, Town 6 N, Ranget%9 Eé
and is described as follows: Commencing with a point 64' south ?f the nor 1w23
corner of Lot 12, proceed south on the western line of the lot 55', then proce

east (parallel to the north lot line) for 100' until reaching the eastern lot li?e
of Lot 11, then proceed north 55', then proceed west (parallel to the north lot line)

100' to point og beginning.



